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Preface 

~arden  stroll and the twinkle in an old lady's eye started me o n  the detective 
trail of  George Forrest. T h e  stroll was in the Botanic Gardens at Ness, near A" 

Chester, where their balm and beauty soaked in and a new curiosity welled up 
within nle.The plant labels showed how plants had come from all over the world, 
and orle particular post, next to a very liandsonle bush o f  P i i ~ r i s  -j;)rrr~osa .forrcsrii, 

proudly announced,'This plant grew fro111 the first packet of seed sent by George 
Forrest'. W h o  was he? 

AII exhibition explained that these gardens were founded by an enterprising 
Liverpool cotton broker, M r  A.K. Bulley, and here he started the new nursery of 
Bees Ltd, for which he paid George Forrest to go to the remote mountains of 
Yunnan, in south-west China, to collect seeds. Forrest set out in 1904 and found 
dn unbelievably rich flora to which he returned o n  six more expeditions. 
Altogether he sent home mule-loads of seeds for our  gardens, and 31.000 dried 
plant specimens for rtudy.Tliis was a mighty achievement and I set out to read more 
about him. 

Unfortunately, Forrest never wrote a book about his travels and, although he is 
always mentioned in books about plant hunters in Asia in that period, there are 
orlly two books that concentrate on hin1.These are: 

1. C ; c ~ o r p  Forrcst ,  VAIH, T h e  Scott~sh Rock  Garden Club (1935) 
2. Jorrrrrcp drrd P/ar~l I~rrrodrrcriorrs lf G a c ~ y i ~  1 7 i ~ r r r ~ t  ITH.\1, ed. J. M ~ c q u e e n  Coxvan 

(C>UP, 1952) 

These books leave inlportant rluestions unanswered. What 11lotivatt.d this Inan to 
keep on going back? What was he like? What was his life like? W h o  else paid for 
hinl to go 011 these expeditions, and was it ollly for plants? I became more curious, 
especially as the main hope of  ever extending our information on  him teemed to 
rest on his letters. Wherc could they be foulid? 

When a friend's mother came for tea, she suddrl~ly said with a twinkle. ' I  have a 
niece i r l  Inver~less who has come letters fro111 George Forrest'. 1 visited the niece 
and the neatly folded letters were safely Iloused in a biscuit tin. As I excitedly 
opened them on the kitchen table, George Forrest's accounts of his latest 
adverltures, nnd near mi~rder. came tunlbling forth in his easily recognired lvritir~g. 
It was a magic molnent.This fa11lous plant hunter, \\rho first rec off to roan1 the 
\srild, relnote ~ n d  misty mountains of  south-west Chinn one hundred years ago. was 
brought to life. Such Iluggets nourished thc urge to find more evidence. 

A fi~rther tllrill c.lme with the opening of .In attic trunk i l l  Essex. I t  revealed 
docurner~ts t h ~ t  eveti Forrect's gr3lldd;1l1glltcr had never seen before: Forrest's 
Chinese passports, his contr'lcts for tevel-al expcditionc. \vritten in Forrert's h ~ n d  and 
signed by his sponsors. together with Cllinerc i.urrrnc\ of silvt-r ingots. It \%<is the 
stuff-of n biogr~pher's drenm. and l i t  u p  the detective trail th .~t  h.13 led to this book. 



Prologue 

I 11 1880 a thirty-four year old wealthy, English gent le~na~l  of extraordinary enerw 
and vitality was already a widely travelled naturalist.This man of giant franle and 

boonling voice, Henry John Elwes, had amassed a vast collection of  birds. butterfliec 
and plants. Inspired by the Hirna1n)~nrr _lolrrtlol.c of Sir Josepll Hooker,' Elwes had 
recently collected in the Sikkim Himalaya. H e  loved gardening, lilies were one of 
his favourite plants, and it seemed an appropriate time to write a monograph about 
them. H e  produced a sumptuous folio work of great beauty, the first to bring 
together illustrations of every known species of  the genus Lilirrrr~.' 

0 1 7  the basis of the evidence before him, Elwes wrote in the introduction to his 
monograph: ' I  d o  not think many new species remain to be discovered; for . . . not 
more than three or four species have been added to the genus in the last four years'. 
As he surveyed the world in his mind, he made one i~nportant pro\.iso: 

The olily regions from which 111uch novelty can be expected are the Eastern Hirndlayas 
and the immense tract ofunesplored and difficult mountain country which surrounds 
our Indian Empire on the north and east, and which lies around the headwaters of the 
Irrawaddy, the Urahnlaputra and the Yang-tse-kiang. 

Thirty-five years later so many new lilies had been discovered in the Sino-Himalayan 
1-nountai11s that Elwes had to consider the preparation of a Supplement to the 
original volunle. 

George Forrest \%?as one of the intrepid botanical e.uplorers ~ v h o  rose to the 
challenge ofthese remote regions. His plant ~ n d  seed collections contributed to this 
explosion in knowledge of the plants of the Sino-Himalaya. Not  only new lilies. 
but new species of  Primula and Rhododendron were also discovered on a scale 
never envisaged. It was a tremendously exciting time for gardeners and scierltists as 
the new discoveries poured into Europe, and El\w,es himself subscribed to one of 
Forrest's espeditions. 

This book enters into the excitement. as we examine Forrest's life, the 
development of his career, and the motivation that led him to make seven long 
expeditions to the mountains ofYunnan in south-west China. 

I .  Hookc.r,).l>. I i r r ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ r r ~ / ~ ~ ~ i r ~ ~ , r / s ,  2 \w I~ . .J< i l i~~  M i ~ r r ~ y .  1854 
2 .  El\vcs. HJ. .i ~ r r o r r ~ ? y r , ~ p / r  t!/rIrc (;EIIII> LI~IIIIII. L o n d ~ ~ l ~ .  IHKO 





INTRC)I)UC:TION 

Yunnan - a Botanist's Paradise 

kirrinrlrr is  d hor t~c  t!$ bct~rrria. 

I. Bayley Balfour to A.K. 13ulley, 3 1 March 1897 

A irports and hotels now serve such a thriving tourist industry in the ~naplificent 
mountains of  south-west China that it is ditEc11lt to appreciate how very 

inaccessible this area used to be. Colourfi~l books. with beautiful pictures of the 
canlellias, gentians, prinlulas and rhododendrons otYunnan, make one forget that a 
hundred years ago Inany of these flo~vers were unseen by the outside world. This 
beautiful corner of  China is so isolated by mou~ltains and vast distances that 
foreigners reached here very late in the country's long history. SomeYunnan plants 
were known from herbarium specinlens of dried plants; hardly any had been 
introduced to Europe as garden plants.The area still held great potential for George 
Forrest \\:hen he arrived in 1904. 

A century before this, the wild plants and animals of the whole of inland China 
were almost unknown outside the country. Merchants and collectors were limited 
to the coastal ports of Canton and Macao, where one enterprising collector, 
Thomas Reeves, enlployed Chinese artists to paint plants, butterflies and animals 
(Plate 2). But only a trickle of horticultural plants reached Europe. The Celestial 
Empire was closed to f~rei~gners; exploration inland was forbidden. 

Step by step, against Chinese opposition, a series of  treaties improved access to the 
interior.The tirst step \vas taken in 1847 with the signing of  theTreaty- of Nanking 
which opened five coastal ports for trade with f ~ r e i ~ q e r s .  The  nest year the 
Horticultural Society (now the RHS)  sent Robert Fortune to look for ornamental 
and useful plants in the vicinity of the newly opened ports. H e  collected 
abundantly from private, nursery and temple gardens. returning \vith plants such as 
Alrcri~orlc* j(~ponicn and Trt~cllycnrpus .fi~rtlrrici. But Fortune \\-as mainly restricted to 
searching out horticultural plants nedr the coast. Foreigners could still only nibble 
at the edge of  this vast country; the wild tlowers inland were out of their reach. 

The  pressure on China to open up its borders continued through the 1850s and 
\\us helped by the decline of  the oppressive Ch'ing dynasty In 18.58 Lord Elgin 
signed the Sino-British Treaty ofTientsin. which granted Britain the right to have 
an ambassador, secured the entry of missionaries and their protection by the Chinese 
authorities, and allowed unhindered and protected travel for British subjects on  
consular passports. British ships were given the right to trade on the Yangtze and 
more ports were opened.This breakthrough in the freedom of travel for the British 
was rapidly €ollo\ved by the same concessions for the Americans, French. Gernnns. 
Dutch and Spanish.' As merchants. ~nissionaries and explorers penetrated far inland, 
they discovered an unsurpected wealth of China's plants and animals. 

Intrepid Russian explorers approached China from the north. Carl Johann 
Maxirnowicz probed the borderlands through Manchuria in 1851. and later 
Russian travellers such as Nicolai I-'rzewalski explored \videly in northern China. 
They collected for the Imperial Botanic Garden of  St Petersburg, and some of  their 
duplicates \vere exchanged with Ke\v. preparing the way for future collectors such 
as Farrer. But the Kussi~llr did not reachyunnan. 

Mean\i,hilr, h m  the coast. Ronlan Catholic and Protestarlt nlissionaries 
penetrated to remote and inhospitable areas of China, enduring great hardship and 
ill health, 11~1-;~scment ~ n d  h~~mi l ia t io~ l ,  and facing hostility as foreigners and 

Opposite: 
Plate I .  PrinirrL~ poissorrii. 
A historic picture ( 1  8'32) 
of one of the few species 
that came into cultivation 
i r ~  Brit~in. via b m  
PGre Drlavay's seeds. The 
illustration is from 
Cirrtis :< B~lt~~rrii~il 
.\ frl~~t1~~11 t'. 



I'l.~te 2. An  C A I - I )  I Otli 
century plntlnp of 
( : ~ ~ m e l l ~ a  ~ n d  hutterfl~cs 
from John lieeves' 
collection. C ~ n t o n .  The 
fir\[ .inim.ilc tli.lt FOI-rcjt 
c~oll'ztrd In I'lrge 11~11nberr 
\yere butterflies. 

C l~ r i s t~ans .T l i r  French J c ~ u ~ t \ .  111 p,lrticul.lr. n u d e  collectio~lc th,lt reve.1lrd the h l ~ g e  
diversit). o f  pl:unt dnd ,111ln1.rl life In ~nl.lnd Cl1in.l. 

Jean Piel-re AI-mand I).rvid. \ \ -ho s~t-~-i\red it1 1802. \\J:IF 011e o f  thC first 211d 1110ct 

outct,lnding FI-ench missioll.lr)- collector\ to g o  to  Chinn. HI\ specinir~lz Lvere 
deemed ro interesting t11.1t lic \ v ~ \  1 ~ 1 e a ~ ~ d  fi-o111 hir d~)ostolic \vo~-k t o  co~~cet l t rn te  
on collectir~g plant\, bird5 .und m a n ~ m ~ i l c .  H e  found the dove o r  h.lndkerch~ef tree. 
Dn~~idilr irrr~ol~~r~ilm, ,lnd the g i w t  panda. H e  tr;rvclled more  thdn 3,000 mile\ 
(5.000km) through north.  central and \verterl) ( :h i~~a.  .I\ f:ir \ o ~ ~ r h  ,1c the Y.~ngtzc 
River. I>espite i11troduci11g few plants to cultivation. he laid the h u n d ~ t i o n  t o  0111- 

kno\vledge of tlie flora o f  (Ihina.' ClCls\ic public,ntio~is of all Ilir collection\ 
r n ~ a n a t e d  fiom the . \ l r r ~ i 1 1 1 1 1  tf'Hisrt~ir.c. :\;r/rrrc~llc in I);~rlr over t\vcnty years. fro111 
1868 to 1888, il~cludillg the t\vo-vol~u11e I-'lirrr/~ic~ Ili~r~irii~irrtrc~ pl.oducrd 1))- tlie h'lrd- 
working director, Adrien-l<e~n$ Franchet. 

Y L I I I I I ; ~ ~ ,  ho\vever. was \till I.1rgely unexplol.ed ;rnd in 1875 M;lximo\\icz rc\ic,\vt.d 
\i.llnt remained to be done  in < :h im ~ r n d  proposed the Tihet/(:hin,l bol-~ier n\ thc 
n e s t  moct import.unt .lre.l h r  expIo~..~tiotl. H e  told Jo \ep I~  I).11to11 HookC1.. l ) t r c ~ t o ~ -  
of Ke\v.'77rllt ought  to be the e x p l o r ~ n g  field for l i ,~rd\  .lnd cxp t~ r i e~ lced  tr,~\.c~llers: 
Szetchu:ln Izir] :und pdrr o tYu11n~11 ' .  , 

M ~ X I I I I O \ \ ~ I C Z  \\-:IS pc~rrcpti\~c. i t 1  p o ~ r ~ t i l ~ g  to  t l ~ c  \rgrlrtic.1r1c-r of t l l t ~ r  rclllotcs 
r n o u ~ ~ t ~ ~ i n o ~ i \  provillces. Ag.11n it \\-.is .I Jcs111t Inl\\loll.rr\s. lc.111-M.1r1c I)clava\.. \ v l ~ o  
piotlecred plLlnt collcctio~l in Yunn.111. Fro111 I X X Z  lit, \\.a\ \t.ltioncd for 11c.1rly tell 
ycclr\ 11c:ru T.111 (1).111) 111 1~)rtl1-\\.e\t Y L I I I I ~ ~ I I ~ ,  the ' S \ \ , I ~ ~ C I - I ~ I I ~ ~  of(;l1111.1'. \\.l~c~rc% l11gl1 
\no\\--c..~pped r n l l ~ e \  \\.lth .1lp111c tlo\vc~-i r.o~)rr.r\t \ \ . ~ t l n  ~ 1 ~ c . p  \-.111~.y gorgt.\ 
c.ornt.ii~li~i~ subtl-op~c..ll pl;ult\ (I'l.rtc 3). I )cl.lv.~\.'\ ellol-niotl\ collCctio~r\ .  c.o~llp~lcd 111 

111s \p.ll-c time. \\-c.rc. .I ~ n o d ~ l  k)r .111 tho\e  \\-lio to l lo \ \~ .~ l .  tic. ~-~.pc,.lt~xil\- \ . l \~rcd thc 
\.1111c l ( > c ~ ~ l ~ t ~ v \ ,  c-ollec-t111g tlo\\.er\ ,111ci t i u ~ t \  o t  t l ~ c ~  pI,111t\. s ~ ~ l c l  LTL,II \OII IL> ,cx%ci.-l I I L *  
\\,ell-knuu n g.irderl p l . l ~ ~ t \ ,  I)~,III:I,I rlix~~llor   rid Or~rr ,~~r t l i~ i r  ~ ~ , , I ~ I I . , I ) , I .  \\.LYC I I I ~ I . O L ~ L I ~ . C ( ~  



I'l.itc. .?.A \.~tcll~tc photojir~pli of p.11-t of N.Ki, 
K~nnnn.Thc crettr of tlic n o ~ . r l ~ - \ o ~ ~ t l ~  o r~c l~ ted  
n iou t i t a~~~r  .ire I I I ~ I I I I ~ I I ~ c ~  11). \ I ~ O \ \ . T I ~ C  I I I ~ ~ ( I I - I ~  
c ~ t y  of l ) . i l~  lit\ .rhour t\vo-third\ of r l i ~ ,  \ \ J \ .  do\\ 11 

the p1.1111 \vc*\t of thc 1.1rge Idkc cnllc~i Erh.11. 130th 
I'i.1-r I)cl.~v.~!, .~nd  (;co~-gc Forre\[ collcctcd pl,lnt\ I I I  

this arc.1. 

by l i i~ii .  .ilthoi~gli ~ ~ ~ i i o r t i ~ ~ i . ~ t c l y  o111y .J i~ii'ill p ~ - o p o r t i ~ ) ~ ~  oi 111, ~ I \ ~ O \ L , I - I L -  \ \L . I -C  

rnised succe~cii~ll!.. F r ~ n c l i r t  e\ t inl ,~trd t h ~ t  I>el.1\.,1!. \ t ~ i t  h .~ik  t o  IJ . l r - I \  \OIIIC.  21 11 1.1 11 lr 1 

botanical ipccimrns.  rrpreienting more t h ~ n  4.c lor I \pcrlc\. o i  \ \ - l ~ ~ i I i  .~llout I ..5r I (  I 

\vere new to icit.ncr. 'The size o i l l i \  collr~tio11 \\-.I\ o \ . c r \ \ - I i t ' l ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  t:1..111~1ict 11e\-t\1- 
c o m ~ l c t c d  \\friting lip ,111 I ) c I J ~ . J \ ' \  p1a11t\. but he PLII~II\IICL~ I - L , \ L I ~ ~ \  111 \c\.t.1-.11 
jourr1,11\. 111o\t not,thl~. in P/ , I I I I~I[~ Dc~It~~v)~,~rr~rt.. \vl~ert. tht. \ t u n n i ~ ~ g  H~III.I~.I!..II~ blur 
poppy (.\1~~-011~1i~iis / V I O I I ~ ~ ~ / ~ ) / I ~ I )  \\-.IS t i n t  c i e i c r ~ b r d . ~  

Ne\vi of\uc.h ~li.iisi\-e mii\ion.lry i o n t r i b u t ~ o r ~ \  gl-.~du.~lly ipre.1~1 In tlic I SSI I \  and  
1800s throng11 \cirntitic journ,~l\ ,  cor~.espondence 2nd go,\ip. Their co l l ec t io~~ \  
bec.ime one  o i  the 'hot topic.;' .llnong botanist\ ,111ci g.ir~ie~lrrs . ~ t  the tOrrjl.ollt ~i 
k~~o \v ledgc .  A ie\v o i  I)el~v.1y'r pl.lnti \Yere gro\vn . ~ t  Kt.\\. in tlic IX1) ( I<  (I'l,ite 1). 
Io ieph Hookel- I-cirrred to  K I I ~ I ~ C ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ I ~ / I ~ , , I  r r r l~i ,~i r ro .~~~r~~ 'ii '.inother o i  the i\v.Irln o i  
Wrctrrn (:liinerr I<hododendroni diccovt.rcd by the. i~idri,~tig.al>lt~ AhhC I)rla\,ayq.' 
T h e  po\\ibility o f  .I rich 111oullt.1in tlorn in \ve\trrn ( I l i i n~ ,  mooted e.lrlier by 
virio11.rrit.i like El\\,es. \v.is heconling .I rc.~lity. 13riti\h focus on Szechuan .~nd  
Yi~nnan \\..I? IIO\V iure to i o l l o \ ~  e\t~rCi.lll!. '1s the espnlidlng British Elnpirr 111adr 
p ~ s s i h k  .I ~ic-\v. ihortrr ,  r o i ~ t c  into Y~lnnan.  

In IXSh - the heydLiy o i  Uriti\h ~rnper~.~li.;rn - t l i c V ~ c e r o ~ .  pn>claimrd th.~t 'Upper 
l3urni.i \\..I\ . i ~ l ~ ~ c s r d  to tht. 13r1ti\h 1ndi.11l E lnp i r r ' .  Ijur111.1 p~-o\.i~it*ci tht. route into 
soi~tli- \ \wt (~Ii11l.i \-1.1 the lrr.~\\~.icici\- river. T h e  l r r .~ \ \ ,~~ci~iy  FI(lt11l.i C;OII~~JI~!.'> 
\te.lmcl-s \\.crc inimort.lli\rd ill 15011 by Kuci)..~rd Klpling: '(1.111't you 'c.,ir their 
p.iddlc\ ch~u ik in '  f i-o~n 1i.uigoo11 to  M.1nJ.11.iyi" T h e  romp.irl\ I-ecei\.ed .I 

(;o\-ernmcnt \uh\id>. i ~ > r  .I r c~u l , i r  . ~ n d  incre.lrCd p .~~-kr t  \ ~ V \ ~ I L . ~ >  ti)r thc 7(I0 nille\ 
(1.12Okm) bet\\-c~.n I c ~ n g o o n  . ~ n d  L3li.1mo. Fl-onl thcrt* tlir tiontiel. o i  C111n.i dnd 
YLIIIII.III \\..I\ o ~ l l y  tliirt\-ti\.t. ~ n ~ l c \  (5(1km) .I\\-.I\: .~lht.it 13). ,I ~ n o i ~ n t . ~ ~ n o ~ ~ \  nlule 
tr.ick. T~-.~cicr\ ~irc'i111cci o f  A gC1tc\\..iy to tlen. 111~1rket\: otIit-r\ ~ i r c ~ ~ ~ i i e c i  c ) i  I I~-\ \-  p1~11t< 
.111d \ ~ ~ t ~ ~ i \ .  A \  \\.c \h.111 \?c., thc rout? thl-oi~gh L3i1r1ii.1 \\-.I\ to provi~ic G t ~ r g e  F ~ r r e i t ' i  
sl-cat oppo~. tu~i i t \ .  to ~ > z p l o ~ - c  .i 'hot.r~ll\t'\ pc~~-.idi\e'." 
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CHAIJTEK  ON^. 

Scottish Background 

T he first thirty years o f  George Forrest'\ life Jre largely hidden frorli vie\\.; hut 
there are we lco~ne  shafts o f  light that givc us an insight into his bdckground. 

upbringing and early nianhood. Forrest's forebe.lr\ were rooted in and ,lround 
Larbert, near the Firth of  Forth (I'latt. 5 ) .  As the g e n e r ~ l  p ~ p u l a t i o n  bccdme 
increasingly mobile in the nineteenth century, the f . lm~ly spread ou t  but largely 
remained in Central Scotland, while Forrest hin~self\vac to adventure much further 
afield. W e  shall see gli~ilpses o f  his forebears around Ldrbert. Forrest's early family 
life in Falkirk, his training ill Kilnlarnock, hit ~dven tu res  in Australia .lnd hi\ 
budding ambition to  be a plant collector. 

Family background 
George Forrest was a vigorous and determined plant collector w h o  trekked over 
rugged mountain ranges in south-west China o n  foot, horseback and ~ i ~ u l e .  even 
through deep snow and dense mist, to find new flowers in cliff crevices o r  on  bogg? 
mountain passes. H e  did not spare himself and \\,as rcno\vned for his strong physique. 

H e  was not the first in the fanlily to lead a tough and physic-ally demanding life.Three 
generations of  men before him. either in the Carron Iron Works or  as tailors, hdd year\ 
of  work demanding great fitness and strength. and courage in the Klce of  danger. 

All his grandparents came f r o n ~  the Larbert area, north o f  Falkirk, and both his 
parents were baptised at Larbert Parish Church.Whe11 his father, \vho was a lw called 
George Forrest, and his mother. Mary Bait], married they united t\vo fanulies o f  
contrasting characteristics and talents (see Plate -I). On his father's side \\.ere tough. Plats i .Thr  Forrert 
skilled craftsmen and businersmen. high-class shopkeepers, p r o p e r e  o1vnt.n. all \yell fanlily in Scotland. 

KILMARNOCK 



establisl~ed ill their coni~nunities. O n  his niother's side the b i n s  were a sea-faring 
C~n~ily, i~~c lud ing  Illasters of sailing ships, who led adventurous ' ~ n d  hazardous lives. 

The  Carron Iron Works, by the Kiver Carron, was an i m p o r t a ~ ~ t  feature of  life in 
the Larbert area. Established in 1759 to work and s11lelt iron on a large scale, it 
became Scotland's largest nianufacturing plant and a significant employer. Many of 
the Forrest ii~mily worked with the smelted iron under the very tough c-onditions 
of its mighty blast filrn~ces. while the Bailis sailed in Carroll ships. 

George Forrest's great grnndf~~ther  was a labourer at Carron, his grandfather James 
Forrest was J blacks~ilith, three great uncles were in ironwork and two uncles were 
blacksmiths. Carroll's most famous product was the Carronade, a short naval 
cannon of  l ~ r g e  bore, designed for close con~bat  at sea and used effectively in battles 
of  the Napoleonic Wars. 

T h e  Napoleonic W ~ r s  also changed the life of George's grandfather, Walter Bain, 
who became a legendary figure in the fa~nily. 'My grandfather fought against the 
French for many years in the Napoleonic Wars!'wrote Forrest when friendly with 
French nlissionaries in China.'The son of  a sailor, Walter was only twelve years old 
when he first went to sea, sailing in ships of  the Carron Company that were trading 
between Grangemouth and Liverpool. Then in 1810, aged twenty, he was press- 
ganged into the N a v y  - one of  the many that were forced into service to make up 
the crews of  naval ships. Two years later, having been 'l'rest' as an Able Seaman, he 
was 011 the Muster Roll for H M S  D~~ricori .~The D~rricarr was a two-decker medium- 
sized ship carrying 74 guns, with 590 men on board.' Conditions on board were 
cramped and hard; desertion was not unknown, but Walter endured it until the end 
of the Napoleonic Wars. 

Walter Bain's first two years on the Dlrncnrr were spent patrolling the waters off 
the east and south coasts of  England. From there the ship went to the 
Mediterranean and in November 1814 she set sail for Brazil as flngship oi Rear- 
Admiral Sir John l? Beresford (1766-1844), to escort the exiled Prince Regent of 
Portugal, D o ~ n  Joao. back to Lisbon. They were at sea for two months before 
waiting four months in R i o  de Janeiro, but returned without the Prince Regent 
and sailed back to Portsmouth in the summer of  1815. Walter wns then free to 
marry Mary Gentles, but the following year he was at sea again, on the Carron ship 
Prc~scrpitrc, one of the fast-railing schooners tradirig to London. H e  served twenty- 
three years on this ship as mate, followed by a further thirtren years as master. His 
wife bore him nine children and one of his sons, James Gentles Bain, also joincd 
the ships of the Carroll company, becoming master of  the screw steamer Den~jc~rrf. 
So three generations of Bains sailed from ports on the River CInrro~l. 

Meanwhile, Walter Bain's family had rnoved horn Carronshore to the next-door 
parish of  Bothke~inar, and in Bothkennar Church, on 9 November 1852, the two 
local families. the Uains and the Forrests, were joi~led when M ~ r y  l3;lin married 
George Forrest.They were both tweny-t\vo yearc old and  \\,ere to be the parelits 
of  the plant hunter, George Forrest. 

Falkirk bairn 
George's f.ither was a grocer in I'airley \vhen he marl-ied Mary Bdin ~ n d  they had 
their firrt rix children there. tragedy struck the filmily. Their firstborn died 
xvhen nearly 'I year old. two boyc died in infancy n ~ ~ d  d~lothcr child \v.ls ctillborn. 
After this loss of  four infilllntr. Mr  and Mr\  Forre\t lnoved \vith their curvi\,ing two 
children to nlake ;I fi-esh start i l l  ( ; r .~h~m\ron .  Fnlkirk.Tl1t.y \wrc p.li-t of thc young 
r n ~ g r ~ i ~ l t  populatio~l that MJJS movi~ig ti-om o n e  s\viftly gro\\.lng to1t.n to nnothcr 
in se.irch of  e~~ip loyment ,  .111d b11. Forrect I>C'C.IIIIC . I ~ F ) ~ c ' I I ~ I ( . c ( ~  to .I dr.lper in 



Falkirk. Together they held .I further seven children  id, \\.hen our  plant hunter. l)lsit~. O. I<c*gi\tcr ot' 

Cirorge Forre\t. \\)as born at Fnlkirk o n  13 March 1873. he  \vat the I ~ s t  of th i r teen hlrth\ In Forrest t'd~ii~ly 
children (Plate 6 ) .  His mother  h ~ d  b o r ~ l e  children for n ~ ~ ~ r l y  t \ \ -ene  ye.lr\ but,  Uihle. (01 lc  trillho~.n 
when  young George arrived. his parents h ~ d  o ~ l l y  one other , u r v i v i n ~  \ollqJarnei. c.hild \VJ\ not rrcc)rclCd.) 
George's birth must therefore h ~ v e  been J p.lrticul.lr1y h ~ p p y  addition to  the 
falllily. Jamez was then sixteen years old ~ n d  he \ v ~ t  ldter to t ~ k e  on \pecial 
responsibilir) for hii  young brother. 

W h e n  George was born hi5 parents and t h e ~ r  eight wrviving children were living 
at 32 Grahani\ Road.  F~ lk i rk ,  . ~ n d  they n o  longer had J dornettic serv'int. Their 
neighbours \\'.ere a tohdcco spinner. a shoenl~ker .  and   nothe her draper: other tmders 
o f  the lower ~ ~ i i d d l e  class in tlie very stratified society o f  those Victorian t i~ne i .  In 
1876. when  another draper's shop becalne vacant. M r  Forrest rented th t~ ie  prenlisei 
and set up a ' N e w  I:)rape~-y E ~ t ~ ~ b l i s h m r n t ' "  at no. 124, on  the north side o f  the High 
Stl-eet, c~dverti t ing 'I)r.ipery Goods o f  every description'. Six yedrs later M r  Forreit 
.also became an agetlt for the tlourithing P u l l ~ r i '  dye\r.orki ,lt I'errh. H e  \vJi 
bettering himielf dnd. \\hen no. 3 4  C;rdh~nl\ K o a J  hecn111e vac.Int. the Forrest 
household moved into this improved . i ccommod~t io~ l .  

M r  Forrest promised 'prompt ~ n d  c ~ r e f ~ l l  ~ t t e n t i o n '  in hi\ shop and h o ~ ~ e i t  I I ' I ~ L ~  
\vork \vas expected of everyone ill the household. A sense o f  dur), c ~ r i n g  . ~ n d  
serioucneit o f  purpose perme.lted the  f,lnlily .lnd \\-'IS linked to  their rel~gious 
beliefs. C;eorge Forrest'i p.lrents embr ,~ced the dynd~nism ,and \-it.ll~ty o t v i c t o r i ~ n  
r r l ig iol~  ,and \\ere rt.1~1nc.11 suppol-ten o f  tlie Evangelicdl U I I ~ ~ I I .  J brclnch o f  the 
Free Church  \\.Iiich I i ~ d  .I specid a p ~ e . l l  among  the \killed artisallt J I I ~  ~lp\vdrd!y 
mobile ~l i iddle  clast in S c o t l ~ n d .  Their  d,lily toil \ \ . ~ i  uplifted by jo).ous religious 
fer\,our, and thrift \vent hand in h,lnJ \\-it11 voIutlt.l~-y 'gi\rillgs' to church ~niision~rl\ .  
filnds.- The re  \\:.I\ .I h 1 l K ~  rcle,ase o f  nllcsion.ary e n e r p  in Britain .lnd nlitsionaries 
In Afric,~ J I I ~  ( : I I ~ I I . I  h.ld a Ir.lding role in over\e.li e sp lo r~ t ion r .  



In Falkirk George's father played a prominent part in the local church and an 
elder sister accompanied the singing on the harmonium, an instrument popularised 
by the American evangelists. Moody and Sankey, in their revival ca~npaign of 1873- 
74. George's elder brother, Ja~nes,  went to Edinburgh to train for the E.U. Church 
Ministry.Young George was therefore accusto~ned to an atmosphere of evangelical 
zeal, long before he stayed with missionaries in China. N o  wonder he felt at honle 
anlong missionaries, as \veil as gratetL1 for their hospitality and assistance. 

As George was a 'lad o'  pairts', his parents set great store o n  giving him a good 
educatiorl. Schooling in Scotland, at that time, was con~pulsory only up to the age 
of  thirteen, but George was to continue until the age of  eighteen. H e  began at the 
Southern School in Falkirk, but had to move as in 1885 his father gave up the shop 
because of failing health.Young George (aged twelve) and his elder four unmarried 
sisters moved with their parents to Kil~narnock to join the eldest son, James, who, 
having completed his training, was now a niinister there. In the long term the move 
turned out \veU for the younger son and he always stayed particularly close to his 
unmarried sisters. Isabella and Grace, and to his brother, Janles, with who111 he 
shared his time in Kilnlarnock. 

Kilmarnock influences 
Moving to Kilmarnock was a major change for the young George Forrest. He leCt 
behind a large nenvork of L~mily and friends and set up horne with his brother 
Janles. His brother ur;ls now the Revd James Forrest, MA, pastor of  Clerk's Lane 
Church, and he took his family responsibilities seriously, H e  was truly and literally 
'nly brother'c keeper', which was nlost fortunate for young George Forrest. 

Kilmarnock provided an important training ground for this budding teenager up 
to his early years of 111anhood. Forrest benefited from a supportive home, an escellent 
school and a clinlate in which enquiry was encouraged. There was opportunity for 
natural history exploits and learned societies, and he gained his first job there. 

Forrest atte~lded the Kilnlarnock Academy and received a broad education, 
subsidised by go\ ler~~ment  gmnts.This was a privilege as, at that time, only about four 
to five per cent of the age group was able to benefit from secondary education, far 
less a good school." The  Rector of  I<ilmarnock Academy. I>r Hugh I>ickie, was an 
exceptional and ~ n ~ l c h  respected person, a learned and outstanding teacher. By the 
time George Forrest arrived, D r  Dickie had establislled the Ac<~demy's good 
reputation. H e  cultivated a high s ta~~dard  of teaching and was keen on promoting 
science. 117 1887 a new science laboratory \was opened. This \\ins the first science 
laboratory in Ayrshire and it made the Academy n pioneer in the teaching of science 
in the \vest of Scotland." Furthermore, 131. Ilickie had a 'marvello~ls power of 
c o n l m ~ ~ ~ ~ i c a t i n g  a k ~ ~ o w l e d g e  of science and leading young people to t ~ k e  an interest 
in it and attain a proficiency in it3.'"This obviously worked for George Forrest. 

Everyone at the Academy studied a wide range of  subjects that included ge010.v~ 
physical geography, bota~ly, practical i~~orgnnic  chrmistr)i m,~thenintics. Frrncll, 
German and Latirl." This background later enabled Forrest to gain m.1stel-y of 
botanic.11 Latin - the l i r ~ ~ q r r i ~ ~ / i ~ i ~ r r c i ~  of all botanicts world\vide - and to converse, albeit 
somewhac hesitatingly, with the French mis\ionarics in China. 

The  Kevd J ' I I ~ ~ s  Forrest also provided plenty of  stin~uluc for his hrother. He IYJ~  

sixteen years older than George and a man of deep thinking and htrong views. H e  
wrote articles in the local newspapers o n  Home IX~lle. Soci.~lisnl ~ lnd  John I\~lskill." 
While pa\tor of Clerk's L.i~le Evangelical U n i o ~ l  <:hurch i l l  KilmC~rnock h r  was 
tried for heres): resulting in hinl ~ n d  his c.11~11-cli rnrmbc.1-\ Ir.~ving the Ev.ulgrlical 
Union ;md joining the Unit~ri.unc." Unit,~ri;lni\n~ \\.a\ . ~ \ \ o i ~ , l t ~ J .  \\.it11 progres.;ive 



causes and welconied intellectual debate and, in 189). as an enthusiastic recent 
convert, James was sponsored by the Trust of Willia~n McQuaker to give lectures 
on Unitarianisnl. It was ,aid chat 'his high scholarship and ~rgu~nentat ive powers' 
made him a valuable lecturer." Argu~nentative powers wcre also feature of his 
younger brother, George. arid later would almost wreck his career. 

Meanwhile, the health of their father deteriorated further. Before <:liristni~c 1 HHR 
he became paralysed on one side of  his body and in early Septenlbcr the following 
year he dipped into a conla. 0 1 1  the niorning of 14 Septen~bcr 1880 the clsteen 
year old George Forrest woke to learn that hir father had died. Fronl then o n  the 
close relationship between the two brothers seenled to lead Ckorgc to regard his 
older brother more like a substitute f ~ t h e r .  

T h e  year their father died, the Revd James Forrest becanle a nlenlber of the 
Glenfield Ramblers' Society. Could thir have been partly to take his energetic 
younger brother out of the house, to share in an activir). which the lad enjoyed? 
James was an enthusiastic naturalist \vho is reported to have fostered his brc>ther's 
interest."TI~e Glenfield Ranlblers' Society was active and popular in the town'' and 
both Hugh Dickie and David Murray. George's mathenlat~cs Indster, were 
members. There were plenty of  enthusiasts in Killnarnock from \vho~n George 
could learn more about the wildlife of the countryside. 

One  outstanding naturalist in K111nv-nock. ~ v h o  \vas also the Hon I'resident o i  the 
Glenfield Ramblers, was the Revd David Landsborough I1 (1826-1912) (Plate 7). He 
had contributed to a revised edtion of his father's book, Arrarr: its Topo~r.aplr): So t~rr '~ l  
History, arrd Arrriq~ritic..c. He discovered new species of algae, shells and fossils in Ayrshire 
and some disco\~eries were named after him. When the Universiv of Glasgow 
conferred an honorary degree 0fLL.D. on David La~ldsborough 11 in 1901, it was said 
in the presentation that 'his untiring energy and enthusiasm.. .had endeared hirn to 
Inany students and made his name a household lvord throughout Ayrshire'.'. 

It is likely that the teenage George Forrest was one of those students in 
Kihnarnock who benefited from the zeal and passion of the Kevd David 
Landsborough 11. Landsborough had three brothers in Australia'"and tales of theni 
may even have inspired Forrest to go there. O n e  of Landsborough's particular 
enthusiasnls was the introduction of  Austmlian and other exotic plants to  the Isle 
of Arran."' H e  received seeds of guin trees direct from Ferdinand von Mueller 
(1825-18Yh).'" the leading Australian botanist of the nineteenth century. It \vould 
be utterly surprising if Landsborougl~i passions had not rubbed off on Forrest, \vho 
was later to discover new species, introduce many of then1 to Britain. and even to 
take his own falllily for holidays on the Isle ofArran. 

However, when George Forrest left school. aged eighteen. his future as a natural 
history collector uras not mapped out. H e  did not go to universir); although the 
Academy prepared students for university entrance, and we can o~lly speculate on 
the reasons why. (Maybe filrther acadenlic study did not appeal. or firlancially he 
had to find a job.) H e  took work in the well-established and prospering family 
business of Messrs Rankin and Borland, pharnlaceutical chemists." This enterprise 
was not sirnply a local apothecary's concern. It had a most extcrisi\.e stock of  
che~nicals, drugs, proprietary and patent medicines. and a factory manufacturing 
'aerated waters' on an extensive scale. It was in the heart of Kilnlarnock by the 
Town Cross and it had local and country trade. wholesale and retail. 

The  proprietor. Mr  John Borland (Plate 8). an influential nie~nber  of the 
Glenfield Ramblers, was n keen scientist, a professional analyst and a member of the 
l'harnlaceutical Soc iec  of Great Britain. Plant-derived d r u p  and products \vrre 
inlportl~nt in ph;~rmacy at that tinle arid it has been said that George Forrest 
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headline news. Many books had been published giving advice on where t o  go atld 
how to survive when ca~npitlg in the outback. I'erhaps incpired by these, <;eorge 
Forrest joined in the last flurry of gold digging in New South Wales. It a rough. 
tough life and, although he discovered at least one sizeable nuh~c-t," a fortune it1 gold 
eluded hill], though he war fortunate that.out of the blue. he inherited a second $111311 
legacy at the end of 1898, from another of his uncles, Jamet Forrest of Larbert. 

George's love of explomtion also surfaced in other ways and these new ddvenn~rc-, 
had their challenges. After some ti~ile in the interior. George attetnpted to reach the 
coast by crossing a desert area but, ac the watering-places on which he relied had dried 
up, lie got into desperate straits and al~nost died of thirst before he got through." 

George Forrest was a risk taker and a survivor, a man niho coped in the rough and 
precarious conditions of the outback, travelled ~nilet on horseback and tound J 

happy challenge in tiring his Winchester rifle at distant kangaroo. Over~l l ,  his tirne 
in Australia was a crucial. formative esperience in a wild and h~zardous 
environnient, and he emerged a man of the 'right grit' for a natural histor) collector. 

Forrest returned to Scotland via South Afiica, richer in experiences if not in 
gold, toughened up and eager for tilore travel and the outdoor life.The appeal of 
exploration cornbilled with adventure in the \vild had been strongly aroused, 
though the way ahead was not clear. This was a pattern that was to repeat itself 
Illally times in his life, one espedition afier another. 

Back in Scotland 
We next find Forrest, aged thirty, living with his seventy-three year old mother and 
three unmarried sisters in Linden Cottage. I6 High Street (Linden Place), 
Loanhead," a snlall coal-mining village in the parish of Lasswade, six tiiiles (9.5kni) 
south of Edinburgh (Plate lO).The beautiful wooded banks of the North Esk valley 
were nearby, with fishing and walking on the I'entlands and bryond.The primary 
landmarks of Loatlliead were the Keformed Presbyterian Church, with its new 
clock, and the con~munity was proud of its even newer cast-iron fountain with its 
horse drinking trough, and a street lamp to light the nlain cross-roads.The Forrests' 
neighbours included several ndners, a chenlist and two greengrocers, a nlillworker. 
papernlaker. nlason and engineer." There \rere two 'snuddies' (blacksrnitlis' 
workshops) in the High Street, shoeing horses and 'ringing' wooden cart wheels. 
and a large engineering workshop's noise clashed with the clatter of horses' hooves 
as they passed along the High Street. After Forrest's travels it niust have seemed a 
staid, provincial, conservative comniunity kirk and school being the centres of most 
peoples' lives. 

Later, when Forrest looked hack at 'dear old dirty Linden Cottage'.?' it was with 
affection; his family had always provided a vital security As in so many Scottish 
burghs, despite the strong feeling of  co~nmunity it was not unusual for a person to 
go overseas. Loanhead nien took up n~anagement positions in India and \vent to 
far-flung corners of  the world to mine coal. gold. dianlonds and tin. Others went 
as missionaries to Arabia atid China and one worked as a river pilot on  the 
Irrawaddy in Burma - which bvas to  become Forrest's main route into China.'"We 
don't know what in f lue~~ces  this had on Forrest, but in this espansive era people 
were confident and enterprisitlg in working a b r o ~ d  within and beyond the Empire. 

Back in Scotland, Forrest's elder brother, Jatnes, was again helpful and influential. 
H e  introduced George to a Glasgou: natural history society for which George \vas 
to collect local Scottish plants.This was to be of significant irilportance for future 
developnients. yet it was only a flickering glo\\: con~pared with the outconie of the 
following unespected series of coincidences. 



1 1 ~  1 I .  t c  I An important letter 
FOI-r~j t .  I')fl3-32. Thc%rr I (  dn clcmc11t o i  luck 111 cvc~-y /lie. but  t h r  ( I L I . I ~ I ~ .  oi.111 111dlv1d~dI I\  \110\\.11 111 

the zh , l~ lcr  is L I \ L ~ .  (;co~-ge FOI-rr\t 111.ldc. thc nlo\t o f t h r  Itlck tl1.1t c.rnlc I l l \  \\,.I\. 

T l ~ r  tllrlllng point in I l l \  life c,lnlc ill Scot l , l~ l~I  111 JUIIL. 1003 \ r - l t l l  hi\ ch.ulcr 
di<co\-cry o i \ o n ~ c  huln'ln bonc r .Th i \  led to  .in ,Im.lzlllg ch .~ln  of c \ . c ~ ~ t \  , ~ n d  .I \.~t.ll 
i~ l t roduct ion  t o  tht. I < r g ~ u j  K e r p r r  o f  tllc, I<oy.rl L3ot.111ic (;.r~-clc~l Ecilnhurgh.Thc. 
\ tor\ .  illu\tr.ltc\ Forrc\t'\ t\\.o rs \e~l t~ . l l  cl1.11-.lcter~\tic\: . I I I  csl.rlorer \\-it11 ,111 c~ l c l~ l i r i l~g  
1111nd .lnd .I collcsctor contl-1huti11g t o  lirlo\\-lcdgc.. 

Forl-rjt \\.I\ 0 1 1  -I f i \ I ~ i ~ l g  trik> ,I[ ( ~ l , ~ c l l ~ o ~ ~ \ c .  I<c\e~-voi~- .  \ O L I ~ I I  o f  E ~ ~ I I I I > L I I - ~ I ~ .  \ \ . I I L > I I  
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i~~vc \ t i g . l t~c i  ,rnd ~ O L I I I ~  th,lt tllc e~ld-\lnl-r h.ld f;~llen o t i ' . r ~ ~ d  rhcl-t. \ \ , I \  .I skeleton 
111\1dc,. T h r ~ l l r d .  hc  took .I fc\\. I,ollc\ t o  the3 I<cep~.r o f  the  M ~ \ ~ - L I I I I  o f  N.lrlo11nl 
A11ticlu1t1c,\ 111 EJ lnhu~-gh  ( I I ~ \ \ ,  p ~ r t  o f  the, N . I ~ I ~ I I . I ~  Mu\c>~1111\ o f  Scotl.~nci). Flc 
\\..I\ \ O O I I  rrtl11-11i11g t o  tllc \ ~ t c ,  o f  di\c.c,vc.r\ \\1t11 ~ I I L .  t i011 lo1111 Al~c~l-c1-o111by. 
\cc~-ct.lr>. o f  rhc \ocict!- o f  A n t ~ c l ~ l . r r i ~ \  c , fSco t l .~~~c i .  Allc~.cronll>>. \ \ . I \  .I rc,t~rcci .lnci 
t i -~cs~~dl \ .  gr11tle111.111 o t  Ic~\urc., .I \chol. l~- \\ .1rl1 \ \ . I ~ L . - I - . U ~ ~ I I I ~  Illtcrc\t\. 111c.I~d111g 
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Being a sociable Illan in the 's~nall world' o f  Edinburgh, as it was then, 
Abercronlby was also acquainted with I'rofessor Isaac Uayley Balfour, the Kegius 
Keeper of  the Royal Botanic Garden Editiburgh (I<I.I<;E). I~npressed by Forrest. 
and learning o f  his background and ambitions, Abercronlby decided to help hirn 
by writ ing to this I'rofessor." It was a crucially important letter: 

June 21 I003 
Dear Prof. Balfour 

Do  you know of any person or society that want\ a collector to collect for them 
abroad any kind of botanical cpecimenc. [ I ]  

I have recently come to get slightly acquainted with a young fello\v of the  name of 
Forrest who lives out at Loanhead. At prctcnt he IS co l l ec t~n~  \pecirnenc of thc pl~ntc 
in the three Lothians for sollie ,ocirty in Glasgo\v with wh~ch his brother. who i \  a 
minister in Clasgo\t, has to do. He would rather tra\.el than tca); at home ~ n d  liac had 
some experience of roughing it a\ a gold digger i l l  N. South Wales.. . 

If you \vould care to sec him I will tell him. He looks the right sort o f n l d ~ ~ .  
Yours sincerely, 

John Abercronlby 

This letter 'rang bells' for the fifty year old Balfour. Years before, he  had ever1 
invested A100 in gold m i n i ~ i g  iri Queensla~id ,  inspired by tales of6Flakes o f  gold as 
big as a nun's hand. .  .slicing it otT\vith cold chisels. By jingo it's Inore like Arabian 
nights than modern gold mining'." Halfour also understood the urge to  collect 
plants overseas, having collected on  the island o f  Socotra, in the Indian Ocean. in 
his youth. However, although new exotic plants were being reported from abroad. 
Balfour could find 110 i n i~~ ied ia t e  opening for a collector. 

Months  passed and Forrest waited anxiously before asking Ualfour politely for 
news. Balfour was abroad and did not  receive the letter imniediately. Then ,  o n  
1 September 1903, Balfour helpfully made Forrest a tentative offer: 

I t  has ... occurred to me ... it might be postible to give you, should you care for it, 
sonle work tenlporarily in tile garden here - in corlnection say \v~th the Herbarium of 
dried plants, \vhere a t  any rate you could acquire f ~ ~ r t h e r  kno\\,ledge of plants and could 
learn the nlethodt of preser\.atio~t and arrangement of collections. It 50 happens that I 
have a vacancy on our St~tfjust  no\eThe lad \vho has leti has been re(-eiving pay at the 
rate of I ( ) / -  per neck and for a start I should be glad to gi\:e that to you as a beginner. .. 
Should a post of this kind suit you I thall be glad to hear from you.You might begin 
work ~t once if yo11 care to C ~ I I ~ C . " .  

Forrest leapt at the chance.The job ofikred valuable training and experience that 
would increase his skills as a collector. H e  replied by return o f  post,'I shall be  most 
pleased to  accept the position you offer, and trust to fill it with satisfaction to  you. 
Afier this week 1 shall be  free and at your service'. 

'Dear Sir.' replied B~l four .  'If you \\.ill come  to  the Garden on  Monday nes t  the 
7Ih Sept. you will firid the Assistant in the Herbarium prepared to  give you 
instructions as to  your work - C o m e  bet\\,een 9 and 10 a.m.' 

This was only a humble, ternporary job. T h e  \sage was n o  better than a sisteen 
year old could earn in a nursery Forrest was probably earning tnorr as all 
apprentice pharmacist in Kilniarnock. At Kew the tiiinimuni wage for an adult 
gardener and labourer was ? I / -  in 1895. But it was as if the genial and kind 
Abercromby, with all his experience o f  life. had turned a key to  open the door  to 
hesh opporturlities for Forrest, unlocking his pote~itial. Forrest's life was to  open up  
in at1 exciting WJV that 110-one c o ~ l d  have e~ivisaged. 



Left: 
Plate 1 1. Pmfes~rw Isaac Bayley Wfour, Regius 
Keeper of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 
1888 to 1922, and mentor to George Forrmt br 
nineteen years. 

Below: 
Plate 12.The Herbarium where George Forrest 
met Clementina Traill. Show is Hden Miller 
who knew Forrest and worked on his specimens. 



CHAPTER Two 

George Forrest and the Lure of China 

W hen Forrest walked into the Royal Botanic C;~rden Editiburgh (RBGE) on  
7 September 1903 he was entering a new world that would change his life 

in nvo fundamental ways. The  RBGE was the ideal training ground for a plant 
collector and it was also the place where Forrest \ v o ~ ~ l d  rtleet his future wife.The 
R B G E  was a vibrant place to be and i t  provided n rich learning en\ironment under 
the Regius Keeper, Professor Bayle); Balfour (Plate 1 1 ) .  Dalfour had Illany contacts 
in the worlds of  botany and horticulture and he \vas to be the link betureen Forrest 
and his two loves, his wife and China. 

In the Herbarium 
Balfour was a dynatnic leader, he was superbly qualified and dedicated to the 
advancement of the ILBGE. H e  had studied it1 Gernlany and had been Profe5sor 
of  Botany in Glasgow and Osford. NOW aged fifty. he had been making progressive 
improvements in the Edinburgh Garden for fifteen years. He was resolute. 
hardworking and had good relations \vith his staff. 

When Forrest arrived at the RBGE Balfour had recently appointed three young men 
who were conternpot-aries of Forrest: Harry Tagg in the Museum, Wihanl Wright 
Smith 01.1 the teaching staff and Robert Adam a an assistant head gardener. AU three 
\\rere to be Forrest's loyal colleagues 2nd life-long friend\. He \vould return to then1 
tit~le and again after his expeditions.Thus, ur~knowtl to any of thmi, the foundations 
for the future \vere fol.~lung as soon as Forrest stepped into the Herbarium. 

At that time the Herbarium was in the Caledonian Hall, a stnallVictorian building 
at the southern end of the Garden, which \ a s  the hub of the Garden's taxononuc 
work. L>rird, pressed plants that represented a huge diversity of tloras \vere sent there 
fro111 all over the ~vorld. Specinlens were treated with chenlicals to prepare the111 for 
permanent storage. and they had to be carefully mounted, labelled. examined and 
sorted (Plate 12). Forrest \vas taught the great value of a corllpletr specimen. with 
its floxvers and fruit, its stems and leaves and even roots. H e  was honing his skills and 
gaining new expertise that nfas to be invaluable to him in the future. He \vould later 
become renowned for the qualit). of his dried specinlens and the care with which 
they were pressed, dried, and arranged for mounting. 

Forrest leart~ed of tropical and tenlperate plant families and \vorked on genera 
that he h ~ d  tiever heard of before. H e  handled Hi~nalayan specinlens and saw North 
American plants that d o  not gro\v naturdly elsewhere. It was enriching to collie 
dcrosr this huge spectrutn of pl;ult life. His interest and curiosity were aroused. 

S t i n i ~ l u ~  abounded it1 this confined space. Rows of three-tiered cupboards stored 
dried pressed specimens.The walls were lined with journals and books that helped 
the people there to classitj: describe and tlanle the incotnitlg plants, some ofwhich 
were I I C \ Y I ~  discovered. Forrest had expert tuition from specialists who were at  the 
frontier of kno\vledge and he \a\\. that being a collector was part of sonlething 
bigger: using the system of  Linnaeus to bring order to the profusion of the world's 
pl~ntq. tiis time at the RBGE tnade him all the more detrrmined to go off across 
the \\.orld to dizcover plants t h ~ t  \\ere so far hidden fro171 tile Europear~ gaze. 
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nccurslte O \ > \ C I - \ . ~ ~ I O I ~  .111d they \\.cl-tB I I \ C ~  t o  the 1o11g I I O L I I - \  Ilt. \pc,nt \tucjying .lnd 
'1rr;lnging I l l \  ~ n t e r n . ~ t ~ o n ~ ~ l  collectiol~ of  rpc.rlmr.n\. t i e  \\-.I\ ,111 ~ n t r e p ~ d  c.ollcctor. 
even \\-it11 cleclil~ing lie.~ltli  nil f.lllil~g c).c\I$I~.' . I I IL~ I I C  \\.rote tc.11 p.lprr\  or^ the 
~ n ' l r i l ~ r  ,~lgnr ofJopp.1. the Flrth o f  Forth .111ci the 0l-klic)- l\l.~lldr. Sc..~\\-eed.; \\-cre 
n.~mcci nftcsr hi111. i nc l r~c i i~~g  the genu\ 7iirillrcll~i .lnd \pecie\ .;uch . I \  Plr)~lloplror,l 
rr~rillir 

13.1lfou1- kllC\\. Trnill through the Bot.1n1r.11 Soclc.ry o f  Edinburgh. They \-i.;~tc>d 
C'ICII other to  ree their I-e.;pecti\.c .11g~1 collec-tion\ in the Tr.~ill home . ~ n ~ i  the 
I<B(;E.- .lnd h e h r c  Traill died in 1807 he don.~teei pClrt ot 'hi\  nlg.11 ~ o l l e c t i o ~ l  t o  

the KB(;E (I'latr 1 -I).' Balfour kne\\t C:lementina il-on1 \\.lien .;lie iv.1.; t\\.elve ye,lr.; 
old dnd l ~ t r r  ot12red her ,I job in the Hrrh.lrium \\-liere l1c.r i.~thzr'\ ~ ~ l l e c t ~ c > ~ i  o i  

,llg.le \\.as lodged. 
F r i end th~p  bet\\-ecn <:lemcntln,~ .ind (;eorge Forrest soon drveloyrd 

b losomed .  They found rli.~t they both li\.c.d \ \ ~ t h  \\~~cio\ved ~no thc rc  ~ n d  ch.~red .I 
senre of  h u n ~ o u r .  She \\-as 111trigued by t,~le\ o f  hit ,IL~\-rnture\ in Au\trali.l dnd her 
quict \te'~df.~\tnr.;r coniplrmentrd hi.; zzct f~~l  spirit. A\ the bond I?et\\.t-t.n them 
gre\\; C:lernc*ntin'~'.; 1not11c.l- \ometillle\ i nv~ ted  Forrr\t t o  thc.ir lionle tbr nle.ll.;. I t  

\\{:I\ \pri11gt1111t>, < ~ I e ~ i l e ~ l t i ~ ~ ~  \\-:I\ %I ket.11 \\-<lIker .11i~i ~~ '~ t~~r . a l i . ; t  .11id tlley chxeci n love 
o f  tht. cour~try.;idc. 

Yunnan beckons 
It I \  poc\iblc tli.~t Fol-l-c\t h .~d n o  \ p r c ~ . ~ l  Intcrc\t ill (:hin.i heti>re h r  ~ r r i v e d  . ~ t  thr. 
I<lj(;E. If \o, tI1.1t \\..I\ \ o o ~ ~  t o  c h . ~ n g ~ . T h z  I\cg~u.; Krc.yrr. I3.1ylt-y U.~lthur. \\..I\ .~lerr 
t o  tht. c o ~ ~ t ~ n u i n g  rcvt.l.~t~c>n\ o i t h r  r~c-I1 <:hiric\e Inount'illl horn .IIICI kcc>li t o  g~-o\\. 
nr\ \-  ~ n t r o d u ~ t i o n \ .  Mort. t1i.111 tc.11 yt*L1rr l>ciore Forrrst s ~ r r ~ \ - e J  . ~ t  the RB(;E. the 
(;.~~-cicn \\..I\ conlpctlng fol- \t.c.d.; tl1.1t Abhi. I)rl.l\..~\. h .~d s c . ~ ~ t  from Klnn.ln to the 
. l~r~i111 (it.\ I)l,111tt~ 111 1),1r1\. T h e  (;,II-L~CII o \> t '~ i~~ t . ( i  .;t.c>~i f r c ) ~ ~ ~  l>el.~\..~),'\ I I C \ \ , I ~  
~li \~-o\. t~re~ci l ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ r r ~ l r o ~ ~  I , I~ - I , I I I I~XI~I I I  ,111cl 111 I S9.3 L3c~lk>~~r  pl-ot~cil). . ; e ~ ~ t  tlo\vc.r for 
~ l l ~ ~ \ t ~ - , ) t i o ~ ~  111 C ; I I I , ~ ~ J ~ ~  131~r,~~ril-,rl .\/,r,p~:irr(,. I t  \\,J\ .III t..~rly I111it of tlic* I I I ; I I I ~  

I . ~ ~ O L ~ O ( ~ ~ > I I ~ ~ I - O I I \  111 y~11111.111 ,1\\.<1it111g \t,c-ci c~c~Ilc~tio11 fc>~- O L I ~  g.1rcie11.;. 



Balfour had an impressive web o f  contacts at h o m e  and abroad to  keep him 
to  date with develop~l~ents  in the fields o f  botany dnd horticulture, and as an 

enlillent botanist he  was elected to  menlbership o f  scientific societies on  tilt. 
Continent 2nd in Uritain.'" H e  was Fello\v o f  the Linnean Society which 
p~~b l i shed ,  in 1892, the known plants o f  China .  T h e  long list included over thirty 
species o f  PrirrrrrLr that 1)elav~y had found, providing mount ing evidence o f  the 
11~1ge diversity o f  plants that existed in Yunnan." N o  wonder  that botanists 2nd 

gardeners \yere anxious to  o b t ~ i n  Inore seeds t iom there. Bu t  ho\\l? 
O n e  o f  Ualfour's illore unusual correspondents w h o  \vanred seed frol-n Yun~lan 

was a Liverpool cotton broker. Arthur K. Bulley ( P l ~ t e  15). Uulley was a catalyst 
w h o  made things h ~ p p e n  and he  nr;ls t o  be  a most unexpected and fortuitous 
influence o n  Forrest'\ career." H e  was an exceptionally keen .lnd knowledgeable 
gardener dnd a lively. c o l o u r f ~ ~ l  ch;rmcter. H e  was 'I c u l t ~ ~ r e d  man o f  great 
individuality, :,with an unkempt look and a trilby hat among  the smartly dressed, 
bowler h ~ t  brigade at the Cot ton Exchange. Bulley was the only Liverpool cotton 
broker with strong socialist leanings, in those pioneering days o f  the Labour party. 
and he later canvassed (unsuccessf~~lly) as a Labour candidate in m~unicipal elections 
and as a Wonlen's Suffrage candidate for parliament. 

Bulley and Halfour had a matching enthusiasm and fascination for introducing 
new flowers to Britain. Bulley, as an  amateur gardener. had a very special 
collection o f  alpine and hardy plants in his g ~ r d e n  and h e  used every means 
possible to  add to  its rarity value. In the  1890s he  circulated a lithographed letter - - 
to anyone \vho might be  ~ ~ s e f u l ,  fro111 n C ~ i s t o m s  Inan o r  (lonsul to a representative 
in the cotton trade: 

I am a n  enthu5ia\tic ~ n d  devoted lover of \vild flo\veri \vhich are hardy enough to 
rt.lnd the cold of an E~iglish ~vinter out of doors . . . All hardy p l ~ ~ i t s  are i11tercitillg to 
m r  -- the 51nallest gcnti'ln or S.lslfr~ge of the mountains. .is much .l\ the cnllrrt Lily or 
I<oie of the \\:ood, and plait~s. 

No\v for the main cluestion. Hh\~e you any nclturCll lo\re of flo\\,crrl Or. ~f not, do you 
kno\v of any people In your part of the \vorld \rho h.lve. Uecnu\e. I<\(), and you \vould 
let me have their addresre\. I \vould gl.ldly xvrite to thcln .ind say that if they helve 
nothing more important t o  do, to g ~ t h c r  and rend me J fc\v seeds or bulbr of .~nything 
they nl.1)- consider be.lutiful gro\villg in tlic.ir 11ciglibourliood. 1 \vol~ld \vtth ple.lc11rr 
pay the carriage, and \end them in 1.ctur11 \eCJ\ of the I)c\t tIiillg\ \vllich g r ~ \ v  111 

English girrdens. <;nrdrl~ing is Iny hobby J I I ~  1ieligllt.And truly ~t \~rould he J ~ I C ; I \ I I I ~  
thought that one h.ld heel1 I I ~ ~ ~ S L I I I ~ C I ~ ~ . L ~  in ; iddi~~g to thc qtorc of hC.it~ty 111 11~1rdy 
tlo\vcrs available for poor nien's g.~rdcn\." 

This was a huge gamble, but in Bullcy'\ global cluest for seed he  wrote more 
personal. pleading letters t o  o ther  e~ i th~~s ia s t s ,  botanic gardens ;md nu]-serymen and 
he surprised U.~lk)ur by the wide variety o f  plants th:~t he otTered to the Uota~lic 
(;arde~l ill Edinburgh. 

O n e  o f  Uulley's sources o f  wed  w ~ s  A u g u s t i ~ l ~  Henry, recruited as .I young mall 
to the 1111perial Marit ime Custorils Service in (:him (we I'l;ite 04). H c  \v.is po\ted 
in lonely and virtually unexplored territory in central ( : h~na  ' ~ n d  the11 Yunnan 'ind. 

1 -,"-, ns an antidote to boredom. Henry offt.red to collect I ~ e r h ~ i r i ~ ~ r n  speci111ens ior Kc\\. 
in his spare time. employing native r.ollector\ t o  hclp h i ~ i i .  H e  scnt Bulley some 

I ~ I J ~ ~  I 5. (:.ll-tOL1ll o ~ ~ r t ~ l l l r  seeds. confiding to a friend, '1 don't knou. IBullcy 1, hut h r  \\.~-ott' to me k,r wed\ . . . 
K .  ljulley LI\-erpclol cottoll H e  i\ an enthusiast. I have a \\.eakness f i ~ r  c>nthu\~, i \ t~ .  '.I-.~nk\ ,111ci the Iik~'."' 
I)rolier. \\ lth a \oclaIl\t Extracts fi-om Henry's Y L I ~ I I ~ I I  letter\ to the I )irc.cto~. of  Kc\\. \\-ere t i~~hl~\lnt .d ~n 
L I O L L I I I I ~ I I ~  ~n lilt pozkct. the k'cvrj Llrrllr.tirr in 1807, for .)I1 t o  \cc: 



As regards botany. this region IS, I in~agine. the most intrrctt~ng in the world. I t  IS 

evidently the headquarters of ~noct of the genera which arc IIO\V \pre.ld all ovcr Europe 
and Asid in great part . . . I intend to go on collcc-tillg vigon,u\ly, and hope to rival 
l)clavay inYuntian. His 3,000 tpeclet will be hard to heat." 

Henry's enthusiasm was infectious and he reported that his thoes \vere nearly worn 
out from all the trekking, but mules were cheap and he had just had a tent nlade 
for trips. 

Uulley was gradually being persuaded of the desirability of focusing on Yunnan. 
H e  wrote to Henry. 'I've just been reading Hosie's book. 'Three years in Western 
China'. . . 1 found the general description of  Szechuan and Yunnan very clear and 
helpful. What he said about the Flora ofTali lnali] has made rny niouth \vater.'lt. 

The  same year Henri Correvon. a lea&ng light on alpine plantc. confirnled this 
by writing Bulley a firm postcard in his idiosyncratic English: 

If you know somebody which ic ~nYunndn you must write . .. All the plantt ot'l)cld\ay 
come from there. liead the publication oc Francher on the nelv Priniula: . . . Gentian\, 
Paeonies, Anenlonet, Iriss (irises]. etc. of the Yunnan. I always \rtirh to hear that 
coniebody \vould go there . . . it' you have a frtend there ask him for seeds o i  l'rt~nuld 
and I'aeoniec etc. etc.. fa~thfully your\ H.Correvon.'!' (Plate 10.) 

Ever eager. Bulley wrote to missionaries who were stationed atTali [Dali], in the area 
where Delavay had been based in Yunnan: 'I've \vritten to the C.I.M. [China Inland 
Mission] people there oEering all torts of bribes. Shortly I shall tackle the papists."" 

But Augustine Henty became adan~ant that so much time and patience \vere 
needed to collect seedc as \veU as herbdriunl specimens that full-time collectors \yere 
required. H e  tried to persuade the Director of Ke\\;Willian~Thiselton-Dyer,'so great 
is the variety and beauty of the Chinese flora and so fit are the plants for [the] 
European clirnate, that an effort ought to be made to send out a small expedition.' 

In the 1899 issue of the k'elc~ Btrllcrirr Henry echoed the thoughts of the 
experienced collector, Henry John Elwes, saying,'until the great region north-east, 
as it were, of  the Hin~alayas is explored, people will have no idea of  the richness of  
the world in beautiful plants."" H e  wished that he could be sent to Tengyueh, near 
the border benveen Burnla andyunnan, where he had heard that a Custonls House 
was to be established: 'A little more north there are higher mountains. and I think 
there would be quite a new flora there'. In his next published letter in the Karl 
Brrllc~ir~ he was even Inore precise. 'there would be a chance of rivalling Delavay's 
collections from the mountains near Tali'. 

Such news was tantalising to people like Balfour and Bulley.Tht.)- ached to get their 
hands on more seed from Yunnan. Ualfour. as director of the KBGE, was bound by 
the terms of the Treasury not to raise nioney for such a venture. whilst Bulle): who 
had only just bought the land for Ness Chrdens, was resistant to starting his own 
con~mercial nurser): Mean\vhile, i l l  1899, the nursery firm of Messrs James Veitch Q. 
Sons, Chelsea, sent E.H.Wilson to central China to collect seed of the handkerchief 
tree. Dor>itJio ir~~~olrrrr.or~~, gaining advice from Au_gustine Henry on the way 

In 1901 Augustinr Henry visited B~dley at Ness and reiterated his thoughts on 
the need for a full-time collector in Y ~ ~ n n a n .  Both men realised that the recent 
opening of a Customs post at T e n g y ~ ~ r h  provided a shorter route through Burma 
intoY~ln11an. As the); ~valked and talked, Augustine Hen? gave his constant advice: 
'Ilon't \vaste mane). on postage - send a man'.'" Bulley eventually decided late in 
1003 that he \vould start his own nursery, named from his initials: A. Bee & Co. A 
special feature of h ~ c  nursery n:ould be .I professional, full-time collector to gather 



seeds o f  hardy and alpine plants from the mountains made fanlous by Delavay. 
Tile decision n o w  111ade. Bulley wasted n o  time. H e  wrote an advertiselnent for 

a collector in the Garderrers' Clrrorriclc and wrote to  Balfour at  the Royal Botanic 

Garden Edinburgh. 

Wanted: a plant collector 
On 30April 1904 a highly compressed message in fairly small print appeared low down 
in a 'Trade' column under 'Situations Vacant' in the Gardeners' Clirotricle. It was seven 
months since Forrest started at the RBGE and it was to be a life-changing message: 

WANTEL), a YOUNG MAN well up in Hardy Plants, to go out to the East and 
Collect. - Box 1.5, G.P.O.. L~verpool 

BuUey wrote this advertisenlent as a nurseryman intent o n  finding the best possible 
person to  harvest the hardy and alpine flora o f  theYunnan mountains. 

Even better for Forrest, three days earlier, Bulley had also writ ten to  Balfour to 
ask hini whether he  had a suitable rnan o n  his staff for such an expedition. T h e  
answer from Balfour was very positive. 

Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh 

28 April 1901 
Dear Mr Uulley, 

There is a man, Forrest, here who is on the lookout for a billet such as you deccribe. 
I have given your letter to him and he will write to you. 

He war recommended to my notice by John Abercronlby, the Naturalist, a\ a man 
who was collecting plants for some Society in Scotland and who withed to go abroad 
as a collector. I could find nothing for him in that line but took him on my stafl-~n the 
Herbariunl so that, whilst of use to in, he might gain a wider knowledge of plants. He 
has been working here for about 6 months and I have found him an excellent 
industrious and steady nlan. He hac had opportunity here of getting to know a good 
deal about the plants of the world and he seemc to have profited by 1t.The Head of the 
Herbariuln speaks very highly of him. 

He is a strongly built fellow and seemc to me to be of the right grlt for a collector. 
Yours very truly, 

Ica;~c Uayley Balfoui' 

Delighted at such good news, Bulley immediately asked Balfour for more  details. 
which he  sent o n  the very day that the advertisement came ou t  in the Gcirdc*rrers' 
Chrorricle. Forrest had a head start. 

30  April 1004 
Ilear Mr  Uulley. 

Forrect d10~1ld bc a11 right in the way of health, honerty. ttcadlnCc\. devotion to cvork. 
general knowledgc of platlts. O f  his prdclling powers 1 know nothi~lg; Iic hat not bccn on 
our gardening stat'f. 1 should say that if he knew what you \\.ant he \vo~ ld  do WCII  for you.. . 

Your\ 
Isaac Bayley I3alfoui' 

With  such an endorsenlent Uulley didn't hesitate to  hirr Forre\t. Forrest \vould wt  
off for China as coon as possible, o n  behalf o f  the nursery firm. A .  Uee ?i <:o.This 
was the kind o f j o b  lie had h;~nkered after, but \vhich only (1 fe\v 111onthc e.~l.l~er Ilad 







C:t IAIJTEK TI~ICEF. 

To China for Bees Ltd, 1904 

F orrest left the Royal Uotanic Garden Edinburgh on  Sat~rrday 14 May 1904. H e  
felt e x l ~ i l ~ ~ r a t e d  and eager to he off.. H e  was hecknnecl by the unknown, .und 

ready for the challenge. 'Beware the rainy reason In D ~ ~ r m n ' ,  warned Hulley but 
Forrest could riot wait. H e  booked the quickest pasuge to ICangoo~~ .  via thc Suez 
Canal and India. and b o d e d  the I'bO passenger liner SS .4rr.'rrdlio bound for 
Bombay (Plate 18). H e  left his nlother in the care ofhis  sister\, his brother in charge 
o f  his nloney and Clementina (Clem) \vith hic ~ n u c h  thumbed Bentl1.11n and 
Hooker  until they met  again. 

Keen to reach China 
Forrest had a lo11g jourrley ahead o f  hinl, by ship, rail. paddle steamer and n ~ u l e  
caravan. T h e  first stage, in the luxury o f  a modern liner. gave n o  idea o f  what wdr 

t o  come. H e  \vas to  face new experiences in other cultures and climates before 
reaching his destination. But  he  Lvas prepared for anything - A friend had given him 
two  revolvers - and he  \vas determined to reach I.)elava)-'s for~t ler  hunting ground. 
aroundTali [Dali] inYunnan, as soon ac possible.The Board o f  the R B G E  contacted 
the Foreign O f i c e  to  requect the co-operation of  the Consuls in China.  

Before the ship reached Aden, Forrest discovered that one of  the h e ~ d  stewards 
knew a plant collector in Australia. Forrest inlmediately ;uked the rte\v.lrd for a 
pack.~ge to be sent to Balfour in Edinburgh. on  the offchance that it might be useful. F'late 18. A letterhead 
In an explanatory note to Balfour he \vrote.'Thanki~lg you ior all your kindness in Llsed by (;corst. Forrest, 
the p.~st," little realising that their lives \t:o~rld be enn\.ined for yedrs to come. out\\.ard bound on 

Forrest nrrived . ~ t  Bombay the flourishi~lg ternlinus o f  the India route. 0 1 1  S.S. A1rcrn111~1 in 190-1. 





Terminus o f  the Great Indian Peninsular Railway that had bccn elaborately 
ornamented and completed only sixteen years before, and the carefully planned 
streets lined with mangrove and other flowering trees, and the palm decorated 
gardens. However, the contrasts within the populace perturbed him: 

The streets of the city are <wept by nativec, men, women caning a\va): the refuse it, 
baskets on thcir heads to carts drawn by butraloes . . .  All the lowcr caste native\ go 
practically naked, the children entirely so.The men have 11othing on but a l o ~ n  cloth. 
and a turban.. .[while] The police of Uonlbay are dresred 111 khaki trouser\, blue puttie5 
and jacket and brilliant canary yellow turba~l.. .The pest of the place is.. .the beggars. 
These, in most cases, are afilicted with some disabling and generally loathtonie di,eaw. 
which they make the most of.They are most persistent and w~l l  only leave off on threat 
of b e ~ n g  locked. They seemed to think nothing of being pununellcd by a white marl. 
On the launch coming ashore from the steamer. I saw the captain kick and h a ~ ~ ~ n ~ e r  
one of the porter5 until I thought he intended killing him, for a moct trivial 
offence ... but I don't think although I can s\vear at  then^ and order thcnl about now 
that I shall ever reach the kicking stage. 

Forrest's sensitivities were being tested and stretched by the attitudes and callousness 
he  witnessed. Nurtured in a strong I'rotestant tradition, he had a powerful sense o f  
justice and morality, and his o w n  personal discipline and loyalty were shown by his 
reactions to  what he  saw next, when a fellow Indian traveller took him for a drive 
to  another area o f  Bonlbay late o n  the Saturday night. 

I thought I knew a lot regarding the viciousness of the world in general, but that drive 
only sho\ved Ine my own ignorance. 111 the native quarter the streets are very narrow, 
no pavements, the houses generally of two stories, and very small ... The stench is 
indescribable in places ... a mixture of sweaty bodies and all sorts of reeking 
abominations;. . .the streets, altho' it was nearing midnight. \vere densely cro\vded and 
all places were in full swing. so much so in fact. that it was impossible for our gharry 
to go at more than a walking pace. I never knew \what it was Hasan intended showing 
me and therefore it came all the more as a shock ... the part that are drove through is 
simply one vast brothel. Each of these rooms on the ground flat ... had a bedstead in 
the background with a curtain which could be drawn when in use. 1 suppose. In fmnt 
of each room seated on chairs or ~valking about in fiont importuning women of all 
ages and nationalities. O n  the upper story at each \\rindow was seated a woman and also 
in the background could be seen a bed on the floor. I never thought it possible for vice 
to be paraded so openly anywhere. We \verr continually being tackled by the women. 
some of w h o ~ n  even went the length of hying to get into the carriage beside us. As far 
as I could see the different nationalities kept prety well by themselves there being a 
native, Japanese, and English or European quarter or districts.. .Altho' an experience. ~t 

was n~ost disgusting and sad, and I wac pleased when once are  got back out of it ... l 
should say roughly that there are three 111ilt.s [5km] of streets devoted to nothing 
elsc. ..All the women are of course very gaily dressed. and a number of them very good 
looking, but \\.hat a life to lead.. . I  pity the poor wretches, how they live the life I don't 
know, it must be awf~il. 

A long train journey to  Madras followed. and daily, for two weeks after leaving 
Bonlbay, he  had t o  be  inspected for plague and carry a plague passport. Over  one  
nlillion people died from plague in India in 1904 and, as it was present in Bombay, 
strict precautions were being taken. 111 Madras he  met men  from the  Upper  Burma 
survey department w h o  were a 'wreck \vith fever'and full o f  awful yarns about the  
Burmese country Forrest had to  pass through. H e  consoled himself that these 
might b e  gross esaggerations, but there had been a long history o f  disputes along 
the northern border between 'the peaceful Shan, less peaceful Kachin, and head- 
hunting Wa'.' Augustus Raymond Margary (1846-1875). the first Englishman to  
traverse the route between Burnl.1 and Yunnan, was murdered near the border. 



There h ~ d  also been endless ditticulties in clef ning the boulidary betcvecn Burma 
alld China. Surveys of the Burma-China boundary con~rnissio~l in 1897-8 linked 
on to the great Survey of India pursued with such determination by William 
Lalilbton and George Everest tlirougl~out thc first half of the nineteenth century.' 

Forrest crossed to I<angoon in bad we~~ther ,  in an overcrowded, dirty boat in a 
stench in which 'one child died and was throwil overboard like a bundle of brown 
paper'.The engines kept breaking down and as darkness fell over the delta of the 
Irrawaddy river the powerless steamboat waited for a rescue launch - and Forrest 
felt heartily sick of  the voyaging 'that takes Ine away from all I love and I have 
nothing to do but think'. 

The heavy rain 'ind heat in Rangoon were 'atrocious': 

;I rnln that makes the opposite side of the street appear as through a mirt, every day 
~ccompanied bv heavy thunderstorms ... I never heard such thunder, not eve11 in 
Ai~stralia.. . I t  \%IS like whole batteries of artillery fir~ng together. 

Though everything was 'simply steaming', he visited the magnificent, gilded 'Shive 
Dagone' pagoda and nearby lakes, as well as running round the city getting things 
together for the journey and the work to come. H e  bought a rifle and revolver and 
200 rounds of  ammunition for each, besides blankets. waterproof sheet, camp 
bedstead and niedicines, before setting off by train to Mandalay, which is 450 miles 
(700km) horn the sea.There he chose to continue the next 350 miles (55Okm) to 
Bhanlo by the cheaper and pleasanter paddle stealner of  the Irrawaddy Flotilla 
Company, enjoying the ~nagnificent river scenery. 

The  small to\vn of  Bhamo, in Upper Burnla, was the limit of  steamer service up 
the Irrawaddy. Beyond the hills lay China, only about thirty miles (50km) awn): 
Since 1867 the British had the right to station a conlmercial agent at Bhamo, to 
profit horn overland trade across the fiontiel-, but in 1904 there was still no road 
taking wheeled transport into China.After the first ten miles (16km) t l~ere was only 
a mountain track along which caravans of  laden mules and ponies carried the goods 
of two empires. A steep path froti1 the river led straight to the huge caravan camp, 
which in the dry season would be full oftethered animals, heaps of  Chinese saddles, 
and an exciting atnlosphere with a mixtnre of  races and the flow of  traffic. How- 
ever, Forrest arrived in early July. at the height of  the monsoon, and the (British) 
Deputy Commissioner at Bhanlo strongly advised him to go back to I<aligoon and 
wait until October when conditiolls w o ~ ~ l d  be better.' This was the 1 s t  thing that 
Forrest would do; he urgently wanted to press on to Tengyueh (Tengchong), the 
first \v~lled town beyond the fi-ontier. H e  was given a letter of  introduction to Mr 
Litton. \vho \vas C O I ~ \ L I ~  at Tengyueh atid a particular friend of Bulley. Forrest 
gained permission to put up at the daks (governnient bungalo\vs) provided along 
the route in Burma and he bought tinned food and other stores. H e  had his 
photograph taken in hi5 ne\iT garb and sellt copies to his brotl~er-, mother. Clem and 
a hiend.The anticipation was immense. He wrote honle: 

I f  I can mdnage, of coursc., once I gct right into Chin.) 1 \hall put oli the 1-cgul.iti011 
Chinese dre.;r, b ~ g  bagp  trouser5 rc.1'1iing to the cnli~lld 2 I U O \ C  ~ I O L I ~  \ \ . ~ t I l  '1 bi9 h.~t 
'1t1d Chinc~c \hoer. Minu\ the pigtail of courrc,. .~ltho' I could I.ruy or~c. 

(This hairstyle of a long plait was il~lposed hy the concluering Manchu.; in 1644.) 
Some I'l-otest~nt missionaries in  chin^ at the time used to wear t l l i~  .11>p;lrel to .;eenl 
less foreign .and sixty years earlier a Scottish pla~lt collector. ILobert Fortune. had 
worn C:hinese dress to esc.qx rccognitioi~ wht.11 he vt.ntured I>e!.ond the 
recopli\ed limit for Europeanc. In 1904 Europe'~ns could II . I \T  pern~it \  to travel 



inland. Indeed only one photograph of Forrest rhows hi111 wearing <:hinese 
costume when, like Fortune, he needed a disp~ire. As hc set o t f fn~rn  Uhanlo he was 
simply relishing the thought of this totally new advrnturr and loved telling his 
family about it. 

I have been advised by nearly evcryonc here to buy a ~ O L L I I R  U L I ~ I I I I ' ~  pirl and takc Iicr 
with nle as a hed~natc and 11elp.You nevt-r knew of that kind o i  th~ng before, dici you? 
I t  is the regulation thing in t h ~ i  country ;tnd ccpcc- ally here and o n  \uch ;I journey as 
I am going.They run from 100 to 1,000 rupee$ nccordlng to their attractlvenc\t and 
purityN1 the lunniarriedl officer5 in the rcgi~ncnt\ r t~t~nncd here, and thcre arc t11rc.c 
regiment\, betidei all the civil authoritiec.. . keep t11ern.The p~rl-; arc \\in~pIy delighted 
with having a European for a husband. if you like to call it thst, and I could pct ;I dozen 
tomorrow if I wanted them, ranglng from 10 or 12 to 20. I ha\.e heen laughed a t  \cveral 
times for protesting against ~t ... but I wouldn'r touch any of them \vith 3 tJrry ct~ck. 
There ic only one wolndn in the \vorld for me 2nd t11.1t IS Clem, and \he i\ wliitc all 
through.. . I  have kept straight all nly life and I have every rcdsorl In the \vol.ld t o  keep 
straighter than ever.' 

With that reassurance he sent fondcst love and kitses to all the fanlily and rct off 
for the frontier. 

For this first experience of the 1nai11 B u r ~ ~ l e ~ e  trade route into China Forrest kept 
a daily diary in an exercise book.' In this he vividly recounted for hit family the 
terrible conditions of his journey the countryside through which he passed and the 
people he met. As it was the only diary he ever kept and holds suc l~  intrinsic and 
historic interest, some details \\.ill now be given to show the experience through 
his eves, as he encountered a rlew culture and landscape. It is a record not only of 
the proble~ns he had to overcome. but of the way he solved them. O n e  early lesson 
was that the essential co-operation of both nlan and beast \vas not easily \yon, 
especially in the monsoon. H e  wrote home that 'The stubbornness of the Chinese 
muleteer is proverbial here and only equalled . . .  by his animals'. However, 
frustrating delays were turned into opportunities to rneet people, drink with them 
and learn his first words of Chinese. Ordeals could be forgotten in the joy of 
watching \vildlife or exanlining an orchid. Then his spirits \vould lift, ~nakiug all 
seem worthwhile, as if the discovery re-energired hi111 to go on. 

This adventurous naturalist never knew the phrase ' I  give up!' H e  had a mission 
he took seriously and an utter deter~rlination to fulfil his task. His instinct was to 
be alert, adapt and to consider risks and challerlges as the spice of life. The  diary 
reveals his keen observant eye, his quick sizing up of  situ~tions and his astuteness of  
reaction to dangers and difficulties. V ~ N  few Europeans entered China by this 
route, so he al,o aroused much curiosity among the local people. H e  was offered 
hospitality and exchanged gifts, even though to some, as a European, he was a 
'foreign devil'. 

Norie the less. when he arrived in Tengyueh he wrote to his mother admitting 
the journey had been most trying and had taken not the nine days that he had 
anticipated. but twenty-three days to cover 150 miles (24Okm). ' I  think if I had 
known what I know now of the road, I would have taken Mr  Bulley's ddvice and 
stayed in Bhamo for the winter.'. 

The  inexperienced Forrest knew no Chinese or Burmese and could not find an 
interpreter to go with I l i~ l l ,  SO he took two servants. one Chinese who could speak 
Burmese and one Hirldu who could speak Burmese and very little English. The 
~nuleteers objected strongly to tr<~velling in the rain, and caused a day's delay, but 
eventually Forrest set otf^~vith nineteen bullocks and mules loaded for the Consular 
and Customs service in Te11gyut.h. ah \veil as his own nvelve bullocks. three mules. 
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c o ~ n p o u n d .  As darkness fell he examined the tlickering firetl~ec.'one of  the prctticst 
sights of  this country'. H e  tinled their tlashes of  light and \vrote ;i detailed description 
o f  one  he captured in a n~atchbox.  

Their  journey through the hills w a s  Inore o f a  night~nare.  H e  su~nniarised it in a 

letter to his  noth her: 

The roads were frightfill, ~nile\ [of] 11otl1111g Imt \tre.llnr ~ n d  ditchr.5 ro~netimcr belly 
deep and whilst on the hills \ve hdd to negotii~te Ilumcrolts landslip\ and Ilea\? 
mountain torrents. Most of these had no bridge and had to bc forded.' 

As they left the village overnight hea\.y rain caused the head nluleteer t o  dvoid the  
valley road and steer for the heart o f  the hill$. Even so the track was very boggy, in 
many places under water. Forrest rode a ~l lu le ,  admiring the strerlgth, endurance 
and agility o f  these ariimals. 

The mule I rode. to avoid a sloughy picce of ground. zhmbered up an allnost 
perpendicular hank over Sit. 11.5mI high before I could $top it or in fac-t kne\v \vlidc it 
was going co do ... \\ralking along .I fe\v pacer [it] jumped do\vn on to the road agdin. 
It  was an awful drop for such an animal. and I fully espectcd to come a cropper but it 

landed quite e.~sily. 

T h e  hills were wreathed in mist and the rain poured down,  and Forrest was pleased 
when they arrived at a dak with a view across the Irra\vaddy to  the n~ountdins.  

As they climbed higher. the delightfully cool air 011 the ridges contracted with 
the 'disgustingly muggy' valleys, but  the track cut o n  the side o f  the hill demanded 
their concentration, as the mules seemed to  insist o n  wallung o n  the very edge, 
with a drop o f  600-700ft. (1 80-2 1 Om) do\vn to the river belo\v. 

I knot\: I can stand a lot of that sort of thing without light headedness. but at last the 
one I was riding fairly frightened rile. Its h ~ n d  near foot slipped at a crumbly place, and 
I thought nly time had come a t  last. I t  \vas only with A great struggle that it recovered 
itself and you I I I ~  be sure I got ofl-for b ~ t  then. 

T h e  next day Forrest had his first experience o f  a flimsy b a n ~ b o o  bridge across a 
small nlountain stream, the bamboos having n o  fastening, one  set simply being laid 
across the other.They covered twenty miles (32km) that day and Forrest felt 'rather 
done-up' o n  reaching their destination.'lt is n o  joke sitting for such a long time in 
the saddle in a blazing sun and inoist heat'. H e  was dosing one  o f  his boys with 
quinine and antefebrine and hoped he  \ \~ould not succumb himself as he  watched 
the jungle swarming with monkeys on  the far side o f  the river.The next day the 
boy was alnlost unconscious and they \vt.re not  able to ford a tlooded river that had 
n o  bridge. ' O n e  o f  the n~uleteerz stripped at nly request and tried to ford it t a h n g  
a rope across, but was nearly s\Irept a\vay'. Forrest su~lu~iar ised his position: 'Heavy 
rain, flooded rivers. beastly roads, and fever. with the chance o f  taking it badly 
nlyself. Hon,ever, \vith the e s c e p t i o ~ ~  o f  a slight depression at not being able to  
proceed, I never felt better in nly life'. This was aiter a 'lively night' with b u g  the 
size o f  lentils s\ilarming in his bed. 

His bravado \\:as tested \vhen Forrest decided that a three feet (a metre) overnight 
drop in the water level, was sutficie~lt for them to ford the stream: 

I t  took us about t\vo hours to get everything sdfely acros~.The n~uleteert \vere all naked 
.lnd it took two to pilot c.~ch bu1loi.k s.~fely acro\r. Mort of the things got \vet. more or 
Icsc. ~ n d  a nunlbcr o imy  films sot spoilt and dlso a part of a side ofhacon. 
I h.ld to $\vim nly pony over part of the bare-backed to keep the saddle dry. and 
\var \wt  up to the \v.li\t before I \ v ~ s  finished \vith the job. 



As heavy rain then continued for the rest o f  the day, even Forrest admitted, '1 
liaveri't even the spirit left in m e  to  keep my eyes opeti for flowers. It took rile 311 

I krieu, t o  keep n ~ y  pony or1 its feet the path was so rough and slippery'. As tIley 
arrived for the night at 3 'disnlal hole', everything and everyone soaking. he  begnll 
t o  wish he had heeded advice to  wait another month.  'I will just have to make the 
best o f  it and push thro'. . . If  all goes well w e  will reach the frontier t omor ro \~~ , '  

More  troubles were in store. About two  miles (3k111) fi.0111 catlip a large landslip 
had carried away three-quarters o f  a nlilc of track.They had to strike across a ridge 
by a jungle path and every rider had a fall, including Forrest. Luckily even the boy 
weak with fever escaped serious injury and they c lan~bered round other  landslips, 
although walking t h ~ ~ u g h  the tall grass disturbed the clegs, horseflies that drove 
tlietn nearly crazy. Forrest'killed a very pretty snake today o f  a beautiful bottle green, 
as it was crossing the path in front o f  us. It was about three feet la metre] long.' 

About midday they met two Ch i t~ese  soldiers o f  tlie frontier guard. Each was 
a r ~ n e d  with a fearsome dha, a Burmese weapon wit11 a d o ~ ~ b l e  handed, slightly 
curved single-edged blade   bout two feet (00cn1) long. carried in a wooden scabbard 
slung by a henby cord, high up  o n  the shoulder, so that tlie weapon rested below the 
armpit. Forrest and his men were told they could g o  no further. 'Like the man in 
the song', wrote Forrest,'we had conle to a river that w e  couldn't get across'. 

Forrest cursed inside while much talking went  o n  and thell the gentlenlanly senior 
soldier, with a pigtail down to  his knees, brought Forrest a bottle o f  rice spirit. called 
arrack. for his refresli~iietlt, and offered him o n e  o f  the banlboo and grass huts.The 
whole encounter 111ade a great i n ~ p r e s s i o ~ ~  on  Forrest, w h o  later described the nun's 
dress: the LISLIJ~  baggy blue trousers, with a loose, plum coloured silk jacket, figured 
over ~ v i t h  Chinese designs and figures in black, and long loose black sleeves and gold 
buttons. H e  wore an agate bracelet o n  each wrist, had enormously long fingernails 
and saluted Forrest 'by shaking hands with himself, and bowing'. A three-cornered 
conversation followed, helped by one  o f  Forrest's boys. Forrest l ~ t e r  wrote. 'You 
would have died i fyou had seen us each trying to  outdo the other in politeness, and 
a circle o f  40 o r  50 nluletrers and soldiers admiring us'. Forrest explained his work 
and the senior soldier said he  would at once  call ou t  all the coolies o f  the 
neighbouring villages atid get a bridge built, but  it would take at least four dayr. At 
that tnoment there was only ;I n'lrrow b ~ n i b o o  footbridge slung across the raging 
torrent about 30ft. (IOln) h o v e  the \lrater. 

A visit o f  three local headmen was preceded by a gift o f  a duck,  a fowl, five doze11 
eggs and three visiting cards each cot i ipr i~ing a strip o f  red coloured pdper o n  
\vhich their names were printed in bl.~ck in large <:hinest. chardcters. Two men 
wore Chinese dress, black silk with can;uy coloured sashes .rnd blue trousers, and 
had come  to  superintend the building o f  the bridge.The other,  a \enior soldier. was 
particul'~rly kindly and polite, offered Forrest hospitality in his v i l l ~ g e  and tried to 
teach Forrest his first few phrases o f  (:hinese. T h e  first \V,IS 't'sing t'\o', o r  'pr.~y be 
seated'. In return Forrest opened a bottle o f  c.hcrry brandy 21id p r o t I > ~ ~ d  sotite 
biscuits and cigarette9 dnd ;III i111111~1isely happy hour  eticued u n t ~ l  the nien took 
their leave a ~ i d  about fifty coolie5 began to u w  their d 1 1 ~  to  cut tlie tiniber illid 
bamboo for the bridge. 

T h e  next day Forrett received nlore gift\ of  chicke~i \ .  ducks . I I I ~  egg\ bciore the 
i.une gentletnen re.ippe.~red with an estrn h c ~ ~ d m . l n  , ~ n d  t\vo wrv.lntt .IS hod>,gi~.lrdr 
. ~ r m e d  \\:it11 very long, handsomely mountcd clh.~\.The 11t.\\, In.in otfi.red l~o\pitality 
ill hi5 honle and a pony. Forre\t r e f ~ ~ w d ,  t h o ~ ~ g l l  t.~ctC~illy o t l i , r i ~ ~ g  .I tin of  h i t  . ~ n d  
;I bottle of  \1~11isky.'I d o  \ \ : I ~ I  I could spe.ik the I ; I I I ~ L I . I ~ ~ ~ ' .  \vrot~. Forl-c\t: I I ~ r y  \L%rni 



so pleased when I appear to  understand anything they say'. H e  knew it would help 
him, too, for he later privately admitted irl'Ten~y~1e11,'l have felt horr~bly depressed 
at times ... For one thing ! had no one to speak to i t1  all that ttme and I took to 
rtroorriry which isn't good for anyone'. 

Two days later Forrect opened another bottle of whisky and a tin of  plums to 
welconle his three friends and they wrote down his name in (:hinete.They ordered 
two soldiers to attend to Forrest and his servants, but this turned out to be A mixcd 
blessing as they smoked opium and gambled most of the day and one night they 
had a row, one of them receiving hvo stab \vounds that Forrest had to attctld to. 

Despite almost incessant rain, the bridge was completed in five days and Forrest 
persuaded his reluctant bullock Inen to continue their journey to the nearly village 
of Man-Hsietl, where they had to report to the cu5tonlr house of the frontier. 
Forrest described the filth and stench of this village ac nuking any ordinary manure 
heap at home seem sweet and beautiful, but luckily the head-nlant house was 

perched on a nearby hill and he kindly offgred Forrest his own bed for the night 
while he slept on  the floor. (Unlike in Burma. no bungalowc were provided for 
travellers by the Chinese government.) Because the continuous heavy rain made 
the roads almost impassable, with deep. dangerous water-filled holes and enormous 
corrugations, this kind man tried to persuade Forrest to stay a few days, but Forrest 
still pressed on, after exchanging a tin of  fish for their eggs and fowl. A letter of  
introduction was sent on to the nest village and Forrest had an escort of two 
soldiers to take him to Tengyueh. 

Once in China they had days of heavy marching through paddy tields along the 
'bunds'between terraces. Even 011 horseback Forrest n7as soaked up to the knees and 
splashed to the hat with mud.The s~nall villages they passed through were a sea of 
mud on either side of the causeway and the black p i g  \\,allonred and fed on the 
excrement and refuse. ' I  used to be rather partial to pork'. wrote Forrest.'but never 
again after what I have seen here'. However, they were hospitably wvelcomed at the 
next stopping point and Forrest found a bed already rnade up for him at the back of 
a temple behind the main shrine. after receiving more egp ,  a fo\vl and two pineapples. 

H e  did not foresee what would happen next morning. H e  was woken at about 4 
a.m. by the head priest beating on a large tom-tom hung at the side of his bed and 
an itnmense bell ringing in the nearly tenlple. Four joss sticks were lighted above 
his head and a large pile of  paper was lit between his bed and the shrine, to  make 
an offering to the gods on behdlf of  the dead. Nearly choking. Forrest lay there 
bemused as the gong and bells began again, more paper was burned and prayer mats 
were placed on the floor. only five feet horn his bed, and people began to troop in 
to prayers. 

I thougl~t then that it Lvas t i ~ t ~ e  to get up .~nd was sorry I h.ld not done so earlier as I 
h ~ d  to dress in ti-ont of innumer~ble nlen dnd women \vho \\.ere praying all over the 
place.. .thi\ went or1 all the time I \vas having breakfast. a continual stream of men and 
\vonlen p s i n g  to and fm. I was very uncomfortable but couldn't help smiling when I 
thought of \\,h.~t you people u,oilld have taid could you have seen me. 

Before Forrest left a large crowd had gathered in the courvard and he dispensed 
calomel and quinine to about twelve people. Having tipped the head priest. he then 
departed as the tom-toms and bells were played in his honour.T\venty miles (32knl) 
later they \\>ere housed in a Inore secluded tenlple and \\-ere able to keep out the 
curious and rested the bullocks for a day. Bands of armed robbers called dacoits 
were reported to be roanling the nearby hills, so he a a s  offered an extra escort of 



ten soldiers, but t o  save nloney o n  tips he  took only ~ V O ,  to  add to  the two he had 
already, having one  in f h n t  and o n e  behind and two  with the bullocks.They acted 
as guides and made everyone stand to o n e  side and disnlount t o  clear the way. As 
the next thirty miles (4Xknl) were rough going, mostly along the  side o f  a gorge, 
there was n o  tinle to pay attention to  anything but  their own  foothold o n  the track. 
Tha t  day Forrest was ten hours in the saddle, with only a drink o f  water after 6 am. 
H e  was welcomed at the nes t  stop with a meal and lie used chopsticks for the first 
time, with an audience to watch him. H e  was then entertained with the villagers 
to the headnlan's five-hour shadow play, 'a sort o f  marionette show with the 
shadows o f  the figures being cast o n  a screen'. He likened it t o  a Punch and Judy 
show with lots o f  fighting accompanied by cyt~lbals and gongs. 

T h e  bullocks were footsore and the rain continuous,  so Forrest had to  endure an 
enforced three-day wait that was frustrating after pushing o n  so  valiantly through 
the gorge. H e  also learned that Litton had passed through in the opposite direction, 
so would not  be  at Tengyueh to  greet h im.  N o n e  the  less, Forrest was anxious to 
get on  and when  they found the next proposed stopping place was 'filthy and 
vernlin ridden' he  resolved to reach Tenbvueh that night, however long it took to 
cover the next tell ~ ~ l i l e s  (16km). His rnen objected strongly, so  he closed discussion 
by getting o n  his pony and setting off alone to  cross the  fertile plain. This was a 
gamble, but it worked. His men  had a meal and then decided to join him. They 
arrived at 10.30 p.m., worn  and weary, travel stained but  safe. Forrest put  up at an 
'inn' for the night and tucked in to  a 'make-do' nieal o f  rice and hard-boiled eggs. 
H e  had had n o  food for fifteen hours. N o w  he  could relax, and he  ' turned in dead 
tired'. H e  had come  by a long and treacherous route, a three-week foolhardy 
struggle at the worst t ime o f  year, but  his strong constitution had favoured hi111 and 
he  had n o  fever. H e  had reached his first destination, the  walled town ofTengyueh 
(Tengchong), in t h e Y ~ m n a n  province o f  China  (Plate 21). 

Launched by Litton 
Forrest was n o w  in the 'Flowery Land' o f  China  known for it5 cultural appreciation 
o f  flowers, in gardens, designs, and symbolic associations such as summer with the 
lotus flower and August with pear blosson~. However, he entered Imperial <:him 
towards the end o f  the Manc11~1-led Q i n g  dynasties (3644-191 I ) ,  whetl Imperial 
control was weak. H e  also entered the province of \ (u~lnan,  in the remote south-west 
of China, where there were many ethnic minority groups with their o w n  traditions 
and cultures. Nevertheless, each district o f Y ~ ~ n n a n  had its own  Chinese civil oficial 
w h o  wore a traditional, Chinese In~perial  costiltne. This i~ic luded a symbolically 
embroidered rank badge or  nlandarin square it1 which the image o f  the sun 
sytnbolised the emperor ~ n d  the oficial's rank was represented by a particular 
animal, turning to\vards the cull. jurt as the oficial turned towards the enlp2rOK. All 
tl-avellers had to pay respects and dues to the <:hincse oficial. although e;lse of  travel 
was also at the mercy o f  social unre\t ovcr which o f i c i ~ l d o n l  had littlr control. 

T h e  province o f Y ~ l n n a n  had long remained virtu;llly ~ ~ r ~ k n o w n  to  the Llritish. 
T e n ~ y t l e h  was o n e  o f  the most recent and remote o f  the tredty ports created in 
Chin:) t o  serve 13ritish and othcr  Western intrrests i l l  tr'lde. diplomacy ;und 

Oppl-)site: evangelisn~. It had only been staffed since 1890. T h e  Union flag flew from the 
I'l~tr 2 1 .  T e n ~ u e h  \trcct 
\+,it11 .I c~ry g.lte 111 the flagstaff o f  British consul;~te\ and His Majesty's cons~l l  . ~ t  Tengyueh \vas a 'listelling 

~ I \ ~ A I I C C .  A Forrest eilr' near the Burma border, keeping at] eye o n  trade :~lld social ;ind politicill unrest. 
photograph, 1)errnlbcr ready to deal pmct~c.llly and l cg~~ l ly  lvith r~nel.getlcics involving Ur~tiqh <~tbjrcts.  
1 ~ 0 5 .  W h e n  Forrest arrived. the acting Uriti\h consul o f T e n h y u r l ~ ,  M r  <;.J.L. Litton, hnd 





been based in Tenbyueh for three years (I'late 22). An enterprising and energetic 
nl,lll. he had a special aptitude for the post. H e  travelled widely in Y L I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
venturing through mountainous, unmapped a r e s  alrnost unknown to Westerilers. 
Litton reported to the Foreign O f i c e  in London on  such varied affairs as the salt 
trade, the army and the possibility of  opening up further communications with 
Burma. H e  attended annual Sino-Burmese meetings to settle issues arising from 
tribal raids across the border. Indeed, he had been nearly killed oil the Burnlese 
frontier when attacked and knocked unconscious by Wa tribesmen with stones and 
crossbows. When he came to, the two Britkh men \vith him were apparently dead 
and Wa were hacking at their heads 25 yards (23111) away. H e  shot one man who 
ca111e towards him brandishing a sword." 

In 1904 Tengyueh had a population of  only 1,400 people including four British 
residents: Mr  G.J.L. Litton in the Consular Service and three men enlployed by the 
Imperial Maritime Customs Service. A fourth man had recently died of malignant 
smallpox. The  Conl~nissioncr of  Custon~s, the Hon Cecil Napier, was the eighth 
son of  Robert Cornelius Napier (1819-18YO)1" who was created 1st Baron Napier 
of Magdala and given the rank of  Field Marshal after commanding the Abyssinian 
Expedition and capturing the fortress of Magdala.ll T h e  pomp of his state nlilitary 
funeral in St. Paul's Cathedral was said to  have been the most imposing spectacle 
since that of  the I h k e  of Wellington's funeral in 1852. 

Compared with the older, larger, coastal treaty po l - t s ,Te t i~y~~eh  was a lonely and 
difficult European posting. For com~nunications the stafy relied on the telegraph 
lines and postal services dependent on  mules and runners. In this tiny foreign 
comnlunity, isolated from fanlily and fiiends, people were thrown upon each 
other's company.There were no pleasant social diversions, like the races held in the 
larger treaty ports, so travellers were especially welcome, bringing fresh 
companionship and news. Forrest had plenty of  stories to tell and was overjoyed to 
converse in English again. 

At Litton's invitation, Forrest settled con~fortably at the consulate and explored 
the town with a soldier escort. H e  wrote home that the city was surrounded by a 
'real. fired brick, wall', 30ft. (9m) high and .ibout IOfi. (12111) thick, \vith four gates. 
Food fionl the surrounding plain was brought to the ~narket  every five days, 
attracting crowds of  people to the stalls displayed under two lines of ban~boo  and 
paper umbrellas along each side of the main street. H e  was aware of  sonlc insults 
being thrown at him and, like the other Europea~~s ,  he was always x m e d  and got 
through the crowd\ by having the soldier loft. (3111) in front of  him, shouting and 
p ~ ~ s h i n g  people out of the way. At night the Europea~~s  had all escort of four 
soldiers and a procession of servants carrying Chinese paper Iantcrns. Forrest made 
light of this to his fanlily. but he also reported Litton's explanation, ' If  it wasn't for 
the punisl~ment which they know would be metcd out to them our lives would 
not be worth a moment's purchase'. 

Forrest spent six busy days in Tengyweh. There were so many basic prnct~cal 
matters to be attended to, ;IS he learned ~ n d  ;~dapted to thC n.ny of life in Itnperial 
China, accunlulating the necessary papcrwol-k, currcncy and other ;irticles 
necessary for his travels. Litton wrote and spoke (:hinesc fluently, having learned 
both Cantonese dnd M'lndnrin. H e  proved to bc J mo\t li\.c.ly. helptill f i - ie~~d and 
Forrert acknowledged his good fortir~le i l l  having Litton's .~\\i\t~~uct. .  

Litton .Inti Napier, who \\,ere both  bout Forre\t's . lg~. 1 ~ 1 d  the f i~n  of cleci~iing 
Forrest's 11onor.1ry C h ~ n r s r  n.unr, Fu Li511i (I'l,~tc 2.3). The) tr.l~~\l.ltcd it  L ~ \  'FLI tht. 
Ie;u-ned scholar'. ('ILather ridiculous. i511't ~ t ? '  \vrotr For~c~st.) Hi\ Ilr\\, tl.1lnc \\,n\ 
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Plate 24. Silver ingots: currency used by George Forrest inYunnan under 
Imperial rule on his first two expeditions. 
Above: 'Y~ansi' in~ots cast in rounded iron moulds. All have concentric 
ripple mvks on tgeir surface and bubble marks on the unders~de. 
kght :  5-ounce (140@ 'fqbian', or saddlepack ingots stamped with 
~i.9-r miks and made inYunnan.The scale is in c e n h t r e s .  
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drcs\rd In Til)c~t.111 C ~ X ~ I I I I I C .  Ii.iv111g \ p e ~ l t  \c\-c.r.~l nlontli\ ti~l-thrl- ~ ior t l i  111 <:Ii111e\c Pf.~tc 27. hlll~or ki.I<. 
T1bet.111 couiltry bet\veen T'icli~c~ilu (K .~ngd~ng)  ~ n d  1 3 a t ~ n ~ .  H e  h.id iliade friends ~)J \ ' I c \ ' \  1')'lS IIlJp oj 

\\-it11 the I ~ m . i \  in the .ire2 .lnd \poke Tibc.t.1n. H e  reporred to Littoll t h ~ t  ( : l i~~ie \e  }'"'[ N.W YL1lll'dl'. 
\Ii(nv111~ ~111\~1rve\eci 

i~ l t l u rnc r  \v.i\ decli~iillg 111 those bordrrl'ind\ 'ind eniissaries o f  the (;r.~nd L~1ni.1 .Irc.i\. t-ntlcllls hl.111k 
\Yere opelily urging thc T'ibet.in\ t o  c.i\t 011- their allegi'~lice to  the C:h~lie\e. Alw, r,Slc,,l, tor rllc. c\ .plorrr.  
tlie cul-rent Uritish Espedinon t o  Lhas'~. led by Younghutband." \\-at r s c ~ t i n g  the 
Tibet'int and anti-English and mti-(~:Iiincee feeling \vas very stro113.'' 

W h e n  Litton met M r  Nichols a g ~ i n  . ~ t  Sung K\vei horse Lir he deciclt-d he h.id 
better see for himself \\.hat \vas 11.1ppe11ing in the Tibetan h o r d e r l ~ n d ~ .  H e  ofrered 
to  take Forrest. 11-arnlng him th.it they ~ o u l d  be pressed for time. but  they would 
go  by Iiorseback. Forrest leapt .it tlie oypor tun iv  to tee more ofYunnan with him. 
H e  relished tlie chance to tra\.erse the ~ i o r t h e r n  ranges to gain a bird's eye vie\\. o f  
the I'ind, its people ~ n d  it\ \\.ildlife. rspeci~lly as Uulley h ~ d  rece~itly ackno\vledgrd 
hie 'Briticli pluck' and give11 him '1 kee hcind to go  where he liked. ( O n  the other 
hand. the Consul G e ~ ~ c r a l , W . H .  Wilki~lron. told them not to go and later wired to 
s ~ y  lie ' \~.irhed hie h'inds' o f  t l ie~n.") Litton and Forretr were mobbed at the fair 
: ~ n d  h.id to  dra\v thcir revolvers 111 \elf-defe~icr; some of  their horses and mules \\.ere 
stolen. O n c r  these \vcre rrpl'lct*d, the t\\,o friends \vere nearly ready. Litton \\-as tall 
and thin compared \vith Forrest's stocky figure a ~ ~ d  they came from ditrel-ent 
h.~ckgrotind\. Litton Ii.i\.i~lg pri\..ite 11le'11is .111d going from E t o ~ i  to  Os io rd  
Uni\.crsiry. l jut  they \vcrc gl:~d o f  r.icli othc.r'\ comp'lny. elljoyed the zame humour  
.ind \li.lrcct .i lo\-c o f c ~ p l o r . l t ~ o n  nnci .~dveliturc. 

Tht. little p.irty zet ot1- ti)r tlic C:liungri~.n (Z l lo~ i~d i .~ r l )  pl.lte.1~1 on their \\-.I\ to 
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l J l~~[c  30. I)II ,II>./~I~IIIOA,I 
/ ~ ~ I I ( , > I I I  grci\\.ll]s .it Nc~\\ 
I3otnn1c (;.l~-ciellr. I t  \\..I\ 

r.11ic~~i 1)). 13c~,\' I I I I ~ \ C * I - \ ,  

f r o ~ ~ i  the tint p.lc!ict of 
\red t b \  ( ;ecir~r 
Forre,\[ from W/c\tclll 
('11111.1. 

tllc ml\\loll tlic). Ii.id t o  u\c .I rope bridse.  \\-here. the* rope, o f  t \ \ ,~ \ tc i i  h . ~ n ~ h o o  tk ln  
\\..I, \trctc.Iicil hct\\-cen t\\.o \trc>~ig po\t\  citlier \idea o f  tlir grc..lt 1.ivc.r. Forl-c\t 
fir$[: t\\.o grce.n c.o\\.h~cie \tins\ \\,ere looprd nr-o~~lld hi\ hod? .111ci p.~'~\cci tIlrollgll .I 

\\-oocic.l1 ' I - L I I I I I C ~ '  t l l , ~ t  \Iici .11011g tlic I-<>PC'. tllc rLll1l1t.l- . i ~ i e l  ropts h t * ~ ~ i g  \\.ell grc.1scd. 
H c  I l c $ c ~ - ~ h ~ d  t o  I3,1ltou1-: 

0 1 1  rc*.~di~lg thi\. L ~ . I ~ ~ ~ ) L I I .  111~1). \\ell h.ive \miled. plc.i\cd tl1.11 Iic n..~\ not t r y n g  thl\ 
, I \ \ J L I I C  C . O L I ~ \ C > .  ForrC\tq\ i , i~~i i ly  \ v ~ \  tolci ~ i r :~~~i . i t ic .~l ly  t I i < ~ t  \ \ . I I ~ I I  tlic p~1\\cllgc*r p11t5 
Il.illd\ 011 ~ I I C  rll~illc-r, the \\.ri\t\ .111d t:~ct. Ii.l\.t* tc) L>c kept \ \ ~ l l  . I \ \ . . I ~  fi.0111 tIlc I-OPC 

l>c.c,iucc. the* \pcc.ii \\,.I\ $0 gre.rt tI1.1t ' the \lightt.\r gr.lzc \ \ -o~~ lc i  111c.111 l > e i ~ ~ g  cut to t l ~ r  
bo~ ic ' .  H e  . ~ d ~ l ~ ~ r t ~ d  t l i ~ t  it felt .I$ i f y o ~ l r  ~lisidt* \\.ere% K l l l ~ ~ ~ g  out .  I t  \\..I\ .I roII~*rco.l\te~- 
~ricic \\.it11 1 1 0  \.~lt,t!, 11ct . I I I ~  Litto11 \vould o111\ cro\\ \\.it11 c*zper~t.~~c.cd . i \ \ l \ t .~~~cc .  

T h c  I I I L I ~ C \  \\-ere .~l \o  \ l u l ~ g  o n  .i runner b!. .I 'ht.II\, l).i~~ci' .111d ~ I \ - ~ I I  .i kick t o  \t.lrt 
tl1c.111. Littoll \\.rote.. ' b r fo r~ ,  the.  lucky h ~ ' . ~ \ t  k~ lo \ \ - \  \\-ll.~r I \  h.rpl>cl~i~lg. Ilc 11.1\ 

hcc.11 \\.li~rlc(i 11.1li .rcro\\ the ri\,cr ,ind i \  \u\pcncic~d I ~ h c  tlic I ) l . o p h ~ ~  bc.t\\.c.cn 
lic.1\.t.11 .lnd c.11-tli . . . . " '  'I'h~-c.c, .P~bct . l~ i \  \vc.l-e \crlt do\\-11 11)- thc I : I - ~ . I I c ~ I  F. l t l~c~-\  to 











Death and Determination 

I sinipl)r rarlrrot l ~ a ~ r .  //iosc..flou~crs 10 he disio~~ered b y  
a i d  rra111c.d '!fic.r Frr~rrrlir~~cri. 
C;. Forrest to 111s Irrother. 30 I)ccc~r)bcl- 1'1115. 

The best laid schemes.. . 
At the dawn o f  1905 BuUey was fill1 o f  ambitious ideas. In the safety o f  his arnlchair 
at Ness, he  probably never thought what risks he was den~and ing  o f  his plant 
collector. His eye was o n  the goal o f  plants for his nursery. W h e n  Forrest, at the 
China Inland Mission in Tali (Ilali), received Uulley's suggestions, hi, forernost 
thought wvas to  return t o  the Catholic mission in Tsrkou,  to forage for flowers on  
the surrounding mountains. H e  wanted to make a really fine collection there. Aficr 
consulting with Bulley, he  even thought o f  combining this with a grander project 
further north.  H e  wrote to  Balfour: 

I should like to work niy way right acres$ from Atuntze, [eastwards over] thar vast tracr 
of country u-hich is blank on all the maps and \vhich is intersected by the rivers 
Yangtze. Li-tang and Yalung. This is one huge plateau or tableland, of 12-16.000 ft, 
13.500-5,OOOmI and as there have never been Eun)pe~ns on it before. I think 1 would 
be al~nost certain to get hold of come good neu  things.' 

All fatigue disappeared from his mind. risks were not  mentioned, the new 
adventure filled his mind in a huge wave o f  enthusiasnl. 

But  bold plans were to  be  thrown into disarray.The proposed journey toTsekou 
was beset by many risks. This culminated in the most wel l -kno~rn and dangerous 
incident o f  Forrest's life, and his daring has to  be seen against the background 
influences that fed insecurity in an outwardly confident character. 

First, Forrest fell ill inTali before he even started.The mission doctor warned him 
that he  had been overdoing it.Yet it was very difficult for Forrest; new demands 
kept coming and he  was anxious to  oblige. At the request o f  the Consul General 
for Yunna~i ,  W.H. Wilkinson, he had just undertaken a journey o f  t\vo weeks to  
Yunnanfir. And there was always the inner urge to  collect plant specimens and 
seeds. A daily routine. when collrcting. meant a very long day: up  at -ianl. o t T h n l  
camp by ham. then cont i~luous  riding until hpm,  with a short break for titlin. (This 
Anglo-lndian word was often used by Forrest for a light nlidday meal.) 

Forrest also felt n o  security in his job, and had concerns at home, so that professional 
and personal factors made him extra keen to succeed.This led to pressures that were 
partly in his o\vn imagination. Basically he wanted to prove his worth. H e  was anxious 
that Clementina should see the quality of  his herbarium speci~nens and he wanted to 
prove himself to her mother, Mrs Traill, w h o  \\as against their betrothal.' 

Both Balfour and Bulley showved sy~npathy and support \ithen they learned of Forrest's 
personal situation.' Ualfour allo\ved Forrest's personal Ietten to Clem to be posted to the 
Herbarium of  the RBGE: her prrsents (china, a f in.  and the curio of  ladies shoes for 
tiny. bound feet) arrived packed in parcels of  plants. Bulley wrote sensitively to Balkour: 

I am very glad you arc keeping in touch \vith Forrest. He 5ayc he doesn't mind being 
alone. but Yunnan i\ .I pr~.tq ~ . I I -  a\vay cpot, erpeciall! \vhen you are in love. I am not 
interferrnl: In thi.; rl1,lttrr. .;.l\.e that I hare \vritten to Mrr Tra~ll. saying \vhat a high 
opinio~i 1 have of Forrect. A man sh' [should] \\in hr\ \vifc by himself. If you sh' [should] 
I1.1pprn to firrd that Mi$\ Trail1 i s  being ~rnendurabl~ persecuted. I cd' [could] probably 
tir~d \\,ark for her i l l  the nllr\el-). here. But I don'r \vant her to le~ve, unless bad!. pressed.' 



Balfour replied: 

Mrs Traill is I -1rn afraid rather foolish, dnd should have learned by now that no other 
reply than that you have givet~ is possible from those who know Forrest. 1 do not think 
MissTraill ic now so unhappy - the subject ic become 'taboo' at honlc.' 

Balfour's encouragement 
Forrest was fortunate that Balfour w d s  sensitive to  his ups and downs and gave 
most enthusiastic encouragement 2nd s ~ ~ p p o r t .  O n  receiving a case o f  Forrest's 
dried specimens, Balfour nrrc>te: 

... what a treat you have given me! I know so~nething of the difficulties of collecting, 
but my experience of obstacles pales before your descl-iption of the conditions under 
which you have had to work.Yet what a result!Your specinlens .Ire splendid and their 
ir~terest botanically intens e . . .  They have arrived in excrllent condition. Beautifully 
packed and unharmed in transit. 

Balfour was exultant and went o n  to  list five primulas that Forrest had sent: 

The getn is the fifth. 1 believe a nem8 orle. I t  has bluish flowers arr'~nged in a short spike 
at the end ofa  long stalk 'lnd the flo\vers droop like those of a grape hyacinth (.\ltrz.c~rl). 
I should call it /? ri~rrscarioidcs were I describing it. I t  i\ a lovely thing, and oh! If you 
have got seeds it will indeed be an addition to hortic~~lt~tre." 

Tha t  was exactly the news Forrest needed and he duly introduced it to cultivation 
that year (Plate 39). 

O n  receiving a second batch o f  Forrect's plants, Balfour concentrated on  the 
names o f  fifteen plants o f  the saxifrage family and w h e n  Forrest received the list of  
preliminary identifications he  whooped  for joy. H e  wrote h o ~ ~ ~ e :  

Rejoice with me oh my friends. I an1 a t  last arsured that I have diecovered somethtng 
new.. .If the average is kept up through the re\t of the t ~ a t ~ ~ r a l  orderc contained in rny 
collections 1 am a made man as far ns the botanical \vork goes for Itfe. 

T h e n  doubt  took over: 'However, that would be  "ower guid luck".You see I am 
sceptical even yet'. Bu t  Balfour had great faith in h im:  

Your work ought to bring you some reputation as it \v111 crrtait~ly incrcnse your 
knowledge of plants. What I hope may be possible is tl1.1t your collection of dried plants 
may make you knonrn in the botanical \vorld. 

Balfour set about cystenlatically describing Forrest's pl.~nts in Edinburgh ~vh i l e  
encouraging hi111 in a most kindly, avuncular way: 

You must take c.~re of y o ~ r  he'llth. I don't l~kc  t o  hear of your Il'1vi11g it'ver \ L I C I I  .15 YOU 

describe. Wishing you c o ~ ~ t i t ~ u e d  succes\ and r h ~ n k i t ~ g  you tnost \\,;11-1nly for .ill you 
have done and for your interesting letters.' 

Danger! 
Forrest regained his health and set off f r o n ~  Tali forTsekou (I'late 3H). O n  arrival at 
the end ofApri l  he  wrote: 

1 have hdd a terribly trying journey.. . 1 lo\t a ~ ~ l u l e . .  . it k I I  over .I prccipic~. hrc.lking 
its back in three places, the two ccrscs \vhich it  c . lr~-~ed \rere snlnsht'd to .ltonl\.' 

I l e ~ p i t e  warnings o f  brigands .lnd deep snow. Forrest h.ld trted to cross the Wt'i Hsi 
pass bet\veerl theYangtze and Mekong rn8ers. and  this rnult. h.ld slipped ill tht' SIIO\\: 

His men  refused to go o n .  Forre.;t was left with t l ~ ~  prohle111 o i  ]lo\\- to c-.lrry his 
baggage over the mountainous w ~ t r r s h e d .  H e  got ou t  o f  thi, p r - r d i c . . ~ ~ ~ l c ~ ~ t .  ns \vas 



l'l~tc 39. Pr1rt1141t1 I I I I I S L ~ ' I ~ I C ~ ~ < ~ C ~ S ,  tirtt 
tntroduced by Forrc\r in 19115 and 
one of  h ~ c  tirtt ditco\.erte\ to be 
p~~blithed. 

to be his trademark. by beisiendit~g the nes t  people \\.ho came along. A part) o f  
Lissoos clppronched: 

Wild-looking fello\v\ they \Yere. dretrcd J\ the Tibetans drc. ~ n d  ar~ned \vtth s\vordc. 
guns, uot\ho\r-t and tlic li.~ted poi\o~ied ,arrc)\\~s. (See I'late 50.) They <J\\, the tis 1 \\..IS 
in, and oti Iny .1tk111# tlietl~ (or their atsisunce, re.~d~l!. concentcd to help nlc." 

H e  had alre.ldy hedrci drc~mCltic Chinese stories o f  these people, \\.hose .lrro\vs caused 
'death o n  the slightest scratch' and \\rho had the reputation as robbers on  this ratlgc. 
having sent J mandarin on his \yay \vith 'nothing on but his breeches.""Yet they 
helped him carry loads \veighing 8Olbs (Shkg) through deep $no\\: Occasion.~ll!; .I 

man 2nd hi% load ~vou ld  disappear 2nd then 311 hd~illS had to turll to dig hirn out.  
Forrt-st put up at a headman's house and \\.as vislted by a French priest o f the  Mission 

Apostolique. 1'2re Uourdonnec, \\rho could not spedk English. Fedrtitl rie\vy poured out 
and Forrest got the gitt of  it. Thousands of  1'11n.l~ tiom further north L I ~  the Mekong 
v'llley \\-ere o r 1  the \\'.l~-path 2nd only three Jays ~ I I I  T.;zkou. T h e \  had ~l ready 
murdere~i (:lli~lc<e \oldiers, native Christi~ns 2nd .I French nl~ssiona~-y, 1'Prc Mussot. 

Forre\t .~rri\.ed .lt Tcekou to  find it 'pr,ictic.llly in A st.lte oisiege'. lo\\. in food and 



Itrght: 
l ' l~tc 40. .\~~~r~iocIr~rIs ~ ~ I / I I C I I ( ~ I I ~ ~ S ,  tint 
zollt.cted by Soulii. nc.11- Tsrkou .ln~l 
1dtc1- fo~llid \t.vcr.~I tiliic)~ by Forl-c\t. 
Thl\ i c  one of thr h , ~ n d . ; o ~ ~ ~ ~ * s t  o i  
solour ior~llr. 

Oppo\ite: 
l'latc 4 l . K l r o t i ~ ~ d o ~ d r ~ ~ r r , l ; ~ r r c ~ s r i ~ ,  
d~rro\.rrt.d by Forrrct in Kln11.1n 
bchrc lie w ~ r  ricarly killed 11y Ir~rli.l\  

In I1j05. I t  ha\ been I I I L I ' ~  u\ed i l l  

1iybriiii~dti011 p r o ~ r ~ ~ ~ l i ~ ~ i e s .  

daily expecting a n\i \~t  fi-or11 the I . l ~ i i . ~ \ .  Ht. 11e~1rci t1i;lt (:olisul Litton \\-.I\ on  h15 \v*iy 
\\-it11 O I I ~  I i u ~ ~ d r r d  1ndi . i~  troops . I I I ~  \\.rote L I I I C ~ I I V ~ I ~ C I I ~ ~ ~ ~  t o  L~.II~OL~I-.'WC' \vill feel 
r n ~ ~ c h  safer ,iirer hi\ a~-riv,ll'. B.rlk)ur \ \ . ~ s  tilled \\zit11 gr,rve 'l~nxicty. 

Later, Forre\t lir.lrd tli,lt the. French 11it~dic.ll m~ss ion~~ . ) : J t . . ~~ i  A~~c l r i '  SOLI~I;*. aged 
forty-tei~rn.  held beell tortured ; I I I ~  shot . ~ t Y , ~ r . ~ g o n g .  oli t l ~ e Y ~ l ~ l g t z c .  From 1886 he 
h ~ d  been st.1tiont.d fi1rtlir1- north In the Tibet.ln border region\. m,lkillg m.my 
d a n g r l - o ~ ~ c  jo~r rncy \  in  tlic tl-o~rbled Tibet. lr~ h o ~ - d ~ r l a ~ ~ d  to  collect o\:t*r 7.000 dried 
spt'cinlen\ for the  ]'.Iris Museum.  I t  \v.is 11c \v110 L ~ I \ C O V C I - C ~  .\.(~l~rot./rfl~.ir ~ I I / I I ~ ' I I ~ ~ Z  

(I'late 40) and introduced the ' b u t t e ~ - f l ~  bush'. Brrtid1t:jn tir~r~itlii. Hi \  nlurdcrerc \vcrc 
i i31ig~ro~1sIy .it 1i1rgc~ i l l  the I ~ I O L I I ~ ~ . I I I ~ F  ;ilid likely t o  c.lusr 111orc t~-o~il>lt*. 

Anlidst ;ill the fe:11- 2nd rllmous\. Forrest collrl.ted .I\ nl.ln)- p1.111t\ .I\ posr~ble and 
had t\zro men  collecting ior  hinl. In  M . I ~  lie happ~ ly  told U.lIk)ur.'I li;~\.e no\v nc.lrly 
300 cpecies for you. . ~ n d  h.lve loc;~teJ \ o n e  t;~irly good things for MI.. Uulley . . . '  
(I'l.~te 41)." As thc \ve,lthe~- iniprovcd i ~ i  Julie. IIL. \\.;I\ cvc.11 1)~iclt.r c.ollecting. H e  
now employed four nlen .111d fi.olil 11io1-11i11g ti l l  C V C I I I I I ~  tllc,!. \ C O I I I - C C ~  tlic 
I ~ ~ ~ L I I I ~ ~ I ~ I I \ .  ' ~ i i i r i ~ ~ s  tr'ic-ks of ~ l i y  \art". fro111 10- 1 .i.()ooft. ( 3 , ~ ) ~ ) ~ ) - 4 , . 5 ~ ) ~ ) 1 i i ) .  

111 pool-er \veather he  de\,t.lopt.d his p l i ~ t o ~ r . ~ ~ h \  ,111d  ro rot^ 110te\ . 1 0 o ~ 1 t  I I I \  L~I-icd 
s ~ e c i l n e n \ .  number ing .lnd dt . . ;cri l)~~~g c~.rc~li pl.111t. ~ t \  I i . ~ l > ~ t . ~ t  .\lid .1lt1t1111~ O I I  .I \lip 
ofp.lpel. iii\rrted \\.it11 c~'ic.li \ ~ C ' ~ I I I I C ' I I .  111 . I ~ L ~ I ~ I O I I .  t l i ~ ~ l - ~ ,  \ \ L ~ I . L ~  .11\ \ ,1 \ . \  I L , ~ ~ C I - \ :  111 C . I ~ ] ) .  
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July he  had eighteen to  write. Letters were a solace in his solitude, a tonic ;lnd 
inspi r~t ion when they brought good  news. His fanlily \vas very attentive, especially 
his sisters, Grace and Isabella ('Isa'), and w h e n  the lattrr enclosed a celandine 'It \yas 
like a breath t iom the Scotch hills'." H e  was delighted that his family h jd  invited 
Cleln to  spend .I weekend wi th  thenl. 'Many, many, thanks to  you all for bring so 
kind to  her'. H e  had also heard that his brother was renting a house,'Springbank', 
in Lasswa~ie, for his mother  and sisters to move into, and Forrest showed concern 
that they settled happily there. 

111 his business letters he  had good  news fro111 13ulley. w h o  n o w  had a llew and 
esper t  forenian fiom the nursery olVeitc11 and C o .  H e  reported very favourably on 
the paclang and condition o f  Forrest's seeds. Forrest was relieved 2nd told hini of 
recent finds. hoping that his seeds \vould germinate to produce new plants 'fit to 
be introduced to  the  gardening fraternity'.That was the final test he  had to pass. 

Meanwhile morale had deteriorated at the Tsekou mission. Forrest and Litton 
had seen it at its best in the cold dry  season. No\%:, in the heat. Forrest \\,as disgusted 
by the filth, the food and the stinking refuse. H e  tired of 'pork  and slops'and shared 
his tins o f  sardines until the supply ran o ~ 1 t . A ~  for the  lice and tleas:'Oh! HOW they 
snlell when  we crack 'em. Kohn'c [merchn~l t  at B h a ~ n o ]  extra strong insect powder 
is useless, they thrive o n  it '1s a side dish, sort o f  curried Inan feed.'" 

By early July the lalnas still had not  come, but  Forrest and the missionaries 
remained defiant. H e  wrote h o n ~ c :  

We are all mther hun~py with the continued strJln \ve have under~one  for the pis t  t\vo 
months.The want of reliable ne\vc tells on ut more than anytlii~ig.. . Whatever happens 
\vc mean to stick here to the Inst.. .even cuppoting.. . I  have to take to the hills.. . 

T h e  previous year Forrest had promised to  his family that he \\,auld not take 
unnecessary risks, bu t  n o w  he  resolved to  risk staying in the area: 

By going south no\v I thoulcl loce pl-act~c.~lly the wliole seaton. I I I  ,111y case 1 nlight nc 
well be \cuppered as go homr a hilure.Tl~ar IS al\vayt the logic I have in front of me." 

A mixture o f  pride and desperation meant,  t o  h i ~ n .  that staying h ~ d  become a 
necessary risk, in order to  achieve success in his collecting. Besides, there \{,as 
probably a g r im satisfaction in the daring, with prospects o f  discoveries. He 
suppressed his anxiety ~ n d  spent a \veek collecting in the mountains  bout twelve 
miles (1 9klll) north-\i~est ofTsekou.  H e  showed incl-edible deciication: 

For three nightt I slept in .I bog with ip l~ t  pine b o d \  for niy bed. lily cIot11es for 
blankets 2nd .I log for '1 pillo\\: Tl3underito1-nii, ralll, h;~il .ind \now. ctri~ggling over 
avalnnclie~ and glaciers ... Oh! The ganc i\ nor \vorth the ~ ~ l ~ ~ d l r  1 can tc1I yo11 'IC Ie;~qt 
not a t  LlOO [about L.i.500 t od~y l  per yenr." 

R ~ ~ m o u r s  and counter ~LIITIOLI~-s  o f  approacl~ing I'imas conti11~1ed to till thc air.The 
French nlissionaries at Tsekou doubled their sentrics at the rope h r~dgcs   cross the 
Mekong  lxiver. Yct o n  13 July Forrest wac tIil.illed wit11 fuidi l~g rllododendrons, 
p r in l~~ las .  lilie5 and a z a l e , ~ ~  .ind \Ira< \vriting in jubilant frame o f  hi\ discovery of  lnrge 
quantities o f  the b e ~ u t i f i ~ l  yello\v poppy\\,ort, . I ~ C C ~ I I , ) ~ ) S ~ S  i ,r t~:~rj/ ;~li t~.  This \vas the 
flo\ver that the  nursery t i r n ~  ofVeitc11 had disp;itchcd E .H.  Wiljon t o  find In 100.3. 
and here \\?as ;I new localit). hundreds o f  ~nilec ti-om Wilcon's. Forre\t keelily 
described the habitat i l l  det;iil.All his ditficulrie\ \\.ere not \\.ithour rc\\..ird.The find 
gave him a con~petit ive thrill: 

If I 'iln 11ut the tint to \ C I I L I  home \ccd of [ I l l \  \pr( lt.\. I Iloyc t o  Iic rhc t i ~ - \ r  tc, \L , I I< I  ho~llr  
pliotoc o i ~ t  taken irr sirrr. 1 hopc t o  IN. .llllc t o  \ C I ~ C I  ~ O I I  . I  ~ I I I I ~  I>\ IIL.\T 111.111." 



Bulley was currently selling this flower for the cxpensivc suln o f  1Oc.hd. (the cost 
o f a  good pair o f  shoec), so more seed would be  very welcotrir, and a photograph 
would be  a good adver t is r~ne~l t .  

Forrest planned to  be hon l r  in May o r  Junc 190h: 'That ic my present plan but 
you know 'the plans o '  mice an' men '  and there is n o  kno\virig how o r  by what tllir 
may be changed, so don't count  o n  it.''- This turned out  t o  be drradft~lly true. 

Suddenly - ou t  o f  the blue - Ualfour received rtetvs from the Foreign O f i c e .  M r  
Litton, His Majesty's Consul at Tengyueh. had telegraphed: 

. . . There teems unfortunately little doubt that an Englich~lt~n, na~tled Forrest, was 
lnurdcred on July 21, ill the course of the disturba~lcec \vhtch have lately occurred In 
the region of the Upper Mekong (I'latc 42)." 

Balfour broke the tragic news to  Cle~nent ina  and to  Forre\t'$ mother before 
writ ing t o  Forrest's patron, A.K.Llulley: 

Iha r  Mr. Bulley. 
You \\.ill doubtless have heard through the Foreip  Ot+ice from Mr. Litton that there 

is little doubt thdt Forrect has been murdered. 
His last letter to nle arritten at Tsekou on ~ 7 ' ~  May told of the troubles around him 

- of the ~nurder of French Missionaries ~ n d  the scarcit) of food - but though ansious 
he teemed to be confident that he \\,odd come through all right. The date of the 
murder 2 Ic t~u ly  ... shonts that for about two montl~c after hie letter no cricis had conie. 
He Lvas not a man to yield and unlesc there was treachery he \\.odd die fighting as I 
siricerely hope he did. 

You will be as we are all hew deeply grieved by the catastrophe. He seemed to rile 
to be \ho\ving Iiin~self a born collector.The dried plants he sent home w-ere in perfect 
condition, and I gather that you were pleased with the ceedt that reached you from 
hiln. It aac unlucky that he should go up to Tsekou again just .lt the moment when 
the disturbatlcec broke out for apparently that is a centre of a wealth of new vegetation 
and horn whic11 you ~ i l ig l~ t  have obtained a splendid instalnlent o igood things ... 

We have lost a really good nlan from ~vhoni I had looked for great horticulturdl prizes, 
Yours very truly, 
(Sgd.) Isaac Bayley Baliour'" 

Bulley replied: 

I feel very sick.The vile feeling is that this fine young fellolv was worhng for pay for 
me: that hc had to do it because he was poor; and that he lost his life in the ende~vour 
to earn my beastly nloney. 

1 had frequently told him that safet) must be his first consideration, and not flo\vers. 
And ac soon as 1 got his last letter. I \\.rote agaln urging hirn to run no risks. . .Of course 
it never rcachcd him. 

1 cheri5h no hope of hie being alive. He \vas too full of pluck."' 

Incredibly, :,\vithin thirty-six hours,  Ualfoi~r received a telegranl fro111 the  Foreign 
Office that brought  great joy and relief t o  e\:eryone: 'Further telegram received 
from Consul  lin] Y ~ i n n a n  stdting Forrest is alive and s ~ f e .  Gor~ t . ' ~ 'Te leg raph  wires 
were h u m m i n g  with the  happy news. Forrest's fanlily in Lasswade replied. 
'Overjoyed to  have good  news many many thanks'. 

Bulle): the relieved paymaster, ended his nest  letter to Forrest with very firrn 
admonitions:'Sat;.ty must at all times be your first consideration. absolute, undoubted. 
safety. Only  dftrr that is assured are you to trouble your head about flo\vers."' 

111 Yutl~lan. Litton shared in the fClnmily's happy relief, for  h e  and Forrest were 



c lose  f r i ends  af ter  t h e i r  travels t o g e t h e r .  H e  w r o t e  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  Forrest ,  to 
w e l c o ~ n e  Iiinl t o  t h e  C . I . M .  ( C h i n a  I n l a n d  Miss ion)  i n  Tali.  

Tengyueh, August 1 gtll, 1905 
M y  dear Forrest, 

1 dm Inore glad than I can tell you t o  hear o f  your escape. We had all given you up 
SO I I U I I ~ ~ ~ O U S  and so circumstantial were the accounts o f  your death both oficial and 
unoflicial i~lcluding eye witnesses!! I had telegraphed t o  the Foreign Office 'almost 
certain' you had been killed and had written priv6itely t o  l'rofessor Balfour and Bulley. 
Needless to say I h ~ v e  tvired the good news of  your escape to London so that yotir 
people ... will not be long in suspense.You must have escaped by a miracle and I shall 
be eager to h e x  all about it.You must have a good rest and get fit at the C.I .M. atTali 
under 11s Clark's care and I \\rill be along very soon and you can come down here with 
m e  ... Unless you Jre an e x p e r ~ e ~ ~ c e d  journalist write n o  account home,  as I know a 
little about the job  and could help you dish up  an account w h .  [which] ought to bring 
you in Inarly dollars wh.  arc al\v~ys a consideration - I shall bring a shirt o r  two and 
things u:h. nlay be usefi~l to  you . . . g  et back your strength as quick as you can - and 
believe m e  always yrs. sincerely 

(;.Litton 
p.s. I don't know though - Such a mighty pcrson .IS the C O N S U L  G E N E R A L  having 
reported you as dead, can you officially speaking be alive? I doubt  it ... Had you better 
not pretend to be a ghost..  . G.L." 

M o n t h s  passed before  t h e  fanlily c o u l d  p iece  t o g e t h e r  w h a t  h a d  happened .  Lit ton 
first c o n f i r m e d  tha t  'Forrest  b y  s o m e  niiracle has escaped . . .safe . . . after "horr ible  
experiences".  T h a n k  G o d  for  that.'" A le t t e r  fro111 a missionary a t  Tali, da ted  17 
Augus t ,  to ld  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  that  Forrest  was o n  his way  there :  

H e  says he  escaped after ;I fearful experience lasting for 21 days, being hu~l ted  like a 
mad dog  for nine days on  the hills, suffering terrible privat~on - then fell in w ~ t h  some 
friendly people w h o  brought him o n  h ~ r  way.. . Two of  the French Priests he says have 
been nlnssacred. . .Ke,t a\rurcd we \\..ill look after him \vcII when  he is here. and we 
thank G o d  for thus dcl iver~ng him." 

Twelve days later Forrest  felt well e n o u g h  t o  w r i t e  t o  Balfour:  

I have just passed thro' Irhrough] the \vorst esperiencc of  my life and I sincerely l ~ o p e  
I will never be called u p o ~ ~  to suffer thc like again ... l ;Iln in a vet-y weak ~ n d  nervous 
condition now t11:lt the strain is off me. I dld ~ i o t  feel so bad on  my arrival hc.re but 3 
days later was thoroughly prostrated, and as yet I ) r  <:lark prohibits m e  exerting nryself 
in the slightest, o r  do111g anything that \\,ill bring my I;lte experience too viv~dly to 
m ~ n d .  Even t h ~ r  ic written colitrary to hie orders. 

1)r C l a r k  was still t reat ing Forrest's feet, w h i c h  \yere i n  a terr ible  condi t ion  after h e  
h a d  g o ~ ~ e  e i g h t e e ~ l  days barefoot .  Forrest  continued: 

About 20 n~t ivcs  were k~lled. and J great numbcr Inorc captured 'lnd t.lken into el'lvery. 
T h e  head\ and hearts wcrc t.~ken nol-th to Atunze I\icJ . . .  but I t ]  was lucky and ekilful 
enough to beat t h c ~ n  O I I  their o w n  ground . ~ n d  ,lt their own gnlne. Sever'll time.; I was 
surrounded, hut :~lways m;lnngcd to break .lway." 

H e  was thankful  t o  have c.\caped, b u t  d e w l a t e  d bout dll h e  h . ~ d  lost. 

In the \ack ofTeekot~. 1 have lo\t cver).th~ng. 71!0 \pc.c,cc of  d r ~ ~ . d  \pccimr.ns. 70 spcrlc.; of 

plantc'\eed\. Iny c.lnler.1 . I I I ~  OYCI- 5 0  ~leg<~ti\;e\ of F l n ~ ~ t c .  ,111 s t ~ r ~ s ,  bcii, b e d d ~ ~ ~ g ,  t s ~ ~ t \ .  ;ill 
Irtterc, papers, book), ~ ~ ~ c l u d i n g  tho\c. \ \ -h~rh  so L111dly \c~ir  n i ~ ~ ,  .lnd nc.lrIy .TI\. It-lcl.;] 
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F o ~ - ~ - c \ t  ll.ici c.lo\e ~ I C , I I L ~ \ I ~ I ~  \\,1t11 I'i.1-t, I ) L I I > ~ ~ ~ I I . I I . ~ ~  ,111cl~ *I\ L ~ t t o ~ )  li.l~i g ~ ~ c \ \ ~ > c i ,  

Forl-c\t h . ~ d  felt .I lo)~. i ln~ t o  \ t . ~ ~ ~ c i  h\. the* ol~i 111.111 .I\ I1c plulljic~~l I n t o  c\rrt,nlc, y ~ c l -  
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\vllil\t F:or~-c\t h - ~ ~ i t l ~ \ s l > ,  I I I A L ~ C  lcirse o f i i ~ \  o f \ ~ l \ . ~ - r  t o  , I I ~ ) . ~ I I C .  \\.IIo \\.o(~lci c..lrry \o111c 

of Ill\ ctli.c.t\ to  the  \ o ~ ~ r l i ,  tc.ll-ing trh.lt ,111 h i 5  col l~,c-t~oll \  c ) f p l . l ~ ~ t \  ,111e1 h ~ ~ t t ~ ~ - t l ~ c . \  \\.ol~I(i 

bt. lo\t.  'It \ i~ l lp ly  m ; ~ d ~ l e l ~ r c i  111c. t o  scc I I I ~  \?c.cl\ .111d \PCCII I ICII \  1) 111g . I I - O ~ I I I L ~  ill t11e%11- 

c.i\c\. wit11 tllr kno\ \ - l~ .dg~,  tli.tr I 11.1~1 t o  low t h r n l  .ill.' O n  I0 1 ~ 1 l y .  .lt 5~111. .I ~ L I I I I I ~ ' I .  

brought t h e  nr\\.\ th,lt A t u ~ l t z c  h.~ii  f:illt.n. Evcl-yo~lc k ~ ~ c \ \ -  tl~c, ~ i i ~ \ \ i o ~ l  \\.0~11ci L ~ C  I I C ~ S ~ .  

At 7p111 the!. bled. T h t ,  t\\.o c~lcie~.Iy pr i r \ t \  ~ ~ ~ o u ~ ~ t c d  Ilor\c>\ .inel. I I T . I \ . I ~ \  .11-11i~.ci. tll~!. 

,111 hc.idccl \oi~tl i \ \ - .~rd\  .~ lo l lg  t h c  \ \ - o r  ~ . I I I ~  o i  the. M c , k o ~ ~ g  I<I\.cI-. . r h . i ~ ~ d o ~ ~ ~ n ~  tht. 

Frellc.11 (:.~thol~c. M l \ \ ~ o n  .)lid ,111 Forr~.\t ' \  c .ol lcc. t~o~~\ (I'I.itc~ 4.3). 
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T h e  Fathers followed at a distance but, whereas Forrest and Anton crossed the fast 
moving stream using a log as a bridge, the Fathers stopped tlie other side for tifin, 
instead o f  hurrying o n .  Over  a week later Forresc learned that both priests had been 
murdered, and in his letter t o  Clen~ent ina  he spared her IIO horror\: 

I t  'ippenrc that I'kre Uourdotinec was cornered sonie ttme on the second dab; shot do\v~i. 
and whilst still alive cut open and his heart torn out. IJi.re llubernard nlariaged to elude 
hi? pursuers it~ttil the fourth or fifth day when he wat captured.The lamas broke both 
his arnls, tied his handt behind his back atid then led him ofi-in the direction ofTsekou. 
However. he became s o  exhausted t h ~ t  he bekged them to kill him at once. on which 
one of them struck him down with J \word. He \VJS then cur open and hi\ heart 
estracted before death. 130th bodiet were beheaded and all the parts raken north. It is 
the curtotn of tlie natives to eat the heart and brain, and partdke of the blood of their 
ene~nies (ra\v of course) if they have died fighting or if they are Chri\tians. It is said to 
impart bravery. Such would have been niy fate had I Wlen into their hands (I'late 44). 

Forrest had bee11 hiding by day and active at night i n  his search o f  a safe escape route. 
T h e  mail] hindrance was the lanias' line o f  sentries along the crest o f  a ridge, forming 
a cordon blocking all attempts to  go  south. W h e n  he found that his footsteps were 
being followed. he  discarded and buried his boots, waded in a stream and continued 
barefoot. After the third night 'on the run', he found o n  the ground a 'score or  so' o f  
ears o f  wheat. They proved to  be  the only food he had for eight days. And the 
narrowness o f  his escape during that time is shobvn by his account: 

Once, whilst lying aslrep, behind a log in the bed of the stream. I was awakened by a 
toilnd of laughing and talking. ~ n d  on  looking up I discovered thirty of them in the act 
of crossing the \tream about fifr). ydrds above my hiding place. It  \vas a very near squeak, 
both for then1 and for me. 

I3y the end o f  tlie eighth day Forrest was so weak, hungry and exhausted that he 
could scarcely stand. Desperate, he headed for a small Lissoo village to  beg for food. 
H e  entered n hut.  ~ n u r m u r e d  'Tsampa' and collapsed. Fortunately he  had fallen 
anlongst friends w h o  boiled some dough made ofTibetan wheat in water and gave 
it t o  him. H e  knew it was dangerous to suddenly eat this after days without food, 
but he was so hungry that lie gorged hi~nself  and suffered painful agonies and 
diarrhoea for nearly three ~nont l i s  aftenvards. H e  rested there for three days, but  his 
trials were not  over. T h e  next day he  went into hiding when hearing that t h r t y  
lamas were searching for him and then hvo guides accompanied him on  a circuitous 
mountain route to Ye11 Chih.They cut their way through rhododendrons and cane 
breaks to the si111in2it of the Mekong-Sal\veen divide and spent two days between 
'1 4.000 ti and 17,000 ti i4.000 and 5,000mI over snow, ice and wind swept tip-tilted 
strata' that tore his feet to shreds.'"They had n o  cover from the bitter cold at night, 
and not even a fire when it rained too healily for this, and they existed on  tsampa 
and Tibetan tea, catching rain-water in pieces o f  bark. 

It was ironic that Forrest \\,as suffering such hardships in a beautiful mountain 
range among magnificent flowers. H e  told Clem o f  the sights he saw as they had 
pressed on  with n o  t ime to dally.There were: 

teveral specier of rnecot~opsis al l  of  then^ si~rpassingly lovely, miles of rhododendrons, 
arid acre\ of pri~nul.~r of ~vhich I coutlted over .I dozen specier in flower. many of which 
I h.id never wen before.. .Those mountains have, rightly in niy opinion. heen called the 
tlo\vt-r ji'lrdcn of t h ~  \\-odd. 

H e  had even picked a few flowerr, pressed them in his pocketbook and later sent 
the111 to U.il~our. No \\render U;~lfour was to  call him 'a born collector'. 



l'Iclte 44. l'rii11111c1 d~~/i(~ri~~ir~fi~ii i(~,  A 
plilnt of cuthion hahir, fr \ t  
discovered h!. Forrest in 1904 or1 
limc~tone cl~ffs near T \ C ~ O L I .  . I I I I ~  

named in honour of the ~nurdcred 
I'(.rc 1)ubernard. 

Furre5t follo\vt.ci O I I C  cli'thc ridge.; iiritil lle re~chcr l  .\ spnr o\.erIooki~lg the Mrkong 
directly oppotite Ych <:hill. I t  111u\t hnve x e m c d  like the 'l'roriil\cd L:IIIL~'. (:II~IICSC 
ot?icidls c-nmr to hi\ c\-cr-y 11ec.d. H e  found qu.irtc~-\ ill .I Iioi~sc .111d the I-cprt.sent.itivr 
of Llchiang-Fir. \\.ho \\-.I\ c.umpcd for thc cmc.1-gency bb. tlic ri\-cr. brought him .I 

bl.1nkc.t a11ci n j i~pply of h o d .  <:hilic*sr c.lkr\. io\\,ls. ?gg\, .~rr .~ck.  Forrest \\.'i\ also 
brou;:ht a ch.ingt. of  ~Iotlliri;: ( ( < : I I ~ I I C S ~  g:~rL> t;>r hi\ c i ~ s g i ~ i ~ t ~ )  ;11ici 11.1d 111s bc..~rd th.~\.ed. 
H r  w.1~ given guide.; to t.ikc liiln t o  Hti.1 Wei H\r . ~ n d  crotscd 01-cr the Mc*kong by .I 

rope bridge. H e  \\-a\ ovcrjoycd to  find 1'i.r~ Monhrig  tlicr-c. \\-lio rccrivt.d Forrc\t .is 

one  returned horn the dc;~d. They \vc,re o tkrcd c\c.orts of  to ldi rn ,  mi~lc \ .  food .~nd 
more clothln;:. Forrc*\t zould ha~d ly  helicve hi\ t~-~ilisk,rni.~tror~: 

T h e  t\\.o me11 \t,lrted k)r 1;11i o 1 1  1.3 ALI;:LI\~, t\\.cr~ty-t'I\c I I C I - \ . C - J , I I I ~ ~ ~ I I ~  ci.~!..; . ~ f t ~ r  
tile day o f  drstruct~orl  o f T \ c k o r ~ . T h c ~  \vCrc. ~ I \ - L % I I  \cd.111 c~~.III- . ;  h r  tlic 1.1~t p.1l.t of  
thc joul-ney .111d the ~ n i \ \ i o ~ i . ~ r ~ e \  . ~ t  T.~li c.1111c ,rut t o  ~ i i cc t  tlicrn.Thc!. .11-1-1vcd \ .~ f~ l ! .  
o n  25 A i r g ~ ~ t t .  FoI-~L*\~ ' \  e o s t ~ ~ ~ i l c  e o v ~ r c ~ i  .I t l i o r o ~ r g l ~ l ~ ~  I - L I I I - ~ O \ \ . I ~  . i~ id  \VC.II.\. body. 
but .lt le,lrt lie could no\\, I-cjt urldcr [he \\~,rtchf~rl c).c oC.1 111c~dic.il ~ l i i t \ i~ r~ . r r ) :  111 

p.~rticulnl-, dur-in;: I l l \  t-\c..rl>ch, lic h,id \reppcd o 1 1  .I \ I I . I I . ~ )  .111(i t i r c ~ - I ~ . i ~ ~ d c ~ ~ ~ c ~ i  11.1111h00 
\pike th.lt Il.id picl-cL.d ,iKoni\irigl) hCt\\.cc~ll [lie I , o I I ~ , \  01' I I I \  C o o t .  p ~ . o t ~ . u c l ~ ~ l ~  .I 



couple of l r~c l~er  ,~h(r\c thC upper %~a-fire.-- The  \ \ O L I I I ~  r00h I I I C ) I ~ ~ ~ I \  t o  l l rd J H ~  

Farre%r \\;if very fost~rr1,lte t h x  I >r WT: C:l.~rl\ h,~d berrt po\teri to TJII 111 l c )O l   rid 
r c n ~ l - r d  3 Lm). cf~\pe~lmr). dlerc. ..?" MeiI~r..~l 1111.it1on'1rre.i w r e  HI \har t  511ppI) 1r1 

(Ihrlra and Tall \\.is thc on ly  C: 1 M t~edic111 *tlF1017 111 north-\testYu~~nan. 
H t  described to Cllelnr11t1r1~1 hsc cotld~non on arr rt=al at T'ill: 

I wax rct;rlly 111. cnnlplctely 3v~)rrt out. It \\*.I\ .I chonwgh :hrr~ou\ iullap\r I rx;l;lr ssjinup\. 
a\ a \ot111g \v0111.iii I I T ~  T C A I I ~  hc~rrihlc to 100k ~t,h~lLo\v chr.rh..t.\es zunkcn 111 regnlar 
cava anti bldrk filr ~riclics be~leath, arrd my whnlr fe-~turrs drd\vtl 2nd arrtwrn. I \h.rll 
carry t l w  1ltdtk4 of WETAT 1 h3~e- ~CUIIIZ thruugl~ t-lU the ~iay of m) death I .%mi utrrrly 
t h ~ ~ i g d . .  Hrx\ccvrr. I havc got o@\\irR 11%. . 

And hi%, for Forrrs~, aras never r p r r  for long. Hr and Litton wvere dread? hdr~hltlg 
plans for a~iother  adve~~ture.  

0 1 1  I 1 September - lrsc tlir~l tbrcc weeks ~ f t e r  Forrett's return to Tali - he wrote 
a bright letter to U,ilfo*~r.'l liavc decided on joitlmg Mr Litton nn r jour i ry  which 
he propares n l , lk~ t~g  up the Sal \ \*er~i- l r rna~~~i~fl  itlv~de'. They were to be KIT a\\;ry 
fro111 lallla* and yet venture Into eutrrely ~ui~touchcd sountry.\rhere Forrest hoped 
to srctrre ' m ~ n y  new t h ~ ~ ~ ~ n , ' .  01iIy n Jlmn nfexczptmnal zeal and energy could have 
cL~>unnon~nce~i .rnilther esplo~t so <ooi~. M.~ybe, for I n ~ n ,  rt ~ r e t x ~ e d  the hest a~ltrdote. 
H e  cv.n Jeliglit~rl, vxcited .~IIJ rul iouz to  writ .I 11r\t7 .ired, a i d  trst'e1lrng \\slth his 
lively aud truztrd friend wnuld help ~ n a k c  J irrch start 

C l r l  11 cJct<,ber Ltttoll 11~~1cd 111111 \vrtl-i J new C:hlncse pdssport (I'late 41) to  be 
zhtsu 11 at  all shezhpc>~~~ts  in Yunngn ~ricl ?izcch\\,~n (Sichuan). H e  \ Y ~ F  giwn 2 I I ~ \ \ .  

title,'Flo\xcr c~ollrztor of tho M u ~ 4 m i ' j r l d  he could c n ~ ~ t c ? \  locll Lbonr for h ~ s  % c ~ r k .  
Appropr~;ltely. at the at tlzc p.r~tpcwt \vt.rc: the \ ~ o r d s  of the Treat ~ d \  ~sirrg rlls 
bolder tc) go <only u~ pal-etrrnc.Tlrr uext Jay the P\VO nirn set off to explore p x t  of 
the upper Sal\\tetl v.11Jry xvllt-re 110 Eumpe~n had bee11 briore. 



The Land of the Crossbow 
The  tln~napped area octhe upper Salween was inviting exploration. Littoll obtained 
special pernlission to go, his object being both political and geographical. First, he 
wanted to discover whether the western watershed of  the Salween valley formed a 
distinct geographical and ethnogmphical boundary between north-west Yunnan 
and Upper Burma. Secondly he ainled to explore the Salween valley between 2(j0 
and 27'30'N. lat.. observing its physical form and its people, their custollls, 
agriculture and trade, orgarlisation and prosperity, with a view to readng a paper 
to the Royal Geographical Society in London. 

The  two men set off-from Tengyueh, Forrest as Litton's assistant, plant collector 
and photographer. They were well armed and had an escort of  two Lissoo sepoys 
from the Burmese frorltier (Plate 22). They took servants, baggage animals and a 
pointer dog.They headed due north towards the soul-ce of  the Shweli river and the 
Lissoo harnlet of Ta-chu-pa. From here onwards they were a171o11g the Lissoo 
people, often with some Chinese blood in them. N o  one spoke English and even 
in the south of the valley only the chiefs and their families could speak any Chinese. 
The  men dressed in Chiriese fashion, but the women, while adopting Chinese cotton 
cloth. often wore their own characteristic decoratioris on the head, neck and arnls 
(Plates 47 and 48). Here Forrest and Litton were supplied with porters who, even in 
dificult country, carried a weight ol70lbs (32kg) on their backs for six to eight hours. 
The loads were mainly reserve supplies of rice. 

They were unlucky with the weather. In days of downpours of rain they trekked 
through the desolate, dripping forest of the N'Mai Kha-Shweli dividing range to 
the watershed-frontier with Burnla, finding swollen streamt, landslips and broken 
bridges on their way.They can~ped or  took refuge in smoky and verminous Lissoo 
huts and lost a nlule with its bundle of  Forrest's plant specin~ens.They turned east 
over the lonely, but beautiful Pien-ma pass at 10,SOOft. (3,200111) and descellded to 
the village of Lu-chang, at approxiniately 6,400ft. (2.000111) . I I I ~  latitude 26ON. 
Here they were some 3,OOOft. (900111) above the Salween River, and this n.as to be 
their bate for e s p l o r i ~ ~ g  fitrther north. They sent back their baggage ~ n i n ~ a l s  and 
were glad to establish friendly relations with the people: a boy chief asked then1 for 
sweets while his mother gave them a large capon. 

Later, when Forrest related their journey in an article in the (;c.c!qr.q~lliral JOI I I I IO~ , "  

he described the nlarch north as 'n trial of strength to  the traveller's Icgs'. 0 1 1  the 
higher slopes they saw lilncstone crags where the strata were tipped up and 
po in t~ng  to the sky, while their path led up a ~ l d  down over an endless succession of 
steep ridges that descended from the mountninous watersheds o n  either s ~ d e  of the 
Salween river valley. W a l k i ~ ~ g  was pI~~sic .~l ly tough and in some places, 'we had to 
haul ourselves over boulders by pendant bmnches, o r  scramble .along thc face of 
cliffi by notches in the rocks, more suitable for mollkeys'. 

But the men were in no doubt that their eflbrts \vere \vorth \\:hilc.The narrowness 
of the valley meant that they could see the mount'lins on either side and, as the autumn 
rains gave \vay to wintry sunshine, they thought the 11atum1 beairt)~ exceeded that of 
the valleys of the Yangze, the Mckong ; ~ n d  Irl.awaddy rivers.They were cnptivated: 

The grCdt v.irieq of I-ock k)r~l~.ltloli, the .~bi~llJ:lnt hl-c\ts dnd vc.gct.ltloli. ;llid tlic ~ I V C ~ ~ I T ) '  

of I~glit ctfcct\ brt\\,c.cn the cumnlit\ of tlic ranges (.lt 1O.OOO to I3.000 t c ~ t  13,000 to 
4,0001n]) and the .~hycs 111 \vh~c.h the rivcl- flo\\.\ ~>roducc .I \'.let ~ J I ~ O I - . I I I I . I  o f  c\7~~.-~l~.lllgi11g 
he3~1ty. 111 thc 11ior1i11ig tlic \ L I I ~ ,  a \  ~t touclics the top of thc M c k o t ~ ~  d~vidc. \end\ \vldC 
ch.ift\ of tunluo~\c I ~ ~ l i t  dwvn the \ ~ d c   gull^^^\ to the I-I\.~,I-. \vIi~cli  \ccni\ to he tr.i~l\fi~rlncd 
Into \ilver.Thc plnc.\ J I O I I ~  ~ I I C  top of tlic r~,igc*e jtalid ot~t  .i\ I~nincci hy the. h.lnd of '1 

J.lpnnese art l j t .  111 tlic c w ~ l ~ ~ i g  ,111 the \v~tic \lope\ oi tllc Mckong   id^, ,ire t1oo~lc.d \\;it11 rc.d 
and oraligc Ilglit\. \vl~icl)  d1.h plioto~r;~ph\ .lliti \vo~lld I><. t l i ~  cIc\p.~~r ot7i11-11c'r." 



Above: 
Plate 47. Lissoo people of the 
Ming Kwong valley. a 
tributary of the Shweli river. I 

Right: 
Plate 48.Three Lissoo girls of 
the Ming Kmng valley, 1905. 
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Plate 5O.Arms of the 'Black boo', Salwn valley, given by George Formt to the (now) National Museurns 
of ScotIandTht crossbow ha a bow of wild mulberry, stock ofwild plum and a su-i~ig of native hemp.Thr 
shoulder strap and guivet are of black bemkb, the latter strengthened by cane lashed with rattan. A r m  
are of split bamboo, parad with a Ir;nife, fledgzd witla bamboo lePf and mated with Aconim poison. 



Wincl~ester repeater ('the gun that won the West'). The bullets smashcci agajllst a 
stone on the other side of the river and thc men were told, through an interpreter, 
that if they rnadc a sholv of stringing their bows again,'the next bullet would find a 
resting-place in some of their carcasses'.There was an awe-struck si1ence.M tile party 
was safely hauled across the rope while Litton and Forrest stood on guard, gi\ring 
several more exhibitions of their nlarksmanship and the power of their weapolls. 

Litton and Forrest found that nearly aU the villages were at war with one another 2nd 
suspicion and rulnour reigled.Tlus made it very difficult to find a glide and itllpossible 
to get any accurate information about routes or distances. None the less, tiley 
established that there was no plain or open valley in the section they explowd, and by 
clinlbing to the western, Chi-mi-li pass, at 13,000h. (4,0OOn1), they saw it was too \\rild 
and dfficult to be a regular line of conltn~~nication across the watershed to Burma. On 
the opposite side of the valley they also climbed the Salween-Mekong divide to 
12,300ft. (3,750111) and were rewarded with a wonderful panoramic view, urest\vards 
across the Salween valley and beyond.The great Salween-lrrawaddy dividing range was 
spread out before them like a vast limestone wall separntingY~innan h o n ~  Burma. In 
the distance were dazzling snow-peaks. I t  was easy to see why this mountain barrier 
was an ethnographical boundary between the Lissoo and Kachin peoples. 0 1 1  loolung 
east, across the Mekong, they also had a superb view across north-westerny~~nna~~ to 
the donlinating and glittering snow-1i10untain \vest of Lichiang (Yulong Shan). 

In private, Forrest sum~~larised this previously unexplored area as 'No  roads, 
frightful travelling, people complete savages and the most barren country I have yet 
passed through'." Although he considered the botar~ical rcsults disappointing, he 
sent to  Edinburgh 360 plant specinlens and seeds of about one hundred species. I-le 
used his photographic skills to record the people and returned to Britain with a 
dranlatic arlnoury: two double-handed swords and their scabbards and two wooden 
hunting crossbows complete with their accompanying quivers of  poison arrows 
(Plate 50). H e  suggested that a suitable title for a book on  the upper Salween would 
be 'The Land of the Crossbow' and his fascination with these 'diabolical' weapons 
is indicated by his detailed descriptions of  them in a later article." H e  described the 
woods used, how the poison was made a ~ i d  placed in the arro\\i and the terrible 
power of  the poison to kill a cart-horse. An arro\v fro111 a war bow pierced an inch 
(2.5~111) thick deal board at 70 or 80 yards (about 70m). Forrest's c~ l lec t io~l  of 
weapons is kept today in the National Muscunis of Scotland. 

Litton described Forrest as 'done up' after the physically den landi~~g  journey, \vhich 
had follo\ved perhaps too quickly after his traumas in the Mekong. U L I ~  the resilltiri~ 
articles and collections form a vuluablr and lasting record of thc people, ~ l ~ n t s  :ind 
places that they found in the upper Salween v~lle); before it w.lc even niapped. 

Death intrudes 
On their return in nlid-llecember, Litton insisted on  Forrest tdking a complete rest 
for some weeks in readiness for further collecting il l  the spl-ing." FOI-rest h.ld 
already negotiated with Uulley to  stay nn extra year. Earlier he had f.lvoured 
returning. as planned, after two years awdy fi-o~n home and (:Iemcnt~n.l. I'robably 
the loss of so many of his collections persuaded him to \tay ,lnd do more to ~n'lkc 
his expedition 3 silccess. I'art of hini desper.ltely \\:a~ited to retul-n to the MeLong 
divide and other platenux .it 10.000-13,000ft. (3.000-+,000m). to 11i.lk~ good his 
losses. The  lam~ls h,rd di\perscd, tlir mi\\ion,~ries 11~d .llrcndy ~rrturncd . ~ n d  Lltton 
could see n o  reJson why Forrcst sl~ould not try. For ,I \i.liilc tot-re\t t o ~ ~ n d  it  diffir~llt 
to decide, the obvious risk, \~ying in hi\ 1111nd \ \ : ~ r l ~  his compct~ti\.r UI-ge: ' I  silil~~l!. 
cannot Iea\re thaw flo\i,er\ to bs discovrrcd by . \nd  11.r111cci . I ~ ~ L . I .  I -~-snc.h~ll i~~~' .  ' Int.\fitahly 



the conlpetitive urge won. Forre\t deterlnined to t ~ y  and return to the Mekong area. 
Balfour had i~nmense respect for Forrest't tield work. He had \mitten to L.itton.'His 

coUections are indeed n~arvellouc for their perf>crion.Wh;~t he Ilas already done i\ gmat 
and gives promise of even greater t h lnp  in the Future'." To encourage a fresh start, 
Balfour sent him a new camera to replace the one that \ras lost, a number of  :! glass plates, 
a box of  photo chemicals, printing paper, drying paper, all teven volumes of Hookeri  
Florc~ ~j'Bririslr lt~dirl And the Florcl c!t'Cl~iticl. At Forrecti rcquest his brother, James, also sent 
hini a replacement copy of  Bentley's A4atr1ral ?f Ror,~rr)~ a volunie of about Yo0 pages. the 
size of  n l c  COIIC~SS O.yfirri Dictiorrar): fill1 of infornution about the clas\ific.ltion and 
structure of plants. Forrest had had AII old copy of this book at 1101ne and he was 
obviously very fiimiliar with it, possibly since his days working in the pharn~acy. He 
looked upon it as a 'perfect godtend' inYunnan. 

Armed with his new supply of  books and photograpluc ecluipnient, Forrest felt 
Inore positive, though Balfour's kindness perversely embarrassed h ~ n  arid heightened 
feelings o f  inadequacy and indebtedness. O n  the last day o f  1905, with his strength 
probably still at a lo\v ebb, his old doubts resurfaced. H e  told his brother: 

I feel to horribly incompetent at timec that I look on praise from a man of 
I'rof. Ualfouri polition more as sarcas~n.To say this, after all he has done and is doing 
for rile, I know must sound rnost ungrateh~l but I cannot help it. Just thc nature of the 
ani~rlal, arrd 1 cannot s h ~ k e  it off. I wish 1 had the confidence of some people. 

Forrest ended this letter: 

I hope to God nothing \rill come in nly way this year.. .if all goes \veil rhir time next year 
I shdl be on Iny way home. AU the same I expect my cursed bad luck w~ll  follow ~ne.". 

It was just as well that he  did not know the devastating news that would break in 
only two weeks' time. 

T h e  N e w  Year 1906 started with Forrest temporarily elevated to standing in for 
Litton at the Consulate in Tengyueh. Litton was suddenly called away o n  business 
to the Burmese frontier and Forrest now spoke and urlderstood Chinese. 
Moreover, he found that visiting travellers had heard o f  his exploits and were keen 
for his company. O n e  visitor. M r  Crowley. was a rnountnineer and nlembcr o f  the 
Alpine C l u b  w h o  had attempted unsuccessfully t o  gain the summit  o f  
Kanchenjunga, with four o f  his party killed in the attempt. H e  failed to persuade 
Forrest t o  be a botanist attached to  his next expedition there. 

T h e n  the entirely unexpected happened and completely shattered Forrest. H e  
had faced dangers and frustrations stoically and endured privations and suffering, 
but this seemed more  than lie could bear. Litton died. 

The Conrulatr 
Teng-Yueh. 

Yunnan 
13.1.06 

Ilear J ~ m e \ .  
H.lve just p s w d  thro' [through] another ordeal which has tried me Illore than any 
Litton died very suddenly. on his way up fmrn the Frontier.. . 

..he intended to be at Teng-Yueh on  the I 1  th . .  ,011 the evening d t h e  loth a runtler 
c.lme up JIIJ snid he was \.cry 111, but still struggling on.This was about 1Op1n. I left ~t 
once \\.it11 the n.~tivc I)r Idoctor] herc.. travelled as quickly as poss. [possible]. . .but too 
late. Hc h.~d died ~t midday the pre\-iouc day. Eccorted the body tied on a chair to 
Teng-Yt~'h. \vhcrr. a,; 110-one \\.o~tld h ~ v e  dnything to do with it in case ofinfecrion I had 
to strip J I I ~  1.1~ out the bod?- mytclf. I t  \vas co stiff that I had to cut off the clothing a~ld  
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Fol-ror \\,.I\ 111 I i i \  t - l e ~ ~ i c ~ ~ t .  lo\t In \\.ondc~- . i ~ ~ r l  c ~ c ' I I ~ I I ~ .  Fu~-tl lc~-.  ,I\ hc e \p lo rc~ i  t h ~ .  
dl-): tli.~d\, cre\-lct.\ of the l i ~ n r \ t o ~ l r  c l ~ t h .  t l lr \  ~ L . V L * , I I ~ L ~  o11z o f  t h c ~ r  IorlS-lirlcl 
\zcrerc. the d scp  ycllo\\. t lo \ \~ l - \  o f  '1 p l - in lu l~  not  ~ ~ L I I I ~  by .I \\-t.\terrlcr he ti,^-c. Till\ 
plant I I , I ~  .I \voody I-oot.;toc.k tIic1t c..ll~\~.d Forrc\t to p o ~ ~ d r r  o n  I ( \  yo \ \~h lc  grc.lt 

.~ge .  It \v.I\ 1.1t~1- 11.1111~~ci cltic.r 111111. . /~~r t .c ,s t i i  (l'l,lte\ 5.3 J I I L ~  54). < I I ~ L I  11.1, 

h rconle  O I I C  o f  the hc\t kn0n.n \prc~ic\  tI1.1t bear\ Il l \  11.1rne:' 



As May turned to June, another lovely surprise awaited Forrest o n  the Lichiang 
ILa~lge. for as he walked on  the moist mountain meadows he came across tau flower 
stems with distinctive whorls of  deep golden to pale orange flowers that he had 
never seen before. H e  picked a stem and nu~nbered it, F.2.440, and later affirlned 
that it WJS a new species \vllich he 'named in honour of  Mr. A.K. Uulley of Ness, 
Neston. Cheshire, for whom I collected."" In the years to come this was to be a 
success story in our  gardens and Bulley was so pleased that this beautiful new 
species was named after him that he \vould introduce hin-rself: 'I am P ~ ' i m ~ ~ / ~  
brrllr,)lar~a ' (see I'late 62). 

In August Forrest collected from the open nlountain nleadows east of Lichiang, 
again finding an attractive plant that was totally new to 11iln.There were blue and 
red spires of flowers crowded together so that, like a red-hot poker (Kniplryfia), the 
spire had a striking red apex. Forrest photographed it and movingly named it 
Prirrirrla littnriiar~n after his close friend, 'to con~n~enlora te  the late C:onsul Litton of 
Tengyueh, to whom I was much indebted for valuable assistance during my stay in 
China'.'" Smith and Fletcher showed later that Delavay had previously called it T! 
virllii. so, according to the rules of nomenclature, this name has to be used today. It 
is sad that Litton, whose friendship meant so much to Forrest, is 110 longer 
com~~lenlorated in the name of any flower that Forrest collected, but I? vinlii 
remains a fitting tribute to a great friend and it is one of Forrest's finest and most 
popi~lar introductions (Plate 55). 

Delavay had been a leading figure, collecting many of  the plants growing in this 
area o fk i~nnan ,  but Forrest showed, in 1906, that there were still nlore novelties to 
be found. O f  all the pri~nulas that he collected on the three-year expedition, forty 
per cent of the prinlula species he identified were new to science. 

Sadly, there was a price to pay. O n  1 September Forrest admitted ' I  aln sorry to 
have to tell you I have broken down, temporarily, and have had to return to 
Talifu ... collapsed'. H e  claimed that he was 'picking up wonderfully', but we don't 
know how far that was an optimistic estimate. In Novenlber Balfour reported him 
as only 'nearly right again now'. But Forrest's excellent orga~~isation meant thi~t 
collecting did not come to a halt when he was ill: he left his three best collectors 
behind in the Lichiang area. And even at the beginning of September, with more 
harvesting to come, he was thrilled by the results of  his team's work. H e  reckoned 
that nearly YO0 species had been collected from the Lichiang Range, and those 
based in Tali had secured nearly 1,200 species. 'If all goes well I hope to bring 
home. .  . about 3,000 species, mostly from 9-1 5,000 feet 12,750-4,5OOm]'." 

Meanwl~ile, Bulley's nurseryThe Co-operative Bces Ltd, W;IS busy raising plants 
from Forrest's seeds. Pride in Forrest was shown by the manager referring to him 
as 'our Mr  Forrest', and herbarium sheets in Edinbul-gh alre;~dy had special labels 
announcing that Forrest nras  the 'C:ollector for A.K. Eulley of N c F ~ ,  Necton, 
Cl~esl~ire ' .The sheer size of Forrest's collectio~ls n1ea11t that taxonomists \vould be 
working 011  them for yc.1rs to colne. In the course of the three-yenr extledition 
approxinlntrly 5,500 specimens o f  plants were numbered, pregsed a ~ ~ d  dl-ied. I-eady 
for identification. 

The  flora of north-westYunnnn captivated Forrest. Like t l ~ r  miner\ ; ~ t  Klondike. 
he had struck a rich seam. And he'd do11e his very best to extr:~ct 3 good haul horn 
it, \c.liatever the dangers ;und ditlicultie\. would he hc retul-nins for ~ n o r c ?  At [hi$ 
p o i ~ ~ t  lie had absolutely n o  idea. 
By January 1907 Forrest, still ~ L I I I  down 2nd i l l ,  \vas l o o k ~ n s  forw.l~-d to h e ~ n g  

homc again. As soon ,IS the ship docked. hc  \\.auld sellti hi \  b1-ot11r1- . ~ n d  Clem n 



Plate 57. George Forrest's camp at 11,IIOOfi. (3,3501~1) in the Lichiang Range (MJong Shan) 
on his first expedition. Note the piles ofdrying paper in the right foreground, and boulders 
pressing plants between the papers, 
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An Uncertain Future 

W lien Forrc\t c-.uric h.lik t o  Slc~tl.rlrd .~ f t c~-  Ill\ \UL-C c \ \ i ~ ~ l  first c z l ~ c t i ~ t ~ o ~ r .  11 \\..I\ 

\ t~ l l  n o t  clc.~r \\-lictlier h c  \ \ .o~~Ici  be .ihlc t o  111.1ke p l . r ~ ~ t  I I L I I I ~ I I I ~  Ill\ c.1rL.C.r. 

Thcrc \\,ere to  he rn,In!. \trllgglC\ o\.i.~- thc ~lc \ - t  t i ~ u r  )car\ bel;~rc hi\ i ~ ~ t u l - c  \\,oi~l<i 

ope11 (>lit \ . I ~ I \ ~ . I I I ~ ~ > . .  I ) L I I . I I I ~  tlic\c d ~ t f f i ~ ~ l t  \r..lr\. F .~ I - I - c \~ ' \  I ~ C . I < C I O I I \  t o  1111, 

e spc r~c~ lc -c \  rc,\.c.~l tllc c i~ f<~~-c ,~ l t  \idc\ o< Ill\ ch.r~..(c-tsl-. 

The honeymoon period 
F o l ~ e i t  ~-ccei\-c~ci CI lic,'~~-tfelt. ql11c1 . I I I L ~  i ~ ~ l i ) ~ - ~ l i ~ i l  \ \ . ~ I L . O I I I ~  011 Ill\ r c t ~ 1 ~ 1 1  l o  S c - c > t l ~ ~ ~ c i  

111 e . ~ r l \  April 1007. (:lcnl \\-.I\ ~ I \ . C I I  Ic.l\-c f - o ~ l l  the  I ~ c I - ~ . I ~ I L I I ~ ~  t o  111cc1 111111. 

13:1ltoi11- \c,~ir .I relt.gr.un1 oisood \\ ~\hcx .r11d f'ol-rc\t jorncSd 111, 111othc1- . u n d  \~,tcr. . ~ t  

tI1e11- lltA\\. ~11111ly l10111c. ~s~>l-lllgl>'lllk'. L . l \ \ \ \~.l l i~~. 

There \\-a\ n o  h ' ~ \ k ~ ~ l g  111 tllc I111i~I1glit t1i.1 1ic,1-0. \Vol-k .111ci 111~r1-1,rge \\-C%I.C FOI I-c*\~'\ 

ul-yc11t priol-ir~c\ .uid the>- \\-ere. clo.icl>- 1111ke~l. In tune  \\.ith the n i~ddlc  c.l.~\\c\ oithO\c 

d3yi. o1iCc, lie ,111~1 ( : I c * I I ~  gut m.~~-~-ic~cl.  Iorl-c\t \ \ ,ui~ld be thc br i~ , i~ l - \ \ -~n~icr .  

13.lltfou1- .rr1-.11igcd fo r  Forr~.\t to li.~\.c. .1 job  111 tllc H t ~ ~ - h . ~ r ~ u r n  .lt the I<o>-.ll l$ot.ln~c. 

C;~~-cit>rl Ecii1112~11-gIi ,I[ the r.ltc o f  L;? .I \ \ . c ~ k  ( t l i~ ,  ce1~11\-.1lt~11t o f  ' i l ~ o i ~ t  L;lO5 
~ i o \ \ . . ~ ~ i . l ~ ~ $ ) .  W ~ t l i  Ill\ c o l l c c t ~ o ~ ~ ~  ,111ci k~~o\\ .Icdge,  of tlic C:li111~~\c t l o r ~ .  FOI-rc\t \\,'I, 
I\-ortli 1x01-c. tlr.lrr th.lr t o  the I<U( ;E .  h ~ ~ t  tl1.1r \\..I\ tile o~ll! nloliey the!- 11~~1  

.I\-.~il.~blc.'  A\ p.11.r o f  thc dc.11. 13.1lfour .~llo\\-cd Forl-c.\r the rlrnc. nec.c\\.11-\ t o  \\.rite 
UP \o111c otl11\ c.ollt,ct~on\ i o l -  puhl~c.rt~orl\ .TIic I<t.g~u\ Kerpel- co11s1dc.rc.d tll.lt r h ~ \  

\\.I\ o11ly .I ju\t r~,tt11-11 h r  .r collcc.tor \\-I10 li.1ii ~-~\!icd io  n ~ i ~ ~ - l i .  

Fo~-l-c\t'\ fir\[ . I \ \ I ~ I I I ~ ~ L ~ I I ~  \\..I\ t o  \tl~ci\. Ill\ co1I~eti011\ oitlic, g c ~ l t ~ . ~ n  t,11111l>. 111 \ \ . l i i~li  

hc d~\co\.crL*cl nlllc. 11c.n- \pcclc.\. I3.1ltou1- . I \ \ I \ ~ L . ~  F o r r e v  111 rhr. pl,111r ~ic\c.rlptiol~\ .\lit1 

Forri.\t \\..I\ L.IIOI-IIIOLI\~!. g ~ - ~ t ~ , f i ~ l   ti)^, Ill\ lic~l\>, He, \\,A\ L.ce~ll\~ J\\.,II-L, o t  B .~ l t i )~~r ' \  



hwidance, since he first gave him .I job  .it the l<LI<;E. H e  wrote to  Ballour: 

I ice1 yotll. kindnecs to me more t h ~ n  I cdn tell. and I sh:~U always he deeply gratefill to 

you for thc nidnner in ~vhich you h.lve .~ssisted and advallced Ine. In the filture, as in the 
past, so Car as lie< in my power. 1 shall strivr to merit the good opinion you hdue of Inc.' 

Halfour was a person \vho instilled Forrest's loyalty and encouraged his utnlost hard 
work. As w e  shall see, this did not  prevent s o n ~ e  clashes o f  opinion, but  their close 
col labor~t ion was to  b e  o f  great value in the working u p  o f  Forrest's collections for 
many years to  come,  the young collector observing 2nd recording features of the 
plants in the field. the older man being a more  esperienced taxonomist. 

Balfour also suggested that Forrest should write a series o f  notes for the 
gardening press 011 the new plants h e  was introducing to  cultivation, and include a 
photograph o f  each p l ~ n t  t o  give publicit). t o  his work. 

Photographs had generally replaced botanical artists' drawings ;IS field records of 
plants in the wild. Missionary collectors had not  had cameras, o f  course, so Forrest 
was able to  photograph many wild flowers ofYunnan for the first tiine. N o t  that 
this was an easy task. His cu~nber son le  camera equipment,  chenlicals and woocien 
boxes o f  fiagile glass plates had to  be  carried by ~ n u l e  through Inonsoon 
downpours,  over mountain ranges and hauled up  steep slopes to  reach the perilous 
positions where  Forrest would  take his photographs.  W i t h  patience and 
resourcefulness he  developed the negatives in the field. Ilisappointments were 
conimon,  such as \when the plates were spoiled by damp o r  \\.ere lost ~ ~ 1 1  rolrrc, but 
n o w  in Edinburgh Forrest was eager to  make and enlarge his prints for publication 
and to  sho\v Balfour ho\v the plants looked irr rirrr. 

Bulley was relieved that Forrest was back safely and that his seeds were grouring well 
at Bees Ltd. While looking fomqrd. hinlself, to profits. Uulley alto hoped that Forrest 
would benefit from their collaboration. ~ n d  'get a good boom out  of  his expedition'.' 

T h e  future looked bright as George Forrest ~ n a r r i e d  Harriet  Cle~nent ina  Mary 
WallaceTraill on  15 July 1907 in the beautifill 2nd ancient Kosslyn Chapel, \vhich 
is poised ~ b o v e  the richly wooded gorge o f  Kosslvn Glen (I'late 59). H e  was certain 
he  \vould never lose her love a ~ l d  was a l reacl~ convinced that she had 'changed h i n ~  
for the better'. For a long tinle he  had looked fonvard to  them setting up home 
together; two  years earlier. when  inYunnan. he  wanted to  buy a ' t r e n l e ~ ~ d o u s  sword, 
decorated with carnelians and t ~ ~ r q u o i s e s  '1s large as hedge sparrows' eggs' as 'in 
ornament  for their f ~ ~ t u r e  home.' N o w  the happy co l~p le  rented Glrnkevock 
House, Lass\vade," formerly the h o m e  o f  the manager o f  the local paper nlill (I'late 
lo ) . -The  detached house was spacious yet homely. with French \vindows opening 
o n  to  a walled gardell ancl rich allu\li.~l soils for growing vegetables and flowers. 
Forrest looked forward to e spe r in~en t ing  with plants grown from h i s Y ~ ~ n n a n  seed. 
Clem had a local teennger.Annie Uownlnn,'in tcrvice'. and Annie thought of  Clem 
as 'a right Iddy', kind and sh;~ring." T h e  household contented and the newly 
\veds were devoted to  e<~cl i  other. Whe11 the repri~lts o f  his 'gentian' paper ~ r r i v e d  
Forrest's pride in his first publication \vn< sh.lrc~d \\,it11 Clem.  She SJLV he had named 
t\vo plant species ' T ~ ~ ~ i l l i a n a '  and he wrote insidc 'With  k>ndest love to Iny ddrling 
\\iff Clenl.  George' .  

Frustrations take hold 
Forrest found it e s t r e ~ i ~ e l y  ditlicult t o  scttlc back into \\.ark ;it thc Botanic (;arden 
after three yearc a\l..\y from its ' ~ t ~ t o c r . i t i ~  orgd~)is.~ti(>ll . ~ n d  i t \  \ t~-ict  ~ -~g~~l . l t i o l l c .  H e  
h ~ d  become used to  a co~nple te ly  diffcl.ent \\-a, oilit;. 2nd o n  hi\ return lit. needed 
to 1n~1ke ~nncjive reudjustmentc. 



In China he had persolla1 indepe~idence and authority; he had becotlie used to 

getting his own way ultiliiately by having a 'blazing row' if necessary, or di\playing 
his prowess with the gun. In the KDGE he had to be more circun~spect. InY~itinan 
he employed collectors and stood out in a crowd; once he reported that up to one 
hundred curious people followved him to a post office. At the I<U<;E he wac just 
one of the many workers. H e  received a weekly pay packet ;~nd  was expected to 
accept what now seemed to him to be very petty rebwlations o i  ,I hierarchical. 
authoritarian institution. 

O n e  difficulty was the l<DC;E's strict attitude to tinle, often coinpounded by 
Forrest? problenls of  health that resulted iron1 his run-down state on  h ~ s  return 
from Yunnan. In Yunnan Forrest's hours of fieldwork Lvere varied arid flexible 
according to the weather and the teason. and he rnade his own decisions within 
this framework. In Britain everything was n~easured by the exact hour and triinute 
of the clock. At the RRGE the tin~epiece was a cy~nbol of centralised authority and 
the hours of work were rigid: no flesi-time in those dayc. Nor~ilally Forrest \\.alked 
the six miles to work as before, but his expedition had weakened him and he \vat 

prone to colds, flu and malarial fever. In his first winter back he asked to use the 
trains, suggesting that. if late. he would work part of the lunch hour. But as the train 
timetables fiotll Bonnyrigg and Lasswade did not fit in exactly with the timetable 
of the Garden. the answer was plain 'No!' His initiative \\,as squashed and his 
independent spirit rebelled. 

The Herbarium provided an odd blend of the comfortingly ianliliar and increated 
irritations. H e  did not get on well with the senior person there, John F. Jefkey 
(Plate 13). and Cleln was no longer in the Herbarium to rnollify Forrest. 
Nevertheless, Forrest toiled n~eticulouslv, with Balfour's help, to name and describe 
his prinlula collection. H e  used the pioneering ~ilonograph of Professor Pax and 
produced a substantial paper for the Garden's publication Rro/es jiorr~ the Rt7yol 
Boforrir Gnrderl Edirrb~r!q/r, with his own photograplls of plants in the wild." 

However, even Forrest's relationship with Balfour wat subtly changing, and this was 
a warning sign. Relationships Lvere very important to Forrest. especially \vith those 
whom he respected. His letters from Yunnan used to please and excite the Regius 
Keeper and his industry had been adnurable. but he was becoming a difficult 
employee \vho resented having to atk permission to photograph a plant or use the 
lantern to look at his slides. What might be r e ~ ~ r d e d  as small problenls seemed to 
niount up and become bigger ones. Forrest bec'1me dissatisfied and critical. 

Although FOI-IPS~ had never been ill in his eight months in the Herbarium before 
he went toYunnan. he no\\. sometinies needed days offon sick leave.As he could not 
use the trains, and was unl~appy in the Herbarium. he asked. u~~successh~lly, i i  he could 
work at home. His fanlily realised that he was deeply unsettled dnd not his usual self, 
and in March 1908 his sister Grace wrote confidentially to Balfour about himasking 
that he be treated leniently.'" In May and earlv June 1908 Forrest took a month off- 
work to recover. half . ~ t  holiday half as unpaid leave. He escused h i m s e l f h n ~  reading 
his paper to the Koyal Geographical Society in London on 15 June 1908." As far as 
we know, he had never given a public lecture before and at that stage of his life 
Forrest would have felt all 'outsider' ill the company of the Establishment, especially 
without the support of the late Consul Litton. Probably anxious and lacking 
confidence in public speaking. it seems that he just could not manage it. 

A long-term problem that caused Forrest much ansiet). was how his tl~ourands 
oTspecimens \yere to be named. He could riot possibly \vork up all the specimens 
\vithout cpecialistt' help and Balfour was an estrelnely busy Inan. with 



responsibilities of  adn~itiistr;~tion '111d teaching. For Forrest a pcriod of rrustrnted 
waiting was inevitablt- and this w ~ s  ditlicult for a tilan \vho was a 'doer' .llld liked 
to get 011 with t;lsks .itld \v110 liad risked his life while c.ollecting these plLlnt5, He 
longed to k~io\\, exactly what he had found, how Inany were new to science - 
he did not want to be forestalled by 'inyorle else. Forrest did all lie could to hasten 
t l ~ e  process and gradually, but too slowly for Forrest's liking, selected specilnens 
\\,ere sent for study to other specialists at Kew d~id  across the Contine~lt .  

Another basic problem 1i;ici been sirrllnerillg ;)way since Forrest returllcd frolll 
Yuntlall: \vho owlied the thousands of dried herbariun~ specimens that he had 
collected? It seems that origilially Bulley had siniply written a letter to Forrest, 
oft'ering to pay him to collect seeds for Bees' nursery. It had a11 happened in rather 
a hurry.There was n o  \\:ritten contract and n o  detailed stipulations as to how the 
dried specimens should be subdivided; just an understanding that they \vould be 
mainly sent to the R B G E  for description and naming. We have to remember that 
for Bulley, Dalfour and Forrest this was their first experience of being involved 
directly in a plant hunting expedition. With no written rules there was room for 
different interpretations concerning the ownership of  the dried speci~nens. 

For Inore than eighteen months Forrest spent hours and hours each day, at home 
and in the Herbariuln, simply sorting and labelling the dried specimens. In view of 
his hard \vork in Yutinan and at home, and all that lie had endured, he thought that 
he \vould be entitled to keep some dried specimens. He took seeds from them for 
Ills garden and nude up sets to sell. O n  the other hand, the C;arden had paid for their 
transport and when Balfour evetltually realised what was happening he \\,anted all the 
dried speci~nens ill the Herb'irium.There was all honest difference of opinion which 
resulted from a lack of clarity in the first place. 13alfour was not a Inan to be trifled 
with and Forrest had the making of a good trade unionist ill asserting what he saw 
as his rights. But Forrest's stubborllness was nearly his downf:ill. 

T h e  problen~ came to a head in the sumtner of 1908. Balfour was happy for 
Forrest to keep a set of specimens in the future, but he sent ;i lorry to collect all the 
specinlel~s that were currently at Forrest's hotne, so that they could be sorted in the 
Herbarium. Allnoyed and angry, and already resentful that Jefiey, in the 
Herbarium, did not trust hini over sick leave, Forrest insisted that first he wo~tld 
have to stay at home for a few days to extract one of  each species for himself." He 
refused further discutsion and on 14 August 1908 he otfcred his resignation, which 
Balfour accepted.When upset and defiant. Forrest could be as prickly as the thistle 
that is Scotland's eliibleni. 

Balfour was baffled: 

You \\.ere tdkrn 011 tllr \t.~ff of' the <;'~rden to work up these collection\ i l l  our 
Herbarium.. . I t  Appear\ now, lio\\.rvcr, that yo11 h ~ v c  . ~ t  La\sw.~dc .I I;lrgt. proportiorl of 
these collectionc.. .fi-on~ \vhich ac 1 uncierct.~nd  yo^^ propo\t. to let LI\  'ha\,t. rpt*cllllen\ 

C L ~ I O I ~ \  .ii your of edch spec~cs'. . . I ) o  I ~indrr\ta~ld (ro~n this t h ~ t  ~ L I  rt.g,lrd the toll, - . 

o\\:n property to Jc.11 with .IF you chootel' 

Forrtsst replied with characteristic directnesc: 

I nlost certa~nly u,~sh yo11 to i~ndcrctal~d tliat thr portio~i of n ~ y  I n i t  collcctiol~ . . . \\~hich 
I h.l\~e in h;~lid. I co~l\ider to be 111). ow11 to dicpoic of . I <  I c l l o o ~ .  Any ~ndcbtcdnccs 
wliicli Incay l~avc bee11 d ~ ~ c  the (;.11-dc.n by Inc I con\idcr to I1c lnorc tli:ln rcp.lld h!. t h ~  
collection\ I ha\:c .~Ire.~ciy ~ ~ r e \ e ~ ~ t c d .  

Forrest workeci at llome and continued to setid list'; of idc~~t l f i c~~t io ln  to lkllfoul-. 
H e  kept the normal co l~r t~s ies  of'l)e:~r Sir''1nd 'Yoilr\ \inccrel\'. tliougli lie became 



peremptory alnlost to the point of rudeness. I-le fi)rf>ited t\rio n~onths of pay hcfon: 
Ijalfour ended the i~npa\sr by inviting Forrest For a frank t;dk that c lc~red the air 
and restored their nornral good relation,. The warIrl, good-n.~trlred Forrest 
reappeared. His whole tinlily felt happier and Grace wrote to Ualfour expressing 

their reliel: Forrest w ~ s  rescued from the cornrr into w l ~ i ~ h  hr had boxed himself 
and Ualfour WJS learning how to handle his protCg0; In rnodcrn trrrnr, he gave 111111 
more 'space' in which to operate. Forrest never tibrgot Ilow Ualfour helped him at 
this critical stage of hi\ career. From then on their friendship was s u s ~ ~ i n c d  hy 
nlutual respect and afiction and the future of Forrest's plarlt spi-cirnen~ was rnade 
clear before each expedition. 

Meanwhile, Forrrst's mind kept returning restles>l!; to the prospects ofgoing hack 
toYunnan. In a menlo to Balfour, written only fifteen days after hi\ wedding, he 
considered the possibility of a threr-par  espedition on  the Mekor~g-Salween 
divide. But it seemed impossible to r ~ i s e  the nloney as he r\tinlat~.ii the co5t at 
between L1.800 and ,Q,oOO. including salary and travelling espenses. However, 
twelve days after Forrest's resignation, the tension \\,as relieved by unexpected ncwx 
a visitor at the KBGE was looking for a plant collector. 

An American Offer 
20 August I 0 1  IX 

llear Mr  Forrest. 
... l'rof. Sargenr lion1 Anlerica \vas here today. 2nd 1 gave hi111 your narnr and told 

him of your desire to go out dgin to China. I'robably you may hear from lum . . .  llc 
wan6 sonleone for this work. 

Yours truly. 
1.13. Balfour" 

Charles Sprague Sargent was an ambitious, energetic and we~lthy sixty-seven year 
old who directed the Arnold arb ore tun^ of Harvard University, Massachusett~. He 
had his eye on  Eastern Asia JS a source of horticultural novelties" and was currently 
employing Ernest H. Wilson as his collector in China. This was a real coup. as 
Wilson had made two very successful expedtions to Western China for the nursery 
firm ofveitch. Not  yet satisfied, Sargent was on the lookout for another British 
plant collector and Forrest sounded ideal. Afier visiting Edinburgh, Sargent wrote 
to Balfour fro111 the Burlington Hotel in London: 

Can you arrange for George Forrest to nleet me at theveitch's Nurser).: kng's  Road. 
Chelsea, on Tuesday Sept. 15. a t  four o'clock? 

I have bcen talking over wit11 Mr.Veitch the possibiliv of rnlploying Forrest for a 
journey to Northcrn China. ~ n d  if Forrest wants to consider such J propositicln I 
~hould like to see hirn before 1 returrl home." 

After deliberatio~i, Forrest \\:rnt to see Sargent and Veitch. It was a meeting of 
determined nlen and they came to no agreement. Forrest wanted, above all, to 
return to Yunnan, \-.,here he believed he would find many new plants. But. much 
to his chagrin. Sargent \vould not even consider the proposition. Sargent thought 
it was too warn1 a region and 'useless' for their purposes." Forrest ~ l s o  wanted 
better pay, so Sargent made him an improved ofer,  but only to go to northern 
China. (Previously Sargent had increased his offer to W~lson,  who then accepted.) 
C:anny as ever. Forrest was not so easily captured, especially asYunnan was his stated 
preference. H e  asked for tinle to think about it and checked with Balfour what 
salary Wilson had recrived. 

Ualfour advised Forrest to accept Sargent's inlproved offer of L:(:300 per annum 



salary a ~ l d  L400 travelling allo\vance to  go  to  northern China .  Life as an explorer 
and collector suited Forrest and success in  nor thern  China  should assure his career, 
But Forrest was still drawn to  those w o n d e r f ~ ~ l  flowers or] the Mekong-Salweell 
divide in Y~unnan which had 'eclipsed everything I saw dur ing nly three 
so jour t~  in the country' . '"  

In the end the decision was conveniently made for him. According to Forrest, 
Sargent suddenly wanted him to  set off in January 1909, although he had previously 
agreed to  some t i n ~ e  after March. C lem was expecting their first child in March 
and, as Forrest explained to  Balfour,'You can readily understand that I cannot ~r t . l l  
leave her until I see her safely through this'."' Fatherhood came first, and no 
amount  o f  persuasion would change his ~ n i n d .  

George Forrest jnr. was bo rn  o n  26  March 1909. H e  was a \velcon~e son and heir, 
but his father's future as a plant collector was still o ~ d y  a dream. News that Sargent 
andvei tch  \yere to  send a Kew n u n ,  Purdonl,  t o  nor thern  China, emphasised that 
Forrest had n o  definite sponsor. Knowing that Wilson was co~nple t ing his third 
expedition in China  cannot have made his position easier. His only hope rested on 
Bulley, w h o  would give n o  promise: 'It is quite impossible for nle to  say whether I 
shall be able to  comn~iss ion you for aYunnan expedition next winter'.That decisio~i 
depended o n  the prosperity o f  his nursery business, which he  might not know until 
November: ' I  most emphatically urge you not  to bank o n  this uncertainty.. .I think 
the only safe plan is not t o  take it into your r ecko t l i~~g  until it occurs."" 

Forrest's i~nnledia te  future hung  o n  the  h o r t i c ~ ~ l t ~ ~ r ~ l  success o f  his f l o ~ e r s  at Bees 
Ltd. Sargent had recognised Forrest's wor th  as a collector,so w h o  else might finance 
hi111 to  g o  t o Y ~ ~ n l l a n ?  H o w  could he ensure that Inore people heard o f  his talent 
for collecting? There  was an urgent need to  publicise his work to a wider world. 
Publicity was also in the interests of Bees Ltd and soon the names o f  Forrest and 
Bees Ltd were frequently mentioned in the  ho r t i cu l t~~ra l  press and canle to the 
attention o f  another Anlerican. 

News spreads 
In November 1908 the popular, weekly Cardc.rrc.rx' Clrr.orrirlr began reporting the 
results o f  Forrest's expedition. At a fortnightly nleeting o f  the Roy;il Horticultural 
Society (RHS).  Prirrr~rl,~ rrrt~lncoidcs was s l ~ o w n  by Messrs Bees Ltd and given an 
Award o f  Merit .  'This new species has been r;~ised from seeds g.~thered by 
M r  George Forrest in the high alps (9,OOOft. 12,750m1) o f y ~ ~ n n a n ,  China.' In 
I l e c e n ~ b e r  Balfour submitted a drawing and a photograph o f  Prirrrrrln rrri~la~.ilidc~c, 
referred to  Forrest as a n  'excellent collector' and rightly predicted that this I'rimula 
would become a g e n e r ~ l  Cl\vo~~rite. It was o n e  o f  Forrest's most inlportant early 
introductions (Plate OO)." In the spring o f  1 I)()!, its nanlc was splashed across Bees' 
catalogue in large bold letters, together \\.it11 descriptions o f  this 'splendid 
acquisition', a floriferous, u.inter bloonling pl'int for the greenhouse. This \\!as ;I 

gre'it beginning for Forrest's tlouiers: an arable weed fi-ornY~111nan was ;~cclaimed in 
British h o r t i c ~ ~ l t u r c  and subsequent plant helecrion produced nlarly spectacular 
strains. In the 1950s it was reckoned that all c~11tiv.lted material o f  I? rrralflcoidc..r 
outside China was probably derived f r o ~ n  the first sceds Forrest se11t to Bees. 

I909 wac a bumper yrar for of  Forrest's ne\,.ly introduced plants. Ualk)llr, 
13~1lley and Forrest nlade a concerted eftbrt to brillC: the tlo\ve~-s to people's :~ttellti(>ll. 
Three new specie\ of  prim~lla,  I ?  b~r l l c~ r r r~~ ,  P./i~rr.~,.\.rij ,und r? lirr~~rrinrrn (ri~rlil] u.ere all 
sho\vn at ICHS Shows by Bees Ltd, gnlning Firct Cl,ls.; (:rrtific.ltes. well-illustrated 
articles appe.n.ed In the (;,~rdcrrcrs' . \ ~ O ~ Z ; I I C .  ; I I I ~  t h ~  (;t~rdc*~~c~.s' (~l~rorriclc. In May 
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F o I - I - ~ ~  I .  I I I I  I I ~ I I I I  t t  F I I I C I I I ~ ~  I l ook111  I I I t  I ~ I I  I1l.ltc 03.  I '~II I I I I~ , I  / ; I ~ ~ ( . ~ I I I  
th.it Fol-rt\\t could llc ~ l \ e f ~ l l  i01- p1.111t I I I ~ I - O ~ ~ I I C ~ I O I ~  t o  tlic. U.S H e  e.\-e11 \\-olldercd k'r"~11i1!. C ~ I \ P I ? ' Z ~  11)  t h ~  

\\.Iiethcl- Fol-rc\t c.o~llci 11c. I I I I - C ~   ti,^- rc\c.ircli 111to tlie p1.ohlc111 of  the lntroduct~on I e ' t t e r  ' l c ' l d l n ~  o'L'cr\ Ltli 

ofAmerlc.111 col-n 111to (:11111,1: Ilc ci~cici~ci t o  k~.cp .111 e ! ~  O I I  For~-e\t .  
F.~ir~.hild'\ \.i\it licr.lldcd ~ic \ \ -  pro\pc,ct\ fol- Fol-rt,\t. \(lio\c. t.~lcnt\ J I I ~  \ L I C C C ~ \ ~  

\\-ere h c i l ~ g  rc,c.ogni\~d be!.o~~d the thol-c\ of 131.lt.lln. B~llle\. felt wort. c-onfidenr. 
too. 0 1 1  top of  l5ec\' tcllilig Fol-rc.\t'\ nt.\\- tlo\\-en, ljullc!,'.; pcr\ollal Income a\ a 
cotton bl-okc.1- n ~ u t t  l l ~ \ . e  lncrc~.~\ed \\ lth the. ri5111g con\umption of  r w  cr)rtoll In 
the U.K. H e  dt.c.ldcd to \end For~.t.<t b.lcl; toY1111n.lr1 h r  ol~c. yC;11-, rxtcnd.lblc to 
three ).c,lr\. Forrtl\t \\-auld I I . ~ \ . ~  ;I \,ll.iry of  L:200 per .Innurn. plu\ ~nitlnl espcrlst.3 
~11ci ,I ~ I - ~ ~ V ~ ~ I I I I ~  ,1llo\\-a11c~e of  o\.er L050.'- Fr)rrr\t 11.1~1 \~,111te~i .I \c~lclry oiL300 pel- 
. ~ n n u m ,  ,I.; pro111i\cd b>- S.1rgcnr. 1 ~ 1 t  here \\-A< l l ~ \  chnncr to return to l l ~ <  old 
I I L I I ~ ~ I I I ~  g l - O L I I I ~  ,111~1 he ~ c ~ ~ p t c c i  the otft'r. 

Aftel- rc..~dilig Fol-l-c\t; .]<.count In thc ( ; ~ I x I . , I ~ J / I I ~ ~ I ~  /,~rrr.r~,ll of  hi.; tr.i\-el\ 1 ~ 1 t h  
L1tto11 U P  tlie S'll\\.ecll \~,111c~ Fall-chilei ~ l \ o  clicour.lgecl Fol-re\t to \\-rlte more 
,~~-ticIe<. F:~11-c-I11lci \ I , ~ I \  1rc~I.1tccl L>\. 111.lrriag~ to the c,ciitor of  the .Y<IIIOII<I/ ( ; ( .C ;~ I~I /~ / I I~  
. \IcI,~I:III(~,  <;~lI~c.rt ( ; ro \ \ .c~~or ."  ,111cl \Ilo\ve~3 111111 Forre\t'< p l io togrLipl~~ c)f per>pIe 
d11d p l . 1 ~ ~ ~  i l l  Y~11111.111. 

<;~-o\\.c,nor Ilkccl IIL>\ \ -  itlt..lr k)r a~-tlclt.\. e\pcci,llly dl\~i.ltc.he\ from the h ~ c k  ofheyond. 
He ~.~t.li~ic.cl t\\.~.l\.c o f  Fol-~-e.\t'\ photog1-.lpli\ k>l- 518. J I I ~  pl-ol~li\eci 111111 .I f~1rtht.r 5 0  

iol- .I 0.000 \\.olrl .u-tlilc. 111. I~opcJ  tli.it thi\ \\.,I\ only rhe t i n t  of In'lny conrr ih~l t~on\  
,111c1 hr. pronl~\cci to p.1)- 5 1.50 iol- c.lc.11 .~Jci~tlon.ll phe)togr.lph tlie\- ll.;eJ.'' 

Fol-l-c~\t \\.,I\ (lcl~glltc~ci: llc l i , ~ c l  t?)1111ci 'I 11c,\\. r i ~ l t l e ~  for I l l \  pl~otograph\ ~11ei %I \vidcl- 
1.~.1cie.r\li1p ,1111-o.1ci. I i c *  \ u l ~ ~ i l ~ t t ~ ~ d  Ill\ .11-t1c.lt~ to <;l-o\\ .~~llor on 211 I ) e c c ~ ~ ~ b e r  1000. 

hc%ti)l-c Ic.i\.ll~g t?)l- (:11111,1 0 1 1  I l l \  \e,iolld ~xpc ,c l~ t io~ i .  ,111il Ilc' .l\\~~rc.ci GI-O\VCI~OI- t l l '~ t  

liLicl J I I . L ~ , I ( ~ , -  J I - I - ~ I I I ~ ~ , ~ ~   ti)^, e \ t ~ ~ ~ i \ ~ \ ~ c  ~ ~ l ~ o t o ~ ~ - , ~ ~ ~ l l i c ~  \ w r k  of  tile ~ - O L I I I ~ I - ! ,  J I I L ~  ' the 
t r~he~\-p~~ol~lC. '  111 .I pl-.lctlc..lll!- ~~~ lc* \ -y lo~-c -d  . ~ I - ~ . I .  Mo~-c,o\.c,r, lie t;~ll!- intended to t ~ k e  
.rcl\-.ll~t.rge* o i  (;l-o\\.cllor'\ offt.~- to \ ~ I I J  hlrn 111orc .u-t~rlr\." T h e  rdltor \\-A\ plcLl\eJ 
.lnd .l\lcci I'ol-l-c.\t to Lccp thc I I I , I ~ . I Z I I I C ,  111 I I I I I I ~ ~  \\-liilr 111 thr  O r l r l ~ t . "  



()ppoilt~,: 

['late- 04. ll/~,/ll~ll~.\lll. 

Thc ~llu\ tr ,~trd tlo\\-cl- \\GI\ 

gro\vll fro111 Forrcit'\ \c,ccl 

. I I I L ~  ~I . . I \ \  II h!. I!t~i. 1<0111111 

Forrest's second expedition 
H.lppi1lt.s.;. for FOI-rc'jt. \\..I< ottcn .~\ \oc~.~tcci  \\-ill1 thc plc.~\~u.c of.lpp~-o~~e.l'i",~:l~i~~g \0111? 

.lI1~l \\.ll.lt I,ctte,~- g0.11 tt1.111 I - C ~ I I ~ I ~ I I I ~  toY~11111.111 ~ I I -  .I \L.COII(~ c~xpc~i i t lo l~ i  ' r l ~ ~ .  ~ I ~ c ~ ~ . ~ \ ~ ~ ~  

.lL.rlvjtl\- g ~ v e  I I I I I I  .I ' 1 ~ 1 7 ~ ' .  ,111ci Ili\ 111111~1 \\ hil-rcd \ \ , ~ t l ~  .111 rhc Job\  he h.ld to do. 
Firit For r~ , \ t  ~ C L I L I L ~ \ ~ C L ~  ~ I I L '  11~1p c>f  I % , I ~ ~ ) L I I .  ,111(i t h ~ '  Forc1g11 (>tli~.c 111 p r o c ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ ~ g  ,111 

Imper~L~l  p.~z\po~-t ,111d .rll t h ~ ,  Llt.il~tic*c th.~t  he 111ighr IIL-L-L~  f i o n ~  the  <:on\ul\ .111(i 0 t 1 l ~ . ~  

otfic~.lls 111 (:lli11~1. 1-lc, \ \ . . I I I ~ L * ~ ~  I I I . I X ~ I ~ I L I I I I  CO\ .C~ i l l  t h ~  L . \ .L*I~~ o f t l . o ~ ~ h l c ,  I I : I \ J I I ~ ~  ~ C L . C I \ ~ ~  

.I \ v . ~ r ~ ~ i n g  t h ~ t  t l ~ c  COLIIICI.!. \\-.I\ ill .I '1110\t d~ctul-hell c , o ~ ~ d i t i o n ' . "  The M.l~lc-I~u 

LiY1~;~\ty \\,.IS 111 it\ lact \c,rr\ o f  dcc.li~~ing po\vcr. I Z L l ~ -  il-on1 Y L I ~ I I J ~ .  111 the  \ e c l u \ ~ o n  ~f 

the Forh~dden (:it\ . I I I ~  the Su rnn~r l -  I).I~.IL.~. the  E I I I ~ I - ~ \ . ;  I)o\v.rgc~-,'Tzi~ Hi l .  elled 111 

1 L)( 18 <111e4 tl1c llL.\\- E l l l ~ l t ~ r o r  ot t l l ~ ,  c:llills ~ i y l l ' l \ t ~ ~ .  l)ll Yi. \\,,IS tllc~ll l>lll), t\\.o >,Ls<ll-\ olc i  

Forre.;[ dc.tcr1111ncd t o  111.1ke tllc \'el-). b c ~ t  II\C of l l i \  C X P C C ~ I ~ I O I I .  He co11t .1~tc~1 

the  N.I~LII-.II I-l~<tor!. MU\L.LIIII ill L O I I ~ O I I  .111ci otk.~-~'ci t o  collect \111.111 I I I ~ I I I I I I ~ . ~ ~ \  till- 

the111. He erp l .~ l l l rd :  

It I \  11ot , ~ l r o ~ ~ ~ t h c ~ -  .I Ill.lttcr ~ ~ i l : ! ; . \ . ~ l .  \ \ . ~ t l ~  I I I L . .  1 t .~hc .I kccl~ ~ ~ ~ t c ~ - c \ t  111 c o l l c c t ~ ~ ~ ~ .  hur  O \ \ I I I ~  

t<) ~lrL~~l l l l~ t , l1 l~~<~\  I \ll,lIl 0111y l>c to(> gI,lLi to .l~l'i .I Ilt~lL~ I ( >  Illy 111'0111L~ by Ill), l~ll1olll-\, 

Forrest p c ) i ~ ~ t c d  o u t  tli.lt I I C  . ~ l r c ~ ~ J y  held \OIIIL. pr.rct~c.c in  S k ~ n n i n g  a n d  .~ckcd LI- 
I I I ~ ) I - I I L I ~ I O I I  O I I  p r r ~ c ~ - \ ~ , ~ t i v c  \ o ~ p \  J I I L ~  \1i1,1Il 1,11>t*l\. 111 t l ~ c  L . \ . ~ I I [  1 1 0  ~ ~ I I ~ I I I C I , I ~  tics1l 

\v.1\ f o ~ - t h ~ . o ~ i ~ i l ~ g ,  h u t  Forrc\ t  \\..I\ c*.~gcr t o  111,1kc \ O I I I C  zc~olog i~ .~ l  r o l l e c t i o ~ ~ \  11'thc 
o p p o ~ - t l ~ n ~ r )  nroie. 

~LII~c>LII-  g:~\.e For~-c \ t  .I c ~ ~ 1 I ~ ~ ~ r , l  . I I I L ~  l look\ .  I I I ~ - I I I L I I I ~ ~  I'.Ix'\ I I I ~ ~ I O > ~ I I \ . I I > I ~  I I I O I I O ~ ~ . I ~ ~ I  

011 prlmul.~.;, but in the 111itl\t of I ~ i c  prcp.lr.ltlc>ll\ F-01-rc\t I I . I L ~  ,I t o t ~ l l > .  L I I I C ~ X I ' C C ~ L - ~  

hlo\r.. Without .III). pr ior  ~ l lnc \s  hi.: rnotl~cl .  d ~ c d  \uddclll!- ~ I I  Surltl.~y L ~ \ . L , I I I I I ~  

2 J . ~ n u . ~ r y  1010 . ' '  She \\..I\ t h ~ .  ht..~d of the L ~ ~ ~ ~ i l ! ;  F.ol.rc~t \\..I\ \.cr\. t i ) ~ ~ c l  of I1c.1- .111c1 

Ili\ Icttcrc to  thc Lrn~l ly  11.1d .~l \ \ , .~y\  b e g l ~ l ~ . ' l  )c.i~- M o t l ~ c \ ~ -  . r ~ ~ c l  ,111 of!-o~r'.Th.rt \\.,I\ t o  

he 110 marc. Afrcr tllc i~l~lt ' r , l l .  L I ~ L T  ; ~ n d  I I I  I I I O L I ~ I I I I I ~ .  I : o r r ~ \ t  fi~ll\llcd Ili\ ~ . I C ~ I I I ~  

.lnci Ill\ dcp;lrturc ti)r (:llln.l \v.I\ LII- n~ol-c, dlffic.ult tl1.111 l>cforL% .I\ lie t o o k  Ic.l\,~. o t  hi\ 

hcl-c.lved s i h l ~ ~ ~ g s  . I I ~  left hcl1111~1 hi\ \\-~t-c , 1 1 1 ~ 1  III\ \011 ofo l l l ) .  11i11c I I I O I I ~ ~ I \  old 
FOI-rr\t \.lllc.d tiom L ~ \ . ~ r p o c ~ l  011 .I \ I ~ i p  of  r h ~ .  t l c , ~ ~ ~ l c r \ o ~ ~  I Inc. SS Irrir~rl~~~lti), ( I / / ,  h o u ~ ~ d  

LI- 13t1r111.1. 0 1 1  , I I > ~ ~ ~ . I ~ . ~ I I I I ~  I'ort S . I I ~  he. \\.rote, to 13,1lti)l11- of  Ill\ ~ O I I ~ I I I ~ I I I I ~  \ .~dlle\\: 





lililes fi-om h o m e  and over a thot~sand miles ( 1  ,(d)Ok~n) lion1 his destinatio~l. H e  felt 
so u l ~ d e r m i ~ l e d  .lnd let down that he  decided h e  simply could no t  work with sucll 
all employer lotiger than necess'lry; he  would firiish the agreed year o f  his contract, 
enough to  explore nlore o f  the Lichiang ILange, but  that was all. H e  could not 
k ~ ~ o \ v  that financial problems tvould be  J recurring nightmare o n  this expedition. 

W h e n  Forrest redched the Chinese border town ofTengyueh, another prorilised 
sum from Uulley had failed to arrive and again Forrest IVJS reliant on  the friendship 
2nd good\\,ill o f  others. H e  arranged with Consul I\ose for J loan. Forrest no\v 
\\rrc)te to I3ulley c o n f  r~il i t lg th ;~ t  he  would return honle  as soon as he had secured 
the year's harvest. H e  knew that this might jeopardise his career, but he felt that 
Rulley was behaving 'in an impossible rnarl~ier'. Fortunately, Forrest's nlissionary 
friends were still inYutlnan - M r  Enlbery at Te11gyut.h and D r  Clark in Tali - so 
he  had a warm \\relcon~e and support  as he  gathered together as nlany of  his former 
collectors as he could.Thev also stood loyally by him and there was a synlpathetic 
dnd encouraging letter from Ualfour, with a request from the lily expert, Arthur 
Grove, anxious for seeds o r  bulbs o f  Lilirrrrr tlrrl~idii and Lilirrtrr c~x)~f~cri~lrrrrr, which 
\\!ere ~ ~ n k n o \ v n  it1 cultivation. Forrest's bala~lce was restored as he  settled to  work 
and his appetite was once again whetted for plant hunting. Social unrest nleant that 
the region o f  the Salween valley was closed to  exploration, which precluded some 
work for Fairchild. However, '1)elavnyh territory' was politically possible and 
Forrest was keen to search o u t  niore o f  1)elav.ly's discoveries. 

O n  Forrest's arri\,al at Tali he noticed big changes had occurred in the past three 
years. T h e  Governmerit had established ;i garrison o f  fi~lly 3,000 \veil-equipped 
soldiers, dl-illed by Japanese inctructor\. At each street crossing there was a sentry 
bos .The  city wa5 properly policed, more  prosperouc. and wages were I~igher. 'There 
is n o  question about the matter'. wrote Forrest. 'China is awakening'. But his 
financial proble~ns  had not changed. Forrest ~ ' 1 s  still waiting for rnoney from 13ullt.y 
and no\v had only A30 left, enough only to  take him to  Lichiang-~LI and to keep 
hirn for a fortnight. H e  declared himself 'tlioroughly sick o f  the \\,hole ~ffa i r '  and 
added ' O n e  thing is certain it' ever I go  ;lnywhere again as .I collector it thall never 
be for Messrs Bees Ltd."" 

Importantly, at that particular time, the love of flowers that he and Bulley shared 
temporarily rectored harmony b e t t v c e ~ ~  the111. At Tali Forrest received a letter honi 
Bulley, asking if he had ever found Litlri~l;~)c.rrrrrrr,~ Ir~~rr~~~~ckii~rrrrrrr. which he mted '1s 
dear as ge~i t ians .The plant hunter's instinct came to  the fore. Forrest h.ld seen this 
flower in 1005, just north o f Y ~ ~ n i i a n - f i ~ .  H e  wac curre~i t ly  o n  his \\ray to Lichimg, 
but left detailed instructions t'or t h r  ~ o l l ~ c t i o ~ i  o f  its seed tvith 13r (:lark, u .ho war 
supervising his coIIector~ at T ~ l i .  

Ho\vever, when Forrest heard from his wife t h ~ t  a q u a r t t ~ ' s  sa l~r) ;  due  to be paicl 
in advance to  her, hvas five \veeks overiiuc, hc \vns incensed; even his wife a ~ i d  child 
had 11o\v been let down by Uulley. This \\:;I\ the Ia\t strnv . ~ n d  confirnled hi.; 
d e t e r m i ~ i ~ ~ t i o n  to return h o ~ n e  in J . l n ~ ~ a r y  1 0 1  1 . ~ n d  not to ~ v o r k  for Uulley  gain. 

I t  seenis ironic that 13ulley. \vho h:ld the cnterprist. t o  \ c ~ i d  Forrest toYu11n.ln. allti 
g ~ v e  him a cecond o p p o r t u ~ ~ i t y  to  go  there, the11 discouraged him tlirough 
inet'ilciency and thoughtlessne\\. O n  top of ~ i o t  \ending rr~iiitt,lncec froni Ijtseh' 
o t k r  on  tinle. there \v;lr .~lso .I \ r r iou\  I.11.k of  u n c i e ~ . s t : ~ ~ ~ d i ~ ~ g  of the person.ll 
s ~ p p o r t  needed to  bol\ter .I collector In the firld, .;o h r  hotn  home,  J I ~ J  ill J 

c o ~ ~ ~ i t r y  on the verge of civil \\..lr. Uulley \\-J\ proud 111s pl .~nt h u ~ ~ t c * r :  in Uee\' 
catalogues he \vab still ' O u r  MI- Forrest' doing g~-c .~ t  ~ I I I I I S \ .  I3ut 13ullc.y ncver K ~ ~ I I ~ C J  
that showing hi5 .~pprec i~~ t ion  .~nci g ivi r~g c\-~.II ,I littlt. PI-.li\c \\-ould h.iv~* hcrn  like 



gold dust t o  Forrest. On ly  after leaving Bulley's employ did Forrest eventually learn 
that Uullcy actually appreciated his endeavours. In Yunnan Forrest felt irlcrrasindp 
like a servant o f  c o n ~ n ~ e r c e .  W h e n  a new i rk  was named Iris~/i,rrcstii, Uulleyi o r ~ l y  
comment  to  Forrest was that it was not showy enough to aell well (I'late 64). Such 
an outlook, combined with what he  saw as low pay. broi~ght  a s t r ~ n g  reaction f r o ~ n  
Forrest. H e  wrote o f  Bulle); as a 'cad o f  the first order'. H e  decided never again to 
work for any nursrrynlan and railed against them: 

There is d lot said about the rnc.mrless of the Scotch but in 111y t i~ne 1 hjvc 111c.t Inor<. 
stingy E~lglish than I ever dld Scotch. and 13ulley and Veitch, the great Sir H~rr):  .Ire 
types. cxtrelne types!"' 

When  Bulley said he  was \villing to continue 'the \peculation' and ofii-red Forrest 
two Illore years in Yunnan, it was f i rn~ly  rejected. 

O n  the other hand, as often in life, the situation nfas complex. Forrest's particular 
fanlily situation nlust have swayed him to\vards returning h o n ~ e  aftel. one  year, and 
he  admitted there were faults o n  his ride. O n  his l int  esprditiorl he had ovt.rcolne 
problems o f  loneliness and depression and even after Litton's death he had stayed 
the course. O n  this second expedition, lio\vever. Forrest h.ld a bad start and never 
had the company o f  anyone with Litton's zest, w h o  could hdve ~ i l ade  light o f  the 
financial let downs and countered them with h u ~ n o u r  and sonle slightly ~ n d d  
diversion. Nevertheless, Bulley admitted that it was shocking o f  I i i~n  to leave 
Forrest short o f  Funds and Forrest considered him neither a reliable nor  reasonable 
en~ployer.  T h e  problems that Forrest experienced u-ith Bulley rankled him for 
months after his return to  Britain. 

In contrast. Balfour offered practical support, even a donation of  L 2 5  when 
hearing o f  Forresth financial ditficulties. Hic understanding and synlpathy were an 
emollient and stl-engthening influence. Forrest expressed his warm gratitude to  
13alhu1- and there is n o  d o ~ l b t  that the escellent I-elationship that had built up  
between the two  men  was fundamental in bringing out  the best in Forrest. 

A successful outcome 
T h e  wealth o f  bloonl that greeted him in Ma): on  the Sung K\vei pass, was a 
wonderful welcome and recolnpellse for earlier troubles. From the nlargin of  the 
open pasture that surrounded a small lake. t o  the tops of  the enclosing low hills, a 
zone o f  rhododendron forest stretched for about 1.000ft. (30On1) altitude. H e  
relished every detail: 

The foreground is occupied by l.~rge ~nattcd nlas.;e\ of a d\var-i spec-ie\. 1-2 tGet 
130-6Ocml. \vith deep purplish-blue flowers: behind this come groups of R. ),rrtrrr~Irri.rrsc. 
simplv showers of bloom, formrng a belt of the v e n  palest c~nce iv~~b le  sh.~de of 
rose-lawnder, dlmott white and tho\\~ng to at .I short distance; rhen a taller species 
bear~ng huge and \\.ell-formed unlbels of beautifill rore-n1.1genta flowers, and. behind 
all, to the verge of the alpine pCnture at the \umruitt, 311 almost impenerrable forest of 
tree rhododendron\. hnm 20-3Uft. Ih-Om] in hcight. zonipoted of such species [of 
I<hododendronl .I\ h~rr-c'lrii. irror,irrrrtr, nilsl;rtrrr, I~rrcrrrrr, Irc~IL~/iy~il;, etc. otc. all in the v e n  
perfection of hloo~n. \\pith a dente undergn>\vth of d\v.~ribamboo.Vie~-ed f n m  the pass 
the su~i ice  of thi\ t'orcst appeared .llmosr level; it \\.as an icie.11 d~!: and the ctTezt of the 
brilliant iunshinc on the dark gli3tening sea of foliage. interspersed \vith tn.lsse.; of 
colourins, ranging konl the allnost pure white of hrrnn~rr~i and c.rean1). yellow of 
irr~~ntrrr~rr. through 11~;lrly every sh.~de oil~vender-mage11t.1 to the deepest crlmson. \\?IS a 
sight L ~ r  beyond my po\\.er to de.;cribr.To be ~ppreriated such has to be seen. It was with 
the greatest etYort I tow ~~~yst~li'~\va!.: I thirlk I could have remained for d ~ y s  drinking ill 
the be~ury <)f the ssenc.Tr~11y our home kno\\.ledgr of rhododerldn~n.; i, nil."' 



Plate 66. Mecotzopsis itlfegrijdia. One of George ~ 
Forrest's most used photographs. for example 
in the Gardenerz' Chronicle (191 I ) ,  Bees' 
catalogue (1912) and Country hi (1923). 

Plate 67. M~onopd~ integrifblia growing in the 
wild above Lijiang on the Yulong Shan 
Kichiane Ram). 

Plate 68. Primula dryadijblia photogr; 
Forrest in its natural habitat and pub ,,..., ... 
the Gardeners' Clrronicle in 1 91 1 . 
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Plate 69. Primukr dryndifolia, a plant of high, 
exposed mountain screes and stony ground. 
This photograph was taken at 4.3001~1 
(1 4,000fi.) on the Beinla Shan. 



Br~t.nn by George Forrest In 1910. 

I 
P l ~ t c  7f I Kltt~d~lric~~rtlrc~rr Lr t c~rrr~  groulng or1 the slopes of the Cang Shan above Dah (Tali). I t  wac introduced to 



Here we h ~ v e  our  first vivid indic.ition o f  what \vas to ~not ivate  Forrest for nlanv 
years to conle. T h e  r'inge . ~ n d  variety o f  r h o d o d e ~ ~ d r o n s  were \veavilig their own 
allure, capturing his curiosity and ftlelling his drive to  find more.  An): 
rhodociendron-lovrr would savour his description, and w e  see wli .~t drew hiln to 
Yunnan, leaving his wife and child. 111 Brit'iin there was otxcial n ~ o u r n i n g  for Kills 
Edward VII w h o  had died at Buckingham Palace dnd the G~lrdcrrcw' (~lrrorriil(- llnd 
black lines between the c o l u ~ l ~ n c ,  but Forrest was e n t r ~ n c e d  by the b rau t ih l  flora 
~ ~ Y L I ~ I I J ~  and he  was realisil~g how much more  there was to  discover. 

Forrest strove hard to  use the time available in the most prodilcti\,e way. H e  mJde 
his b;ue at the foot o f  the southern end o f  the Lichiang ICalige, canlping at about 
0.000ft. (3,0001~1). and again the b e ~ l ~ t y  .ind interest o f  the flowers revitalised him. 
H e  went into overdrive and, whatcver the weather (it was often ra in i11~ 111 ' torrents 
o r  blowing a g<~ l r ) ,  he filled his time hilly. Hours  were spent o n  photogrnpI~y. H e  
.idnutted that he  was not  the most patient of individuals and p h o t o g r n p l ~ i n ~  plants 
in the r n o u n t a i ~ ~ s  \was a severe test in those days o f  less ; ~ d \ ~ a l ~ c e d  techl~ology. To 
secure a photograph o f  I)r.irrrrrl~r ~)irrrriltifidn he  I-eturr~ed t o  its habitat five times. e ~ c h  
j o ~ ~ r n e y  representilig a c l i ~ n b  o f  at least 4.000ft. (1.30Om). H e  exposed a dozen 
pl;~tes, yet all o f  thenl were spoilt by the nlovelnent o f  plants in the \vinJ, or  tile 
underexposure o f  plates in the fog. I t  was heart-breaking and he admitted that in 
sucll molnents he could 'hurl the canlera into space, ~ l l d  have done with ~ t ' .  H e   lid 
t h ~ t  it ~ v a ~  only his 'Scots d o u r n e ~ s '  \vhich enabled h i m  to carry on." Sometirilt.~ 
Forrest even developed prints at his c.in~psite and struggled ill the d.~mp cor~ditions 
with poor  paper and insuf?icierlt chemicals. Yet he  produced some winl~ers,  
including photographs o f  ,\fciorrol>si.c irrrc;grjfoli(l (I'lates 00 J I I ~  07). Prirrrlrl(r ~iryodjfi)lirr 
(Plates O H  and 69) and the magnificent rock plant, 1so~~)~rrrrrr ,qrnr~djPorrtrrr. H e  \\'as 
thrilled when photographs turned ou t  better than expected. posting them to 
Ualfoul. t o  share his joy. 

Forrest was also ,~mbitious in his field observations. H e  5et Ilimself to find as Inany 
primulas as possible on the Lichiang Range 2nd on .I three-week trek along the range 
to the north of  thef ingtze  bend he spent three we.1l-y and ~ lns~~ccess f i~ l  dnyc 'be~t ing 
the ground around the base of  the gre'it glacier' in senrch of  l?,~l(lriolis Fr. \vhich 1)elavay 
had found there." Ho\vever. in general he was delighted with the 11111nber he fout~d. 
H e  carefi~lly searched five n~iles (Xlim) of  coulltry to find Prirrrrrl~~ ~~rrl~-lrcIl~r .1nd \vhen 
he calne across acres of  it in ope11 alpine pasture it was \vorth ,111 the toil. H r  returned 
to the ared where he had found l'rirrrrrla I~rrllc)c~rr(r before. .lnd \\,hen ht* ti)und sprcilncsll~ 
with 'crushed str~\vberry' or  '.~pricot-red' colo~rring he re~liscd th.it thew I I ~ L I S ~  he 
natural hybrids b e ~ v e c l ~  f? I~rrllc)~l~rr(~ drld f? I,c,c:ii(~rrir. H e  c i i s co~er~d  .111ci i n t r ~ d ~ l ~ c d  
Roscocn l~rrrrrc~nrrcl (see Plate Ol).And \vlic\n he hunted in thC h.ibit.~t of 1'r.irrrrrl~l l i r r~l r r i~~r~~~ 
(lio\v /? r)i(r/ir), to the edst of  the valley of Lichi.ing, he di~covered .I holills i l l  3 1 0 \ ' ~ I ) '  
rose-coloured form of  ~2'orrroc~lrnri.i /~orti~rrrrlrirr~r \vhich hc had not seen beforc. 

O n e  o f t h e  find\ o f  the wason \\..is I'rirrrrrl~l tfr)~r~tij/;ili(r (I'l,>te~ 08 J I I ~  (70) .IIIJ. \\.11~*11 

writing to Balfour onc  evrning, he  \vrotc \o \.iviJly t h ~ t  Balfour could e.lrily 
i r n ~ g i n e  the plant in its wild, high. moullt;iin home:  

Ho\v I \vl\hCd \vhcn I C . I I I I ~  (111 it tI1.1t you \vcrc, \ \ .~th Inc. Hot\. you \ \ . ( ~ ~ l d  11.1v~' 

r11joyc.d thr \iRht. It\ 11.1hit.1t I \  .I CIIP- \ I I . IP~ .J ,  I ~ ~ L I I c I c I - - \ ~ ~ c \ \ . I I  I>.I\III . I ~ O L I ~  .I 111ilc 111 

cstellt, .~lmo\t 3t the li1111t OK \,cgct.~rioli . ~ t  ,111 J I ~ I ~ L I C I C  Ot . I ~ ~ ~ O S I I I I . I ~ C ~ ~  15..iO()ft. 
IJ.70~)1111. S11o\v dnd I>.I~I-CII  l i ~ ~ ~ ~ \ t o ~ l r  PC.II\\ ,111 . I ~ O L I I I ~ .  .I ci1tt111g \\.111~1. .~nd ~ l ~ o i \ t ~ ~ r c  
cvc.r)r\chrrc. Thc ccntrc of  the h.191n \+..I\ o rcup~~c l  hy .I \ I I I . I I I  I.ILL, 0t 'l~l~)'~t.ll C~C. I I - I IC \ \ .  

k)rmcd of thc n ~ e l t l n ~  .;llow\, c\,cr, dcpl-c\\io~~ o t  . I I I ~  \ IT<  \\..I\ tillcd w ~ t h  hc.~\.!' 
\~lo\vdrlli\, hut on the h.11-c intcrvcl~i~~g pronllnc.n.L.\, ,111cl I I I  C\.LT\. ~ . I - L , \ , I L L ~  o t ' ~ I l  ~ I I C  lc~~-gc'r 
ho~llc1cr\ c..ip.lblc of I . ~ ~ ; I I I I I ~ ~  ,I \uiIicic.~~(-y o ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ I I  .111(i ~ ~ l o ~ i t u ~ . ~ .  \\..I\ I? drj~c1~1!/;~11~1. I '  









Plate 74. A photog~lph Bulley w ~ s  also in touch n.itl1 J.C. Williams o f  Caerhays Castle, Cornwall, an 
by Forreit of p.lgcr from eminent gardener w h o  \ v ~ s  ~ar t icular ly  keen o n  ir~troducing trees and shrubs and 
a book of pictographs, was well informed on  the work o f  E.H.  Wilson. H e  had received his first b;ltch of  
used i l l  Nakhi religious 
cerr~nonies. and donated Wilson's Chinese rhododendrons fronlveitch's nursery in 1903, and the!: were now 

to rile Natjonal ML,seur,,s gro\ving splendidly in the sheltered valley o f  his Caerhays garden. As Bulley was 
of Scotland in IOl I .  more  interested in growing herbaceous plants, he  invited Williams to  look over 

Ness gardens in 1910 and to  select all the rhododendro~ls  that seemed worth 
growing.' Williams o f i r e d  to pay Bulley L300 for all o f  Forrest's rhododendron 
and conifer seeds fro111 his 1910 expedition;' he was clearly aware o f  Forrest's 
collecting abilities. 

In spring 191 1 J.C. Willianls invited Forrest to stay at  Caerhays Castle, his 
castellated mansion o n  the south Cornish coast (Plate 73). Willia~ns,  w h o  was born 
in Caerhays Castle and educated at Rugby  and Trinity Hall, Ca~nbr idge ,  had 
inherited a large capital sun1 and his fither's landed estate, Caerhays. H e  had bought 
Werrington Park o n  the Devon-Cornwall border and he  rented a11 estate, 
Strathvaich, in the Scottish Highlands. I t  was a contrasting world to any that Forrest 
had inhabited, but the two  Inen shared an er~thusiastic love o f  plants, and an 
eagerness to  introduce new plants from China. Willialns \vanred to  111eet Forrest 
and show him his rhododendrons,' as he planned to  develop his garden with new 
species. H e  had the wealth to  employ a plant hunter and admired Forrest's courage. 
tenacity, and evident success ill finding new plants. Williams was the same age as 
13ulley and. for him, gardening was a pleasurable hobby. H e  had a generous. 
sy~npathetic and considerate nature that appealed to  Forrest, \vl~ile Williams 
described Forrest as 'a very smnll compact 111;111 wit11 a fine chest on  h i ~ n ,  built €or 
fatigue. Has done  much and can probably d o  much more' . '  

As they wandered r o ~ ~ n d  the g.1rden . ~ t  CClerhays they had a sti~nulating 
conversation. the collector and grower sharing their expertise on the plants before 
tllenl. T h e  two men warmed to e ;~ch other. They  were both countrymen with a 
loathing o f  the city and a love of  f i s h i ~ ~ g  and shooting (fly fishing for sa l~non and 
trout had been Forrest's chief pnstinle since hc was ''1s tall 3s your wralking stick').' 
In the coming months it \\/as as if Williams took Forrest 'under his \ving'. and 
Forrest opened up  to him n\ t o  .I neu. and understanding hiend.  

Forrest \\,as bus): H e  prewnted his zoological and ethnographic collections horn 
N.W.Yilnnan to  the National Museunls o fSco t l ;~nd  (I'lates 7 2  and 74).At home he 
was \I-riting up  his plant collections from the qecond rxprdition. a i d  he took up 



some tasononlic work on  his pri~nular .lnd other p l~n t s ,  naming Dwc~c~cc~~~lrrilrrrr~ 
i.~ahcll'~c, .after his sister (Appendix 8 ) .  H e  began to rcillvigonte hii gardc.11 at 
Cilenkevock House. .lsking Llalfour for a san~ple  oftheYunnarl rhododcndn,n \eedr 
that were gcrn~inat ing freely in the Llotnnic <;.~rderl. 

In the second half o f  191 1 .  at approsim~~tely  nlonrl~ly i11terval\, lie i ubn~ i t t rd  
notes to the C;r~rdc.rrctrz.' Clrrclrrii-lr on  eight herbaceour plcinti o i Y ~ ~ n r ~ . ~ n .  .lnd these 
were published alongside striking. full-page photogr.~phs that sho\ved hii 
photographic skills ac \veil a, the plant.;. It \vas u.;efill pocket Inoney J I I L ~  the 
gi~rdening public \vns also being renlinded o f  (-;eorgc Forre5t and the richc'; of  the 
Chinese flora before he \\rent otl-ag'iin. 

By Augwst 19 1 1 Williams and Forrcit \\,ere di\cusing plane for Williams to filnd 
an espedition. H e  otl>red to increase Forre\t's c ~ l ~ r y  fro111 L200 .I y e ~ r  to L.j0(1 a 
year (A27.500 today) tbr three yedrc. and \va\ flt-sible over \vhere Forrest collected. 
since much \~.ould depelid o n  the political c i tu~t ion in ~ n d  around Yunnan. H e  
agreed that sets o f  herb'uium specimens 2nd the greater part o f t h e  seeds \vould be 
shared \vith the Edinburgh. Ke\v and Ilublin Botanic C;.~rdens. although there also 
seenli t o  have been .Igreement that some seeds o f  hel-baceous p l ~ n t s  should go  to 
the nursery o f  Wallace o f  Colchecter. 

All aug~ l l rd  \\:ell 2nd it i\ interesting to note the conscientio~~iness n i t h  \vhich 
both nlrll approaclled tile expedition. Willi'~rns fed Forrest \\-it11 all manner o f  
infornlat~on: the _]orrrrr~~l t!f rllc. Ko)1,1l Asi~irii Soiiet),. a copy oiWilson'i Notes and a 
iet of  700 o f  Wilson's photographi. Bretschnrider's R;)tr.i or1 Clrirrc,l;r Botarr),. and 
Wilrd's letters cotifirlning that he  h,id met n o  unto\varci trouble in Chiria.Then, for 
good nle.lsure, Williams sent Forreit a \vater-proof cover to protect hie telescope 
dnd a b o s  o f  c u t t i n g  for his garden. H o w  qu~ckl!: Forrest changed from the man 
w h o  had sonietinies felt so desolate on his second espedition.With all this attention 
and encouragement. Willians was not only rescuing Forrest's career but restoring 
his enthuii.~sm and self-esteem. 

A happy Forrest began the b,~'kground r e d i n g  and detective \\rork that rnsurecl 
that he  \vas well prepdred. Above all, he \\ranted to update hinlself on  \\hat other 
collectors had found. H e  studiedVolu~ne I o f  E.H.  Wilson's Plarrrac II i'lsorri~rr~~e. H e  
visited Vilnlorin's nursery in Paris t o  find out  \\hat Chinese plant\ they gre\\; and 
ipent three days ill the I'aris H e r b a r i ~ ~ n ~ .  lvhere he \vai thrilled to find fine s~ecie.; 
o f  rhododendronc ne\x. t o  him. C:~reti~lly he noted their localities. hoping to find 
then1 to  collect seed. H e  also ipent several days at Ke\v.' 

There  he  had the charnling idea o f  sending the nineq-four year old Sir Joseph 
I h l t o n  Hooker,  formerly 1)irector o f  Kc\\; a bloom o f  A Chinese balsam. l ~ r r ~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ r r s  
dr1'11cr)~i.- O n e  senses rh.lt Forrest valued hie l i ~ ~ k  with thii great mdn . ~ n d  felt .I huge 
respect for h im.  In Hooker'.; younger days he  hdd discovered marvellou\ 
rhododendron.; in the Sikkinl-Hini.~lap and colllpiled the cl.~s\ic seven volumec o f  
the Flor~r I!( Briri.<lr Irrdi,r. \\,it11 \vhich Forrest was f'1111iliar. Balsani5 \vere anlong i 
Hooker's L~\l\:ourite tlo\vrrs, ~ r l d  their study had become his all-conruming passion. 
After examining I n d ~ , ~ n  ba l s~ms  he nlo\,ed on  to study Chinese ones. including 4 ,. 

t ..., :.:. .:. \onle o f  Forrest's c.ollrcting.'The old m.in probably received Forrest's gift o i ~  fresh . ...- .. ... 
..i.. 

flo\ver '1 f;\\. \veek\ before lie ciied. 
Ho\vcver, tl-ouhle \\,,IS erupting in China.  With .I young boy JS Enipsror, the "l"tr ''. Forre\t's sriolld 

,on. Eric. \v~th C:lc~ncnt~~i~'c 
M.lnchu ~l)rnart). \\!,IS \ve.rk. T h e  r evo l~~ t ion .~ ry  Sun Yat-sen \va5 esiled but motllt.r. I,llorhr hi,d ,.$,, .,,, 
engineered m.lny upr l \ i ng  from , ~ b r n ~ d ,  ~ n d  o n  20 October  101 1 a Chinese ~ r , l ~ l l , ~ ~ l t .  p~,orogr,lpll \,-Ji 

I<~.puhl~c. \\-Js procl;limed. Forrest \vnc \vorrieci. H e  ft..~rcd t h ~ t  isolated Europeans t~kcn  .)tier Forre\[ t1 .d  lcir 
\\-auld bc t1ire.lte1lt.d h!. rebel troop\. but hoped that conditio~is \vould inlprove by on hiz third rxpcdirion. 



the spring. H c  suggested ~nakirlg arrangenlellts as usual. and on arrival at TenLwueh 
he would see whether to use that as his base, o r  go f ~ ~ r t h e r  north, or eve11 retreat 
illto Burnia - though he was reluctant to learn another language, either Kachin or 
Burrnese. H e  wrote to people in 7'engy~leh for the latest information atid asked 
Willi.~ms to watch the papers for news. 

We can only guess at Clelnentina's thoughts 011 all these developments. Forrest 
declined to go to Kew in Dece~nber  because she was expecting to be confined in 
the middlr or end of  that nionth, and he wished 'to be at hand'." But Clemcntina 
knew that the proposed expedition would mean that she \vould be left at honle 
~v i th  two young children for three whole years. And there was nothing she could 
do about it. 

Forrest had already prepared a detailed shopping list of  iterm to be bought before 
he left Britain (Appendis 4).'" Guns \were his lnost expensive equipment, especially 
a 12 bore double-barrelled fowling piece and a 12 bore automatic repeating 
fo\vling piece, followed by a .45 Colt repeating pistol and a 12 shot Winchester 
repeating carbine. Boots and other special clothing were costly, including an oilskin 
coat and sou'wester. Camping equipment was essential, arid he listed a canlp bed 
and stout linen, camp table and chair, a pillow and a rubber bath, a medicine chest, 
and leather cases for mule travel. For field-work he needed two axes and a 
sharpening stone, sheath knives, and lots of stationery: field notebooks, envelopes 
for seeds and lined envelopes for fonvarding seeds, and 3-5.000 labels. H e  added in 
his photographic equipnlent: reflex camera, \vide-angle lens, cases of plates and 
clie~nicals. Altogether, with his passage monies to and from Rangoon and other 
travelling expenses, he reckoned, ~neticulously, that he would need to spend 
LlO6.9s.6d before he got to Burlna. 

Forrest also sent Williams a list of the articles he would need to buy in Burnla, 
illcludi~ig two canvas tents, a ~nosquito curtain, a saddle 2nd bridle, his stores and 
al~imunition. Together with his salary and travelling allo\\lance he estimated the 
initial totdl outlay forwillianls \vould be over L3,00011 (L163,OOO today). Williams 
appears not to h ~ v e  quibbled over anything and Forrest started placing his orders. 

Forrest had c~refully drafted in longha~id, on lined foolscap paper embossed \vith 
the Royal Coat of Arnls, a legal document on the proposed expedition. He 
undertook to collect 'bulbs and seeds of plants of horticult~~ral value, and botanical 
specimens'in accessible ;)reds lying on the N.E. frontier of  Upper 13urniah I.zic.1 and 
West and N.W.Yunn~n,  exclusively for J.C. Williams. and subject to conditions of 
expenditure already agreed." H e  signed it on 4 1)ecember 191 1 and sent it to 
Willianlb, who accepted and signed the dgreemellt on 23 1)ecember. h.~\,ing sent 
Forrest his first year's salary in ad\.;lnce. 

All was set for the expedition. It was just a matter of waiting for the baby to 
arrive. John Eric Forrest was born on 7 January 1913. I3y 23 Janu.~ry Forrest 
reported that Clementina wa, 'slightly better' and he left hcr overnight \vhilst he 
met Willia~ns." O n  his return lie was pleClsed to find her 'somcwh;~t better'" 2nd in 
February he left Clementina to cope, with their fa~ililies near at hand to help. as he 
boarded S.S. ~~~ler~nbarr  bound for I\<~ngoon. 

To the new Republic 
Forrest had CIII uneventfbl jourlley to 1L1ngoo11 n11ci ~ ~ s e d  ~t to catch up \\.it11 his 
\ ~ o r k .  He wrote up specimens that W.Wrigl1t Sniith had 5r1i t  him from tlic I\BC;E. 
and notes on Inore of his photo, for the <;trrtf,*r,cr:\.' (:/rrorric.Ic. 111 onc ,~rtic.le. 
'Rhododer~drons in (:hi~i.~'. he e?cprr~sed 1115 b c l ~ r f  th.~t thc I-c;ll 'Iionie' oithc. genuc 



was in the high alpine regions on the Chino-Tibetan frontier, where many 
different cprcies \\,ere to be found."That was the area that he dearly wished to go 
to on this third expedition. His hopes of getting there had been thwarted on his 
second expedition and all would depend on the state of unrest in China. 

O n  arrival in Kangoon he war cheered on his way by d letter from Balfour bvith 
the happy news that sornc of  his orchids, srdums and sasifrages were described in 
the current h:otrs-fii~rrr rlrrs RHG Edirrbuylr, that Diels' naming of his plants would 
soon be p~~blished. and that Stewart. the propagator, was looking forward to the 
flowering of Forrest's seedlingc.At the same time, the (:on~rnivtiorler of (:ustom> in 
Tenby~~eh ,  E.B. Howell, reported poor prospects of getting i n t o h n n a n .  

When Forrest reached Bhamo, there was no definite news from Tenmurh. 
Instead he heard the most blood-curdling tales circulatir~g among the Europearls, 
though he realised they might be r i ~ n ~ o u r s  and attributed them to 'the fecundity of 
the drink-soddened Bhanlo brains'." Sensibly cautious, Forre\t c r o w d  quietly lnto 
Yunnan, prepared to escape by another route if necessary: 

China, an 'active volcano' 
When he reac11edTengqrueh. Forrest conlpared living in China to camping alongside 
an active volcano. Brutal nlurders \were rife. Since before the proclanlation of a 
ILepublic, Teng-y~teh had been in the hands of revolutionary troops, 'a band of 
undisciplined ruffians'.!- Forrest reckoned that 250 people in Tengyueh, out of a 
population of 5-6.000. had been beheaded ~vitl-rout any kind of trial, leading to such 
revulsion that Inany people favoured the restoration of the Manchus. 

Forrest had to live from nlonth to month in this perilous situation. and travel 
north to the 'honle' of the rhododendrons was i~npossible. Only four days' travel 
away, on the Tali road, the town ofYungchang-fu was practically burned down and 
nlany people killed. To make matters more con~plicated. all the silver ingot 
currency that had been in circulation during the Manchu Ilynasty was replaced by 
a ne\w republicarl dollar. The  rate of exchange was dropping and the price of food 
was rising rapidly, so Forrest had to pay his collectors and servants Inore than 
double the amount he paid then1 in 1907. During the next few months he had to 
increase their wages twice, until he \\,as forced to ask Willialns for more funds.'* 

He began work in the area around Tengyueh in early May. when sorne of his 
previous Nakhi collectors rejoined hirn from the Lichiang valley and worked as hard 
as ever for him.'" They collected freely in local areas and on to the Shweli-Salween 
Divide, with its rich, semi-tropical forert vegetation. and in less than a rnonrh Forrest 
had thiry-five plant presses going. By July his excite~nent ~nounted.  as he had fully 
nine hundred dried species in hand, many of them written up and ready for 
dispatch, including berberis. buddlejas, clematis. primulas. roses. rhododendrons. 
'three superb jasmines'and nventy to thirty epiphytic orchids. H e  was worlung hard 
to nlake the season a success, even though the British Consul in Tengyueh would 
not allow him to go filrther up countr]i. Disorder prevailed over much of the 
province. with uprisings and stories of people being tortured and burned h v e .  
Forrest hinlself did not thirst for adventure .unong such disturbances. feelirlg that he 
had already had his share in the past, and didn't 'hanker after another turn'. 

Willianls sent Forrest ne\v supplies of photographic plates, cut t ing from T]rc3 
Tirrrcvs, and a book for an 'enjoyable read': 111 Forliidrit~rr Clrirra. 77rc d'Ollorrf rrrissiorr, 
1906- 1909. Cl1i11~1-7i'l~c~r-.lInr~~oli~1, trantlated horn the French."' H e  reported that 
Forrest's pl.~nts \vere to the fore ~t the Royal International Horticulmral Exhibition 
. ~ t  C l ~ c l s ~ ~  in May 10 12. being shon-n by Bees Ltd and Wallace of Colchester. H e  



told Forrest that he was experimenting with his seeds in all three of his gardens, 
and later in the year he delighted Forrest further by thoughtfully sending 
Clementirla some bulbs. 

However, on 31 August Forrest wrote anxiously that Tencgyueh was about to be 
attacked. He n~igh t  have to leave at any Inonlent. His collection of 1,700 dried 
species of plants and nearly IOOlbs (45kg) of seed were at risk, including sonic 

undried rhodode~ldron seed from the Shweli-Salween divide.The thought of losing 
it all made him feel sick, so he was desperate to get them on  the way to Mr  Willianlc 
as soon as possible. (Willi~tns had agreed to send the specimens and a portion 
the seeds on to the RBC;E.) Forrest planned to risk s e n d i ~ ~ g  eight cases 
specimens and seeds down to Bhanlo, with C:liinese wrappings to disguise then, as 
Chinese exports. Moreover, he asked Balfour to tell only one of his staff 
(W.W. Smith) of  this potential trouble, and Mr  Sniith was not to tell even his wife, 
for fear that news would reach Cletnentina and cause her extra ansiety." 

Forrest's export plan hiled; the road to Bhamo was blocked, so the cases could 
not be sent along that road. Conditions in Ten~yueeh deteriorated, Forrest could not 
go out collecting, and the British Concul refitced to take any further responsibility 
for him or  his collections. The  only option was for Forrest to take his eight cases 
of specinlens and seeds with him ;i11d escape over the mountains to  Myitkyina in 
Burma. He later summarised the journey as, 'Jungle fr ightf~~l .  Y days out of the 
twelve, heavy tropical rains, several places had to build bridges'." 

H e  left T e n g u e h  in torrents of  rain on the morning of  4 September, taking with 
him solne of his collectors, on the offchance that they tilight all return later. He had 
twelve ~nules carrying his 'kit of tents, etc.' and thirty coolies. But the mules \vere 
'~~nderfed.  undersized creatures' and the coolies were 'opium smokers to '1 man!' He 
gave the coolies one tent. and described the sight on peeping illside: ' l loor closed, 
40 pipes going, and an atmosphere one could h ~ v e  sectioned with a n~icrotorne'. 
To\vards the sunlmit of the pass two bearers broke do\vn in the cold and wet, t\vo 
deserted. and he had to replace the111 \vith local Lissoo people. Forrest walked and 
adnlitted to Willian~s that he kept the 'gang'on the move by sheer force of will and 
'a displ;~y of language which ~stonished even ~nycelf'. 

To nuke matters Inore dificult, Forrect h.ld promised to take a petrified C:ustoms 
n u n  and his wife. Mr  and Mrs [Loss, \vith l i in~  to safety together with their t\vo 
staff, a wife and three youngsters. They wrre reli.~nt o n  Forrest's tents and 
equipn~ent and part of his ctorrs. Koss rode a mule nnd his wife hnd a sedan chair 
and four bearers.Tl1ey did  tot know the dialect, so Forrest translatrd for them. 

Conditions Lvere terrible:'Kcair~ pourcd in solid sheets, the valleys were tilled. and 
the tnountai~~r swathed in h e ~ v y  nlists ; I I I ~  the streams cotiti~~lt.rlly row'. I t  was a 
niiserable jour~~r) ; .  with 111~1les falling. lo;tds slipping. n ~ ~ d  five Inrge mountai~l 
streanls to crc>cs.The mules wrre to\ved or swam acre\\ the \L8ater. :liter their loads 
were taken off their backs and  carried over sep.~r,lrely. 111 pl.lcec Forrest had to 
conlmandeer l o c ~ l  Kachin people to build ba~nboo  bridge, padded \\.it11 grxs i~nd 
foliage to prevent clipping. The bridges trenlbled ac they crossed ri\:crs oi'boiling. 
beer-coloured foatn' and  one, which Forrest w;~e the I,l\t to u\e, brcnmc '~ l~no\ t  
sub~~ierged.  and a few n l i ~ ~ u t e s  later ~ v ~ s  w,~\hecl d\vay (I'l;lte 70). 

Atier f i \ ~  nights in dripping tellts and conked brdciing it \VJ\ .I relief to rta.lzh the 
frontier, with it5 t i ~ t  garrison and offic~al rest house. T l ~ e y  h.ld .I d.ly'c rtbst brfc)re 
the three day journey tc) Myitky~n;~.  the rnil-he.~d in U ~ F L Y  13urn1.1Ii. ; I I I ~  t l ~ e  civil 
oficer lieliographed (or J strong guard to efcort t l ~ e m  \ . ~ ~ l y . T l ~ c y  crosst-d the 700 
yard (hlOm) wide Irr.~\v.~cidy ri\.er 111 a hiS ~ ~ L I I . I I I C \ C  dug-out C.IIIOC.. Forrest's 
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ongoing hiendship and support. Forrert was so grateful that he ncked Willia111s for 
seed of English garden flowers to distribute to ~nibcionaries w.tru I~elped hiln. He 
suggested a long list, froni laburnum, lilac and broom to cia11li.1~ :~nd delpl~iniums, 

and hollyhocks, as well as good vegetables. He also 11an1ed 2 fine new specie5 
after Mrs Kosie Hanna, Rhododcrrdrorr roxicarrrrrrr. writing in his dcdirdtion, ' I  take 
this opportunity of ackno\vledging my indebtednecs for kind hospit~lit): to Mr and 
Mrs Hanna, ofTalifu, by dedicating this plant to the latter' (Pl'1te 81).The Haun.1~' 
hospitality was to continue to be a boon. I t  i5 notable that wheri Forrest had three 
childrerl, and was on his fourth expedition. M r  and Mrs Hanna \\.iitnestrd his \vill 
on 9 May 1918 at the C.I.M.Talifu. 

In 1913. it was a happy move for Forrest to settle h r  the collecting season into 
Snow Mour~tain Village. nine miles (1Skm) north of Lichiarlg, where most of his 
collectors lived. It was a chdnge from camping and he got to kno\v hir collectors 
and their families as friends and neighbours. While an 'exile' from hir o\vn home 
and country, he was happier living in that Nakhi cotnmur~ity than anywhere else 
in Burma or  China. When he returned there in 1914, the elders o f the  village came 
out to nleet him and he received many gifts of pork, chickens, eggs, vegetables and 
delicious honey in the comb. 111 the village he taught solne people English and \vas 
synlpathetic when vill;~gers were sick. H e  kept a stock of quinine and when malaria 
was prevalent in 1914 he had alniost tu-o dozen patients on his list. A touching, 
undated letter fro111 'Yung' sho\ved appreciation of his medical help: 'Dear Mr  
Forrest, Many tllanks your medicines my son's red eyes is getting better'. and he 
asked for another dose.'" 

O n  another occasion, when Forrest heard that Lao Chao's father was seriously ill 
and dying in Snow Mountain Village, he immediately wrote to Te~igy-~~eh to tell 
Lao Chaoi  brother, Lao Si, so that he could return home, and sent nvo rnen to 
relieve him in Tengyueh. However, it later emerged that Lao Si had returned 
already, before pernlission had been given. and \vhen Forrest found out and the 
man lied to him. and had few seeds as evidence of  work done. Forrest pronlptly 
discharged h in~ .There  is a Scottish saying.'Better meddle with the de\d than the 
bairns of Falkirk', and it applied uncannily to Forrest. No-one could lness around 
with him. His strate-gy depended on the trustw-orthiness of his collectors and he 
would brook no laziness o r  deceit. He was strict and decisive. open and straight. 
and every one knew where they stood. 

If his collectors d ~ d  not bring in sonle particular seed that Willianis wanted, 
Forrest simply sent out another search party. H e  sent two men all the way to 
Tengueh  to collect seed of Rlrndodcrrdri~rr jlr!firrcrrt~l, keeping back half their wages 
until he had the seed and specimens to hand. In another case, men just back from 
the Lichiang Kange had secured only a few capsules of Priri~ltlo drylld!fi)/io. saying 
there was eighteen inches (45~111) of SIIO\\~. 'Sno\v or no sno\tJ. I must have it,' W ~ S  

the reply, and Forrest sent off two more men (Plate 87). H e  did not shirk from 
collecting in sno\\?; conditions on  the range himself. camping at 12.OOOft. (3.600111) 
with Ilea? frost at night and several snowfalls. so his Inen could hardly refuse him. 
Such is thc wrork of 3 collector. 

O n e  big advantage of  Forrest living in S n o \ ~  Mountain Village was the rapport 
that he built up \vith his collectors. By living and working in close contact with his 
men, they could readily discuss ~ l a n s  and gi\:e feedback to one another. When a 
party of Inen set off. Forrest showed then1 a sketch map or demor~strated salllples 
of dried specirne~ls fro111 which he wanted seed.Whell they returned to the village 
weeks later. Ile sorted their h ~ u l  and directed the drying of seeds in his court)i7rd. 
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Ho\vt.vcr. In N o v e n ~ b r r  1013. Forrrst l l ~ d  o11c c.i\.eat: "Nothin< will c3ver 
compenc,lte me for the cepar ,~t io~i  born my \vifc .ind children! Nothing! But  don't 
t l i i~ik 1 gramblt. In s.~ying so .  What nerds bc lnu\t hr!" 
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Approaching Tali on 8 Ilecember,  Forrest feared the worst.There was ~1111fi~e ;Ind 
people fleeing for safety from the city gates told him that the garrison of three 
regiments had nlutinied that nlorning. Learning that foreigners \yere not bring 
~nolested. Forrest entered the north gate and went i m ~ n e d i ~ t e l y  to the China Inland 
Mission where he found Hanna tending the wounded. T h e  mission chapel and 
school-house became temporary hospitals filled with the wounded and dying. Hannn 
carried out  surgery and Forrest nursed the wounded.They were thankful that only 
three patients in their care cted.T\vo weeks o f  terror reigned inTali and no-one dared 
go on  the streets. W h e n  troops rescued the city from the rebels. the burned body of 
the leader was exposed to public view and Forrest took a photogmph. Grueso111e 
executions continued, but the affairs o f  the city settled down." Strained, but very 
thankful to be alive, Forrest and the Hannas spent Christnlas together. Their 
experience, in the words o f  Forrest, had been ' too narrow a squeak to joke of'. 
Reflecting on  the help and kindness shown him by M r  Hanna throughout the past 
year, Forrest suggested that perhaps Williams might give a snlall donation towards the 
building o f  their new chapel, which he  was very pleased to do. 

T h e  country was in intermittent turmoil  and. only six ~ n o n t h s  later. Forrest heard 
o f  the ~ n u r d e r  o f  his collector h iend.  I-'$re Monbeig,  at Litang. Ho~vever ,  once the 
mutiny at Tali had been quelled, Forrest and his caravan continued safely on to 
Tengyueh in January 19 14. Forrest had a delayed reaction to  the traumas ofT;lli but, 
after some rest, he continued on  to  Bhamo t o  dispatch the collections and procure 
more stores for the  coming season (Plate 85). 

Forrest and his men  gathered a bumper  harvest in 1013; in the eyes o f  Halfour 
and Williams, he  had established himself as a plant collector o f  exceptional qualities. 
H e  had survived two  uprisings unscathed and made the best o f  the peaceful times. 
H e  had organised niore nlen as collectors and distributed them to work over a 
larger area than ever before. Balfour gave hi111 fulsonle praise. 

Forrest's collection is, like ' ~ l l  hi\ previous ones, magnificcl~t. He is undoubtedly thc 
prlnce of collectors. No-one approaches I I I I ~ ,  alike for the csccllence of the specimen\, 
number of specinlens, proper selection of formc, and notes upon h~bitat .  There arc 111 

this collection naturally many plants which lie hac obta~ned in previo~~s ye'irs, but thcrc 
are also niany new ones." 

Buoyed by a new patron and new hunting grounds, a renascellt Forrest was J l~dt-'py 
man f~~lf i l l ing  his potential. Bu t  what o f  Forrest's relntionchip with other plant 
hunters w h o  calne on  the scene! 

Friends or rivals? 
Forrest's work satisfied deep yearnings. At the end o f  1013 lie admitted 

I have nlway~ thc il~tcns' longing to get Into n n  r~itlrely nc\v nl-ea; .I \art of ncu. lvorltl 
where everything \VJ\ nc\\- . . .  to h.ivc such an opportulilt!. '1, had I)t.l.iv,iy or 
IAugu,tine] Henry "' 

In the ~nounta ins  o f Y ~ ~ n n n n ,  where 1)elnvay had been. the t lor;~ was so rich that 
Forrest was still finding ne\v plants, and he  believed there were 111orc. t o  dircover 
o n  the  next  nlountain o r  the  next.  Ho\vever. with hic a ~ n b i t i o n  dlld 
conipetitiveness. it was natural for him to vie\$! one  more  pl.111t hunter ns one rival 
too many. As he raid, 'Even the vcriect ~iovice  might f ~ l l  o n  comething good'. 
leaving fewer undiscovered treasures for hi111 to find. 

N o  other British plant hunter h ;~d  \vorkt.d in 1lorth-\vcstY111111~111 during Forrt.st\ 
fint two exptditions, but by 1912 that h.id c l ~ ~ n ~ e d  . i~id Fo~.rc.\t fo1111~1 ~t linrd to 
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ccrt~ficdte of Kok; 
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concerll over loc.ll iompetltloli fix pl,lnt\ .I+ W,lrd \\cllt 11o1tl1 ro\\.rrd\ Atu l~ t r~ .  " 
U.ilfo~l~ \<.I\ \ (r  ~ m p ~ c \ w d  by For~c\t'\ "lrlny' of collector\ 111 10 1.3 tIi.lt Ilt. \v,ir~led 

olle potc~ltlal 'po.lcher', I<egl~l~lld F , l r ~ c ~ .  81gc11n\t golng toY~11lna11 'Yilrln,ln I \  \nrpt 

up' \Y.I\ U'~lfOi~r\ \ ' I V I ~  plilcl\c'. ~ e ~ o r t ~ r i g  tl1.1t Forrrrt \\,IS no\v \v\rc~ni,lt~r.illy 
\ c o u r ~ ~ ~ g  t11~1t rich .1re.1 tvlr11 ,111 nrmy of  \o111c 11undrt.d collector\, '111d polntlng o i ~ t  
t h ~ t  W.lrd war dl\(> c c ~ l l e c t ~ ~ ~ ~  further north, \vlth A t t ~ ~ ~ t z c  .I\ I I I \  ~ J F C  As all the 
tralned collectorc in the region were l~kely to  he employed by Form1 or  W.lrd. 
Balfour t110~1gIlt Farrcr \vould l l ~ v e  to tram 111% ow11 ~f Ile were to venture Into 
that arrd o f  C h l n ~  " F m e r  \&elit t o  North C:hlnC1 ~ ~ l \ t e . ~ d .  

AF 1013 progresed, Forre\t st111 kept a safety net of were[-y W h e r ~  he 5cnt 
Wll11~1rnc a Il\t of I11c d~scovet~e\ ,  ht. ended with the In\tl L I C ~ I O I I \ ,  'Keep 'III thi\ for 
your\elf c~lone at pretellt. I h ~ v e  110 de\irc for the .lppe,lmnce of poacher\ on niy 
pwscr\w'. how eve^, a\ Forresti confidr~lce grew lle re.~l~\ed t h ~ t  other p~ofes\~on,ll 
European collector\ \\ould 11ot nece\\ar~ly \poll Ill\ \ ~ ~ c c e ~ \ . T I i c *  t l o r ~  of the rrglon 
\eemeei '<llmo\t ~nexhauct~ble', ~ 1 1 d  111' recko~led tlinr eve11 ,iftrr ten y e m  I I I Y ~ I I I I I ~ I I .  
thr u7ol.k would be f.lr fi-om filil~hed. It w,l\ ju\t  .I\ \\ell, bccnu\c ,I <;erm.ln bota~i~tr  
\%a\, In BG~lfour'\ word\, 'on tht. w.lrp.1t11' 

I n  Llcr, t h ~ \  (;t.r111'111 ~ll;lde J d e l ~ ~ , ~ t c '  appr0.1~11 tl~.lt C O L I ~ ~  110t I I JV~ .  been llcttrr 
cnlcul~ted to get the br \ t  ~ L I C  of Forre\t. 111 Fcbru.~~y I0 I-+  Fol r c ~ t  ~rc.el\t.d .I 111oct 
courtcou\ letter k o ~ n  (:'tmillo Sch~lc~der, '" \vho \\ .I\  rol ler t~ng ill C:hllla \ \ ~ t h  '111 

Au\rn.ln b o t a ~ l ~ \ t ,  I)r Handcl-M.rzzctt~ The) pl,1n11c.d tcr ct)nle to L I C I I I . I I ~ ~ ~ L I  ldtrl' 
in thc yc.u-, ~ f t c r  t r ~ \ e l l ~ l ~ g  ~ I ~ ~ O L I ~ ~ ~ Y U ~ ~ I I I I ~ ~ ,  .111d \ C  I I I I C I ~ L ~ ~  c11c1111rcci .lftc~ Forrc\ti 
~ I ~ ~ C I I ~ I O I I \ .  \t*~l\lt~\.eI\ \ I I ~ ~ C \ ~ I I I ~  tl1.1t For~t ' \ t  \110~11d tell 111111. ~f l t  \\oi11d be ' b ~ t t c r  
I do~l ' t  colllcb t c ~  L~cI i~ .u~gf i~ '  A Icrtc~ fi.0111 \ t h n c ~ d c r  111 M.1) ronfir~llcri t h ~ t  they 

auld LII I lve at  L~ch~,u lgf i~  111 Jul!: 
W-13 ~t A C O I I ~ C I ~ ~ . I I ~ C ~  t h ~ t  F ~ r r e \ t  111,idt. .I JOilrI11') to Y U I I ~ I I I I I ~  hc'tilrc the vl\lt(]r\ 

redched t11c.1-e: <:ertrn~lly lie p . i ~ ~ ~ c l \ c d  tli.~t \~1111eiJer . I I I ~  H~~~dcl-M.izzct t l  111lgllt 



.11w d~\~o\ . c r  t \ \o  pr~ll~ul.r\ t h ~ t  I I L ~  11.1d ~ O L I I J L I  ' I  l ~ h r  In \ L ~ I I - I ~ I L ~ ~ J . ~  t~.lcl\'. . I I I ~  1 , ~ .  
,~\kcd I3.1lli1ur ttr puhh\ l~ clulzl\l\ ,1111 ~ r c u  tin& O i  Ill\ l'Jl.3 ctjllc~trol~\ 13.11tou1 
c- r~~l lc l  rec I I O  rc,asr>n fc>~ Fcs~rc\t tr, ~ . U I I L  11c \\lc)tc t o  \% llll.rnl\. ' I  t h rnL  Forrcv 

rhoulJ I I ~ \ \  I ~ T ~ ~ I I ~ V L .  th,it 111, pc~*ltlo11 ,t\ .111 c' \plo~~.r rritlic \zgct.ltion uFW'~'\trrr~ 

('li111.1 IS c \ t .~hl~\ l i~*d t;)r ,111 ~ I I I I ~  011 t l ~ c  pl,lnt. ctl' HCIIII.  For tunc. I>~~.II , I ) .  W ~ l \ a u .  
rn Ii,lnir: thC ~ I . I I I ~ \  " I-'orrc\r'\ ~cpllt,ltlOH 111d 110t I ~ C P ~ I I ~  OII I I L I I I I ~ C ~ I \  O ~ I I C ' \ S  }31.11it\ 

nlollc. "iu~yl\ '. \\.rote Il.llti~ur,'Fnrrc\t IICL.L~ not \\clrr \ 111% ~trt11 o \ s r  t l i~ t ' '  

I3.1lti)ur \\,I\ m.t.1 I o o L r ~ i ~  rlic t;,rc,r o i  FOI rc.\t's . ~ I I I ~ I I ~ I C ~ I I .  Ft)r~r\[ O I I C ~  . ici~i~~ttcd 

tli .~t, ' l~i the L O I I I ~ . I , ~  of t h c  1lc11~i 1(1itlicY.lngtzr] ~ l o r i ~  rhrre 15 norL \ l l t I i~~en t  for 
111~11) \c.~rk iol \v\~.I.II Cch~it.~Jc~r\.  W.trd\ JIIJ Forrc\tr', bur citrc~n.llly dr)c.\ nut  
'Ill\ .I> t)\LLrc OIllL~ g11t 1c~.lc-tloll. 

Whcrr Sthn<.rdcr . I I I ~  Ii.~rlrlcl-M.17zctti . I I -~I \ .c 'L~ .lt CIIC  ~ ' c I I c ~ c o * ~ . ~ ~  hill\\~c)ti 11t 

LI( Ir~,lngfi~, i 01 ic\t li,ld ri11111~r \\ ~ r h  tl1c.111 .uid .IC tcd $1, 111te1 ill-thter o i t l ~ v  IOZ~II  dldczr 

f '11~1111~111g1\, too. ,I ~ \ - I I I O I I ~ ~ I  o l ~ l  1>.111\. hlotlgllt FOI I C \ ~  ,IIIC~ S~I111e1der ~ o ~ ~ ~ r l i ~ ~ ~  111 ,I 

~ r n ~ 1 1  cr.lc.lrlr>riy, \\IIL.II t11c.i hotli \iyrcd 11r.t hli t h  cc.rt~ti~.ir~. o n  2 0  Jul\ I'll4 The 
Ilttl~. ~ 1 1 1 ,  t l \ jc ~.\ ,~ILJL=~IIIL..  \\,I\ t h ~ .  I ~ . I L I ~ ~ I ~ S I  oil11\ IIII\\IL~II.I~! i l . i e ~ ~ ~ j , A r ~ ~  K d ,  .11111 
horri 011 21 j.11111.11 t 10 14. 40cl11 ~ t t ~ ' r  ~111' Ill~ltlrl\ 111 TIdl' (1'1.11~ S h ) .  

A f c ~  t11c11 nicctlllg In 1 1rJlt.11l~. F I I I  l c l r  rc~11~r'ti t11.11 t l lerc~ \1\1tor\ \\err e.lgtTr ttl 

Ic.,lrli  bout tlic. I r , c . ~ l  rlioillit.rlll t1o1.1, tir4r nl.1dC t.~nlcx~r b\ the ~ ~ > l l c c t ~ o ~ r \  [rt  
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T h e  ~lational mood  in Britain near the start of hostilities is caught in a letter from 
Prain, Director o f  Ke\v, t o  Balfour: 

Our o\vtr anxiety is keen. but nly wife bears up wo~iderf~llly . . .  As for the boy 
himself.. .he is probably happier in the trenches than I am out of them.. . Where is your 
son? Is he also among the fortunate ones who are at the fi-ont?' 

(He  did indeed enlist wit11 the 14th Battalion o f  the Royal Scots.) 
By Noventber 1914 a conflict that had confidently been expected to  be over by 

Christnlas seenied set to last longer. For their o w n  sanity, those at home 1leeded 
something else to  think about,  and J.C. Wil l ian~s  wrote:  

It is hard to get away from the one subject for long. but it is certainly better to try to ... 
My sister's son went down ill the iLlfl11ri1i14~. . . all our 4 boys are in it somewhere.. .' 

Many, like Williams, sought solace in gardening. 

Seeds o f  joy 
As the war continued, Williams' distribution o f  Forrest's seeds and specimens in 
spring 1915 brought particular pleasure t o  the Botanic Gardens o f  Edinburgh, 
Ilublin and Kew. At Edinburgh B ~ l f o u r  was so pleased with the seed germination 
that he foresaw a 'superabund;mce' o f  plants.They agreed that ally surplus should 
be sent to a nurseryman, Wallace o f  Colchester. Ualfour also thanked Willian~s for 
the gift o f  Prirnlrla sirlolisr[~ri: 

onc of the conling garden plants. Already at Witley thev helve hnd s o l ~ ~ e  beautiful results 
from crotring with it ... If Forrest had done nothing elte but introduce 
/? r~lnlon~idc,~. . .'id I? sinolisfc,ri ... his nrtlle would have been enrolled on the scroll of 
leading benefactors to Horticulture.' 

Willianis agreed that P rwolacc~idc~s was 'an unceasing delight' and cvrote that the 
success o f  the seeds was because Forrest 'is an old hand at the business . . .  I have 
learnt to look at h o m e  for the fault if his stuff Gils.' 

EW.Moore, Director o f  Glasnevin Botanic Garden, 11~11din also thanked Williams 
'for the wonde~fu l  collection o f  seeds f r o n ~  Forrest' and pnid this remarkable 
trihute:'Forrest has been a wonderful man,  and has done  much,  and suKered much. 
in introducing sollle o f  these fine new plal~ts. His n.lme will certainly now live for 
ever in gardens.'' 1)oes the tone o f  thit accolade reflect its wartime bclckground? It 
sounds like all epitaph, but happily, at the t ime it \%,as writ ten,  Forrest was alive 
(although weakened by 'flu) and \vas being \velcolned back to the Edinburgh 
Garden. Everyone wislied to  hear 3boi1t 111s Idtert a d v e ~ ~ t u r e  . I I I ~  \\lli.~t he had 
f o u ~ ~ d .  'Forrest wag here . .  . yesterd~); being pumped.  We are f;lr from knowi~ lg  all 
we w m t  from him, but in time \\.ill get all we can', wrote Bc~lfour to I'r.~in.- 

B:ilfour had the double deligl-rt o i  receiving dried pl.lnts .IS well as seeds. On 
'Spring Holiday' 19 15 in Edinburgh, he  tasaminrd the nt.\I8 treasure, eagerly 
dnticipating what it  night yield. H c  tent a f i ~ ~ r  s e r i c  oi twenty-two .\~lrr~)rlol)si.i 
specimens to  I'ri~in to study ~t Kew. and c o m ~ n e n t e d  t11.1t they u.ere .dl 'of the 
charnctcrictic Forrcsti;~n \tandard'. 'Therc wCi'i a \ v ~ n d c r f i ~ l  l o t  of g ~ o d  things.'lle:lp~ 
o f  seed' 211d 'I pIe.isL~nt prospect o f  t l ~ w c r s .  Forrfit Il.id g ~ t  ; ~ t  1e;lst o ~ l c  plant that 
\vas new m d ,  .IS U d l f o ~ ~ r  oh5rrved, ' I l l  n o  plnce nlol-e tI1.1n In plant collecting does 
the appetite grow!"' 

Propagation or patriotism? 
In Edinburgh. tht* grrmi11.ltio11 of  Forrc\t'c secdc t i ~ ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ d c c l  I.~rgcly or) rhv skill of 
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trairled by Stewart and discharged from the arnly, had r e t ~ l r ~ ~ e d  to the (;ardrll.". 
Balfour did not  expect t o  be able to  get anyone better. but ;tdmirted to  Elwes tIldt 
'Now.  ..there is nobody except Mr. Harrour Ithe experienced C:urator, roo old tor 
niilitary service] w h o  knows anything about o u r  plantc."' 

.'joon Balfour suffered a more grievous loss. His own  son, a lw l ia~ned Isaac IJ.lyley 
Balfour, was killed in action at C;allipoli on  28 June191 5." I'oignaltly, Elwer' next 
letter (on 1 3  July) was addressed to  Balfour'i I)eputy. W. W. Sn~ i th :  ' I  am writing to 
you as I d o  not  like to bother poor  Balfo~u- in his distress'. Smith irnr~~ediately 
fo~urarded it t o  Balfoour, \vho replied: 'My dear Elures, Thank you for your 
consideration. Work is not  a conqueror at such times but it is an anodyne.""The 
following spring Balfour found consolation in seeing Prirnltln rirrt~p~rr~,lrnn 'serlding 
up bravely its glorious trustes"" (Plate 93).  

H o w  did the war at'fect Forrest himselt? Throughout 11iost of  it he was over the 
age o f  conscription but. in 1918, even fifty-year-olds were called up. Forrest \\raj 
then forty-five and expressed hilnself 'perfectly willing to serve' although. having 
had blackwater fever, lie regarded hiniself as unable to  withctand any long service 
ill a hot clinlate." H e  learned from the British Consul at Tengyueh in June that his 
registration papers were on  their way but, before arrange~nents \vere coniplete, the 
war elided. Unlike the younger n ~ e ~ ~ . W a r d ,  Farrer 2nd Cooper. w h o  also undertook 
plant collecting for Bulley, Forrest was fortunate in not having his work interrupted 
by any form o f  war service. Sonie o f  his cpecimens were lost ~vher i  the (:it)> t!f 

Adc~loidc was sunk off the coast o f  Sicily by enemy action o n  11 August 1918. but 
he had wisely kept duplicates in reserve. I t  was nothing to  compare with 
Clenielltina's brother, Charles, being gassed ;kt Gallipoli. o r  the death o f  t \ ~ - o  of  
J.C. Willianis' sons. and o n  Boxing Day 191 8 I'rain wrote to Balfour: 'Alas! For us. 
as for you, what reniains o f  life will be ~na rked  by that unfilled blank which causes 
a constant heartache.' 

Forming the Syndicate 
T h e  mountairis ofYunnan continued to b e c k o ~ ~  Forrest. 'I hope to  go  out  again as 
so011 as this wretched war is ... settled'. he Lvrote to his kllo\v plant collector, 
E.H.Wilson, on  14 June 1915." But he  needed financial b3cking.A few weeks later 
Forrest addressed the Itoyal Horticultural Society (RHS)  in London on  the tlora 
of  North-WesternY~unnan. H e  began by telling his audience that its flora ic 'one o f  
the richest in the world, and the most likely to  supply us \vith sardenirlg novelties 
for nlany years to  come'.  T h e  close o f  his lecture was a clarion call: 'Much o f  the 
provi~lce is yet unexplored . . .  a great harvest awaits the first in the field, a 
harvest.. .which. .  .will astollis11 us."' 

His call struck ,i chord in Elwes. w h o  k~ ie \v  the thrill o f  hunting for plants and 
;~ninl.lls in distant lands. El\ves had followed in Hooker's footsteps and collected 
birds, buttertlies and ferns in Sikkim before Forrest was born. No\v he took the 
initiative in rallying support  for Forrest. nieeting hint to find out  n:liether he \vas 
\villing to collect for a syndicate o f  \vealtliy gardeners. and \vhat it \\~ould cost. 

Dy June 191 h El\ver \v.~c c011t3ctillg liis frielicis ill an attenipt to raise the money 
J.C. Williams told El\\fes that he  wac 'very glad indeed for Forrest'c sake that there 
is a chance of work for h i n ~ '  a l ~ d  oft>red to contribute L 3 5 0  .\ year fbr two years, 
o n  condi t io~i  that lie got all the rl iododendrol~ seeds and specinlens and had 110 

involveme~it \ v l i ~ t s o ~ v e r  \lit11 any other aspect o f  the expedition. H e  also urged 
that Forrest should go \\,here lie could make use of  his trained nier~.  w h o  'double 
hic \,slue '1s .I \vorker'.'< Withill J ce\v \veeks El\ves had prol~iises o f k l 0 U  a year 



fro111 the l luke of Bedford. Sir John Llewellyn of  I'enllergaer. Swansea and 
Col. Stephenson Clarke of Borde Hill, Sussex. Gerald Loder (who became 
Baron Wdcehurst, whose garden is now managed by Kew) pronlised A50 per year 
and Elwes himself gave A100 a year for two years 'wliich is as niuch as I ougIlt to 
spend'. H e  was delighted that 'a new man called Cory' was willing to give 50 a 
year and he also hoped to secure backing from the RHS. 

These ie\,en gentlemen were part of the horticultural elite of the day. All were 
from the South of England orWales (Plate C)S).All but two were offered the coveted 
VMH 'it some stage of their careers.The oldest of  the group, Lle\vellyn, now aged 
eighty, had chaired R H S  Pri~i i i~la  Conferences in both 1885 and 1913. Reginald 
Cory and Stephenson Clarke were to be amongst Forrest's lllost i~nportant 
sponsor" 

Cory, a director of coll~ery, shipping and oil firms. was a cultured and generous 
man who had extended and renlodelled the gardens at his family seat of IIufiyn 
near Cardiff (I'late 06). Assisted by the editor of the Cordcriers' Cl~rorr i r lc ,  he had 
recorded the Royal International Horticultural Exhibition of  1012, that had been 
housed in what was then the largest tent ever erected. Cory had impressed El\ves 
by 'buying plants at fabulous prices'at an R H S  sale in aid of tlie Red  Cross,'where 
lie niust have spent near Ll ,000 [equivalent to A34.000 today]'." 

Stephenson Clarke had much in colnnlon with Elwes. Both men had been army 
oficers with sons who fought in the Great War. Both had hunted big g;uiie.They 
\!?ere farmers, and both were fine all-round naturalists with specialist knowledge of 
trees and birds. In the 1920s Elwes beca~iie President and ClarkeVice-President of 
tlie British Or~iithologists' Union. 

Four of the seven sponsors were ~ n e ~ n b e r s  of  tlie recently formed Rhododendron 
Society.The popularity of tlie genus was increasing as new Chinese species were 
introduced by Wilson. Forrest, Ward and Farrer, ~ n d  tlie new Society provided a 
Forum for exchanging plants and seeds and disseminating ideas on propagation.Tlie 
founding members of the I<hododendron Society were J.C. Willia~ns (Cliairnlnn) 
and his cousin, P.D. Willianis of  Lanarth, Charles Eley of  East Be~gholt (Secretary) 
and J.G. Millais of  C o ~ n p t o n  Bro\v. H o r s h a ~ ~ i  (son of  the distinguished 
Pre-Raphaelite painter). Menibership, by invitati011 only, was soon extended to 
Stephenson Clarke, Llewellyn and Loder. 

Millais never sponsored Forrest, but was one of his Inclny correspondenti. He was 
keen on birds (;i~id ihooting) 35 well as rhododendrons. H e  was also adept at 
spotting gaps in the 1iterature.A~ a boy, he had realised the need for books on ducks, 
and his volumes 011 British surF:ice-feeding ducks (1002) and diving ducks (1913). 
ill~istrated by Thorburn and others, becanle c1nssic.s. NOW lie SJM. that there was no 
book on  the new rliododendrons, so he planned to write one and asked Forrest for 
his help. 

At the end ofJune 101 h, El\ves still needed to secure the RHS's contributioll to 
the syndicate and he \v,intcd 13alfour 'to Other the sche~ne '  nnd nJme the dried 
\peci~ncns. H e  \VJS c ~ ~ i c e r ~ ~ e d  . ~ t  Forrest's ternis. 'If hc sticks to LI ,000 .I year for 
salary and expenses + ,@50 for outfit and pass:lge o ~ ~ t .  \vliich is what he t.~ll\ed of 
when I saw him. I fear it  will not c.onie off-at 311'.'Telling Balk~ur that 'Scotchmt~n 
[ s i c ]  are niuch better at driving hard bargain? th.in \\re  re', El\ves asked the Rcgius 
Keeper to 'see w h ~ t  [Fsrrestl rcally will go for'."' He \\:antc~i to k~io\v quickly at 
the Athen~ei11i1. 

l3alfour replied t h ~ t  he would bc very 1i.lppy for the I<11(;E to n.ime the pldnts. 
saying that 'We have the finest West C:hina collrctio~i ill the* \\;orld .lnd . . .  S111ith 



EXPEDITION 1 & 2 

EXPEDITION 5 

EXPEDITION 3 
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~ n d  C:raib kno\\- nlore about thete Chinese plarlt< than myone  elce in the country'. Plate ')j.The distribution 
I3ut lie refuted to  bc drawn into negotiating with Forrest. H e  ob\erved that the o f ~ ~ ~ n ~ ~ r s  ofGt"-WF 

syndic-ate gave Forrest n o  promisr o f  f l ture  work, nnd ~ d v i s e d  Elwes t h . ~  'Forrest espeditiont. 'Or 
'itrerent 

h a v i ~ ~ g  given you his terms. you \vill find it ditficult t o  get him to look at less. If 
you gi\.e him them,  h r  \\.ill slave for you. If lie be pinched, it soon becollles a 
griev.~~lce'.'- Balfol~r 31~0  pointed out the i m p o r t ~ n c e  of  agreeing in advance the 
ownership o f  le t ten  . I I I ~  p110togr.lphs. 

Elwes h .~d the rdr o f  I)r Keeble. 1)irector o f  the ILHS Gardens ~t Wisley, \vho WAS 

kcrn t h ~ t  the I<t iS  \houlJ t.lke part. C)n 1 August, Keeblz secured the 1kHS 
C:ouncil's .Ipreen1cnt to  contribute A;230 .I ye.~r.The I<HS \\.:IS also to rt'presrtlt the 
s y ~ l d i ~ ~ ~ t c  it1 C ' O ~ ~ ~ S ~ O I I C ~ C I I ~ C  .111d ~iihtributr Forrest's seecis.-" Sir Harrv Veitch. 



Mare 96.'Duffiqm', the 1101ne of Reginald Cory, who sponsored four af Forrest's ex~nct i t io~.  
Forres was invited to visit Coty in Decenlber 1920, but was unable ta do so before Ieaving 
for h i  fihh expedition.Th view of the hause was pflinwd by Edith Helena Adk in 192213. 





settle where Forrest would g o  and repeated all eclrlier request t o  Dalfour to advise 
him o n  the matter, referring to 'an excellent rnap by Major llavies' (Plate 27). 

Halfour advised Elwes to  let Forrest clioose \vhere to go: 

He has been over more grour~d in the extreme \vest of Chin1 than anyone else ... he is 
tufficiently jealous of his work and rcput~tion to select a pro~nising area and you \vil] 
he well advised ... to let him have his way. He has always been a free lance and you'll 
get little out of hirn if you try to prescribe particular areas to hini."' 

Behind the scenes, Balfour confided to Willianls that 'knowing Forrest as I do, you 
will agree 1 an1 \vise in declining to  give any advice. Forrest needs a loose reill', to 
which Williams replied'lf they really want to  get the best out  o f  [him], they should 
ride liirn o n  a snafle and not  a curb'." 

O n  10 September Elwes wrote  to  Balfour that he  feared 'the Forrest 
arrangement' would break down.  Forrest refused to  divulge his plans until the 
agreement was signed. 

This means that we are to bind ourselves to find A2.500 for a journey of which the 
plans dre to be arranged entirely by him. I .im writing to tell hini that I for one shall 
withdrdw if lie adheres to this . . . I t  is quite a new idea to me that a rnan should demand 

1,500 irl advance for a journey of [\vhose] plane. . . we are to remain ignor~nt.  1)ot.s 
lie really \vant to go or not? G .  Loder seemed to think IForrestb] \vice was against it. 

What do you think? 

Again Elwes was keen for a pronlpt reply and asked that it should be  sent to him 
c / o  Secretary, RHS,Vincent  Square, where  he would be  nieet 'Keeble and others' 
in two days' time. His anxiety to  hear fianl Balfoi~r prompted him to  write a 
postcard from liis h o m e  at C o l e s b o r ~ ~ e ,  Gloucestershire shortly before leaving for 
London .The  PS informed Balfour that 'If you have not  writ ten about the E affair, 
I shall b e  in town [London] Wednesday morning 113 September] at the club'. 

Balfour's reply on  1 1  September is worth quoting in sonie detail, for it reveals his 
deep understanding o f  h ~ i m a ~ l  nature and o f  the individuals concerned, as well as 
his desire for an  aniicable and h i r  agreement.  H e  admired Forrest and had his 
future at heart. Speaking up  for the collector and his wife, he  wrote: 

Your do~lbt of Forrest's sincerity is hnrdly hi r  to him. Mrs. Forrest hates thc life - but 
what is the alternative? - this is rio factor iri  the tit~~ation.You seem to hdve drifted o n  
the rock of which I \var~icd you ;ind, if you .ire not to thipwrcck, you must get sorile 
pilot to cteer you.Yoi~ and Forrest .ire both too niactcrfirl for the negotiatiori . . .  I take 
it Forrest's position is:- 'You (El\ver) s k e d  me to go out. I did not atk you to send me. 
There have been difficulties over the fin'rricr already, a~ ld  now you \\;ant me ... to tell 
you a11 I know about areas of explor;~tion in Yu~inan - to give a\vay to you all nly 
experience - without grdrantee that you will sign thc contract.You won't trust rne. 
How am I to trust you?You rnay insi\t on  nly golng to comc area rh.lt I think is no 
good. ~ t i d  I won't risk my r c p i ~ t ~ i t ~ o ~ l .  I3ettcr rnd the businesr no\ v...' That, or 
sonieth~rig like it. i\ no doubt passing through Forrest's brain. Abcurd you \\.ill say. Well. 
you do not know Forrt*\t. If Forrect 11.1s cnid ~vliat  yo^^ tell me, he will stick to i t ,  and i f  
yo11 stick to your statemelit there will be an end of your projcct.You rii.r)r e~sily find '1 

\vdy out of the impaste by gctti~ig. \J): Mr. W~ll i~r i i \  to cie.rl u.itli tlic matter. For~.est \vill 
nrver he moved by thrcatc nor \\f i l l  lie give liis he\t it' he 1i.irbours ,I \ucpicion oiht~iril: 
bullied - but he 1s moxt arnen.iblt. to gcntlc treatriient. Like 111:11iy other rnen lie is most 
intrdctable behind hi\ pen. . . .  Tell him the \art of pldllt$ ,OLI \v.irit ,111d he'll get them if 
they esict - truct him .I( he firll)r drscrvct to hc tru\tcd .rnd lic.'ll bring \ou .I rich 
hdrvc\t.You've mddc an uniortun.rtc \tart.. . Your or~ly c-Ii.r~rcc of [.I] eucce\sfi~l result is 
to Irt him go \vithout thr smdllc\t \ugge\tiori In hie ~ n i ~ i d  of.1 ~ ~ ~ C \ . . I I I C C . "  

Members o f t l i r  syndicate m r t  Forrest ;rg;iin 011 I0  October.  ~ ~ ~ I < o L I I - ' s  words niust 
have been taken to  hec11.t. for EI\ves reportcd th.it thc niecting \\.it11 Forrest went 



~ f f ' n ~ ~ ~ c h  better than 1 expected. He withdre\v both thc co~lditions which we 
objected to, told us his plans, and made no dilficultin of any \ort'.Veitch had also 
bee11 present at the ~neet ing and Elwrs told him later in thc day that he was 
extren~ely pleased that Forrest was not 'difficult'. Kecalling this cc>tlversatiot1.Veitch 
remarked: 'It did not. I suppose, occur to I I ~ I T I  that his Illanncr of treatlng Forrcst 
when talki~ig to him may have had so~nething to do with making hi111 "ditficult"'. " 

It remained for a lawyer to produce a printed legal form o i the  agrecmcnt.Whrn 
completed, it ran to eight pages. Forrest was to collect 'bulbs, st-eels and plants of 
horticultural value, and also botanical spcciniens of plants'. He \vas also to take 
pliotographr of  'plants, scellery and objects of interest'. For the first time in any 
Forrest contract that has been preserved, zoological collecting is ~nentioned. Forrest 
having to 'direct and cupervise the work of  any zoologicdl collector or collectort 
who 1nay accolnpany the expedition'. El\vec, Stepl~ensor~ Clarke and <:ory were 
probably the syndicate rnenibers who encouraged Forrett to widen his collecting 
to birds, butterflies and mam~nals (see Chapter IO).All the rhododendron material 
was to go to J.C. Willia~ns. Everything else wds to be divided betwren the other 
members in proportion to their financial contributions.The expedition \vat to be 
for the years 1917 and 1018 in the first instance, Forrest agreeing to stay for 
1919 on the same terms, if notified by 1 October 1018. The first page of the 
agreement bore four stamps of the Co~~l~nissioners  of Inland Revenue. arld each of 
the signatures witnessed (in Forrest's case by Balfour). 

Forrest received his copy of the printed agreelnent in 111id-I)ece~nber. His eagle 
eye spotted a clause apparently requiring him to present vouchers or receipts to the 
syndicate in support of his statement of accounts. H e  fired of ia  four-page letter to 
Dr  Keeble protesting that this had not been his u~~derstanding of what had been 
agreed face-to-face on 10  October. 'Am I to be trusted or not?' he denlar~ded. 'If 
the latter. then a thousand times rather I should keep out of it.'A small tlurry of 
correspondence ensued. Keeble writing to Wilks (RHS Secretary) and both Keeble 
and Wilks writing p1acato1-y letters to Forrest. The lav-yer who dre\v up the 
d o c u n l e ~ ~ t  had been wrong to retain the word 'vouchers'. It had been an oversight. 
The last minute hiccup was over. 

Forrest and Balfour had done their own preparation for the expedition. Balfour 
made sure that Forrest was familiar with all the Edinburgh rhododendrons from 
Yunnan and the borderlands ofTibet, that he kne\v which ones were in culti\lation, 
and how to dstinguish difficult for~ns. He provided a list 'as conlplete as I can make 
it' of all Chinese rhododendrons and a package of about 130 dried plants collected 
by Forrest himself. Balfour gave Forrest the opporrunit) to learn about colour 
photography. The bond between the n o  nien could not have bem stronger, and 
Forrest knew hocv fortunate he was to have such close links with a hotanic garden. 
'Accept my lvarmest thanks for the rrprinrc of your most interesting papers. I an1 
gratefill for your re~nen~brance. I \ras pleased to learn of the improveinent in your 
condition.. .',\\;rote Forrest to his mentor." Balfour uas pleased with his protPgP. and 
told Willia~ns that '[Forrest] \vill . . . start on his rhododendron work better equipped 
than any previous collector and \vill doubtless obtain correspondingly better results'. 

Forrest sailed from Liverpool on I 1 January 1917 abodl-d S.S. Clririd~r~irr bound for 
Rangoon. H e  had been home for neClrly two years and enjoyed holidays with his 
fa~riily by the sea at Crail and in the Highlands at 13alquhidder. near the foot of 
Den More.They had moved back to the district of Lasswade, to Broomhill House. 
where their young sons could roalll in t\vo acres of garden. Here Forrest planted 
over 1,000 daffodil bulbs, due to t1o~vt.r for the first time in the spring. Perhaps 
neither p.irellt line\\: that a third child was on the \\.a): 
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Rhododendrons Galore 

T 11~. I i ) ~ ~ r t l l  c x p c c i i t i o ~ ~  \\.'I\ bolci ~ I . I I I .  ~ ~ \ p c c . i ~ ~ l l > -  1 1 1  \ \ - . ~ r t i ~ i ~ c .  r I1re ,~~  \ \ ~ c k \  <11ic1. 
lc;~\,ing L.ivcrpool. F o ~ - ~ - c \ t  ~rcported t l ~ ~ t  S.S. ( ; / ~ I I I I / I I J ~ I I  \\-.I\ . ~ h o ~ ~ t  t o  Jock .I[ 

I).~knr ~ I I  t h e  \\.e\t co.r\t o f  Atr~c-3 m d  tl1.1t i t  Il,ld heel1 ' . I I I  . I I I T I O L I \  t1111c tor ,ill'. 

'Tollgt~' In c h r e k .  h e  told I<c~rhlc th.lt F1-clich c c r ~ \ o r \ h ~ p  forh.rdc hi111 t o  I-c,\-c,il I l l \  

route,  hu t  tI1t.1-t. \ \ . o L I I ~  1 ) ~ '  110 ~ L I I - ~ I ~ C ~ I -  \ to\> hcklrc* I < , I I I ~ O O I I .  \o \ v o ~ ~ l i (  1 1 o t  he, ~ t ) I c  
to  \ v r ~ t c  fro111 t h e  C:'~pr! 0 1 1  r e ~ ~ c l ~ i ~ ~ ~  I < J I I ~ ~ O I I .  11ct cic~\c-~-~l>c~ci I I I \  \ .O \ . . I~L ,  < I \  ' ~ c ' ~ ~ I o L I \  

. ~ n d  nio\r  ~ ~ ~ i c . \ . c n t f i ~ l ' .  t o  \\-hich lL1li011r r r \ p o ~ i J ~ c I  tl1.1t I T  \\..I\ ~>rcIC~-.lblc t o  '24 d.l\.\ 
in ,111 o p e n  b o : ~ t  aftel- t h e  of.1 U-ho .~ t ' .  

The home o f  rhododendrons 
Thc. de<irc t o  find 11c.\\. \peCie\  o f  l .hododendro l~ \  \\-.I\ ,I \trollg Inotl\..ltloll i o l -  Fo~-re.\t 
fi-o~n I l l \  rl111-d expcd~t io l l  oll\v.lrdr.ju\t .I\ tlic cic\~rc t o  gro\\ them \i.l\ . I I I  . ~ h ~ c i ~ n : _ :  
p . ~ \ \ i o ~ i  k ) r  hi\ \ p o n \ o ~ - ,  I.(:. W l l l ~ . ~ m \ .  E\.cr \111cc. 1012 Forl-e\t h,ld .I thco~-!. tI1.1t thc 
~-~ch ' \ t  .Irc.l for r h o d o r t c ~ ~ c i ~ - o ~ l \  1.1). In ' tho\c high . I ~ ~ I I I ~  I - ~ S I O I I \  011  ~ I I C  ( : I ~ I I ~ o - T I I > ~ ~ . I I ~  
f ron t~cr ,  \ \ . l l~rh  for111 t l ~ c  ~ . I \ I I I \  .111ci \\. .~tc~-\Ii~'ci\ ot-the S.~I\\.rcn. M c k o n g  ,111ciY.11igrzc.' 
Hi \  \c:u-ch fol- thi\ 'ho111c o f  rhc yenu\ '  \$.,I\ .1k111 to  tlic q ~ ~ c . \ t  k)r tllc Htll!. (;I-,111. It 
\\.'I\ a \c;~rcli for p c ~ - i c ~ c t ~ o ~ l ,  h ~ ~ t  \\-rrh 1 1 0  cc~-t;lll~r\. o i i t s  cui \ tc~lcc.  
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~ l u ~ ~ i h c ~ - \  o f  (:h~lic\c. r l i o d o d c ~ ~ J ~ - o ~ ~ \  1nt1-oduccd Into cult l \ . l t~oli  ci~ficrc~rlt 
c.ollcctor\. ' 'YOII \v11I \cc'.  h e  \\ rotc clCl~ghtc.dl!. to  Forre\[ In .Apr11 10 17. 'th.rt \.OLI 
t o p  the  I I J ~  bc . l t~ng  W1l\o11 c , ~ \ ~ l y ' .  A \  fol- cl~\c.o\.cr~c,\ o f  I I ~ * \ \ -  \ p c ~ . ~ c \  o t  the. ~ C I I I I \ .  
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'so please bustle up \vl-ren you gct o n  the Mekong-S.iI\vecn where SoilliP collected. 
as I \,rould rather nalne the plc~nts as yo~u-s'.' 

At Ilhamo Forrest met  'all the best' o f  his collectors: 'm)! head-nian alld fifteen 
others, the cream of  the cro\vd'.They had been w a i t i ~ ~ g  for him for three 
not kno\\:ing t h ~ t  he had bee11 forced to 30 r o ~ ~ n d  the Cape. H e  told Keeblc tllnt 
lie expected to  make ',I big h,i~ll' and vowed th.it ' I  shall d o  nly utmost to nljkr it 
,I record'. H e  travelled via T e n g y ~ l e l ~  dnd Tali. leaving a small party o f  Inell in eacl1 
plcice. Those at based at Tengyueh were to collect on  the Sh\veli-Salween di\:ide, 
whilst those at T d i  \voulJ \\,ark the \x8estern hank o f  tile T ~ l i  Range  before moving 

to J range o f  hills t o  the north-edst \vhere Delavay had collected. Forrest intended 
to establish his own  bdsr For the I9  17 season at Tsedjrong, a few miles north of  
Tsekou.  here he escaped from the lamas in 1005. 

By 5 May he h.id reached T d i  ' ~ n d  h u n d  the central part ofY~1r11lan in 'I very 
disturbed state. T h e  route to  Y~~nl l . i n f i~  \vas virtually closed by robber bands 2nd 
J isba~ided soldiery \vho plundered 'ind niurdered over a large area. To the north 
the remnants o fWhi te  Wolf's gang were still dangerous, but Forrest assured Keeble 
that he would 'scrape through, if my i l s u ~ l  luck holds!' Happily, it did, for by 
mid-June he  h.~d reached his destination :ind cdn1pt.d in the house o f  a Tibetan 
Lirmt-r, 'a11 old fi-iend o f  mine o f  1905'. T h e  l io i~se  stood on  a flat area o f  land at 
S l ~ i e ~ n ~ l a t s a  in a big bend o f  the Mekong  river \vhere the valley was 'a mere gorge' 
2.000ft. (600111) dcep whose flanks were .~ngled to 70' (I'l'ltec 42 and 101) .  H e  
described the scene: 

O n  every side \\,e .ire encloscd by rno~lllt~ill\, the div~de\ ric~ng to  bout 15.000 feet 
l4..300111], \vith isolnted pc.lks. s ~ ~ c l i  .is the s.icred I ~ I O L I I ~ ~ . I ~ I ~ \ .  I>oker-1.1 ~ n d  
K~-p\~r-pu. .  . .of 20.000 feet (O.OOOm] o r  c\.c11 rliorc. v~lo\\.-c.ip~ed d~ld gldc~er-cl.ici! . . . 
At our fcet runs the Mekong, n I-.lging ccoco.1-coloured torrent of  200 ylrds [lKl)n~] 
breadth, \vjth .I tell-knot current, ri\ing .ind L~l l i~ig  like .i glg311tic 17~11se, 10 fcet [ i ~ n ]  or 
more, day by day.' 

Forrest wrote reg~113r1y to the I<HS a ~ i d  to Ualfot~r. His letters to the R H S  \vere 
circii1~tt.d to members o f  the syndicate 'ind published in the G~lrdc.rrc,r.c' (:l~~.or~iilc. His 
correspondence \vith I3;lIfour in this period rcve.ils both the respect .ind deep reg'ird 
t l i d t  e.ic11 nian h.id for the other.There U.~I.; ,111 ,ige gap oft\venty ye.11-c bet\z,een rheln. 
I3alfour 11~1d recently lost his only son. Mucli earlier. Forre\[ had lost his fkither. Is 1t 

too  fancifiil to suggest th:lt their r e l . ~ t i o ~ ~ s l ~ i ~  co r re \po~~Jec i  ill sollie degree to that 
benveen father and son? What  is apparc-nt i\ that Forrest's letters and specimens re- 
ilivigorated the sixty-four yea- old U;~lfour .ind g.~\lc' hi111 ne\v zest for hi\ work. Uy 
thi\ time Forrest w,is a most experienced collector. as 13.llfour ackno\\rledgrd: 

I co~i~~. : i t~~larc   yo^^.. . I t  i \  cluitc c \ . ~ d c ~ ~ t  tI1.1t yo11 111-e ,it the top of ~ O L I I -  for111 .111d 1 ~ 1 1 1  \ L I I . ~  

t11.1t CII-c g0111g to r c ~ p  .i r1c.11 11,1rv~.\t t11,it \ v I I I  ~-ep,~y you ti>r ,111 you ~ r c  g0111g tl lr~~lgll  
to get I[. I co~~fc \ s  tl1.1t .lftcr rc.1d111g ~ O L I ~  I~ttcl. O I ~ C  oK111y til-\t t l lo~~gllt \  \\..I\ --Why I1.1\ 
Forrest 11or \\-rlttcn .i book L I ~ O I I  I I I \  c~splor .~t~o~i \?  I liol~c. IIO\V tI1.1t you .II-c dhlc to look 
.it .ill !,our \~~r rou l ld~ng \  \\.it11 .i ~natul-c I I I I I I C ~  .i11d \\.it11 IIIOI-e k ~ ~ o w l c c i ~ ~  tli.111 .111\ otllcr 
explorer I I I  rhr\e rcyon\ h.rr li.~cl, tli.~r ) , o i ~  \ \ . I I I  put ~t ,111 do\\.11 .I\ n \tor\.. 

13.llh~1r \\.;I\ thr~l led  ,it Forreqt', dejcl-iptio~i\. 'EVCI-y ~ . I ~ . I ~ ~ . I P I I  of your Ic*tter fill\ liie 
\\.it11 delight t i n g ~ d  . . . \\,it11 \o~-ro\\ .  tl1;lt I c . i ~ i ~ i o t  go  ou t  1 1 1 ~ \ ~ l f  to see the p1311t\ ill 
their n'itivr 1l.ibitat. Ho\\  I \vish I \\.ere tell yc,lr\ youngc.~-!", (I1l.ite 100) 

In 1017. letters took at Ien.;t t\vo 1111,nth\ to go hct\r.c.t.~~ Yunn.111 .ind E ~ l i ~ ~ h u r ~ l l .  
but Halfour .111d Forrt.st appc..ir t o  be r c* \un i i~~g  .I coli\-t>r\.itlon dropped on!\ 
niini~tes .igo. Forrest refer\ t o  'ni.lny \pcc~c \ .  old t i - ic .~~Lt\  .IIIJ lit\\.'. I I I C I L I ~ ~ I I ~ ~  



R/~ododcrrdrorr trldrdii. Ualfour responds that [hey have not got it growing at 
Edinburgh, so p le~se  would Forrest get seed and, if possible. conlpare it 'on the spot' 
with Rh. crocc~tr~~.Also, could Forrest distinpish in the field between different fornls 
of Rh. sc~lucr~errs~?The co~nplexities of rhododendron identification becanie apparent 
as geographical variations within some species werc discovered. Forrot \vrt)te that: 

The wealth of rhododendrons i h  .~lmost incredihlr, and the number of nc\v \pccle\ and 
forms more than contlsing. I have really givcn up arte~npring to define the I~rnit\ of 
species; each individual seem\ to have a form, or an atlinit): or1 evrry range and dlvidr 
differing essentially from the type. 

He collected 'a very great n ~ ~ t n b e r '  of  specimens to help Bdfour sort them out.' 
Forrest had a kern eye for colour. Some of his descriptions of colour variation in 

rhododendrons would not be amiss in a fuhion lvritrr's colunln. In Rlr. l~ro~eoidrs. 
a species he had discovered in 1914, the type was 'pale canar)-yellow, beautifully 
marbled deep crin~son', whilst on some plants the flowers \Irere 'white tlushed rose'. 
on others 'pure rose', 'yellow' o r  even 'white'. The tlowers of Rlr. c~~r i~y~l~~q~nrr r r l  
varied from 'almost light pink' to 'the deepest plunl-purple'. But would any fashion 
writer have described one colour f o r n ~  of RII. snr~prrinerrrn as 'black-crimson - the 
colour of dried bullock's blood'? 

H e  was prepared to go to great lengths at all seasons in search of new plants. In 
autumn 1917 near Shien~alatsa in the Upper Mekong, Forrest and his collectors did 
a nlost exhausting climb of 6-7,000 feet (2,00(.)n1). a steady grind from h.30an1 till 
4pn1, with the last 3,000 feet (600n1) 'up faces of rugged limestone and slate cliff$. 
hand and foot work all the time, in drenching rain and blinding nlists'.* He had to 
dispense with boots, the going was so bad. Sometimes they had to push through 
thickets of  n no st evil smelling' Klrodnderrdrorr 11yyoli.yidorrtrrr (now Rh. br~~ch)~nt~rl~~twr 
ssp.lr)~yoliyidotrrrn), where the odour was 'redly sickening'. Later during this fourth 
expedition, J.C. Willianls observed to Balfour that 'where Forrest semes us so well 
is in the iron way in which he battles to get the seed when most men \\-ould 
abandon the task as hopeless after the early snow has set in'." Ualfour's reply, that 
Forrest had 'more grit than any of the other collectors'. echoed and confirll~ed 
what he had written to Bulley irl 1904, that Forrest 'seems to me to be of the right 
grit for a collector'. 

O n  1 February 1918, Forrest wrote to Balfour's Assistant Keeper,Willian~ Wright 
Smith: 'Dear Mr.Smith, l3on't you think we might drop the "Misters" bemeen us 
now as we have knowrn one another so long?' For the previous twenty-five days 
Forrest had been in Tengyueh 'pinned to a chair for 8-10 hours a day' writing up 
the dried specimens collected in 1917.With the job completed, he \vas in a relaxed 
and expansive frame of tnind. enjoying reading the gossip from Edinburgh in 
Smith's letter written four months earlier. Smith, like Balfour, had suggested that 
Forrest could write a book.'l have no doubt 1 could', replied Forrest,'but, like the 
man who hadn't changed his shirt tor 2 years, I have so much else to think of! I 
may some day, when I get a nice cosy job in the 1WC; or else\vhere.' 

Forrest was glad to learn that Smith still had some time to exanline plants from 
Yunnan. Had he rec.eived those sent from the Upper Mekong in the autunln? ' I  
have been than successful this season - you and the others will have enough 
to rutnmagr in for the next 3 or 4 years. never mind what I bag this season'. H e  
had amassed 2.509 spp. in Herbaria and 300 or 4OOlbs (160kg) of seed, covering 
6-800 of the best species, including seed and fruiting specitnetls of nearly all the 
rhododendrons he had missed on his pre\rious expedition. 'It is a glorious haul and 
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Pldce 103. Klri~dodcr~dron yricrsorrinr~son was nmed by Forrest 'in compliment to 1i.C. Grierson 
Esq. of the Chinese Maritime Custol~ls at Tmgueh, whose help I pntefuuy acknowledge'. 
Introduced in 1917, and valued for its genn~um-scarlet flowers, it has produced many a w d -  
wivinnil~g hybrids. (See Appendix 8). 





Species of Rhododendron 

Species of other genera 

Rhododendron 

1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 - 
1st World War - *- --- - 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Expeditions based in Yunnan (i.e. time away from home) 

Laurence Ste\vart. back in harness after the war. not only raised seeds sent by 
Forrest, but  'got a fine armful o f  seeds' fro111 Forrest's herbarium specinlens. At the 
start of 1919 'shoals' of Forrect seedlings \vere corning up. Surveying the scene. 
Balfour proudly surniised in a letter to Forrest: 'Nest t o  M r  Williams' collection of  
rhododendrons at C a e r h a y  \ve have. thanks to your efforts, the finest collection of  
species in the world.'" Moreover, the collection was expanding. By the autumn 
three pits at the b ~ c k  o f  the R B G E  were co~npletely filled \vith Forrest's 
rhododendron seedlings." Anticipation \%-a\ high t h ~ t  p l ~ n t s  from the niountains in 
and near Tsarong \\yould be hardy and not difficult to gro\\: 

As for the dried rpecirnens. the nanling .and describing o f  so many new forms 
made it inipossible to keep up with the n u ~ n b e r  that were conling in. In October 
1910 Balfour had \vorked on  Forrest'r cpecilnens for t\iro \vhole months and 
~ r m n g e d  '111 his rhododendron speci~nens reddy for Williams to come and discuss. 
H e  wrote to Forrest.'lt h ~ s  gi\ren Ine cause to marvel nlore than ever at \vhat you 
have done ... I shall not  he surprised if your rhodode~ldron collection h~rnishes us 
with at least 250 nr\\. species'.'' H e  looked fon\,ard to filling many subsecluent 
pages o f  the < ;~ rde~ i ' s  hlllres with descriptions o f  Forrest's finds, which \\,ere adding 
to the prectige o f  the Edinburgh Garden. as well as to Forrest's reputation. 

Such an i m ~ ~ i e n s e  collection had wider iniplicationc, too. Forrest6 rhododendron 
specimens \Yere aiding the e\.olving cl.~ssification o f  the genus ~ n d .  \vhen his conifer 
s p e c i m e ~ ~ s  o f  the genus TirrIpr were colnpared to  those in the Paris M u r e u n ~ .  they 
~ l s o  ch'illenged f o r ~ n e r  ideas o f  cl.~ssific'ltion.~" 

T h e  i~~creae ing  numbers o f  nr \ \ . l~ ,  discovered plants gave Forrest An rscrllent 
opportunity to  honour  ~ n d  s h o n  his g r ~ t i t ~ ~ d e  to relati\.es. friends and 
clccl~~nintclnces by naming planre after them. A ne\v species. Rlr~~dodcrrdror~ fnti//i~~rrrrrir, 
I~onoured  his Llther-i~~-la\\ ;  G.W. Tr,~ill. H e  named others after Custo~l ls  C?t?icers 
(Rlrotiodc~r~tiror~ '~rirr:..orri,~rr~~r~~) (I'latt. 103) .11ld ~lliseionarie~ (Rlr~ifodcrrdr~)~~ ~ ( ~ I I C ~ ; ~ ~ E I ~ ~ ~ I I I I I I I I )  

. ~ n d  Wil l l~mc'  he,ld g.lrdcnt.1- at C ~ e r h . ~ y s  (Klrocit~tiur~cir.t~rr rr~nrrir~i~~rrrrrr~) (Appe~ ld i s  
0). T h e  incre,lce i n  ne\\> rhododendrons J I I ~  p r i n l ~ ~ l ~ s  \vhich Forrest ndmrd is 
'iho\\-~l ill the gr .~ph of I'late 105. .and reflects the close relationship built LIP 

brt\vcen Forre\t and the t.lsonolnlsts .lt Edinburgh \vho dedlt \\;it11 his new p l ~ t ~ t s .  

Plate 105. Nr\\- pl.1nt 
spectes, discovered by 
Forrest. t'or which he \vas 
.iuthol- or co-auchor.The 
g r q h  \ho\vs the upsurge 
of ne\v rhododendron6 
that he h.ld J p x t  in 
naming and/or dercrrb~ng 
afrer the First World W.lr. 
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but are sure to  succeed to  get some'.Thanks to  his collectors, he was able to report: 

I havc done f~irly well this season, not the bumper hauls of past seasons, but quite 
sati~i~ctor): in every WAY. Excluiiing the collection fromTsarong. I shall have fully 1,000 
syp. in the herbaria here by thc end of the season, most new to previour ye.1rs.l" 

'My men worked .ldmirably dur ing my illness'. wrote Forrest o n  7 January 1920. He 
had been up for nvelve days, but had to husband his strength to  get through a day's 
work. About four days later he  was on  the road. O n  15 he  wrote fi-om Bhamo that, 
although he  had been very weak at the start o f  his journey from Tengyueh, he 
regained much o f  his strength o n  the way, doing two and a half o r  three hours steady 
~narching at the finish when only three weeks ou t  o f  bed! O n  30 January he wrote 
from ILangoon: ' I  am tjirly fit though I haven't regained nzy full weight as yet, some 
201bs 19kgJ short'.'" Forrest pushed himself t o  the linlit t o  achieve his goals. 

The incorrigible collector 
It is hard to say whether Llalfour o r  Forrest was more  excited by the thought of 
tinding the 'home' o f  rhododendrons.  T h e  older man was convinced that Forrest 
had been collecting 'on  tlle fringe o f  the chief centre o f  Rhododendrons in Asia' 
and egged him o n  by writing: 

It will be the crea~ning of the r~chest arrd in the world - And the last to be explored - 
when some one get5 into those high llills that rise about \vhere Tibet, Burma, 
Szechwan and Yunnan meet. I hope this will be your work." 

Forrest could not  resist the c11allenge.At the close o f  the expedition in early January 
1920, when  still vrry ~~ndenve ig l i t ,  he  wrote to Williams about a further trip, but 
urged hini ' to say nothing to  Mrs.F."' 

In order to  rest and recuperate, Forrest returned to Britain .IS the only passenger 
or1 a cargo stealner, S.S. Sitt,~riy. As he  relaxed, he  looked fonvard to seeing his 
fanlily; his youngest son wo~r ld  b e  three in the sunimer, but they had not yet met. 
Hi5 eldest son had just started in secondary school. 'Kids are a great responsibility, 
even when  distant a few thousands o f  ~niles!', he  had written to Sn~ith." The  
dilemma o f s p e n d i r ~ g  so mdny years anr,iy hon i  honle r e s~ l faced .  I t  \\';IS the price 
he had to  pay for his collecting life. and it was certainly a hard life for Clenlentina. 

After only tell nlonths at home  in 1920 Forrest made two more expeditions in 
quick succession. Ovemll. lie was at honle for less than two of  the nine yems from 
January 19 17 to March 192h (Plate 105). C1enientin.1 had n o  choice. She would have 
understood \vhy the wife of  dn England cricketer wrote J book entitled A~rorllcr 
blood), rcwr.. .," ~ V C I I  t h o ~ g l l  she wvould never have used such language herself. 

To d o  one  thing supren~ely  \veII, as Forrest did. o ther  aspects o f  life octen have to 
take ~ e c o n d  place.The inhuilt irony for Forrest was that, in se:~rching for the 'home' 
o f  rliododendron\ in 19 17-20, he sacrificed being in his o\vn h o m e  in Scotland. 

W h e n  considerilig Forrest's d e c i s i o ~ ~  to revi\it Yunnan in this period, it is 
in lpor tmt  to r e ~ ~ ~ e n i b e r  some re1ev:lnt facts. His annual salary 11.1d stayed at Ls(l() 
for ench o f  his six years a ~ ~ y  bet\vern 101 2 and 10 10. 1nfl;ltion s.i\v t h ~ s  drop in 
value during tht, period from about ,,/;27,000 to  ~ 1 2 , ( ) 0 0  111 present-day terms. 
Willianls and C:o~-y doubled his a11n11.1l \.lI.lrY to LI,OOO ti)r the 1021-22 and 
1024-25 especi i t io~~s.  equivdlent t o  .In .Iveragr of &out L~S.OOO for r'1c11 of  the 
t in t   YO VC'I~S . ~ n d  ,,/;29,000 for c ~ c l l  o f  tllc l ~ s t  two .I\ the valur o f t h e  pound rose. 
111 ;lddition, he  receivt.d /_;375 (ecluivalt.nt to A;!:I 1.000) pcr yrnr from Lord 
l<othschild to collect birds iu 1024 J I ~ J  1025.T'hc. s.11.11.~ \\,.I\ .~ttr .~ctivr.  
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Ct-IAI'TEIL NINE 

Rivalry Resurfaces 

I ~ n a g i n e  three deternlined. ambitious plant collectors, all o f  t h e ~ n  strong 
characters o n  individu3l missior~s, y ~ t  all searching for new discoverie5 in 

neighbouring mountain ranges. If they were to  colne rather close to e.1~11 otIlrK. 
you might expect ~t least some warit~ess. S o  what happened when Forrest 
overlapped with Reginald Farrer o r  Kingdon Ward? 

T h e  scene is set on  the borders o f  North  West Yunnan and \ve shall focus 011 the 
post-war period when Forrest is \veU established and extending his col lec t i~~g fiolll 

his core area out\vnrds. H e  is confident. experienced and \veil organised. with his 
bands o f  collectors doing forays in various directions. His maill territory for collecting 
has evolved over many years, but  its boundaries are fluid, and his plans are purposely 
secreti\re. No-one is ever quite sure where he o r  his men  might turn up next. 

Ward is a free spirit. even more  u n p r e d i c ~ l ~ l e  in his nlovenlelits, and given to 
exploring further afield. H e  has a long-tern1 goal o f  reaching the Brah~naputra River, 
and exploring more o f  the Himalayas, yet the botanical riches ofY~111nal1 are still 
tempting. His in~pulsiveness can lead h im into trouble, and since before the War he 
has not been allowed a passport into China. For the monlent he is exploring Burma 
before, he hopes, going i n t o Y u n n a ~ ~ .  But 110-one is quite sure where he will go nest. 

Farrer enters o n  stage, nervous that he  might ~ p s e t  Forrest o r  Ward by poaching 
their territory, but  eager to  stake a c l a i~n  to  collecting in this botanically r ~ c h  area. 
His last expedition was in the north o f  China.  and this is his first expedition to the 
mountainous region o f  Burma. west ofYunnan. H e  has a con~pan ion ,  E .H .M.  Cox, 
and he  h a  collected intensively in the European alps, but Fi~rrer lacks the 
confide~ice and experience of the other  two in tackling the remote, rnounta ino~~s 
wilds. However, he  had writ ten to the wise Balfour for advice. 

Seated in his office in Edinburgh, Balfour cannot understand \vhy there should be 
any problenl. Looking at the Foreign O f i c e  Inap o f  the Sino-Burmese border, there 
were unexplored areas waiting for such nien. H e  advised Farrer to go to the very 
north of  Upper Burnla. with I'utao as his base, far from Forrest's sphere o f  influence. 

I'eoplc in this country Teen1 t o  ~mngine th;~r t11r.t~ highlands bct\\.c.cn (:hind. Inci~a. . ~ n d  
Tibet. form all area \vhich 'any one could e.15ily co\-cr. Twcnty r~icn \\.orking fol' 
twenty years won't eshaucr ~ t . "  

Forrest - Farrer rivalry 
In Mal-ch 1910 Reginald Farrer stayed at thc comfortablr Millto Mansions Hotel. 
Rangoon,  having seen the pyramids at Cairo en  route. 'Just off, 111): dear, o n  the great 
adventure', he wrote to his mother. before setting off for the high alps of  Upper 
Burnla. T h e  War n.as over. his t\vo vol~umej o f  Tlrc Er~qlish Koik C;tlrdcrr were 
published and he was looking fom~drd to collectills seed o i '~ lp in r  tlower\ for British 
gardenc. H e  \\,as nour  relishing the thought o f  the floral riches of th r  Burlnest- 
mountains, although he \V.IS not hcading ;IS f ir  11ortI1 as I'ut.~o; hc \vns going to an 
area near theyunnan border. Ward had previou\lY sho\vn it \\.,IS rich in 11e\\. pldnts. 

Farrer took the railway north to M y i t k y i n ~  \vherc. h r  collcctrd ~nulc..; . ~ n d  began 





Forrest repeating his request. I t  was a clash o f  urills. dnd Williams renl:lrkrd to 
13alfour.'No two less suited to each other  can possibly be  found", 

Ward arrived in Hurma, too. and. although he disappeared over the ridge to 
collect o n  a neighbouring range. he  made Farrer feel that the district was 'rather 
overpopulated \vith botanists'. 

T\vo weeks 1;lter. Farrer was painting a rhododendron with .In umbrella in one 
hand, while enveloped in a k g  o f  11lidgt.s and o f  stinging smoke desigrlrd to keep 
them otl-. \when a pink-t~trbaned Lisu 'policenlan' brought hi111 a letter fronl his 
mother. H e  replied disparagingly about Forrest, showing the main:  'It is indeed a 
nuisance to find Forrest's collectors perpetually conling up  into this region. \vhilr 
the great man hinlsclf sits do\vn at  Tengyueh'.' (Forrest had beet1 instructed by his 
doctor to  stay in Tengyueh that year.) Farrer felt unnerved by the presence of 
Forrest's nlen, as it' Forrest had octopus tent.lcles, and one  kept reaching out  to him. 

By September Fdrrer was wishing he  could have been at Ingleborough to see the 
illumit~ations celebrating peace. And in October,  before he  and C o x  set off to canlp 
for two weeks at 11,OOOft. (3.350111) o n  the Upper  Chinzili. in search o f  new plants, 
he wrote to  his mother  requesting special l u s ~ ~ r i e s  like '12 tins o f  pressed Anlerican 
caviare, o r  Asparagus o r  o f  those delicious soups in tins, - hare and oyster and so 
o n . .  . ' \ a s  if this might provide some cotnpensation for his disappointments. 

Forrest haunted Farrer thereafter. Neither Farrerk seeds no r  his dried specimens 
conlparecl favourably \vitli Forrest's. H e  found n o  new prinlulas o r  rhododendrons 
in 1919.When he heard the news horn Balfour it was an a\vhll blo\\: H e  \\.rote to 
his mother, ' I  see Forrest's an t i c ip~ ted  a majority o f  Iny finds'. Balfour wrote 
earnestly to him in early 1920, ' I fyou want to ulake history as a Uotatlicul Explorer 
and 3s a benehc to r  to  Horticulture you must go  Nor th  [away from Forrest]'.To 
add insult t o  injury he continued, 'Forrest ought  to be  h o m e  in the course of  .I 
month  o r  t\vo with abundance o f  spoil'." 

With  Forrest in Scotland. Farrer thought he  \vould collect \\.it11 n o  fear.Then he 
heard .I runlour that Forrest \v.ls conling ou t  ag;lin. Farrer wrote pleadingly to 
Wright  Snlith. 'I)lrlSe don't let him and his Icollectors] come  trespassing in my 
direction again!"" For Farrer, it was n o  f i n  cotnpeting \\.it11 Forrest. 

On the other h m d ,  Forrest did not  al\\ray> feel very secure either. T h e  pla~lt 
collector's life is a big ganlble in nlany ways ntlci. \\.hen W.11-d ~ ~ ~ ~ c s p e c t e d l y  turned 
up  o n  Forrest's nes t  expedition, it \v.ls Forrest's turn to be unnerved. 

A storm over Kingdon Ward 
O n  10 November 1920 (;eorge Fort-est gllve n lecture to  the Rhododendron 
Society in the august surrc)ut~dings o f  the Litlne.ln Society's ILooms ill Uur l i~~gton 
House, Picc~dilly. H e  >poke enthusi.lsticaIly o f  recent discover~es o f  rhododendroni 
i r ~  China and assured his a u d i e ~ ~ c e  th.lt ,111 this w.15 'but .I tithe o f  \vh;~t is yet to 
conle. not only o f  Rhododendrons,  but  o f  111.111y other  geneK1 - I'~~i~rr~rln, C;cvrrrinrlo, 
etc.' H e  had heard horn rl~issiot~arirs that country to  the \vest .ltld north-\vest of 
Uatang \VJF clothed in l ihododet~drons .  great . ~ n d  stnnll. 'C:.II~ we doubt the 
exi\tence o f  many other be;~ut i f i~l  .lnd new spcc.it%s?' (Applciusc.)" 

There  was good reacon for Forrest's heightenrd scnsr oiespe~.t: lncy. J . (Wil l idms 
was in the chair at this meeting ~ n d  leis th.ln three \\reek\ e.~rlicr he  ~ n d  Cory had 
cigned an agt-ecnlent \vith Forre\t to cngngc. him fc)r 2 period of  r\\fo ye,~rs in N.W. 
Y~lun.ln and S.E.Tihet." H e  \\.JS t o  'collect hulbc . ~ n d  sec~ i \  ofpl.lnt> of  hortic.ulturnl 
v.~lue ~ n d  botarlical cpeci tne~~r ' .  Forrest 11~d .tlr~.:~ct). rrct.ivcd 111, t in t  ye.lt-'s r.ll.ar!J - 
L1 .OOO - it1 adv'~r~ce. .lnd /;KO0 for eq~t ipmet l t  . ~ n d  111s p:I\\,lsr, .~nt l  Ilc \\,auld ha\re 



an annual expenditure allowance o f  Ll,4OO.This generously allowed for inflatioll. 
H e  now had six to  eight wceks left for preparations bcfore departure. H e  was 
confident o f  a s~~ccessful expedition with only two n ~ a j o r  patrons to please In his 
botanical work, and extra funding due for any zoological c o l l e c t i ~ l ~  hc could fit in 
(Chapter 10). Everything seemed in har~d.  

But  in Deceniber Forrest was forced to bed with 'a bad intluetiza cold' and he 
was not in the best o f  spirits t o  receive Cory's next letter. First <-orv s~~gges ted  that 
a young man should accompany Forrest for nieteorological work. Forrrct squashed 
that idea im~nediately. H e  was going to a wnsitive border area where there had 
been 'frontier trouble' in 191 6-17, and he feared causing any tilrther stir. However, 
when he read that Bulley and Cory  wcre also sending Ward to Yunria~~.  Forwst's 
fears soared. Panic gripped him. 

Ward had not  been in Yunnan for six years, so this was a complete surprise to 
Forrest.The blue skies suddenly gathered clouds. A confi~sion ~ f t l l ~ ~ g h t ~  overtook 
him in a whirl o f  strong, disparaging, views as he wrote to  Cor):  

Rstults have shown that Ward has 110 interest whatever in botanical or horticultur~l 
work ... Ward's Interest in the bounlcal arpcct of th~s  venture is lnrrcly a i~de-rhow, a 
greasing of the \\,11eel\ of the other ~t~achine ry... Mr UuUey talks very largely ot 
controlling Ward't movements in Yunndn!. . .Once Ward get5 into Yunnan. Bulley \rill 
have as little control of him as he has of the ~vind currents oT thc South Pac~fic!" 

There  was n o  logic in this outpouring. If Ward had 110 interest in his bo ta~~ ica l  
work, why  was Forrest worr ied?The next n l i~lute  he was saying,'l don't care 1 row 
of  piris where Ward goes. for there is little fear o f  cotnpetition from him.'Was this 
true? In view o f  his reactions, his words have an e n ~ p t )  ring. Forrest's fear o f  
competition was probably greater than he  ever admitted. Ward had an instinct for 
a good garden plant and Forrest knew this. Moreover, the fact that Ward fitted in 
other successful activities keeping him in the public eye cannot have helped. 

To make things worse, past grievances over BuUey were never forgotten, so the 
combination o f  Bulley and Ward was likely to produce a heated reaction from 
Forrest. H e  even became suspicious that they had heard of  his plans and then sprung 
this surprise on  him. H e   as like a cat arching its back and bristling n i t h  .I 

conibination o f  fear and agression to\vards the invader o f  his territory, H e  had 
expected a 'clear run'at  collecting, when in walked Ward, backed by Bulley and C o r y  

Moreover, Ward had a history o f  unpredictabilin; and a knack o f  causing trouble. 
Before the War he  had used surveying equipment that made people suspect that he 
was a spy. In the \\,inter o f  19 13-14 he tried to  enter Tibet \vithout a passport. his 
helpers deserted him and the Chinese authoritiec subsequently refused him a 
passport to re-enter China.  Frontier trouble o r  social unrest o fany  kind \\.as the last 
thing that Forrest \vanted. Eight nlonths before Forrest's planned departure. Balfour 
had applied to Viscount Harcourt for assistance in obtaining a spec i~ l  passport tbr 
Forrest t o  enter Eastern Tibet,  principally the provinces ofTsarorlg arid Chanido." 
Success in this had not  been a foregone coriclusion and Forrest didn't want these 
careful prepamtions wrecked by Ward. 'Trouble is sure to arise.. . and alnlost surely 
it will affect the resultc o f  my work.' 

Fortunately, Forrest went to Balfour. n h o  counselled that there should be room 
for them both .  It \vas agreed to  let the matter rest. Ward had proposed 'spheres o f  
intluence' for each o f  t h e ~ n .  Forrest replied magnaninlously, clainlirig 110 

jurisdiction over his movelnents o r  .In? particular area ofYunnan. Each should have 
freedom to go \rhcre he pleased.The storm had passed. 



Forrest .lFologisrd t o  COI-y, too,  retr.icting some  o f  his wilder O L I ~ ~ L I I . ~ ~ :  

UcIievc Ine. \\,llcn I s.1~ that I h.ld not the slighte\t intelltion - .I\ I h.ld no right to - 

critlr.ice your ~c t ion .  I .In1 not c o  foolish .I\ to consider th.~t Iiec.~usc of  your klndlv 
particlpntiol~ in  Mr W~lli .~rns '~ expedit~on, you .Ire hound in .in\ nl:lnner to refil\e a 

s11'1rc. 111 'illy otlier." 

H e  could not  refrain froni r emi~ id ing  C o r y  that ' I  would  like all o f  you to most 
thoroughly understmid rind nppl-ecinte that the  last thing I anticipated any ( i ~ l l ~ e ~ -  
from \vas c o ~ ~ i p e t i t i o n  t111-ough Wklrd'. 

Two days dfter teeing B.~lfoul-, Forrest was fill1 o f  big plans once  ~ n o r e . ' H o w  mall\.. 
m e n  Ward niay have I cdnliot say but  I expect t o  have fifty o r  Inore at work 2nd 1 
expect we  sllnll cover   no st o f  tlie N .N .W.  dnd N .E .  o f  the province :Is well as S.W. 
Szechua~l  and S.E. Ttarong.' H e  hoped  that it would be  potsible to have J few. 
mollletits nit11 C o r y  before Ile sailed for Rangoon ,  whereupon C o r y  invited him 

to  stay at I h f f r y n .  All seelned \veil. 
Ho\vever. sensiti\~ities to\vai-ds Ward \yere still high. W h e n  Forrect reached 

13hamo. o n  hic way to  Yulman, h e  lvrote a I?S. in a letter to  W.W. Snlith: ' N o  sign 
ofWard yet. Colnmissioner here says h e  doubts if lie shall be  allowcd to  crocs the 
fi-ontier!"" Two months  later, Ualfoul- wrote  nervously t o  <:lementinci: ' I  hear that 
Ward is inYunnan and nlaking north for Atuntzu,  which will be  very b,ld o f  l i~m. '"  
In September,  Forrest wrote to  C o r y  thowing cleal-ly t h ~ t  his warlnecs o f W ~ r d  \vat 

the s.1nle as ever: 

W.lrd IS in tlie pl-ovi~~ce. ;lnd the ch;~nccc 21-c, s l l o~~ ld  Ilc lic<lr of m y  cucce\r \ve h'lvr h.rd 
this ct.d\on. .lnd leal-n where, or of our prospects (01- next, lic 1111gllt hc te~llptrd to 
nnt~cip~tc .  I'crsonnlly I don't nllnd t h ~ t  a hit, for 1'1n 11ot \uch n c~~rnludgcoll x\ to 
grudge all); other '1 bit of succes\, but h;~vc only your .rnd Mr. Wll l~a~n\ '  Illtcre\ts d t  

lie;~rt. still, should W ~ r d  be dr;~\vn north he \ \~oi~ld  111 all pl-oh.ll>ility end by \ ~ I I - I - I I I ~  I I ~  

the native\, n\ lie l i ~ \   don^ 011 cvcry OCC.I\IOII lie 11.1s 13ec11 I IC~C.  .111d $0 111.lkc [ I ~ c  C O L I I I ~ ~ ) .  

too hot for .uiy of Llr.. ." 

It is l ~ a r d  for leop:~rdc to  change their spot\ .  







Birds, Beasts and Butterflies 

I . .  . was astonished at rlre n r a g ~ ~ ~ f i c r r ~ r l ) ~  firre birds ro be-filrnd i~ ~ I i c  part (!f ~ I I P  

u~orld ~ r ~ h c l r  yorr are gninf . .  . 
I<. Cory to G. Forrest. 17 Janudry 1921 

I t comes as a big surprise to the gardener or botanist to see drawers full of Forrest's 
pheasants from China.There seem to be hundreds of then1 lying hidden in the 

outpost of the Natural History Museum at Tring in Hertfordshire. O n  a s~naller 
scale, there's a drawer in London packed with Forrest's butterflies (see Plate 175), 
whilst cupboards hold many different kinds of nlarnnial that he found. And stored 
behind-scenes in the National Museums of Scotland in Edinburgh are delicate 
dragonflies that Forrest collected in Y u n n a ~ ~ .  Curiosity draws one to ask: 'How d d  
they get there?' 

They came because Forrest was a countryman imbued with a deep love of 
nature. In the nlountains of north-westYunnan, as at honle, he was alert to all forms 
of wildlife. H e  was a collector to his fingertips; collecting came as naturally to him 
as walking. If he was gathering plants, why not butterflies or birds? That was the 
tradition of naturalists in theVictorian era into which he was born. 

The breakthrough to Forrest making his largest zoological collections came on 
planning his fourth expedition, 1917-1920. His versatility and organisational strengths 
were becoming Inore widely known and two new sponsors asked him to collect 
zoological specimens as well as plants. Colonel Stephenson Clarke of Borde Hill 
requested birds and manunals and Reginald Cory of L)uEryn asked for butterflies. 
Accordingly, Forrest's legal agreement for that expedtion was that, without further 
salary, he should direct and supervise the work of any zoological collector or 
collectors who n~igh t  acconlpany the expedtion. provided the sponsors paid their 
wages and any other expenses connected with this.' Instructions for Forrest seem to 
have been minimal. 'Collect what you can' was the gist of the message. 

Forrest was happy and willing to do this. H e  would organise the collection of 
animals alongside the plants, and at either side of the plant-growing season.We have 
to remember that he shot birds for food and loved the sport of shooting as 
relaxation: if the same birds' skins could be used for science. all the better. The 
possibility of a bird or mammal being named after him probably added to the 
excitement and allure of the expedition. At the time few people saw anything 
wrong in this: they were cont i~l i~ing the culture of collecting that had its hey-day 
in the nineteenth century with the foundation and expansion of those great 
museums that are part of  our heritage. Animals seemed plentiful, ideas about 
conservation were only just emerging and there was no prohibition to the 
intcrnational transfer of skins for scientific purposes. 

Bagging birds for the Colonel 
Colo~lel Stephenson Clarke had a twinkle in his eye and he wrote fro111 his 
highland estate .lt Facnakyle of 'having good sport with Brown trout'.' At the age 
of sixtyeight he still took a boyish delight in measuring the height of trees in his 
garden at Dorde Hill in Sussex. to determine which trees were 'Charnpions' of their 
species.' H c  tnid that in his he had a somewhat illicit acquaintance with 
French bird-c,~tchers.' He \\,as an energetic traveller and had collected birds in 
Ne\v Ze;llnnd and Ahica. He \\..IF adept at taking opportunities and in 1916 he was 

Opposite: 
Plate 1 12. Ternrninck's 
Tragopan. Trdgopd~i 
trmrt~irlcki. After seeing 
this illustration in 
William Beebe's 
 non no graph. Reginald 
Cory asked Forrest to 
collect the ornamental 
skin for him (see also 
page 161). 



Forrest's first sponior for hirdc.'T'hclr \\,.is 110 requeit tor live or  dccol-3t,ve 
I>ird.r - Stenhenson C:l;irkr \ v . ~ ~ ~ t e d  bird skins for \ ~ I L - I ~ I . P  . -- - - L - - . - . . - - . 

Stephenson C:I.~rke was .I \vell-knc~~\:~i figure . ~ t  ~noetiligs of  the 13r,tish 
Ornitlicilogists' C:luL). Akin to the Rhododendron Society (to \vliic.l, lie 

'~lso helo~iged),  thi\ club ~ v . 1 ~  illlpol.t.int \oci<illy: the gc~rrr); clcrh3 Jlld 
rervices dined, ~ ~ h ~ i t t e c l  .ind eshihited t l i r ~ r  lie\\. birds. Coloncl S t ~ p I 1 r n . i ~ ~  

(:l.lrbe .lnd W.ilter. 2nd Bnroli l io th \c l i~ld  hLld ,il\o both heen meliibers oftllc 
l311 t l j l l  O rn~ t l io log~ \ t s '  UI I IOI I  fc)~ ovel t \ \~~ l t ]v '  yen15 '111d \\auld ofiell Ild\.L. 

,oc~. i l~\ rd  ,it C lub  meeting at P.ig'~n~'\ Rect.iur'int, 42-48 G ~ e a t  l 'o~tl.~nd Stlert 
liothcchild \\as c l i a i r ~ i i ~ ~ i .  Stephenson (:l.lrke a r~ -~nged  

Y 
tl1.1~ Liothscliild :..\hould qtud!. Forre\t's bird\ ill hi\ 

murcum at Tring. T h e  type specimens \\,ere to 
b r  precented to the Natural History Mu.;eum' 

.ind half the remainder to  IXoth.;cliild. \\.ho 111;1!- 

even h ~ v e  bought t h e ~ l i . ' ~  
Forrest'\ letter5 t o  ~~~~~~~~nson Clarke rrvr.ll their shared enthuti,irm 

rs Forrest h c g l ~ ~  to build LIP his bird col l rc t ia~i  ill Y L I I ~ I I ~ .  They ihon  
Forre\t'r keen eye for birds - .I skill th.it prob'ihl!. \\.ent hnck to hic e~rl!. 

L years ill Scotl.ind. Hz \\-as ;lble to i d e n t ~ +  111.11iy Ilritisli birds 'ilid kne\v 
the t r~ -n i \  fc)r difkrent Lr;rtherc. O n  l1ic first c.spedition to Y~lnli'in 
Forrest tra\.clled \\.ith 'in .ivid am.lteur bird collector. Lt.-Col. (;eorge 

ILippon.' ,lnd lii~lst Iln\!e le,irned 'I lot horn hini. Over the yedl-5 
I i i ppor~  h ~ m d  He\\, ipecier ofbird.; in N.W.Yunnan .ind ,idjoinins 
;ireas ,111~1 prese11ted 3,000 bird skins to the N.I~LII-31 H~story 
Museum.' 111 1010. ten ye.ir5 d t r r  ~ i i e e t i ~ l g  l l ippoli .  \vht-~i Forre~t 
\v,li asked to collrct Y ~ ~ n n n n  bird.;. tlie c l i . l l l r~l~e  wenn  to 1i.1vc 
give11 him glr;it ple.isurc. By t11e11 he  \\.,I\ t in l~l iar  \\.it11 1ii.my of  
t l iem.Tlie m o u ~ ~ r a i n \  . ~ l ~ v r  \ \ .~tl i  b ~ r d \ ,  froni those pecking 

ill the undergro\vtli, o r  g.itliercd lloisily in b~ i~ i ihcw tliickcts. t o  t l i? bird,; b~~r ) :  in the 
cro\v~ls o f  flo\\,rtring tree:..\ dncl othel-\ foeking .tbovr the L>rc\tc.d ilopci. 

In 1018. Forrrjr .lnd hi.; collrcto~-t  I i ~ ~ ~ i t e c l  b ~ r d s  111 the Lic.hlnng Ii.ungc. ( Y ~ l l o ~ ~ g  
Sh.in). 111 J L I I ~  h r  \\.I-ote to Steplic.nson C:l.i~-ke:'I'~ii nci ornithologi\t. hut I c..111 p l ~ c c  
.i fc.\\ in their g r o ~ ~ p \ ' .  Ht* e s t i~ i i . l t~d  t l ~ i t  hi\ ht1r~c01111ig collectici~~ 111c1~cl~'d eigllt 
o r  t rn  species of  thrusht.\. ?igIit ';pccles o i  titc. \ir ot'finche\. fivt. o i  \voodpccker\, 
thl-er o f  cuckoo ' i~id tllrc-e \ p c c ~ c \  of \ \ - , ~ g t ~ i l \ .  Hc \vent ~ I I  to li\r tlic tl!,c.itc.hel.\, 
\\,arblc~-\, \h~- ikrs ,  nigl~tj,rr. chough, pigeo11, ~ i i ; i g p ~ ~ ' ,  oriole'. ~11131l. p.11.trid:c. 
jackcl:i\\.\. 1.ll.k.;. etc. t l u t  I I C  .i~ici 111, 11ic11 I1.11i l> .~gge~i .  HC ~ I I C I I  g . 1 ~ ~  ,I I1.ipp) 1.~11111111: 

coltlnit~nt.u.y, .IS 11101-c birds \ \-rrc I > ~ . o ~ ~ g h t  to I i~n i :  



Forrest's slight doubt about the identification of the blood pheasant WAS 

understandable, as there are several races differing it] plunlage det~il5. Rothschild 
examined many more specinlenc before he settled on the name of  this oric h o ~ n  
the Lichia~ig Range, where it forages in tlocks drnorig the rhododeridro~ls. 
Rothschild first natlied it I f lra~irris clarkci. in honour of StepIien\oll Cljrkc. Later he 
recognised it as a local. elidelnic race of  a Illore \videspread speclrs and ren'lmed it 
I l h q i r ~ ~ s  rnrrrrtrrs clarkci. as it is today. 

Forrect had ~ ~ i a d e  a pror~iising start and. at the end of 101 8. he and hi\ Inen had 
pthered 825 zoological specimens, mostly birds.They \\,ere packed into four ~ascs  
for dispatch to the Colonel. 

111 1919, Forrest made bird collections further we,t, arc>und Tenbyileh. in the 
Shweli valley, and on the Shweli-Salween dividing rangc. Forrest1< letter5 continued 
to S ~ O \ Y  his thrill and wonder at the beauty and variety ofbirct\:'O~iIy two evenings 
ago whilst returning fro111 the hills I saw a pair of Falcons new to rile: beautifill 
steel-grey plunlaged birds with ruddy beaks and claws.They were as large as our 
Gyrfalcon.'"' He happily described a near goat-sucker (a bird that flies ~t night with 
a gaping mouth like a highly eflicient flying insect trap). It had ears almo\t as 
distinct as the long-eared owl, a great spread of wings, and beautifully marked 
pluniage, riluch richer in colouring than the conlnlon nightjar. H e  conlmented on 
some finely coloured finches. one resembling the ha\vfinch at home. and another 
that was almost conlpletely black with 'just a wee touch of  white' on the primaries 
when the wing was opened. The  adjectives 'dazzling'. 'magnificent', 'be~utiful' and 
'brilliant' wwre all part of his joyful list of birds. 

Forrest also enjoyed his nlen's company and j o h d  about their yarns of hrilli~ntly 
coloured birds that they didn't capture -'yarns . . . I neither believe nor disbelieve'. 
Above all, he recognised the debt he owed the nlen for their dedication. energy and 
enthusiasm in their work. In particular, he was full of praise for the \\-a? they 
collected or1 the Sliweli-Salween divide, finding shrikes and bee-eaters that \\>ere 
new even to theril, \vliile Forrest hiniself was prostrate with enteric fever. H e  nrrote. 
'My men worked splendidly, even better 1 think because they line\\, 1 was helpless. 
They are a fine lot of fello\vs."' 

So~i~ehow,  Forrest had conlniunicated his extraordinan enthusiacn~ and drive to 
his men in the collection of hirds as well as plants. They \vere all essentially 
countrymen 'at home' in the rnountai~~s \vicli nature and each other, and his nlen 
seem to have been pleased and proud to be part of the work. 

As Forrest surveyed his bird collection in Septe~nher lY 19, he san that the hirds 
secured in this western area tended to be distinct from those of the  Lichiang Range 
further east. although there were laughing-thrushes and other birds in cotnnion. 
The collection \\,as smaller than in 1018. but satisfiing. and in February 1920 two 
more cases containing 625 specinlens were shipped bl- Bibby Line from Rangoon 
to London. on S.S. O.$~rd.\.hirr. Forrest wrote to Stephenson Clarke 'YOU will I 
think find the collection I send you a very interesting one'. 

Assembling the collection, liowe\~er, involved time-consurnitig chores. Forrest's 
men recorded details of each bird in Chinese. Apart froni supervising the 
preparation of skins, Forrest had then to [vrite up labels in English. This \\.as in 
addition to the plant work, and there w;~s no slack in the system - no-one ~\:iilable 
to deputise for him. In both 1918 and 1019, when tit~le pressed or he \vas ill, some 
labelli~ig got left until Inter, even until he got hack to Rritait~, and sometimes he did 
not co~nplete the tnsk. He frankly adniitted this f;~iling. but step hen so^^ Clarke was 
sympathetic. After ,111. there \\>ere hundreds of bird skins properly lahelled and in 
good conditio~i. . u ~ d  Forrest \vas exhausted. 





Fourteen new taxa were described based on  n~aterial frr,111 Forrest's 19 18-1 ( j  19 
collection,1' and they are all now in the Natural History Museum." 

T h e  quality and range o f  the bird specinlens was so impressive that Stepherlson 
Clarke continued his sponsorship for birds during Forrest's next expeciition, 
1021-1922. 

Pheasants tempt Cory 
Forrest was so011 off t o  C h i ~ l a  again and, at the very last ~n inu te ,  in late J~nuar ) :  
1921, Reginald C o r y  \vas tenlpted to  ask for pheasants. Ileing a collector o f  rare 
and sumptuously illustrated books, C o r y  had recently perused a monograph of 
pheasants by William Beebe, the Curator o f  Birds o f  the NewYork Zoological P.~rk. 
Beebe had been to  the Far East and subsequently assen~bled braut ih l  colour plates 
by leading American and English artists to illustrate the pheasants he had seen 
(Plates 112 and 114). C o r y  was astonished at the 'n~agnificently fine' birds to be 
found where Forrest was going" and asked him to  obtain a s'~rnple of  ornamental 
pheasant skins - not  111ore than one  o f  each.This Lvas a request made on  a ~ v h ~ r n ,  
but Forrest was a servant o f  the wealthy. at the right price. 

H e  wac astute in his reply. Secretly Forrest regretted not collecting more 
pheasants before, and did not  know whether all Cory's desired pheasants lived in 
the mountains ofYunnan. H e  agreed to  d o  his begt t o  get Cory skins of ' the  finer 
birds' such as pheasants, hawks and falcons, and shrewdly suggested: 'I'll put o n  an 
extra man for your work - the cost won't be much - if you wish rile to'.''' H e  
whetted Cory's appetite by listing pheasants he knew he could find on  the 
Tibetan-Yunnan frontier, including the Kalege, the Tragopan, the Silver, and Lady 
Anlherst's, and he enticed C o r y  to  consider the White  Eared pheasants o n  the 
Lichiang Range,  'huge birds, as large as the Capercaillie. with beautiful plu~nage' .  
Cory  gladly agreed to  pay the espenses o f  an estra man and, using Beebe's book. 
he listed the most beautiful pheasants he desired, r ~ t i n g  them by the number o f  stars 
he put against each name. H e  sent the list to a\vait Forrest in Rangoon and left 
Forrest t o  d o  the rest.'- C o r y  had the pleasure o f  anticipation. Forrest gained a 
worker in the field, and this es tm hunter also meant more pheasants for the drawers 
o f  the Natural History Museum. 

O n e  o f  the most highly starred pheasants listed by Cory  was Sclater's Impeyan 
pheasant, all inhabitant o f  the eastern Hinlalayas. usually near the snow line (Plate 114). 
Beebe had made the first record o f  this pheasant in western Yunnan. in the 
~nounta ins  near the source o f  the Salween river in 1910. H e  was laboriously 
climbing up  a small side ravine, when the nlale bird's brilliantly coloured, iridescent 
p lun~age caught his eye, and he  watched what he  claimed was'the first wild Scl~ter's 
Impeyan ri7er seen by a white m a n ' . ' W o  wonder Cory  wanted it; the combination 
of  beauty and rarity was irresistible to  him. Forrest knew the bird. having already 
killed and eaten one  o n  an earlier expedition, before he collected birds for 
sponsors. But it was to be 1925 before Forrest sent back this maLpificerlt pheasant 
from the rocky slopes of the Shweli-Salween di\.ide, and Forrest's five fenlale birds 
were the first t o  conle to England.'" 

In contrast, another o f  Cory's starred phec~sants .Te~~~minck 's  T r a g o p ~ r ~ ,  was more 
easily obtained (Plate I 12). T h e  bird is a short-tailed, strikingly Ilandsome and 
beau t i f i~ l l~  pdtterned pheasant. It roosts OII  low branches alnorlg the rhododendrons 
in the subalpine ti~rests. and Forrest ~ n d  his men collected it six times on this 1921-22 
espedi t io~l .  Something o f  Cory's delight can be imagined by Beebe's description of  
this bird a\  ' sho\\ing like .I glowing coal' against the autumn foliage o n u n n a n .  





Rothschild wants more 
Rnthschlld Lilco reque+ted Inlore plieS~~alnt~. b ~ ~ t  notjurc one or t\\a .45 .z \ c ~ c ~ i r ~ ~ t .  lie 
xvanted Forre\t to ctdlect large Ferle\ o i l ~ ~ r d s ,  5 0  tIl.it lie conld <tud! the \Glriatroo 
form and colour artli~tn e ~ c h  \peclcs He 1133 been dlrappolnred rhdr there \\eke n o  
lorlg series iron1 Ftarrrsti I111f3- 1'319 esprditron 0111~ l~rgc. ~lurilber\ oi hirik \vould 
en'ilsle ILorhrchrld to  sort out the v.)rratloii acre\$ tlle gmK';~pliical rsingts ofd specie, 

So thc pre+rurc un Forreit \\.\a% no\\- k ~ r  quantrty \yell '15 q~lal~ty, and ,I cer1c.i nlmmlt 
collectiug nnale5 dnd ienlales. j~iveirnilrr a~nd rtrelr rhlck\ 'ind c.gp \\here pursrble. 

Forreqti enipluyliwnt nflocal inen rerved \velI br thi\ purpow. H e  e o r i r b ~ l ~ ~ d  the 
men's ure of tmditlnnal \vt),1potis. S ~ I U S  ,111d I O C ~  kl~o\vlrdge \ Y I ~ I I  hi\ yruxirion o i  
~ L I I ~ \  arid org'inl\Jttoll (I'late 1 17). 111 November 1911 Forre*r etng~ged ~ I L I ~  1i~e11 to  

hmnt f i r  bird, on the rtorth-weft fl,itnk of the L l c l i ~ ~ ~ ~ g  Ik~ilge, wlicre the mountnut< 
drarn.~tlcally drop thin tltzir hlglle\t dtrt~idc. ~t &bout ? ~ l . O ~ ~ O f t .  (i~.Ot)Uln), clo\rn to 
thr \v.ttzri edge of thr Ya11gze I r\.er. They c3111ped ~t l0. t  I(  loft. (3.001 )111) ~lnd 5rio\\ Llll'i 
h.id begun The 1lie1n k t ~ e ~ v  the hect pl~ct.5 to warch for p.imcul,tr bird5 and were ured 
to tmckl~ig them. At the end n i  Novrlnber Forrert rcporred that the birds \\.ere 
rl>o\tly \nnred, \olne t\ thre *hot \\ ltll the cros\bo\\ ,ind Munt hr)lt. $0 t h ~ t  there \\ere 
few dcitn.igrd \pt,cinren\. C)ne .unnzitlp ci.~y Ill\ men brought ui lnearI\- olle hundred 
blrds 'ilid i t  tooh ,I +ustailled e f l i ~ ~  to gut .IIIL~ c1e.111 all the b ~ r ~ t i  l~rfore they rotted. 
E.wh hlrd ~v.1, I.ud 011 rts l~ach, ,111iI rt\ sk~ti wlinoveci a\ ~ne.ntI~ .I\ pt~s\~hle. 1eLt~111g the 
\Lull to pre.;er\r the \11,1pe of  the h e ~ d .  Ar\e~iic;ll ~ . r p  \%.I\ ~pplted to the rn\lde of the 
\hiti befi,re rtufiilig and rctur~nrlg tthr hndy to it\ t i~r~1.01 h p e  (I'lClte 1 16). 

I>urlng tlnr yc.11. Forre\r \voul~l often g ~ v e  III \  collector\ LT guln for 3 J.yi \hooting. 
He hati t,lken t\vcl .-I0 g~iri\ \\ it11 111in on tlli\ exyeditiun, but ~ f t e r  \even ~iionth\ o i  
fiTcl~1e11t LIW t l ~ c  lock\ hrc.tmc* too \vctru m;lr  jet\: 111 re.ldirit.$\ for the inllo\sii~g 
W,IWI), tit, .14h2d S~PPIIPII\LIII C'l,~rhc. t a  wild out t n o  lriolr gulic. '.I long h,lrrelled 
.4 10 g ~ i ~ ,  hlligl~ hjrrel . c ~ ~ n d  ,111 rn.dln.lr) d o u b l e - 1 1 r r I  I ?  bore ~int~zzle-1o.ldc.r.. 
.I\ c l~ i  ~~~riergst ic  \  pi^' Hc t,~vtxi bre~.ch-lu,~~it-~ 5 k>r O\VZI n\e. 

At thc ct,d uf 1 ')3 1 the )tx,~,-'s h ,~g  rnCl\lcled he,iutlful h~ rd \  ueu to Forreit. J I I ~  he 
dc.lightt*d In \rlndirig Stepl~en\ntl ('l,~rLt. det,~llvd ~ l c \ c r ~ p r ~ o ~ ~ s  o i  \olnr o i  them. 
~ncludiiig .I hint. glr,\bc.,ili 'uid a prthtty t i t~rh th.it ~trongl?. rr\rlnMecl .I br-~ni~kl~~lg.  



Plate 1 18. One  of Forre\t'\  collector^ c t ~ n d ~ n g  by a I ~ n e  of Lady Amherrt'c pheas~nt\. Below 
thein are \tdck~ of drying paper\ and a crate labt,lled yohnn~e Walker'. 

Plate 119.White-eared pheasants fro111 theYulong Shan. Forre~t i.ompared their size to the 
capercaillie. Lord Rothschild probably exhibited this photograph at 4 mcetlng of the British 
Ornithologists' Club in Lolldon. Note the piles of dried pl;unt'; being pressed by boulders 
in the doorway. 



He was full of wonder as he held them in his hand, before packing then1 for the 
long journey to England and the attention of Lord Rothschild. 

Rothschild was in a very privileged position. He had an excellent and 
experienced curator of  birds and no distraction of other duties. He had a brilliant 
brain and concentrated with intense enthusiasm on naming, describing and 
classifying birds from all over the world. H e  was a prodigious worker for ten to 
twelve hours a day. Forrest's birds were conlpared in every detail with others in his 
huge collection, and lists of all Forrest's species and subspecies were written up in 
the Tring journal, h1ovitates Zool(yirar, in remarkably quirk time. 

This is in notable contrast to the naming of Forrest's b o ~ ~ n i c a l  collections by staff 
at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh.They were inundated with greater numbers 
of Forrest's specimens, they had less time each day in which to work on them, and a 
far larger task as the basic classification of the huge genus of Rhododendron had to 
be worked out as they went along.The time lag between Forrest collecting a plant 
specimen and knowing its name was frustrating for everyone. 

The relatively quick feedback given by Rothschild must have been very 
encouraging, spurring Forrest on to even greater endeavours. Rothschild reported 
that the making of  the skins was generally excellent and he praised the series of 
pheasants. Indeed, long lists of  names and numbers come pouring out in a flood 
from the pages of  Rothschild's papers.Anlong these there was the 'exceedingly rare' 
species of koklass pheasant, a 'very rare' species of pheasant grouse, new toYunnan, 
and a 'magnificent' series of the Lady Amherst pheasant, of which wild shot 
exanlples were very scarce in museums. 

Rothschild was so delighted with Forrest's haul that he cent his curator to show 
a selection of Forrest's birds to fellow members of the British Ornithologists' Club. 
The naturalist from the Shackleton-Rowett Expedition to the Antarctic was a guest 
speaker when eleven of  Forrest's newYunnan birds were there for everyone to see. 
They included the first three-toed woodpecker to reach England and a new large 
white-bellied woodpecker that Rothschild named after Forrest, Dryocoprts -forrest; 
(now Dr)foropu.r javc~rrsis~fi~rre~t~]" (Plate 1 15). Forrest was beconing noticed among 
distinguished ornithologists. 

Meanwhile, in the distant mountains ofYunnan. Forrest kept collectors on the 
Lichiang Range from February to November 1922. He took photographs of the 
birds they bagged, and one of  these photographs (Plate 11  8) encapsulates the life 
they led. O n e  of his Inen stood proudly by a line of Lady Amherst's pheasants hung 
fro111 a bamboo cane across the doorway of  a house.The birds' elegant. long striped 
tails dangled down and almost touched piles of plant specinlens d y t n g  between 
papers. Crates hide their contents from us, but one had the give-away writing of 
'Johnnie Walker', the whisky gratefully imbibed after a day's hard slog. 

When Rothschild received a selection of Forrest's bird photographs. he was soon 
proudly exhibiting three of them at another meeting of the British Ornithologists' 
Club.They showed a 'bag' of white eared pheasant and Plate 119 is probably one 
of the photographs displayed. 

Kothschild was so i~rlpressed by Forrest's ability to orgnise a successful 
zoological collection that he offered to sponsor him for another expedition. 
Rothschild sponsored many bird collectors, but had high standards for his museum. 
This was an honour: Forrest had 'arrived' in ornithological circles. 

Forrest Lvrote out the contract in careful longhand for Kothschild to s i p .  The 
agreelnent was  for Forrest to collect zoologically for two years (1924-1923) in 
accessible areas of West and North-\vest Yunnan, China and South-ea5t Tibet. The 
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When other cabinet doors are opened we see the variety of mammals that Forrest 
collected. froni several genera of  srluirrels to bats, Chinese field mice and \roles, we 
remind ourselves with difficulty that these were sinlply a sideline to Forrest's plant 
collecting. Kingdori Ward n u d e  t\iro useful collections of small manlmnls when lie 
first began plant hunting, ~ n d  happily recorded when two nlen trapped some voles and 
shllned and fried then1 for supper." Forrest's n~ammal collection is on another scale, 
In addition to other man~nials. he collected about one hundred specinle~~s of voles?' in  
one of the nlost interesting collections that the Museum had received for many years. 

How did this happen? Oldfield Thornas. the nlanlmal specialist at the Natural 
History Museuni. first wrote to Forrest in 1909 to ask if he would collect ~namnlal~ 
on his next expedition. Forrest replied with keen interest, but as there was no money 
to pay him the idea seenis to have fizzled out until Stephenson Clarke came along. 
He was the key man, being a new sponsor for Forrest and a benefactor to the Natural 
History Museuln. H e  provided the vital link between collector and taxonomist. 

T h e  enlphasis in the 1918-1919 expedition was on birds, but when Forrest sent 
back new type specinlens of squirrels, Oldfield Thonias made a plea for Inore 
~namlnals next time, and Forrest rose to the challenge." From then and onwards. 
on every expedition, significant nunlbers of ~ ~ l a m m a l s  and birds were shot or 
trapped as Forrest and his Inen triiversed Yunnan. 

Forrest's fifth expedition, 1921-22, was particularly successf~il. Not  only was he 
collecting whole series of pheasants, but a bumper crop of mammals. Month after 
month produced new taxa that were identified in the Natural History Museum. 
and three hundred specimens of  ~ n a ~ ~ l m a l s  were collected on the Lichiang Range 
alone (Plate 121). 

T h e  early 1920s were vintage years for Forrest's collections of anim;~ls and we can 
be sure that he and his nien enjoyed the variety and satisfaction of the c1iase.They 
had filn comparing the collections made in different parts of the province and he 
listened eagerly to the local gossip: 'The people here s;~y there are three distinct 
species [of pole-cat or martin] ... I Inay get then1 yet. if not this, then perhaps next 
year'." Forrest's appetite could never be satiated. 

Where have all the buttedies gone? 
Forrest delighted in the colourful and varied butterflies o f i n n a n .  He collected then1 
as a present for his fianck on his first expedition, and years later he e~~closed samples 
when he wrote letters to their sons. When search for his insect collectionr in the 
1nuseunls of London and Edinburgh, we find aweso l~ le l~  rare and beautifit1 creatures. 
carefi~lly kept in sonie of  the slnallest museum drawers. Unkno\vn to nun) people. 
Forrest collected insects on at least five out of seven expeditions. 

When he first set offfor China lie must have taken t-ntomolog~cal nets and collecting 
niaterial, probably including small jars \vith cyanide crystals and spec~ally folded 
entomological papers into which to place the insects. No-on? had asked him to do 
this; he took the initiative and. on his second expeditio~~, he collected ovcr 2.000 insects 
fro171 the area around Lichiang.The variety suggests th.~t some \rere swept into a net. 
while others welr probably caught at night by thil~ing light on to a \\zhite sheet. I t  

probably took one person two weeks to collect and p;lpcr then1 all,'" and Forrest 
presented this collection to what is no\$! the Natio~ial Muscu~ns of Scot1.1nd. 

Forrest's first pdyment for insects came on llis f o ~ ~ r t l l  expedition, which nras the 
great leap fonvard in his zoo1ogical c~llt'ctilig. A1ongl;icie hi\ rollrction of birds 2nd 
~namnlals, he was catching butterflies for Rcgi~l.lld (:or). .IIICI For J I I ~ \ \ .  \pollSor. 
Mr  M.J. Mansfield, whose collectton is no\\, in the. N . I~LII - . I~  H~story Muscum. Here 
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l)l.ir~, 12.3. H/I I I~ , I I I I~IS ( \ ~ I I I I I ~ I I I I I ~ I , I J ~ ~ / I I ~ )  111~11r~/;cldI, .I r ~ r '  
.~nd  h e ~ ~ ~ t ~ h ~ l  s\v,~llo\vtail huttcrtl! d~scoverc~ci by George 
Forl-ect. Th15 is Forrest'c type rpcclnlell in thc. N.ltur:~I 
History Muse~~ni .  London. 

I'late 124. H~.rr~il~rv~rr~~ rrr~ir~~~iclrii, a ~no th  discovered by 
George Forrest ill tlie district ofTenh3uc.h (Tengcliong). 
This is Forrejt'h type rpecin~cn ill the Natural History 
M u c e ~ ~ ~ n ,  1,ondon.The I:~bel top left ~lio\v\ the place it 
wa\ foul~d in Yunn.in and 'Type' denotes its value t o  
taxo~~oniistr. 

Georne6idae Rothschild 
Bequest @ ,, B.n. lN9-1  

T h e n  came the bo~nbshel l .  Janson K. Son wellt through the collection ;ind found 
it 'very disappointing'. In their opinion there were very fe\v spcciec. n~ostly 
colnmon ones, ~ n d  -   no st d a ~ n n i n g  o f  ~ l l  - they concluded they \\/err probably 
renlainders. Unfortunately, they continued, tlie moths were also put flat in the 
papers, spoiling the upper surface o f  the wings." 

Forrest was not used to  S L I C ~  a rebuff-. H e  had been over-optimistic and had 
~nizread the market. W h e n  he first went  o u t  t o  China ,  French miss~onarles were 
selling butterflies in France, but in 1920s Britain. rhe Victorian l~eyday o f  natural 
history .]gents w;is well past. This was no t  a good time to  be selling Lep~dopter .~ .  
There  \ v ~ s  little demand and the agency prob;ibly had .i large stock nnd could be 
filszy over what it bought .  I)erhaps, too, Forrest hnd ovel--reached himself and had 
not  super\~ised the butterfly collecting properly. We have scen how difficult it \var 
for Forrest to keep LIP with 1;ibelling. 

A deflated and disappointed Forrest had to I-ecelve a returned bos  of  \pecimen\. 
H e  \VJS just . i h ~ ~ ~ t  to sail to K a n g o o ~ ~  again. 1'1-esumably (:lemcntina \\xi left \$.it11 
the boxes. What  did she d o  with the cpecimcns! 

Forrest had to  be  pragmatic. H e  could not  let a 5etback weigli 111m do\v~l 
long. H e  had to cal-ry on  to his nes t  goa l .T in~e  \%-A\ al\v.~y\ p1-esslng. M,lybe, in hi\ 
zeal he \ometimes took on too nluch, yet \\\.-ithout tli.it zed1 :ind d e t r r n i i n ; ~ t i o ~ ~  1 1 ~  

\vould not have accompl~eheci \ \ ~ h ; ~ t  he d ~ d .  O n  the exped i t~on  i ~ i i m ~ ~ d ~ n t c l ! ~  .ifter 
this setback, he ~ n a i ~ ~ t ~ ~ i n e d  his self-belief and the hclief th'it t l ~ r r c  were still nc\v 
insects to be f o ~ i n d .  And \\-hat Ii.ippcned! Ht. prod~iccd the t\\.o excluisitc new 
dragonflies (Plate 126). 

Looking back, \ve c;ui see that Forl.c\t  IS 'it A I I  intcrrsting st;igc in I~istor): Hc \\.a% 
bol-n into the 1ieyd;ly ofVictori.ln n.it~~r.ilist~ and 111 1ii;lny \v,I);\ he \\..I\ c,lrryil~g o n  that 
tr'~dition. He \\!as c~l lec t ing a di\:crsity of \\-~ldlifc, k e e p i ~ ~ g  t ;~ ro~~orn i s t s  bucy .it the 
f o r e h n t  of  k ~ i o \ v l e d ~ c  in the study of  the pl.ilits, bird\. 11i:1111111,11~ d ~ i ~ i  illsect\ ~IY~lllllnll. 

Ho\vever, by the 1ii1d-1020i ninny of  the pl;uit\ ;111d b~ttc.rtlic\ ot'Yl11111.111 \\-fI-c 
alrcady knocvn. 111 order t o  d~scove~-  nc\\, p l .~~ i t \  ,111d . I I I I I I I ~ ~ \ .  F o r ~ - ~ \ t  h;id (0 

concentr.itc on  lerc \tudicd . ~ ~ ~ i r n ~ ~ l \ ,  like the cir,isontlic\. 01- 111ol-c co~iiplcx scnel..l of 
pla~it\. like rhododendrons. Fortun;rtely fol- Fol-l.e\t. 0 1 ~ 1  .11ici I I ~ \ \ .  \POII\OI-\  ~cjlltlllllf(i 
their interest in his 1vo1-k, .ind his ~ I I L I \ ~ L I I I I  (.o11cctio11\ ~ C I I I . I ~ I ~  f;)r po\te~-~t!: 



riacc 125. 'Drawer 7478' of 
Forrest's specimens of 
Lepidoptea in the MJ. Mansfield 
collection in Cht Natural History 
Musrum, London. Typed labels 
indicute rhe coktion of 
specimens k%man m f 918. 

dimwered by Ga&z brim ia 
Yunnan, and named iI3 I928 g~ 
t h e t & s p e c i m w o f ~ *  
mi@ (thk bigger one) and 
T-eboqkurf-li (&e 4 







I'latt. 112'1 ' E l r ? t ~ l l ~ ~  itourr.' In 
li!l.llll<l, I l ~ ~ l l l C  <>f~:.~~7t' l l l~ 
M c d ~ i ,  rhe .lgeilr of tht. 
11 I J V  .ltIci> Flt~t11l~ ( . t > t ~ ~ p ~ t ~ \ ,  

,~frei \\llon~ Fo~lrit  n,lrn~,ti 
l < / ~ ~ ~ ~ f c ~ ~ f t ~ ~ ~ i / ~ ~ ~ i  ~ ~ ~ f d ~ , i t i ~ ~ i ~ f  
FOI I mr t\ .t\ ~ t , n  nlg I I L * ~  c 111 

Jallu.lr.\. 1'13.7 a hcn  hc hc,tr~i 
tlw I ? ~ L \ \  k ~ f  k'r(>fkor 
B~ytrl Ualtour'r dr.tth 

1.C: Wlll~.~nl\ (;onlp.\rlng [11111\elf r t)  otllc.1- pl.lnt ~(lllcc-tol.s, F ~ I T L , ~ ~  muft Il,l\c [lee11 
p.~rnct~l.urly plt..lird to holti tllc \,lmc an,tld .I+ kt-l W I ~ \ O I I  . I I I ~  Ai~gtlstlllc t ie11q 
I:,I~ICI 1i1rA (.~ss(i &>I ry) III I(j20 \\ l t l ~ [ x i r  < I V M I ~ .  K I I ~ ~ L ~ O I I  WJILI dlei IILX get 1115 ~1tlt11 

dfi~i. F ~ r r r \ t i  d~'.lth For~e\ t  \\J+ >0 ple~rt*J \v~tll  III\VMH t l i ~ t  1lc C F C ~ I  p11t t l1~1 I I \ I ~ I , I ~ ~  
.~f t t .~ Inr clitry 111 rlic ~ L L I C ~ I I O I I ~  dlrcttor?. 

Another ho l~our  tb,it Il:llfo~~r \\oilld h.tzc Al l r )n  11  bout \\,I\ tllc ,~u.l\d to I*c,rrr\t 
of the (;eorge ltnhcrr Wl i~ tc  Mt.d.11 of  tht. M.~\~lchir\c-tts IHo~t~ct~l tur~l l  \rj~kct\ 
WhltC, .I grt.;lt brnrfi~cror o f the  clr) of Bo\toll. ~.t~dr>n.cd -1 sold ~lled.ll for tht"11j.ln 
nr ~01111111, CUJIIII ICTCI.~~ fir111 o r  ~ i i \ t ~ t i ~ t i o l ~  111 tllc U1111eii  stat^\ osllt~- L C ) L I I I ~ I  IC\ 

t h ~ t  11'1s d o l ~ e  the 111rl5t 111 rctrlit jvnl-s to .lch..lllcc Iotere\t 11) l io r t~cu l t~~rc  111 rt\ 

b r ~ ) ~ ~ d r \ t  \c l~\s '  or. ,I\ put I.~tcr.'tbr r ~ l ~ ~ ~ i e ~ ~ t  \PI \.ICI" to I I O I  t ~ ~ ~ l l t t l r t . '  111 rlic Soc~eryi 
1024Yr,11b00k. tllc IIII'LIJI \ \J\  ctt~\cr~l>vd '1s Alnt,r~c,l'\ I~ l s I~cr t  I I ~ Y I - ~ ~ C L I ~ ~ L ~ I ~ . I ~  J M J I ~ .  
EI H. Wllu)n hael ~c.cc~zeJ the. nlcd,ll In 10 15. It \\.I\ ,111~1rdc.d ttr l-r)rrci<t 111 Ic)70, $t) 

In rl~,lt y e ~ r  lle held tlir prcllncr ,1\1,\rrlr r l i  bot11 I$tlt,liri .urd thc UlrA 
0 1 1  J \i~~rlLlef kccilc. 1~ \\:I* rlt*cted .III t i o l ~ o ~ , l r y  MPmbc.r of t h ~  scli-ct 

l tbodc~drndrrl~i Soclrt)- 111 tllc \ c ~ ~ l ~ c  )c:I~.TIIc* \c'cI-~~.I~!, (:lt,lrlt*\ EIc.), c ~ ) ~ ~ \ ~ \ ~ t l  tile 
nr \ \ \  to Forrcrt ,111il tllc. t \ io I I ~ L Y I  l~rcninc frlclld\, t.ol.re\r \t,ltrlllg .I( Elc) ; ht11nc 111 

Ea\t llcrdlolt, SufK)ll\ L ~ i c > ~ ~ ~ d  tllc* ~ I I I I C .  (0fI10tll II I+  1020 ,1t1d 1073 I C ~ ~ L I I C \  t*? t l l ~  
So~-icty 111 Lc)IILI~I>.  I i C ~ l t i ~ ~ i ~ -  11,1d Lxss11 t)11c of  tlic fi~ct r~ 1~ t - l e ~ t c ~ i  ~ L I  H O I I O I . ~ ~ ~  
rnr..mbcr<li~p t l i  t l ~ c  I ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c I I c I I ~ , ~ ~  \oclCtv J I I L ~  Ii'ld t~- ,~\cl l t~f  r n  L o ~ ~ d r r r ~  ' t o  

\clppn". torrrtt '  ,it 1715 11)70 ICC t~ i rc  h i ' f i )~~  g1\ ills .I vorc of  tlt .~~lhs l%.ilfoi~t I C I I ~ C ~  

In 1073 n11d \\ V I I ~  to 1 1 \ ~  111 ff,l\lrnlrrc, n hcr L. Irrb d ~ c d  on .30 Not P J J I ~ C I  TL)f2. to~ll 
i I e ~ ) \  .~ticr EIue\ It \\,I\ thc  ~ , n d  of . ~ n  c'r.~. 

Tlre IIC\\ 5 of lJ~lliou~'\ 11c~th r t t . ~  l 1 ~ t 1  FOI I.L.,~ .rt the C-IICI o f l ~ t \  titth r-,pc.t11t1011. 111 

J I I I L I ~ I ~ ~  11Q.3. \\ 11t.11 IIV \V~I\  \ I . I \ ~ I I I ~  i11 ( : , L ~ ~ J I I I  Mc~itl'\ lic)i~\c 111 til1.1111o (1'l.l~~ 17')) 
H C  rote t'rr~m t l l c ' ~ ~ ~  





What next? 
Honours  b1-0~1gl1r new demands tbr  Fol-rrct's .~rknowledged skill\. C;ardcner\ .;ouqllt 
llis advice. hoping for n visit from him. W1.ight Slilitll \v,lnted his ntsi\tancr In r l l c  
t.lxc>nonly ofprinlul:ls 'lnd rhododr~~clron.; .  .lnJ k t ~ s h  i d e ~ c  circul.~ted nbollr ano t l l v r  

Forrr5t t . x ~ e d i t i o l ~ .  
Forrr.;t rerurl~ed home in 1 ')20 to fillel tile ' t l r e v ~ i l i ~ ~ g  hendlong I < l ~ ~ d ~ d ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~  

rub' m.lgnifice11tly displayrd :lt the ILhododendron Sho\v ill London ill April 192(,, 
Never beiorr h ~ d  .;o 111~111y .;pecies, v.~rietic\ . ~ n d  hybrid\ o f  rhododendro~ls heell 
exhibited under o n r  I-oof. Forrcsti plant.; \\,ere .lmong those %lining n\v.~rd.;. I t  \\:as 

perh.~ps not surpris~ng tlicit ;I year I.lter, in Seytel~lber 1027. a rhododendroll 
enthu\i.lst. MI- J.U. Str\?eneoll ofTo\vel- (:ourt,A\cot. .~ \kcd Forrest \vlicthel- he \\8ould 
considel- a ful-thrr expeditioli for one ye'lr.' Forrest \vas to \end hi111 J \krtch of Iliy 
pl.~ns, romc map.; 'lnd an estim.lte o f  fin;lnces, 2nd it \\,'I\ to be calleel the '(;eorKe 
Forrect Expedition 192H-?O'.' Wright Smith ofkl-ed .;upport dl13 Forrest \vould 
depart ~t tlir end of  lY2X. Uut this idea, .Is lve shall see. did not conle to fruition. 

In 1927 Forrert committed hinltelf t o  helping Smith i l l  ;I I I I J J ~ I -  \\-ork o n  '1 ne\v 
cl~lscificntion o f  the 1;rrg.e genus P r i m u l ~ . T h c  PI-oofc had to bc read! for thc end of 
I)ecember, ill prepnr.~tion for an i n t e r n < ~ t i o n ~ ~ l  I ' r i lnul~ (:onferrnce in 1028, and 
Smith 'ldmitted t h ~ t  he kept Forl-cst 'vel-y clotrly tied d o \ v ~ ~ ' . '  Their  paper \\,.I\ 

published to  c~ccl;~im.- Stepllenson <:larke uniintulning it w.rs 'tlir most v'llunble 
result of  the Confcrel~ce' . '  ,lnd in April Forre\t \x8ent \\.it11 hi\ t h i l y  for two \vrek.; 
o f  f i h i n g  and hill cl irnbil~g 111 L I P F ~ ~  TI\-cedsdale. ' 

Ho\vcver, \\,hen Forrc\t w c r ~ t  shoot i l~g rabbits \\.it11 hi\ \on\ ,111d missed some of hi\ 
targets. the boys kliew sonlrthing \\:a\ wrong. Forrejt \v,l.; 11,lvi11g t r ~ l l b l r  \\.it11 011e of 
his eye\ and .111 operation seemed ine\-it.~hle. H e  postponed going to Irelalld. hnd to 
forgo the I'l-imula C:onfere~~ce .111d \\..I.; .~dlllltted in JLII), 1028 to .I pri\..lte nur\lng 
home ill E d i n h ~ ~ r g h  k>r ,111 operation to hi.; left eyc."' Fol-tundtely it  \\..I\ .;ucces\fi~l 
nnci in e;ll-l>. Auglst  lie \vent \\-it11 I~ic fanlily to con\-,~le\cc O I I  the I\lc o f A r ~ u l .  

Me,111\vliile . ~ l ~ o t h e r  exciting pl-opo\.ll l i c~d  r ~ ~ ~ t ~ r p c d .  \vhich cn.~blcd Forreft to 
e~i jo) '  I O I ~ ~ C I -  \vitli hi.; f~l l l i ly  . I I I ~  yet serve tlir in.;.~tl.tblt. clemands of keel1 garde11el.r 
for more  \ eeJ  il-om Y11nl1.1n. I t  \\.;I\ to be  ;I \ . i c . ~ r ~ o u \  c.spcditlol~. 

Brainwave from Bodnant 
W l ~ c n  e.lger msn meet,  idea\ tlo\\; ; I I I C ~  011 7 J u l ~ c  1023. t\vo \ve~-k\  .~f t r r  the 
1'1-in1r1l.l C:onferc.lice. (;c.orgc FOI-l-e\t \\..I\ \.i\irrd 1))- t\\;o o f  the mo.;t k11o\\-lcdgcnhlc 
.lnd :~ccornpli.;ht.d . I I I I , I ~ ~ ' L I I -  ~ A I - L ~ ~ . I I C I - \ ,  the H O I I ,  ~~c ' I I I - ! .  I ) .  MCL..IIPII (1.1tr1- LOI-d 
Abt.~-c.o~~\\-.~y) .111d Majol- Frederick Stcrn.  It \\..I\ .I kii\.ot.~l polnt . ~ t  t h ~ \  \t.rg~> of 
Fol-I-e\t'\ c.lrecr. 

N c i r l ~ ~ r  \.l.;itol- had \po~l \orcd F'or~.t~t'\ pl.c\.iou\ cxpcdltlc>l~\. hut t he \  h ,~d  ~-.llsed hi\ 
seed\ ,lnd had .I 111gh rcg.~~-ci for hi\ r e p ~ ~ t , l t l o ~ ~ .  S~C,I-II .  .I . ;~lciic~- ,111ci 111c1-~li.11lt bCillkt.r. 
t~-,~vt~llcd L I ~  tYo111 Higlicio\\.~~ (111 t11e So~1tl1 I ) o \ \ I ~ \ ~  \ \ , l~c r~s  IIL-  S I -~ \ \ ,  l ) r ; 1 1 1 1 1 1 ~ 1 , / ~ ~ r r ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~  
011 111s ch~lk!. \c>iI \!.it11 g re<~ t  \ L I C ( . ~ \ \ .  M L . L , ~ I - ~ I I ,  J 1,111ci o \ \ ~ I ~ ~ I -  J I I ~ I  Ix~rrl<tc'r \\-1t11 

I > L I S I I ~ ~ \ S  i~~tc.rc*\t.; il-0111 c~l1i11.1 L.I~I \ .  to  \ l ~ i p  l ~ ~ ~ i l ~ i i ~ l g .  C . , I I ~ I ~  ti-0111 l$oci~ia~it ,  I I ~ . ~ I I -  (:o~i\vy. 
NOI-tli W.~lc.\. 'Tl~el-c hc \\:.I\ ~.xpc~1-lnl~.lltln$ \\-it11 . ~ \ ~ . i t ~ c  pr i~i lu l .~\  111 ' I L > . I ~  \oil' .111d 
l~~ll\illg l-llo~i~>~l~l1ctl-oll\ tkOl11 \ctxi o t  f~ol-l-c\t~\ l,l\t t\\.o c~x{lc~iltloll\ ( l ' l .1 tL~ 1-33). 

T l ~ e \ e  t\\.o 1 1 1 ~ ~ 1  \\.cI-c i ~ ~ t l u c ~ l t ~ . ~ l  c ~ \ t . l l > l ~ \ l ~ ~ ~ ~ L ~ ~ ~ t  ti<~~l-['\ . ~ t  t11~ '  f ~ ~ - r i l . o l ~ t  of  
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Kothschild imnlediately joiued in and so did the Hon.  l iobert  Jatnes, \vho thought 
it an excelle~it plan.They forriled a cosy and select syndicate. Forrest \\,as kern to 
keep the ~ iumber  ofsubscribers small, so that the seed could be easily divided. the 
RBGE having a selection if desired. Forrest e~nphasised that the project was a 
ga~r~ble,  but to these enterprising and wealthy gardeners it was a ga~nble well worth 
taking. The  sche~ne had the support ofWright  Smith. \vho confirmed that those 
ranges inYutinan had 'the   no st distinctive alpine flora in Asia'. 

Within &ys Forrest assured McLarell that Ihe was willing to assist them to the best 
of his hilit): and he had already taken steps to get ill touch with his men throug~l 
~nissionaries and Chinese biends in Tengyueh and Lichiang. Ever obliging for his 
patrons, he was soon sending McLaren a list of  names of the species to be found on 
the Tali ; ~ n d  Lichiang Ranges, seeds of which 'we may manage to collect for you'. 

Forrest had his eye operation the following month. happy that he had started on 
a new project. Characteristically, he even cabled to Upper Burma while he was in 
the n ~ ~ r s i n g  home; wherever he was. his cabling and letter writing never ceased. 
However, whilc he was convalescing with his family on the Isle of Armn he had 
bad news. H e  reported to  McLaren, 'complete t'iilure of  telegraphic 
conltnunication with Y~lnnan'. H e  had tried every route without getting througl~ 
and found that all conumunic'itions were afl2cted by political disturbances in the 
province.With great regret he had to admit that it was getting too late in the season 
'to get the machinery in motion with m y  prospect of a paying harvest'. All he 
could do was to offer to try again the followi~ig year, 1029. which would give more 
time to make the necessary arrangenlents. Determined and tenacious as ever, 
Forrest was keen to have another go, and he cannily challenged McLaren \\:hen 
writing to him: 'Even should you withdmur from the venture Iny intention is to 
carr) it out alone'. McLare~t rose to the bait magnificently, giving the go-ahe'id for 
the following year, sure that his three hielids would be of the same opinion; if not, 
he \vould either take another share o r  replace one of them. He did not want to let 
the idea go. H e  wanted inore seed.The arranget~irnt stood tirtii. 

In the spring of  1929 Forrest began to nlake pldlis for the ~ r ~ ) p o s e d  ~ L I ~ L I I I I I I  

harvest ofseed inY~innan, whilc McLaren wrote d o w t ~  a list ofdesirable plants horn 
which he wanted seed. Forrest explaitled t h ~ r  whilst most of these would be Ivithin 
reach of his collectors oti their best known beats, others \vould be tnnre diilicult. 
'As most of the pl;lnts grow on screes and ledges of cliff; you will u~iderstand how 
difficult it is to get anything approaching a satisf:ictory quat~tity.'" Some plants 
\vould be too rare. or ~lotoriously poor seeders or difficult to describe \vithout 
showing his me11 the details. For example, he explai~led, "'a primro\e by the river's 
brim" - niav be said [by] nlany of niy mCn as well 'IS oiir ow11 people herr'. 
McLare~i ~mdrrstood and was not put off. 

A nlissionary now in Lichiang. Revd James H. Andrr\\~s. .lgreed to contact 2nd 
help supervise Forrest's collectors. concentrati~ig on  thr  t\vo ranges '111d district$ of 
T;lli ;und Lichiang, but ~v i th  the poscibility of exploring ii~rtlier  field in the Muli 
and Chungtien arear.They conl~ l~enced  collecting on  1 July. enrlv e n o ~ ~ g h  in the 
season for all th.it nra\ asked o i them.  Forrest  IS optitnistic oftheir Il,irvert, hecause 
the men enlployed h ~ d  all served h i n ~  for right to tn.elve ye'irs. 

Even on holiday \\.it11 his fanlily in Twe~*d\muir. t iwn thc end of August to early 
Septeniber. F o r ~ ~ s t  \\'.IS still at the helni. \vritil~g letter\ to Wright Sn~itli. McL.irt-n and 
to his Inen inYunn.111. to keep everything o n  schedule \ \ . ~ r h o ~ ~ t  .i hitch. Hr  could not 
resict tlie Ii~ppy thouglit that there was .i cli~il~ce that Ili\ nlrn n i ~ ~ h t  lind \onietliing 
new* but, ns al\vays, he t e~ l lper~d  hope \\.it11 recilis~n, ;In({ \ \ . I \ L . I ~  \\.rote .I \\;;uning. 'I'\.r 
~ - ' ~ ~ \ h e d  the lever but ot1c.e gnins I c.111 oldy p.irtially co~itl*,l tlir ~ i ~ c ~ ~ h . ~ ~ i i s r n ' . ' ' '  



Forrest was in a strange but privileged position. He was advising and dictat~ng \vhat 
should be done inyunnan. but that was the li111it of his invol\:ement dnd he was free 
to have a fanlily holiday in the hills.The whole family \vas enjoying this. and Forrest 
war glad to be away 'fro111 the beastly city', reporting that 'the fishing has been poor, 
but we have lots of fun a m o ~ ~ g t  the bunnies.Thr country is very bare and with a .22 
rifle the sport is aln~ost as exciting as deer stalking'.'- He war happy and well and 
could see with both ryes. Contact with his men was restored ~ n d  dreana ofreturning 
toYunnan in the future \were being mulled over in his ~nind.  

Meamvhile, administration by others continued efficiently. :.vith Forrest's 
guiddnce. Forrest learned that the currency iriYunnan was debased. and the cost of  
living had risen almost 200 per cent since he \c7as last there, but he used his bank 
account in Rangoon to send rupees into the country, and McLaren sent A1C)O to 
Andre\v3s account in the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank. It was then iriiperative to 
make sure that the collections were brought out of Yunnan with the greatest 
possible speed and without the cases being opened and re-packed, injuring the 
contents. Forrest approached this with ds rnuch care .IS others ~vould give to the 
esport of  the most delicate and beautifill porcelain from China. 

Forrest was used to pulling strings arid making personal visits to key people with 
influence.The Chinese Maritime Custonls were still administered froln Britain. so 
he advocated a personal call at the Head Office in London where, 'a friend of 
nune', Mr  Stephenson, was probably the Conl~nissioner in charge. If ~~ot , 'ar lother  
of lily hiends - Mr Shone - may be. .. . 1 am sure either of theni will gladly assist 
you'. l luring his last three expeditions Forrest had also h ~ d  to gain consent of the 
Irispector-General of the Chinese Customs at Peking. So Forrest advised. 

your brct appro~ch to hi111 would be through the intluence of the Foreigi Office and 
our ~ninister a t  Peking. . . . Sir Francec Aglen, l ~ t e  Inspector-Gmerd of the Chinese 
Custonls could probably give vou rnuch information.'" 

Forrest knew how to make things happen. 
It seems that Wright Smith and McLaren di\.ided the jobs b e m e n  them. Snuth 

using his official influence as Regius Keeper of the lU3C;E. He w a s  to be the official 
receiver of the crates in Britain, and. follo\ving Forrest's instructions. he wrote to key 
people in Yunnan and Upper Burrna to request their help. H e  wrote to the 
Conl~nissioner of Custonls and H.M. Consul atTenaweh to facilitate the dispatch of  
cases to Bhamo. in Upper Burma. H e  also \tlrote to the Conlnlissioner at Bh'mo to 
ask him to see t h ~ t  nlaterial \was not held up there, and to Messrs Cook at Rangoon. 
to ask them to send the material by the first boat possible. McLaren agreed to pay the 
cost of freight into and out o fY~~unan  and ho~nrwards.Arm~lgeriients were well under 
way. Among themselves, the \vhole enterprise \ws referred to as the 'Forrest' 
expedition. even though Forrest himself did not go to Yunnan. 

In late September a report was sent to Forrest that everything was running 
smoothly. The Inen \wre working wvell. They had nlade collection of &ied plants 
of over 400 species and the seeds of a good fen. plants were 'dlready in hand'.Then 
Forrest had the most 'heartening news' possible: his nlost reliable of nlm.  his 
long-term headman, Chao. had soniehow liea~rl that Forrest had wi t ten  arid he had 
resigned a job in distant T.lchien-lu in order to join Forrest's men at Lichi~ng. Forrest 
\ws thrilled and relieved to tell McLaren that Chao nas no\\ running the business, 

.I< I h~\.e cvcry faith in bun kno\ving he \\.ill do his utmost to make it a succesc . . . and 
\\-he11 I t I i inL o i  the 250 ~ ~ ~ i l e c .  [oi] rough .~nd dangcmur country bet~vren Tachien-lu 
'~nd Lichl~ng I .In1  mazed, .~nd not n little p ro~~d.  of his tidelity. I hope \VC I T I . ~ ~  nlret 
apnin \o t h ~ t  1 (.A11 thank ~ I I I I . ' ' '  



By the end  o f  December  192'9, the whole  collection had been d i ~ p a t ~ 1 ~ ~ d .  
conlprising o n e  case o f  seeds and two  cases o f  dried plants for identification ill the 
R B G E  herbar iu~n.  Some  o f  Forrest's m e n  had taken the cases to  the Comn1itsioner 
o f  Chinese C u s t o n ~ s  i n T e r l ~ ~ ~ 1 e 1 1 ,  \\lit11 a covering letter requesting that they should 
be fomfarded to Rangoon .  

While  the seeds were sailing to  Britain, the  news spread.The Marquis o f  Headfort 
wrote from his h o m e  in Ireland, o n  his personal blue notepaper, conlplete with 
Latin rllotto, to McLaren: 

I believe you 'Ire fin.incing Forrest'\ collectors this winter in China and I was wonderillg 
whether it \vould be possible for you to let nle have a snlall share in this expedition. 

H e  and another gardener hoped to  have a half share each: ' I  should b e  very grateful 
if you ~ v o u l d  let m e  in with him'."' 

As it happened, McLaren had been concerned that the money so far given would not 
cover aU expenses, so he took another share in the 'expedition' for ASO, and presu~nably 
this was dvided ur~officially benveen the Marquis of  Headfort and his friend." 

In early April the cases arrived safely in Glasgow by S.S. B~rrma, and they were 
welcomed in R B G E  by Wright  Snllth and Forrest, w h o  imnlediately spent the 
weekend sorting t l~ rough  then1.There had been some confusion inKlnnan  in the 
numbering o f  species, Chinese characters being  nixed with the nunlerals universal 
in the West, but there was plenty o f  seed. Forrest wrote jubilantly to  McLaren: 

an ample supply of seed of some 320 species has been writ, many very tine thing being 
represented ... I feel sure you will  be satisfied with the recultr." 

H e  listed some exa~~lp le s :  species o f  Clematis, Gentian,  Lilium, Magnolia, 
Meconopsis, No~nochar i s ,  I'ri~mula and Saxifrage, and n o w  that the collection had 
arrived, the  last payment o f  AS0 was sent t o  M r  Andrews in Lichiangf~~.  O n  
16 April 1930 Wright  Smith sent the  first c o n s i g n ~ n e ~ l t  o f  seed to  McLaren and the 
other shareholders. As there was a balance o f  A40.10.0 in the account, McLaren 
gladly paid this t o  Forrest. 

There  were smiles and congratulations all round. S t e r ~ ~  \vrotr to McLaren: 

M y  dear H'irry, Many ro~~gr.ltulatlons on the succets of theYunnan idea. A wo~iderful 
lot of seed has arrived. I t  wrs your brain wave and J fine one." 

O n  the same day, Forrest also wrote t o  McLaren: 

Thanks for ... the vcry kind way you write with ~.egard to the little I have donc. I also 
have had great satisf;iction in the result\ of I;~st yr;lr'\ work. if only ill k~rowing thdt Iny 
men are still faithful, and e.1gt.r to terve me.. . I  wnc not expecting any gratuity to collie 
my way thougl~ it is vcry k111c1 of ~ O L I  to t l l i ~ ~ k  of it." 

Forrest reiterated his thanks to all the sponsors In hi$ next letter to McLaren, and 111s 
genuine gratitude and appreciation for the money was partly linked to hit recent 
move from Edinburgh. H e  was writing fro111 a cplenciid, newly acquil-ed, det.~ched 
nla~ision called 'Uellfield', at Eskbank, Midlothian, where he and clement in.^ p1.rllnt.d 
to enjoy the gardcn and count~yside  in his retire~nent.  Knowing McLaren's pleasure 
at Forrest's help, he could not resist a per'ional I'OSI Scripl: 

We h ~ v c  removrci to the country about 0 miles South of Eti~nburgh. . I I I ~  I \ h o ~ ~ l d  he 
g1-eatly indebted if you could givc nre one o r  two \hruh\ for 111). place hcrr!" 

McLaren's initial desires had heen met. Forrest\ reput.~tion h,rd incre.l.;rd ~ n d  hit 
spirit\ and confidence were high. Looking back to the e'11.l~ d;~yc of his pl;unt-l~~~nting 



career, ho\v f ;~ r  he  had come! Originally he had been the servant of  coninierce, 
exploring and picking the plants \vith relatively little help. No\\- that he had trained 
a faithful band o f  experienced local collectors. and h'id the experience, friends and 
influence to 'pull the levers', he could stay in Britain. have an opent ion and buy a 
larger house in the country, \vhile 'his men'  still \vorked for him. 

Looked at another uPay he had acquired the cachet and experience to satisfy and 
serve the appetites and competitive urges o f  the capitalists. by producing the 
primary products, the seeds o f  plants for their gardens. wlthout leaving honir.  

But essentially Forrest was still an explorer at heart. longing to  return to his loyal 
men, the hills and people. the \\,ilderness and dangers o fyunnan .  His main aim, 
no\y was  t o  return o n e  last t ime to Yunnan, and plans were already taking shape. In 
his 111ind he  was there already. and it \vould take an awful lot t o  stop him. 

Seeking sponsors 
111 Nove~nber  1029 Wright Smith dined at a s~nall elite club, the Garden Sociev. 
\vhose ~nernbers all belonged to the R H S .  H e  discussed with Lionel de  Rothschild 
and other keen gardeners the possibilip o f  Forrest going one last time toYunnan for 
seed. After consulting Forrest. a clever plan emerged. Subscribers could be offered 
teed h o ~ n  t\vo seasons for the cost of  one expedition, if Forrest's men  collected in 
autunm 1030 hefore Forrest drriwred. H e  wwuld stay inYunnan until january 1932. 

Plate 135. , . lri .ror~,~o r n r t d i d i ~ i i r ~ t ~ r r ~ t ,  
d~rcovered by Forrest in the 
Frnpkou \.alley. N.W.Yunnan in 
19 14. I t  is hardy and widely 
available in Britain. From Cilrr isS 
Bordrritnl dfd.qn,-irlc, t.9549. 



Yo11 \ \ I 1 1  1'1. 1111 11111\ 011,. 111 111, lJji\ \\11,1  111, I  \ l l . l l i .  111 111,. I \,~1~111111111 111<1. 11 111 ( ) ( \  

\\1,11. \ \ I l l  I )< .  I l l  ] . C l \ \ < . * \ I O I I  < > I  \ r 0 1 1 . \  i l l  111111"\ 1,1111, I l l \ \  I , ,  \11, (  11, ill ' : , l l l l L l l ~  



Mjny .Ire \\.cll-krio\vn ll.II11c\. SOlllc' ~ l l ~ i O \ \ ' ~ c i  ~lc)rtle~lllt~ll'.l~ L . L I ~ \  ((:or!: (:ro<ticIJ, 
LoJsr. Lionel d r  l<oth.rchil~l). Lord Walter I<oth\chilcl p ~ i d  /_:5011 to gci hil-d\ ti,r 
t I l r  N J ~ L I ~ J I  History M L I S ~ L I I I I .  C )ver I l ~ l f  \vcbre kce.11 gro\\.cri of  r I~oclocic~idro~~\ .  
nlaliy being member\  of  thc I < l i o d o d t ~ ~ ~ d r o ~ i  \oclrt \ .  \ \ - ~ t h  1.1o11~l clc l ioth\c.h~ld o f  
Exbury .~rld Adn1ir.11 t - l c n e ~ g c - V l \ . i . ~ ~ ~  of  (:l!rn~b C:.l\rlr, neJr \\\.rn\c.~. b e ~ r l ~  
reipcctivrly the  fir\t 1'rc.cident 'rnti V ~ c ~ e - l ' r c \ ~ c l c ~ ~ t  o f  the I<hocic>cic.~lLlro~l 
A~.;ocintiou. Ainong thetr  espc.rts J.H. S t e \ . t . ~ i \ o ~ ~  ofTo\\-c.r C:ourt. A ~ o t .  \ v h o ~ n  
Forrest li.~J helped in the prcbp.~rL~ti(>li o f  the Ie)~lg-.~\v~itccI .IIIL~ cI.i~\ic I i . ~ ~ ~ t l l > ~ > ~ k .  
7.11~ s~~ccjcx ~ ! j R l ~ o d ~ ~ ~ i c ~ ~ ( l ~ ~ o ~ ~ ,  \ v l ~ i c l ~  \{.,ls pl11~11sI~c~ci 111 ll).\O. EL~rIicr,J.C:. W11lia11i\ I I J L ~  
tre;li~l~-cd ~ ~ J I ~ o L I I - ' ~  r l ~ o c i o ( i e ~ ~ c i r o ~ ~  p t ~ l ~ l i c - ~ ~ t i o ~ i ~ .  Iook111g fi>r\\.~rci t o  re~di11g tlle111 
'\\,it11 gl-eedy rye\'. kcc-pi~lg them 0 1 1  hi\ dc\k o r  by bedjidc. ~ n d  t l l ~ ~ ~ i i b l ~ i g  tllelil 
'illto .I d i i g r ~ c r t i ~ l  i t .~te ' .- '  No\\. Lio11c.l dc I<oth<ih~ld.  \\-ho I i ~ d  1)ct.n gl.ld of  
Willi,lmi' .ld\-ice \vht.n creating hi\ g.irdt,n .lt Exbur!.. I - ~ . I L ~  through thc \vholc. ol' 
7 7 1 ~  spciic., o / ' R l ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ A c ~ ~ r ~ i r o ~ ~  o n  hol ida\  ' I  . I I I ~  I c . ~ v ~ ~ i g  Lolidon today for a y . i c l i t~n~  
~ ~ L I ~ S C  i l l  the 13.1ltic .111ci \11.111 not be b ~ c k  ior \is \\.t.zki' hc. \\-rote to T.19;. the 
r l i o d o d ~ ~ i d ~ - o n  tslxonomlrt ~t t h r  l<l3(;E 011 17 !ul\' 1')3( 1. Anothe1- rhodode~idron 
l o \ ~ e ~ -  \\-.I\ Co l .  (1dtt.r Sir ! . i ~ i ~ ~ \ )  HOI- I IC .~ ,  \\-liow 1>~1\i11ei\ ~cicircss \\-.I< .Hc)~-lick'\ 
~ n ' ~ l t e d  niilk <:o.. Ltd., Slough (Uuck\)'. 

Fol-rcit'i ti 11.11 e ~ p e c i ~ t ~ o n  .~trr.lrtcd t ~ ~ g l i t  Scotti\h .uld r\{.o Iri\h \pc>llrurt ( l ' l~ t r  0 5 ) .  
The  Scotti\h contingcrlt ~ n ~ l u d e d  Mc.1 ) o ~ ~ a l l  o f  Log.ln ,111ci F I G  U ~ l f i ) ~ ~ r  o i  I).~\\?ck. 
gi\-i l~g t l~z i r  ~ I - C ~ ~ I I \  .III e.11.1\, l i i \ tor~c 111ik \ \ .~tl i  the lL13GE 11efo1-e 1wi11g p c ~ ~ - t i , ~ I l ~ ~  o r  
\\.11011~- incorpor.ltc.d. A n o t h r r  Scotti \h \poll\or \v.15 E . H . M .  (:ox, \\.lie 
~czonlp.lnied Fdrrzr 011 p.11-t o f  hi\ I ~ r t  JOLII-IIC).. Act-oi\ tile \2,1. Lorti He,~ciL)rt. 
I'resiclent of  the I\o\..11 H o r t ~ c ~ ~ l t u l - ~ l  S o c i e ~ .  of  Irel,lnd. h ~ d  received jome ieeci 
horn edrliel. F o r ~ - ~ s t  rspedition\.  even though he h.id not been .I ipon501-. H e  
~nvi tcd  Forre\t to \ec hi\ g.1rdc.n. dnd zo11tributc.d /_'I00 to the final cspedi t io~l  
( . t ho~~ t  A:3.000 tod.i\,) (I'l.~te\ I30 .lnd 137). He.ldhrt'i \i\ter. L.IJ!. l3r:ltrlx St.lnlc\. 
\\.:I\ o n e  of FOI-~-cst'\ more  c o l o u r f ~ ~ l  \pc)115or\. M-~rr ied  to the (;overnor o i  bl.ldr.~\. 
\he \\-.I\ to he ~\\..~rcizd the 11iipe1-i.ll O r ~ i ~ r  o f  tllc C:ro\v11 of Indi.1. a btje\\.cllcd 
hrr.iit h.idgr \\-it11 Q ~ ~ c e n V ~ r . t o l - ~ d ' c  monogr.lm i u r ~ i i o u ~ l t r d  h\- .in impc.1-i.ll cro\\ n .  

She \\-,I\ 'I t ~ l z ~ i r t ~ i  hot.ln~c..ll .II-ti\t ( \onle o f  her '11-.i\v~ngi o f  Indl.ln pl'int\ .i~-t, . ~ t  

the ILHS). J I I ~  \lit, L . I - ~ . I ~ L J L ~  .I lo\-ely g.~rdt\n in the hills of  O o t . ~ c . ~ m u n J .  but . ~ i k e J  
th .~t  Forre~t ' \  ic.c.d\ be \ c ~ l t  to Iic.1- I I L S ' I ~  g.lrdrnri- . ~ t  S ~ b b ~ r t o f t  hl.lnc>~-. 
M.II-kct H.u .horo~~gl i .  

Tlic hI.lrchiont~\\ o f  Lolldoncierr\: L.IJ\. Edith Helen. of  M o u ~ i t  Stt,\v.u-t. 
(:o. I )o\vn. h.ld \-iiitt.ei M c L ~ r c ~ i  .I[ 13oci11.1nt L)r .I g~i-cit.ni~lg \\.t.t.kenci in M.I\ l c ) j l ( )  

J I I ~  ln\.ited Forre\[ to \- it I1c.r. Hut t1111e \\..Is r lo\ \ -  p r~*i i ing or1 Forreit ,lnd lit. h.lci 
to dc.trr t h ~ \  . ~ n ~ i  o thcr  \.i\it\ u~l t i l  111s ~ L T I I I - 1 1  111 10.32. H I \  ver \  c - o l l r t e ~ ~ ~ \  ~ - ~ p l \  t o  

tlic M.~rchiolic\\ \\-.I\ .~pprc.ci.~t~il \o 1ii~1c.11 tll.lt it \\-.I\ p.l\tcd i l l  her di'lr)-." 
A tot.11 o f ~ : . i . c ) 7 i  \\..I\ I-.li\ccl. hut onl! ti\.e f~lll \Il.~re\ oiA:.SOO \\-ere. t.1ke11 .111ci 

~\ \ .c I I~> ' -L>LII-  s~~O\c.r~l>c*~-\ p , ~ ~ c i  A: I OO 01- IL-\\ (\t.e A ~ ~ C I I L ~ I X  3) .  Tlie \ \ ~ l c i i ~ ~ t e  of  
thil-ty-nine. \ \ ] lo \ u p p o ~ - t c ~ i  Fo~-~.t.\t', ti11.1l c * \ - p e d ~ t ~ o ~ l  \\..I\ proh.thl\. the I.~l-ge\t t h ~ t  
h.ld tlic.11 hCc.1~ . ~ \ \ c ~ l l h l ~ ~ ~ l  L,I- .I collector. \\.it11 \pon\or\  from .\I1 o v t ~  13rit.lin 
( l ' l~ t e  0.5) J I I ~ I  ~ ~ O I I I  g,ircic~~i\ L31g . I I ~ L ~  \ I I I . I I I .  

In 0c.tohL.r 1').30. o ~ l l y  ti\-c, \j.cL.k\ bL.k)rc. d t . l i .~~- tur~.  FOI-I-ett .idmitted 'time I \  .III  
too \hart k,r \\.li.lt I I~.i\.c to .~~.c-ol~lpl i \h ' . '  111.; hit.nd. <;eol-gC TLaylor. .I ~ L I ~ L I ~ C  

I )irt.c.toi- of  Kc'\\'. \ \ . C > L I I ~ ~  II.I\.~. l ~ \ . c > ~ i  t o  go  \ \ . ~ t l i  111111, 1i11t \\-.I\ t1ie11 \\.orki~ig 111 t l ic 

dcptli\ o f  thc N.lru~-.rl t l~ \ to~-!-  M L I \ ~ , ~ I I I I .  Forrc\r zo~l ld  not re<i\t ~.ndirig .I Icttcr to 
111111: ' I  t ~ - ~ \ t  , . . tI1,1t \. , )LI k e ~ L ~ p  f i t  t l l ~ l ~ g l ~  \ \ . c , ~ ~ I I I ~  111 t l l ~ t  J \ \ - ~ L I I  p l ~ ~ c . ~ T l ~ i ~ i k  of l i ie  
0 1 1  the, \u11-llt I - . r l l ~ L ~ \  ot-\'l11111.111!' 

l'1.1tL. I .;7. (;'OI,:L> FCII-~LV, 
}7l1c)tc~~l-.l~~llcLi .It tiL-,lL{ti)rc, 
I I C , I ~  Kc~Il\. 11c)rtIl of 
I ~ ~ l L l l l l l ,  0 1 )  25 rV1<1y l')311 
b\. (:.I1. lL.lt-till. \ \ . l ) l )  \\ 1-otc 
O I I  thc 1i.lck.'W~th 
c c ~ n ~ l i l ~ t ~ ) c ~ ~ ) t \  .111<1 Lw\t 
\ \ . l \ I l ~ \  ti.oll) \-ou1- tYl~~ll<l. 
( - . I '  l<~ltliIl.. 





CHAI'TEIC TWELVE 

The Final Expedition 

Dcrltll closc,s al l :  hrrr sornctlrrr~,q crt. (Ire c r d ,  

Sorrrc work qf rrt)hlc rrotc, rnuy )lcvr bc don[. 

Lord Tc111i)~on' 

B eneath the bustle of  activity Forrest had a steely resolution in preparing for this 
final expedition. H e  had a firm belief in his own continuing strength and 

abilit): H e  knew his fitness fi.om daily walking and fanlily holidays in the hills: he 
might be fifty-seven years old, but he could walk thirty miles in a day. His zest and 
enthusiasm were undiminished and he relished the challenge of  a new expedition. 
He was confident in the complete backing of Wright Snlith, and that his \vife 
understood his desire for one more, last, expedition. H e  expected to  be away no 
longer than eighteen lnonths and he would write to her regularly. H e  lefi home on 
the morning of  7 November 1930, keen to savour again the richest temperate tlora 
of the wrorld. 

Fraught times with Major Johnston 
Major Lawrence Waterbury Johnston, founder of  the fanlous garden of Hidcote 
Manor, Gloucertershire, was a generous subscriber to this ex~edit ion.  Ho\vevt-r, 
Forrest's decision to let Johnston join him in China soon proved to be mistaken. 

Forrest had been rather n~ysteriously warned. 'Cherry' Ingram, Reginald Cory 
and George Taylor had recently been with Johnston on a plant-hunting expedition 
to South Africa,' and advised against hinl as a travelling conlpanion. However. it 
seetns that Forrest did not fully understand their reasons. 

Lawrence Johnston was keenly intel-ested in the plants that Forrest had 
introduced and longed for some seed for his ow-1-n garden. In 1929 he wrote to H.D. 
McLaren, offering hi111 L50 towards the syndicate that he was organising to fund 
Forrest's collectors.' H e  contemplated going toyunrlan alone, but then rejected this 
in favour ofjoining Forrest a year later.' Forrest wavered. but eventually consented. 
It is intriguing, for Forrest had never taken anyone with him from Britain before. 
He had invited the young George Taylor, who \vould have been an excellent, keen 
and fit assistant. but Taylor's new appointment at the Natural History Museuni 
prevented him fi.0111 taking up the 0tft.r.' We don't know \\.hat influenced Forrest 
to then accept Johnston as con~panion: perhaps it was Johnston's persistence - he 
had been helpful in enrolling subscribers - perhaps the A500 he invested in 
Forrest's expedition was a lever. 

The t\vo tnen approached the expedition very diffrrently.This was partly because 
of their contrasting backgrounds, partly their personalities. They \tlere roughly the 
same age, and Johnston \vas a keen and creative gardener who shared Forrest's 
enthusiasnl for neu8 p r d e n  plants, but their lifesples were very different. Johnston 
was a \vealtl-ry American bachelor \vho had settled with his mother in England. H e  
had spent twenty years in the Army. e11joyt.d 'Society' friends, house parties and 
antiques. and his social credibility was iniportant to him.* H e  had tm.0 properties, 
Hidcote and LJ Serre de la Madone. near Mentone in the south of France. Just 
before he joined Forrest's expedition. Hidcote featured in the August 1930 edition 
of Corrrrrr.)~ Llti,. In this gdrden Johnston employed a permanent staff of five 
gardeners, with l0cdl p<~rt-time help when needed.. In neither of his properties, in 

Opposite: 
I'late 138. Iris ~rwrtii, 
inrrod~~ced by Mqor 
Johnston. The pl~nt  
illustrated w a s  shown by 
Lord Aherconway 
(forn~erly the Hon. H.D. 
MsLaren) and given an 
Awxd of Merit it] 1938. 



England o r  France, did he  ever need to  get his hands dirty. H e  was not llsed to 
'roughing it' in any way. since h e  enjoyed an anlple income, a cultured milieu, his 
own valet, butler. housekeeper and a large dolllestic staff - a lifestyle epitonlised 
perhaps by his habit o f  driving a Lancia himself, while his chautkur  drove the 
Bentley. Illdeed, his chauffeur and valet accompanied hini o n  the South Africall 
especiition. Forrest never owlied a car. 

With  this in nlilld, it is perhaps understandable that problelns arose. For Johnston, 
it w:is probably a 'holiday with a purpose', an opportunity to  see and collect some 
new garden plants. For Forrest, his work was the whole  purpose o f  thejourney.This 
upas to he the climax o f  his life's work before he  retired. H e  had been con~missioned 
and felt a strong sense o f  duty to  use the expedition t ime well. Everything was 
falniliar and he felt 110 wish to  dally. H e  felt the  pressure o f  his subscribers' 
expectancy as well as his own .  H e  desperately wanted to  push on ,  especially as there 
were many questio~ls at the back o f  his mind: would his team o f  collectors be at 
Tengy~leh to  meet him? Had they found the seed his subscribers wanted? Would 
this espedition be a success? Tensions built u p  between the two  men,  especially 
when  Forrest felt that Johnston was not  helping. 

Johnston, w h o  has been described as a 'birdlike, irieffectual' ~nan , '  was drawn to 
socialising with the British conlnlunity. Forrest, o n  the other hand, expected Johnston 
to share in the practical preparations as part o f  the expedition. It was not a situation 
likely to be  friction free. Forrest described Johnston's aloofness in Rangoon: 

Everythi~ig devolved on me, cecuring pareports and permits. callitig on the various 
official$. booking berths and securing ticket?, etc. etc. 1 lidd all the purchatr of 
equipment to .itrerid to .111d getting rtores of food stuffs, drugs. tents ctc. 

Money problems 11lade the situation worse: 

I ordered a suficicnt supply of rtores for a year, on the undertranding that he \vo~~ld 
pay hi\ share. He 'oolly infor~iied me that nuking up lictr of \torec and purchasing 
them bored him to cstirlction al~noct, dnd berides it wac much too hot to ~ t t end  to 
such nutrere!! Then he left rne to pay for the transport o f t h r  purchases to Bhnmo ar~d 
also t o  here (Tcn~yueh].  I am no\v out of tiocket with that dnd other expensee for our 
j o ~ ~ r r ~ e y  to the amount of Ilpc. [rupees] 500/-! 

U p o n  arriving in Uhamo, Johnston socialised with the  liospitclble British lleputy 
Conlmissio~ier dnd his wife instead o f  helping Forrest to prepare for the overland 
journey into China.  Forrest was left t o  engage the  chairs and chairbearers, coolies 
and ~ n u l e  transport. H e  graphically wrote o f  his frustration: 

I had only an Indian boy as help, 'lnd '19 my (:liinete \vat ;i hit ~-u\ty I had 1i.lrd row 
to hoe and was \r.cll put to it at tirncc.Tlicrc WAS 111uch I ~ c  could 1 1 . 1 ~ ~  done to lightell 
my labour\ but he w.1r bucy gCidding , I ~ O L I I I ~  every day.. . r id~ng i l l  tlic morning, tea .111d 
tennic 111 the aft~.rnoot~ a~iil bridge .it the club i l l  tlic evcnlng. 

Forrect described how his recentn~ent ;lnd 'inger built up: 

Knowing me as you do you may not believe I[, hut 1 w.1,  ore t l i a ~ l  p.itlent u~ider '11l 
of ~ t ,  hut at last I thd give \v.iy after I 1i.idii't scc11 I11111 for thrcc. d.ly\. I <en[ for hinl . i d  

ajked him \vhat lie nlc;int by all of it, dnd if he thought I \\,.IS .I Cook; courier 

~rrnnging a tour lor l1i111 ,11111 if he thought I paid to attc~ld to l i i~n. 

However, Forrest re.ilised he could not chal~ge c~nythil lg .lnJ Johnstoli never 
apologised. So \vlien Johnctoli then fell terioudy ill, Forrcst. w h o  never sut1it.rt.d 
fools gladly, could not re\iyt ,i cutting gibc.: 'App.~~~c.ntly he h;iJ ~ o n t r ~ i c t e d  .I cevere 
chill tllrough exhausting hi111st.lf in p l n y ~ l , ~  tennih ,uid t1ic.11 \ittlng coolin:: ofT 





instcad o f  changing'. Johnston's co~ldi t ion worsened: 

7'11~ Uh.ilnc3 I)~visioll.ll surgcoll \k8.ls called in to dttC11ti to hi111.. .he infornie~i me [IlJt  
Johnston \vas i l l  a v t ~ y  b.~d stntr i~lternally, chronic congestion of tlie I~ver, l u l l p  
esc.erdingly weak, .~nd Iicdrt ; I I I ~  kidlicys bad. ~ n d  tI1.1t it would bc c x t r c ~ ~ ~ ~ . l y  dangerous 
for hini to attempt such .I Jourl~ey illto Y ~ ~ n ~ l d n  .IS we I1.1d ~ o ~ i t ~ n i p l a t e d .  

Johnston was forced to  stay behind ill B h a ~ n o  to  recuperate. Forrest hectically 
c.ancclled the arrangelnents for Johnston's onward journey and left I-ri~li hehilid, 
setting otf, at last, for tlie Cliinrse border town o f T e n k y ~ ~ e h .  O n  arrival, he poured 
ou t  his troubles ill a letter to Wright  Smith.  ' I  have had a nlost harassing t i~ile ' ,  he 
wrotc in February 193 1 ." 

Had I raked (;.U. with .i snlall tootli c o ~ n b  I co~lldl~' t  have kx~nd  ;I worse col~lpal~ioll 
tIi;ln Johnston, and I c'rllnot sdy 1 1 0 ~  oftell during the p.lst three lnonth\ I havr cursed 
~ny\rlf  for being ro foolish i l l  consenti~~g to hini .~ccornp.~nying me! 1 have ~ndcrd P J I ~  

for nly folly! 

Ho\vcvcr. a heart-warnling w e l c o ~ n e  awaited hinl .The Co~nmiss ioner  o f  Cu\tonls 
gave him acconlmodation and Forl-esth headmr~r~ .  C:hao, and eighteen o f  hi5 trained 
collectors \were in towti t o  greet l i i n ~ .  T h e  imnlediately recognisable and f;lnliliar 
figure o f  Forrest w ;~s  present anlongst them again, after a gap o f  four years. They 
proudly slio\ved him their haul o f  the previous yeilr, 'a collection o f  h e r b a r i ~  
numbering nearly 1.000 spp. [species] with seed o f  some 3-400 o f  them'.  Forrest 
was thrilled. 

Forrest's rejoicing was interrupted by a determined Johnston who,  against all 
.i~ivice. had under tnkr~l  a nine-day trek in sub-tropical c ~ n d i t i o n s  fro111 l3lld111o to 
T e n g y ~ ~ e l i .  H e  had been carried in a sedan chclir, hut the trnck was uneven and 
progress slow a$ the old trade route w o ~ ~ n d  through the ~ ~ i o u n t a i n s  and thtb gorge 
o f  the Taping river. For a sick nlnn used to the c u n f o r t  o f  2 lusurious l in~ousine 
on English country Iruies, tlie journey was .i great strain. H e  bccanle even niore 
seriously ill. Indeecl, Forrest (cared 'poor Johnston woulci h.ive gone uncier for 
keeps' if medical aid Iiad not been cluickly provided by the Dritisli C o ~ i s u l  and the 
Conlniissioner o f  C:usto~~ls. Johnston was warned by the doctor t11~1t he held 
life-threatening condition ; ~ n d  he dt%cidcd he  had better give up  .~ r l c l  return to hi5 
second honie in the south o f  Fr;ince. Forrest fe;ired thdt J o l i ~ ~ s t o n  would not .~b id r  
by this decisiori. H c  \\,rote that as Joh~ l s ton  'changes his ~ i l ind  marc hc.cluently t l l ~ ~ l  

his socks' he would give 110 ~ L I J ~ ; I I I ~ W  w h ~ t  thc M;ljor \vol~ld do: 'Since tllc first 
d e n l ~ n d  n u d e  by him he hn5 ch.~nged his milid rcpe.ltedly'. Forrest's fe.lr w.1~ \\'ell 
f o ~ ~ n d e d .  W h e n  Johnston was c a u t i o ~ ~ e d  against .~ttcnlpting .I strenuous trek north 
with Forrest, he still \~c~n tu r rd  orltside T r n g y ~ ~ e l l ,  bcc;lmc seriol~sly i l l  fin .I third 
tinlr .111d h ; ~ d  to S . O . S .  for mcdic;il lirlp. 

O n e  final i~npasse illustr;ltes the ditlic-ultics .inti n i i \ undc r \ t a~ id i~~gs  b e t \ v c r ~ ~  these 
two men.  As he prcp.~rcd tc-, Ic.lv~., Johnst011 \v.~ritc~l to t.lkt. his sI1.1rc o f  tllc stores. 
but Forrest pointed out  tli.it the c-.lses Il.~d :~Ire;idy hccn \c.~lt*ci for the nes t  ~\~er l . i l ld  
journey to Lichi.1ng. Jol in \ to~l  \v;rrlted to bre;ik opcn thc t.;~\cs. Ho\vc\'er. thc rno1.e 
cspericncc,d Forrest re.iliscd this would Ic.ive t h e ~ i l  prvy t o  thie\~es. .ind tlic tliought 
of  rr-p;~c.king and re-st*.lling tlicm \\:.Is niore t l i n ~ ~  hc' C O L I I C ~  co~111t~1l.111c.c. Fo~.rest 
felt t l ~ ~ i t  111s p l ~ n s  c ~ ~ ~ d  111s lc.ici~*rsl~ip wcrc being t h ~ ~ ; ~ t ~ * ~ i c * ~ i  by ,]oI111sto11. HL, \\;.I\ I I O ~  

uscd to this o n  ;In c s p e d ~ t i o n  .ind h r  \aid that J o h n s t c > ~ ~  11;1d 'f.lllcn out  of' line'. 
Forrc\t olTcred to P;IY for hi\ con lp .~~ l io~ , ' s  \h,~rt .  o f  the storct, 1 ~ 1 t  . lolin\to~l r r f ~ l s ~ d .  
130th Illen wrrc  in t ra~l \ lgc~i t .  'The t c~ l \ ion  \\,.I\ ( . o ~ l l p o u ~ ~ d c t l  I>y For~.t*\t'\ o \ ~ l l  

reaction: ' I  cnn (>lily con\trtlc his rcfi~\.ll . i ~  . I I I  . i t t ~ % ~ i ~ l > t  t o  gi\.r Int. f ~ ~ r t l l ~ r  trollble'. 



o l l t I l l l l \ r  t l O \ \ L > i 1  O I I .  1 l l l l l l l l l , l t l l l g  I11 1 . 1 1 1 ~ 1 1 . 1 ~ i .  t l l  I t  I1C \ \0111 i i  111,\1'1 o t l l i ~ l ~ \ l \ c ~  Ll\C 



The bonus collection 
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Forrest's collectors and the  panda 
r o l l c ~ t  11.1~1 131011$llt \\It11 111111 ,I IlOOL t o  1<..1~1 [Il.lt I lL ,  LIILL\\ \\0111Li I1 I\t. .I \pcl1.11 

Ic\c>li,nlcL, I t  tr~iotilircd . I I I  A I ~ I L * ~  I ~ . . I I ~  c \ p c d ~ r ~ o ~ ~  tcl 11~1rir t o 1  the gl,rllr p ,u l~ i ,~  In the 
I.L.~IL)II 1101 r l ~  L ) (  \ '~IIIII.III 111 1')25-2') \\ 11~11 FOI I N  \\.I\ ~ r l l l  i l l  E ~ I I I ~ ~ ~ I I ~ ~ I  I IIC 
a i i th i )~i  \ tcrc t a \ r )  l ~ ~ u t l i c r r .  K L . ~ I I I I C  . ~ n d  T l i ~ ~ n ~ l r l l . ~ .  ILl~cr\r\zlr.J~ . \on\  o i  I'rL.\ldcwt 

Tl~cc)dct~c IL t io \~~ \c l t  9 g1.111t p,lnda \\.I\ \hot ,111ri tlic tie.1~1 , lnlnl .~l  \L . I I~  

tt lurnpIi.~~irl\ to thc' 5t.1te\. I>r.lnS .inic>llg tlic* t i 1 4 t  p.111il.1 \pcilnicIi\ e \ e r  r . \ ;h~hlre~i 

t hc~ .~+ .  I t  crc.itc~i .I \cn\.lrlcrll. .I\ m.ln\ zocrlog~+n h.id tho~ight r h . ~ r  tlic gl.lnt p.111d.i 

\\.I\ z\r111c t T l l l r  \\.I\ h c i c , ~ ~  ,III\ p n t  tl.iilci.~\ \\.ttrt' ~ . ~ p t i i r e d  .lnd t,~hc.tl live to zoc~5. 

th r l l l l t~g  n l ~ l l t o l ~ \  oi \ I \ I ~ O I \  

Forrc\r loc>Lcd fi>l-\\.ir~i to ~ c ~ c l i n g  ~ h o i l t  €hi\ h u n t  , ~ n d  otlc d'ly rhe oppurtulllty 

r*.llnt* to 1.c.1.1\ \\ it11 Ill\ r . o l l~ .~ to r \ .  He op~.tied thc horlh. 7i,irlrrt~ rlrc ( ; l , r r t r  121rr~l i r  ' 
Forrt.\te% I~r.~rl~ii ,rn.  C'h,lo, Irrohe~t o \c l  tcr wc the ptcruret <111d ~er .og~i i \ed  \ L ~ I I I ~  of 

rhc p~,oplc. IIL~L.IU\C lic h,1t1 bt-cn pal tl\ I I I \  1.d ('1130 h.l~i ~ C T I I  t~lrc'cl t o  w i i t  
t l ~ , r h z ~  r \tC\cllr. .In tngllbl~ n .~ tu r :~ l~ \ t  on thl\ L.\pc.~llt~oi~ S c c ~ r n \  \\.L\ rhc m.in 1c.it 

i l l  the lurt li \\ h c t ~  t ' l~ , i r>  ~c.turll~*<I r o  1~..1cl Forlc.\t; I I I ~ I I  t o1  .I \ r . ~ \ o n i  iollcctlng 
l ~ c t i ~ ~ ~ ~  For r~> \ t  .II I I \  L*<I [l)l,~tc 147) A\ i ~ ~ t ~ r ~ x l  ~ ) t '  h-11 rc*rf\ 111~11 IIJLI .II\o I W ~ I I  p ~ r t  of 
the p.111d.1 ~.\p~.~tl~rlclll, rllr.\ \\ clz L*,I$~I hlio\\ tllc lLoc,\~.\ r.1~3' \ el-\ion tri c\ L-II~, .  

.1111i t11c\ <I l l  Silt <.l[lgllt L I k l  111 tl1Lk \1(71\. 

At cq31 J I I I ~  r o  the. Ilo~>k. .i 1 oln 11~1rlrc.1 l1.1J tir\t rc.cn thc p.1nd.1 t.nirrglIlg f r r ) ~ ~ ~  tlic 

ll(>ll<l\\ o f  ,I \p1 il'*c tl.'<L- ,,I111 tI1c 1<170\c.\ c4t l~rc~ll,L*l \ \\ L * ~ L -  %lg,l,lllL~'~ t n  L L)llle .lll~i \CL> 

. I I \ I I ~ , I ~  l u \ t  111 tlnlc, Iw.t;,lc I L  \\.I\ lo\r ti0111 \~gl i t  Iri t l ~ e  h.ul~l~oc>*. rhc ILc~t~\c\clt  

1>1c>[l1<.1% 'fi~t,cl \ I I I ~ L I I ~ . I I I ~ ~ ~ > I I \ I \  ~t tlic o ~ ~ t l i ~ ~ c *  c ~ t ' r l ~ c ~  c ~ I v ~ ~ ~ L ~ . I ~ I I ~ ~  p1t1~i.1 lhlr11 \l~c>t\ 

toc~l  cttcl r 1 hc  11.111~1.1 \ \ .I \  ~I[ ,LIII~ICI  1111: tl110~1gl1 t l ~ c  ~ t ~ - l t i ~ . ~ i  %110\i '. \U rl~t' L > I L I ~ ~ I C L . \  
t i 1 ~ ~ 1  ' I ~ I I I T  r lit, , I . I I I < I  I fL.11. [VIC  I cc 01 L . 1 c L i  .tb1{1 III.IL+C <)ti t l ~ r o ~ ~ g l l  rIlc c1~11\el\. ~ ICI \ I  L I I ~  



h;lmhoos . . . then. t o  qilotc the book.'tIle chase c*lldt*ii ill srvel~ty-ti\:e y.lrci>. H'. 
a splerldid olii rllalt.'. 

Formst's r11c11 13~1g11ed \\;hen they Ilr.lrd tllis. Thzy  \vt.rv sul r  th.lt the I \ ~ o s e \ , ~ l ~ : ,  
\c.rl.c l y i l l ~  alld that they Ilevcr .~ctll.~lly killed tllr gi.111t ~ . I I I L ~ ~ .  111 .I cl1.1tt)~ letter tc> 
MCLnrel1 o f  130~111ant. Forrest rt-countcd tile t ~ l c  as told by his 111211: 

'TIIc- (ii.111t I )J I I~~.I '  t h ~  l<o~~s~vl-lts s~*cl~rc~i  lic~ci IWCYI tr.ick~-ti by .I IoL~.II Lolo 11ii11ter~ x l l~> t  

Iii111. . I I I ~  soI1i to tllc turn. h r  200 Sycchu.ln!!! . . . No\v this truth is our . . . c.vc*rp,~~c is 
~Iic)rtl~~ig, [.!.ins lihc tlut I \  bc.yo~lJ my ci>li~.c~tiol~.  I t ' thc.~~ \\:IS 0111. \uch .iI\] (;. W,~sllln~q~>l~ 
i l l  A111crii.a tlicll t l i ~  (;1>01i 1.o11i 11111tt l 1 . 1 ~ ~  hmkcn th~. 111oi11d .In sc>on .I\ it ct~c>lt.d." 

So. \vhu killcd the P . I I I ~ ~ A ?  l"l~'rt~ is . I ~ T ' ~ I I I ~ I I ~  t h ;~ t  the Koosc\~clts shot and 
\\rounded the p;lnd;l. Tllr hook i ~ ~ ~ p l i ' s  th.~t the  .111iln;11 died .IS .I lrsult. From tile 
c-videllce of Forrest's collrctorr. the Koosc\;l*lts \vt\rc cc.o~~omic.;~l \\,it11 tht* truth ~ l l d  
;I 1.010 I~ I ' IL~C ttlC ti11.11 stlot th;lt r~ctu.~lly killed it. Forwht \\!.IS certainly i l~ t lurr~ccd 
hy Iris chortling i~ollrc.ti~rs. W h . ~ t t . \ , ~ r  thes truth  bout the  p . ~ n ~ t ; ~ ,  the story sho~vs  
ho\v well he  got 011 with his ~ ~ o l l ~ c t o r s .  There  \\,;IS a lapport  hascii ~ I I  yc;lrs of  
\vorkillg tc>grthcr, .I c.,rrrrtrrcr~lc~rit. t11.1t strcl~gtht-ncd bonds. Hc t.l~joyt-d s h n r i ~ ~ g  the 
story \\.ith ~ I I ~ I I I .  tlle I.lughter rc.l.~sil~g the111 . ~ n d  moti\..lring the teanl spirit. \vllict~ 
\v3s e s ~ ~ ~ ~ t i d l  \ v l ~ r ~ i  tllt.rt* \\:a< I I I ~ C I I  still to do. 

Spring, the sweet spring 
Forrest \v3s kern  to  pl;m tllc yrrlr . ~ h t ~ ~ c i  wit11 his i.ollei-riirs.Tl~ey I I I I I S ~  c ~ l l t ~ c t  IIIOIP 

,l;~rtrtlilr,rriz. t o  Illeet tht. i1er11.111d .atid SO to IIL-\\. Ioc.~litit.s \v11cr~- tilt- I I I ~ I I  11~0 
previously h u n d  ~ n i ~ r h - w . ~ n t r d  p1.111ts (I'l.ltes I4H .111c1 140). T l ~ e s e  i l ~ ~ l u d ~ ~ i  the 
hre;~tl~-raking. hril1i.111t rcd t1invc.r~ o f  :\ k*c.orroljsiz 1jrrrri1.t-$1 . I I I C ~  ;I ~~c~llo\v-tlo\vt~reil form 
o f  l'rirr111111 ~lr )~ ' r~l ! / i~I i~~ t11~t 11.1~4 I ~ ~ \ I I  rcc-e11tIy ~ L I I I ~ ~  liy lc>scpt~ l\ock. Formst. the 
t*vc.r-colnpetitiw I I L I I I ~ ~ ~ ,  \v.is i ~ ~ s t i t ~ ~ t i \ ~ ~ I y  kcen to tilld tllc s.llnc prilllul.~ tI1.1t l\ock 
h ~ i i  founrl. (:Ii.ro thought he kllc\v \vht-re I\c>sk 11;lci ~.ollc.c.tr,d it, hec.~usc. he s ~ \ \ .  
thzm \vhcn \vith M r  Stevens. Forrcst listelled c.lreflllly 311ti 'ctr,~tcgi~.~Ily d1sperse11 
groups o f  ~ I I ~ I I I  C)II  ciitTerel~t er1.;111cis. His o\v11 ~pp i* t i t e  for c s p l o r i ~ ~ g  grew .~g.~ill. 
This w.1~ the lifi. IIC Ir,vcd. 

As Forlrst t;,und ti111~ to  csplort., hi.; si3115c ot'.~\\rc. .lnti \voncicr \\..IS .IS sI1.1rp .IF on 
his very t int  ~ s p ~ d i t i o l ~  toYunll;rll. Wl1e11 he* trekked illto thc virsin hrc'st 11nrt11 ot' 
'T',II~~I~~I. he was still '.lctclu~~Jetl'by the sizc .uld m.1jrsn ot'the highc-st trct~s.Wht*n 
he ri*diszovr~red .I ';III.III. d.lillt). pri111t1l.1. I I C  \\..IS still O \ ~ C ~ C ~ N I I ~  by it\ bc.~ut!: 'Tllt.1~ 
\\-.IS 1lcvcr ,I t'ecli11g ot~11t;j~i IVI. l),~ge.; i>t ' l~is 1ci11g Ic*tti*rs \vcrc l>ri111 fill1 ~ J ~ ' C ~ I I ~ ~ I I I ~ ~ . I S I I I  

for tlle brnuty ,111ci diversity ot' the t10r.1. irrespCcti\,e Ot' \vhrtIlcr the p1.111t lrligllt he 
\uitahlt~ f j r  g , ~ r d r r ~ c  in Ilrit.1i11. t-lc>\\.i.vcr, it' he thought that .I pl.~nt might he* h~n ly .  
his dcsc.riptio~~s bvould \\:\let thc .~ppc.tirc ot'.lny s~ll>sirihi-r .l\\..~itillg sce-cis. 

W I I ~ I I  I I C  wrote to  I-{.I). MzL.irel1 ot' L ~ o , ~ I I . I I I ~ .  \vllo \\,.I< p.lrti.~l t o  n~.~gllc>li.ls. I IC  
drsc-ribtd sou~i.  iou\in-; o f  thc 1n.r~noli .1~ t11.1t 111' ';.I\\. in the. e.~rl! >twins. I-lc wnJtt*: 



( ~ n - ~ t l l )  in height. ycllo\v with butter c~olouwd hloo~iis. \ c e t ~ t i n ~  the air t ) r  
h U l l d ~ d s  ofyar~is  a~aut id ' .  Forrest CVCII sll.irrd his \v~sh tlint the rlit~iate of  Britlln 
tllight he .I hit nulder. $0 that lie could introduce rvt.11 rilorr ot'thc wundmus plants 
lie saw. H e  reported: 

K/~~~l,,d~~rrrh~rr r~~,~kt~rr:Urr~trrr Ino\v k?. rr~a~r/~nsi~rt~r~]  \va\ svcn\vliert. ~nlapiif~.ent. up to 

40-h0 ti. 1 1  4-201111 hdcn \vlth nlahwn o i  h~oorll, r.lngtlig in \IWCIII~CII.; h>ni white to the 
dcepc-I cri~lis~,n-~n.~gc.~~t& \vitll h . 1 ~  t~llooth 111~11tigd11). rcti plll~rcci s ~ c - I ~ L \ .  It' \vc ~ O U W  
gm\v thrt rpccics .at IIOIIIZ .IS I SAW IT  th~s tinie tlic c~~t i~ i~s~ds t  \COIIIJ ~ I I V C I  111 wordl~p tt, 11. 

Tlic sheer scde .uid 111.qssty ~nltv-csscd him so ~i iuch tIi.lt I i i \  \\-rititlp h . 1 ~ ~  
ftb~tured in a tourist bt.ochitr~ for Cello\v-loven of such plants. Uut those tililC\ 11.id 
11ot yet collie. 111str.1d. Forrest felt it hi$ ndc to dcccrihc tc) his g~~rdener-si~hccr~L>em 
back hanir \vhere the see~is had co111c fit11 and \r'l~at the plar~ts looked like i r ~  their 
~lative habitat. .IS i i h e  \\,ere \vriti~ig a pri\:ltr nursery ~ . ;~ t .~ lng t~r .  For (,~rrrc~lli~r,/~im?t~~. 
he ciescribed how it gre\v in the upper Sh\veli v.1llc.y: 

It IS the dotni~l.~~it slirnb tiir 30-40 111llcr I50-(15kti1] .. .MIIc L I ~ ~ > I I  ~ilil' c~t'ttie \.dllcy 
trillsidcs \vclv .~l>s(rlutcly covcn\d I\-ith it r.angi~~g inm clu~npy buthe.; of"-.>fi. I I1111 to 
shruh5 of' 10-2Ofi. 13-01n1.All in ti111 dnd nimt .ihund.c~~t flcnver. 111 colour running in1111 
the p.llrrt sllrll pink. ,111~1 11e.lrIy \vlrltr to ~ I I C  tlecpt.st dudc nr'nrsc. :llriioct J CTIIIIF(III 111 

bud.. . . I I I ~  t iall ~ c ~ e s  \ve11 1 llope to h~rvi,*t .I I.lr~e rluanrity oiseed this aurunlrl. 

The hunt for giants 
Forrest arid his collectors s h o n ~ J  aniazit~g per3evrntlce i r i  hutlti~ig fbr p1~1ts.A key 
exaniple on this t -spedi t io~~ \\-as their search h r  the largest syrcin1r.11 oiHlrol i~~d~~r~drc~~r 
S W ~ I I I ~ ~ ' I ~ I I I  Iilo\v K .  prtlri.cr~rrrr var. S~ ,~~I I ICII I I I I .  Wheii Forrest tirst discovered and 
n.~rllcd this species in 1021 sonic people did not belit-\.c its etiorliloils size. 
~:h.~r~iteristic;111y, he \vaiitzd to pnn-e his point. 

It \vat riot ens! hec.~i~se ten yt-ars edrlier he had foutid otil>- thret. trces, hut Forrest 
\\-as sure that others gre\v in the Area. He sent scouts to the he.ld\vaters of  the 
Sh\\:eli river and they i ~ p o r t e d  i i ~ a r ~ y  ' i ~ i u i ~ e ~ ~ s e  twt.~' gn.;lter in girth atid height 
tlian the original thlrtb gig,~nteiims. Ho\vt*ver. For i~s t  \\.;111ted to he sulr that these 
m e s  \velr exactly the saiiic as the species lie 11ad previously ~iiu~it-d and described. 
He .asked hi$ nleri to  go ahead to ~iiakt. .I tlrtlier srat-~.ll. a ~ l d  to hrinp back a c~uss 
sectiot~ of  the largest bole tht-y could tind. It was intended h r  the G a ~ d e n  hlustbutrl 
3t tlic RUC;E.-" I-.lc pla1111ed to c-ori~e on later and photogr,~ph thr best specinlens. 
H e  n ln te  e ~ c i t ~ ~ i l y  to both his nife  . ~ n d  Wright Sniitli. C\TII asking Cle1llet1ti11.1 to 
pass on the r1ew.s to the p~ufessor. in case his post astray. Clt.tneritiri~ \\-.IS the 
ever-depe~~d.~Ld~ p e r s o ~ ~ ~ l  link benveen the 11on1e te.tni at Edinburgh and the 
o\,erse'Is tea111 led hy Forrest i l l  Yiln~l;~n. Her sense of ht1111our s.nv the lighter side 
ofForwsti c,lrnest c~~J~.ivc,itr as she \\rn>te to the professor t h ~ t  Forrest diid his t11et1 
111d g o ~ i r  'to cut cio\\~i one of  the Ci.~nts!"' 

Tlarlts: A ~ilonth 1;ltt.r Forrest ~ r p o r t e d  his t ~ r k  to the e' 
0111. l.~st C . I I I I ~  \\.;IS o J J ~ S  110rtl1 ~ i h c ~  [.rr.nfluelil: \vlictr the bwaJth ot' the Sh\\rli 
is I N  tIi.111 th.~t cri t l l t*  Esk .at L.I<SW.IL~C. .lt MI alt~tude tri.lL>o~~t 8000 f'eet [2.50011r].TIic~11 
the d.iy tirllo\virrg \vr \truck still further up thC valley until the, s t~ra~l i  \vas SO snlnll i t  
could bt- steppet1 .ic.~x)\~. 

1'hcl.c. tci tht* cd\t t l ~ c  \v.~rersheti. tlic S1l\veli-SaI\vi11 diviile tcnvcwd rbruptly ahcr\;c 
u5 to . ~ I I  .tlt~tucic ~i 1 I-l?clllcl ti. I?..iUUtnl. ti~~rly well s~lu\v c.~ppcd, tlir hwst in thc 
gulllrs ~ ~ i i l  OII tl1c S ~ ~ I I T  t1.111k111g ~t Iwillg the llo~lle of' Hlrc~~h~drrrrlrt~rr ~ C ~ ~ I I I ~ I ' U I I I . .  . 

Tliey \vert. in virgi~l cc>iii~try. 'the very devil to get about in. not .I track of ally 
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the leaf seetned to vary with leaf maturity. As this had been the nlain dingnostic 
feature separating the two species. he wrote: 

I finally proved one thing. that Rlrodos. ,y~nrlrrr~rrl and proristrrrrl are one and the 
species ... So you'll have to cut our one name.. . I  should likcy~qnrr~c~l~rrr to stand. for.. .the 
n.lme is most fitting! Don't you agree??' 

The professor must have smiled, for they both knew that this was inlpossible as the 
code of nonlenclature gives priority to the first nanle given to a plant or animal. 
However, in a rnore recent reassessment, Forrest would have been pleased to know 
that the name sq<qar~tcrrtt~ has been retained for a variety of Rl~odndrrrdrorr proris/~rrrl.'~ 

Forrest's persistent questioning and turning to the facts mark him out as a 
scientific explorer. H e  had not been in'that corner of  the woods for fully 10 years'. 
He searched afresh for evidence. exanlined it carefully and, to the best of his ability 
and knowledge, drew his conclusions. H e  c o ~ ~ l d  not resist n~ent ioning hic personal 
preference, but he deferred to the experts in Edinburgh. 

Hailed as a great acquisition, this handsome rhododendron can only be grown 
out of  doors in a few favourable gardens on the west coast of  Scotland and in 
Cornwall. In 1953 a First Class Certificate was awarded to Her  Grace the Duchess 
of Montrose, Brodick, Isle ofArran, Scotland, for one that bore the Forrest number 
F. 19335.The wheel had turned full circle.The Scottish isle that probably inspired 
Forrest in his youth, and provided happy holidays for his fanlily, now harboured a 
rhododendron \vhose giant size had gripped his memory and imagination. 

An abundant harvest 
News of other plant collectors in the region was sent to  Forrest and in early April 
1931 Wright Snuth reported,'l hear ofWard being at Fort Hertz [Upper Bur~na]' .  
Ward had not been inYunnan since 1922 and he had become far more interested 
in the nlountain ranges further west, in Burma, north India, the eastern Himalaya 
and southern Tibet. In contrast, a prime aim of  Forrest now was to revisit the 
Lichiang Range of Yunnan to collect plenty of seeds for introduction or re- 
introduction to Britain. 

Before Forrest had even set off for Lichiang, a~tother  collector, Joseph Rock, \was 
also heading there. A talented and an~bitious Austrian, who had been I'rofessor of 
Botany and Chinese at the Ur~iversity of Hawaii, Rock had first enteredyunnan in 
1922, by which time Forrest had a head start, being on his fifth expedition. Kock 
follo\ved Forrest's exanlple, staying in Snow Mountain Village and ctnploying 
Nakhi collectors, and it is not surprising that Rock's biographer recounts thdt 
Forrest. Kingdon Ward and Rock were 'wary of one another' when they first met 
in 2922." Kock's presence inY~uinan and even in the same village probably irked 
Forrest," who found him a 'nlost unreliable person'." 

Between 1922 and 1931 Kock tra\relled widely in China, and iriYunnan he began 
his keen observations of  the people and collected herbarium specinlens, seeds, birds 
and mammals, making valuable collections of  rhododendrons. of \vhich thousands 
of  seeds gernlinated. But, as the mountainous ,Ireas o f Y ~ ~ n n ; ~ n  had nlre~dy been 
worked by Forrest and Kingdon Ward, Rock discovered few new plants and he 
never caught up with Forrest's collectio~~s of  b~rds,  either in total number of 
specimenr or nunlber of species. 

Iluring 1078-0 ILock had spent the lvinter in Sno\v Moul~ t~ i in  Vill;~ge \vllile 
Forrest was in Britain. and Forrest's return In 103 1 pro~npted nlcniorles of their first 
meeting in 1922. Kock wrote in his diary on I X Fehru,lr!; 1 ')31: 'Forrcst . I I I ~  1 cat 



1)odging .In en<-oulltel- \ \ -~ t l i  Fo~.rc\t. Ko iL  h~~rr iec i ly  c ic~.~~-rcc l  ' \Ye clo not  kno\\ 
Forre(r; r-r.lctlc)l1 to  I<ock'\ \uddcn c x ~ t .  hut the). c o ~ l t ~ n u e d  thrir- e s p ~ * d ~ t ~ c ) n \  .Ip.lrt. 

Forrr\t I I I ; I I I I I \ .  \elit I l l \  111~11  to  collect \ccci \ \ - l ~ ~ l c  hc. coni t~~l t r . i tc~d O I I  \ol-tlns ~ r l d  
e i~\p .~tching p.rck.~ge\ to  Eciinhursh. In turn ,  kl~c)\\- i~lg L:o~.rc\t'i ~ I - ~ I C L I ~ . I I -  111tcre\t i l l  

prirnul,~\. W r ~ g h r  S l ~ ~ i t l ~  \clit ll i111 l1.1p~y ~ r e p ~ r t \  c ~ f  r l le~r p~.oy.lg.rt~o~l: 'Your I'~-irnul,~ 
\c-t-J ] i n \  t i o~ lc  ~ . I I - ~ I L ~ L I ~ . I I - ~ ! -  , lnJ \vc h,1\.e .I fine br.111-d ~t p l ~ ~ ~ i t \ ' .  Iljr.11rd i\ J 

Sco t t~ ih  tern1 h,~- the  first \hoot \  to  npp~, .~r  .~bo\.t. grou11d.1 H e  conr i~ , t~cd :  ' I  do nor 
think t h ~ t  I li.1ve ts\-el- \t.e.11 \o m.ln). I'r1n1ul.1 ~ I . I I I ~ \  '15 t l i t ~ ~ '  .1rc 110\ \ .  ~t tilt' 
h.~ck - 1 1 o r  c,\-c,n In oul- hc\t yc.~r\". ' 

W r ~ ~ h t  S1111rli . ~ l \o  li~ntcci o f d e m . ~ ~ ~ J  iol- othc~r pl.~nt\ 11ke .\;~rrra~~/~,o.r~ (I'1.1te 140).  

AII c ~ ~ - t i c l ~ ~  111 tilt> - /~~I I I . I I ( I /  111c RH.5 \\..I\ txtc>11111g tI1c11- l > e ~ ~ ~ r > -  J I I L ~  S t ~ ~ p l ~ r ~ l \ o ~ l  
(:l,lrkc. .111d other< \\-,~ntcci \cacti. So  Wriglit Slnlth \vn,rc t .~ctt i~ll \ .  to F O I - r r ~ ,  'I 
l>c.licve \c.rci o f  \ . . ~~ - iou \  \pt.c~l,\ o t  tli.it g t . ~ ~ u \  \\ill k>le.lr~s !.our \i~h\c-r~hc.r\ mol-r r lun  
. ~ n \ . t h ~ t l p  cl\e. E\-~.r\.onc, \rcII1\ keen to tr)- ~ t ' .  A I I ~  Fo~-~-c,\r . I I I ~  111~ 11le11 c11ci t t i r ~ r  
hcrt to  oblige.. 

A\  c ~ ~ ~ c ~ o ~ ~ r ~ ~ g c ~ ~ ~ i t ~ ~ ~ t . W r ~ g l ~ t  S1111tll \e,11t t:o~-rc\t gc>oii I I L Y \ \  ofI11\ \~~l l ic . r~bcr i .  II~!LIIIC~ 
lic repol-tcd tl1.1t 1-ord Ht..lilt;,~-r. 111 Il-cl,~nd. h.td \cnt ,111 extr.l /_'I00 fol- FOI-rest; 
c , x p c d ~ t ~ o ~ ~ .  ,111~1 tllc nt>\\I!. k111g11rc.d SI~\&'I~~I.IIII h l ~ l ~ l r ~ . .  I).II-C~\-.III H .~ I l .York<h~r~ .  
liL~ci \cc.ure~ci .I nc\\ g ,~l -dc~~cr-  \\.lie \\-.I\ I~kc.l\ ' to do !,011r pl,lntc \\.ell . I I IL~  l1c I \  I O O ~ I I I ~  
k>17\.1r~l t o  ~ ~ x c . ~ ~ l l e ~ ~ ~ t  I - L . \ L I ~ ~ \ ' .  . 13\. Nc>\.c>1111wr. .I ciel~gllteci hliI11c~1- c o ~ ~ t i r ~ ~ ~ e c i  111.; 

plc.l\urt> . ~ t  'tllc good g L ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ r ~ o n '  o ~ ~ I - . I ~ . ~ I c . I ~ ~ \ .  c \ . r ~ - \ . t h i ~ ~ s  hc. h.ld ~.eci*~\-c~ci. " 

' T l~c  \cc\d\ Lcpt c-c>mlllg fro111 Y U I I ~ . ~ I I  .~nci .I ~-ipplt. c> t ' p l c .~ \~~r r  \p~-e .~i i  through I l l \  

\ ~ o I I \ o I - \ .  11). 1111ci-I ) c ~ ~ . c I ~ I ~ L ~ I -  ~ ~ C ~ I I ~ C I I \ O I I  (:1.1rk~ o t  130rde H ~ l l  r rpor t~ .d . ' l  h ~ v e  chi\ 
. ~ t i ~ . t - n o c > ~ ~  ~ - ~ ~ c c ~ ~ \ e c i  Fol-l-c,\t'. IS coll\lgnll1c.nt o f  seed.;. rlic!. '1st. .irl ~ r~rzre \ r ing  lot. I 
hope tI1.1t 1 111.1,. 11,1\ .~* luck \\-1t11 t l i t ~ ~ ~ l ' . '  0 1 1  the I ~ r t  ~1.1). o t t h e  ye.1r (:l.irk~. ~ - e z r ~ \ . ~ d  
\ I \  p.~c.kct< o f  \c.cxi In rile. t \ \-cnr~cth \c1111111g (>I F ~ r r c ~ t . ~  ~ , I C ~ . I L J C \ .  TI1erC \\..I\ 110 

<to1llltlllg t l1C I1.1rci \\.,11-l, t11.1r \\,-I\ g0111g 0 1 1  I l l  Y~ltlll<lll ,111ci tile g.11-'icllt~r\ \\.lie) 

\ t ~ o ~ ~ \ o ~ - e ~ c l  111111 \\-<-re. kept \-L.I.\, hu\\-  too. 
I lie \ . ~ I I L I C  o f 1  O I - I - ~ , , ~ ' ,  , L ~ ( ~ < i  \ \ , I \  L i ~ \ p l ' ~ \ ~ > e i  111 \r\-lc 111 N O \ Y I I ~ L ~ ~ I -  . ~ t  .III E x l ~ i l ~ ~ t ~ e ) ~ ~  
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t l l L ,   till^\[ c\lllI31[ 1 1 1  l l l e ,  \I)(,\\. [ I ) < >  \ , l l l l l ~ l c ~ \  i i~, l] l  Ill\ g.ll-cIc~l1 l1lc~l~lcilllg tIiC \11ver tir 







University. Snit11 also sent news of  auspicious visitors to the Garden, the Killg 
Queen and Sir David Prain, the former Director of  Kew. He kept Forrest up to date 
with peoples' promotions and deaths and sent him newspapers covering the elections. 
Above all, Snlith confirmed to Forrest that he was in one of the best places in the 
world for collecting, as the Chinese-Tibetan region still seemed to be richer than the 
Rockies and he had not yet heard of a Chinese collector inYunnan. Forrest seelned 
to be in the best place from every point of view. 

The  only possible regret expressed fro111 Edinburgh was the long wait for the 
seeds to arrive by ship. Wright Smith had just had a visit from an acquaintance who 
was going by aeroplane to  the Equator to explore Mt. Ruwenzori. 

C)n the last occasion hc brought a fe\v plants back in his aeroplane.. .This is a new way 
of doing things, but I guess it  will be some time before Yunnan is treated similarly. 

Forrest was one of  the last British plant collectors in China before the era of air travel. 
As the collectiorls were brought in, Forrest became totally focused on sorting and 

packing them. It was an unremitting battle against time. H e  settled in Ter~gyueh for 
this huge task, which included animals as well as plants.The collection of birds and 
niammals for the Natural History Museum had been a sideline gently carried on 
through the year. As early as March I931 he had reported that 'the bird business is 
going on  all right. Already I have well on towards 200 skins and also a few 
mammals!'" There were still Inore birds and rna~nmals to collect through the winter 
months, but Forrest dispatched his nlen to hunt while he carried on with the 
labelling and packing. Pressure always piled up at this stage of an expedition, but 
Forrest seenied to have everything in hand until the Comn~issioner of Customs 
warned him in early 13ecember that the regulations for the export of  bird skins had 
been tightened up in recent years. Forrest would have to seek special permission to 
send the bird skins to Britain; the Consul in T e n g y ~ ~ e h  had been transferred to 
another post, so there was no one to write on Forrest's behalf. 

However, Forrest WAS not a 111311 to be defeated at the last hurdle. He wrote a 
courteous and infornlative request to His Excellency Sir M.W. Lampson. 
K.C.M.G.. C.B., Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, British 
Legation, I'ekirlg. Forre5t explained that he was accredited by the Foreign Ofice: 

. . .  The object of this letter is to solicit Your Excellency's valurd asslttdncc In hcllitating 
the export of  the zoological collection I have ~nade and hope to add to durlng thr next 
three (winter) ~nonths. Would you kindly help me hy arranging \vith the present 
C:hinese authorit~esl All intcrestrd in the venture would he under the derpett 
obligation. 

My zoological collection con\i\t\ of ski l ls  o f  sm.~ll birds, \vitll included, a \nlall 
percentage of the cmaller n~ammals. 

As I tay, i t  ha\ been made solely for the Hrit~sh Museum INatulal Hi\tory] which's 
financing thdt p;irt of my work and is of c.our\e purely tcientlfic. 

The nu~nber of care\ containing 1t will. I expect. be sonic 5 or 0. the number ofskins 
from 1.500 to 2,OOO.The insured v.~lue. .rpprox~m~tely ,&330 1L12.000 todayl. .." 

The11 Forrest left the wheels of otlicialdom to turn, while he sorted and packed 
more seeds. O n  Boxing Ihy ,  1031, he wrote '<:hao and his men have done well this 
season, beyond my expectations'." Seed packing \vould tdkc him at lea5t a week 
and he would have over 1,000 ~ h e r t s  of plants to writc up and thc birds and 
~narnnlals. I t  wa5 h ~ r d  work hut, when he realited that thic \\,a5 the I.irgest haul that 
he and his mrn  had evcr made. an ovel-\vhel~~ling sense of victory seized him. He 
wrote a t r iu~npha~l t  letter to Edinburgh: 







CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

Death and Aftermath 

rile l i t r le~f i~rcigi~  cetirctery lierc is iri A good position, our on the Ilillside 
overlookitig rhc Enig) lu~I i  ploin o r ~ d  ufillr ri v i c ~ u ~  of distarir snout mclirntoins. 

Mrs A.  Prideaux Brunt ([he Consul's wife) to Mrs Crorgc Forrest. I5 Januan. 1932 

T he telegram t o  Professor Slnith, RBGE, was brief and bleak: 

Deeply regret Foreign Off~ce 
received Tenmueh telegram 
stating Forrest died suddenly 
heart L~ilure fifth January.' 

It was the second telegranl saying that Forrest was dead. His death was reported in 
1905, but  that proved to  b e  untrue; unfortunately, this time it was true. H e  actuaUv 
died o n  the morning o f  6 January 1932, while ou t  shooting in the country about 
four miles (6km) from Tengyueh (Tengchong). H e  was buried next day. 

T h e  British Consul and his wife both  wrote to  Mrs  Forrest, giving detalls o fwha t  
had happened.The Consul assured her that Forrest's death was v e n  quick: 

Three of his Chinese employees were with him at the time . . .  he suddenly felt faint and 
called to his Inen to assist hirn.Two of thern. who were close by, supported hinl on the 
ground, but he did not speak again and he only lived for a nunure or hvo after the 
moment when he called them. 

We buried him..  .in the little foreign cemetery on the hillside just outside the city. 
His grave is next to that of Mr Litton, his old tiiend.. . A  Swedish ~nlssionav clergy~nan 
- one of Mr Forrest's friends here - read our English burial service, and it was attended 
by the European conllnunity and Mr Forrest's Chinese friends and servants ... The 
Chief of Police came to represent the Chinese officials. We put a Union Jack on the 
coffin. and besides the wreaths frorn us Europeans there was a small one of white roses 
from his Chinese house-servant which we put in a place of honour. 

This senant was deeply distressed, and I can see that he is a nice man who \vas greatly 
attached to Mr Forrest ... You will knou. that Mr Forrest's last time out here was spent 
among kind and tiiendly people. 

We are placing a wooden cross on the grave. temporarily, and we have sent out to the 
hills for red rhododendrons (now at their best) to make a cross which we'll put on the 
grave tomorro\\: from you.. . 

Mr Forrest w ~ s  liked and rerpected by everyone who knew him. Europeans and 
Chinese. His loss is felt acutely by our little co~nmunity, and we send 1-ou our heartfelt 
sympathy. The value of his work is, of course. widely known. both here and at home; 
one feels that it was a lvork of most unconllnon value, and that he was sinpularly happy 
and successful in his lifelong devotion to it.' 

Opposite: 
['late 157. Lili~rrir mlicrrsc: Forrest found this lily on several expeditions, including his last. 
whence seeds were raised in Colonel L.C.R. Messel's g rden  at Nymans. Susses. T ~ s  
illusrrat~on is from a drawing by Miss S. Ross-Craig of Colonel Messel's rare flowers. 
(Groves' Supplement to Elwes' Monograph of Lilies. I'late 24 (1939)). 





the (: l i i~~ctr < : u s t o ~ ~ l \  Service c\cortcd Fo~-rc.\t'\ C ~ I \ C Y  t o  13ll.1n10. t13 ~ l ~ c  Ii)r\\,lr.dllli: 
.,gtsllt f in 13rit'lill. 

Ironically, ill the. \.Ilnr. n l o ~ ~ t h .  o n  F r l~ i .~?  1 I M.II-c.11 11)32, t11c1-c \VJ\ .I \IloC.k 
1le;lding i l l  7 7 1 ~  7 ' i 1 1 1 i , z :  'Loss to I]~-itr\h ( ) r ~ ~ i t h o l o ~ q .  I<orl~\cl~ilcl (:ollc.c.t~c~~~ \ ~ l d '  
TIlc. ne\\.\paprr ~rrportcd: '01-nitliologi\t\ 11.1vc. I c . ~ r ~ ~ e t i  \\-ith dlrn1.1). t11.1t the. 
\ \~onderfi~l collcctiol~ o f  bird\ in tllc ~ n u \ c u l n  . ~ t  Trillg I I J \  hccn \ o l e 1  ,111~1 I \  g0111g 1 0  

the United States'. I t  \\,J\ hoped t l l ~ t  Lord I < c ) t h \ c I i ~ l ~ i ~  pr~\. . l tc iollcc.tlon o~'l) ird\  
. ~ t  Trilig. including Fori-e\t'\ bird\. \ \ , o~ l l c l  c~\.cntu.~lly 30 tilt. N , ~ t ~ l r . ~ l  t-li\tory 
Mu\t.unl, London, but 'economic collci~tlon\ hdvr ~ntr.rpoicd'. 

Lord I<otIi~chilci had been b l .~ckn~~~i l ec i  hy 2 prcrcu .lnd I;)~-iecl to \ell ~ i i o \ t  c , i l l i \  

bird collection to  the A111eri~:rn Mu\euln  of  N.rtur-.)I Hi\rory. Fol-rc\t Ilc\.el- k r ~ t ~ ~ .  
bur nl.lny o f  the birds he had e ~ r l i e r  collected for I.ord l < o r h ~ c h ~ l d  \vcrc p,~c.ked i l l  

cotton wool , ~ n d  ne\vsp;iper 2nd shlppcd 111 cr.ltt.5 t o  Ne\\.York. 
Forre\t's botanic.ll collection-; of I I I \  fillal e ~ p e d i t ~ ~ l l  had .I more \ tr .~lgl~rior\\ . .~~-d 

courte. After Forrc.;t7\ death, his C:liillc\c. ,lstistant\ h e l p r ~ i  the (:oniul t o  C-ompletc 
the pck i l lg  of t\velve ccl\e\ o f  \pecimcn\ ~ n d  \eed\ i-r.ldy for de\p.~tch t o  tllc 
ILUGE. O n  .~rri\rnl, the sred9 were t o  be d ~ \ . ~ d e d  dnd di \ t r~butcd among F<)~-r'tt'\ 
\~~bscr ibcrs .  W h e n  the t i n t  tr.1 cht.\t ~ 1 . ~ 5  opened ~t the ILL3C;E. hllndrtd\ of l . ~ r ~ e  
wllite dntc s\v;lrmed our. but orhrnvr \c  tllr \peelmen.; \\ere In bc.ll~tiiul c-onci~rion.' 
The  \ ~ ~ b \ c r i b e r s  rccei\-cd thcil- r ~ g h t f i ~ l  \li.lre of  scrci\. ,111d .I fe\\- pl.lnt\ r \-en 
tlo\vered in L3rir'11n fol- the fil-\t time (I'late 157). -T\\.o t h ~ n g r  Fol.re\t h.~d prized 
Iiighly. trust . I I I ~  good 01-gnn~\,ltion, cn.lblcd Il l \  final exped~t ion to be hrought to .I 

\~ lcce\ \ f i~l  c o n c l u . ; ~ ~ ~ ~ .  
When  Forrest cllrd, he. h.ld hcen o n  the point of  c o l ~ c l u d ~ n g  .In Jrrdngenlellr for 

hi.; collector\ to c..lrr\ o n  \\-orklng L)r the Hon. H.1). McLaren oiUodliant du1-111g 
1032. McL.~ren'\ c o r ~ f i r n l ~ l t l o ~ ~  o f  t h e ~ r  plL1n\ rc.~ched T e ~ ~ g ) . i ~ e h  .I fe\\. d.l!-\ t o o  l.lte. 
but t h r  C O I I \ L I ~  \ \ ro te  otlk%ring to gi\-c ~ s \ ~ \ t . ~ n z c % .  .lnd h,lppil!- t l i l c  collt,cting 
conti~li lcd ,I\ Forrc\t h.ld ,~rr , l~ lgcd.  



Plate 160. Camellia reticulata was first grown by 
J.C. Williams at Caerhays fkom seed collected 
by Forrest near Tengyueh (lhgchong), in 
1924. In March 1932, after Forrest's death, he 
sent this flower, F.25352, for illustration in 
Curtis$ Bbtdnical Magaxi~e (t.9397) where 
J.R. Sealy wrote, 'After more than a hundred 
years, the wild Eorm of the species has at last 
been discovered and introduced into 
cultivation' 

Hate 161. Cmelha x wpWPS~msii 'Donation', the 
besr-sehg camellia in Britain. This delicate 
pink flower w a s  produced by Colonel 
Stephenson Clarke, at Borde Hill, Swsex, when 
he crossed a form of Forrest's C m d l i a  
saluenenurj with C japonicu. 



CHAIJTEI~ FOUI~TEEN 

George Forrest - A Perspective 

Pi.rl~aps Forrest lras spoilcd ru ns n Prinre of C o l l ~ ~ r f o r s  

Prof Raylcv I3alfour to J (' W ~ l l ~ . l n ~ < .  22 February 1'1211 

A lthough the title of this book is G(~ocq:y~ Forrrsr: Plnrit Irrrriter, it should be clear 
by now that Forrest was rnuch more than this. He was a man of the open air, 

a keen observer who appreciated the wilds and had a curiosity about everything 
there. Forrest had a background of hobbies in the coi~ntl-yside, fishing in Scottish 
streams when no taller than his grandfather's walking stick. H e  knew the birds of  
Scotland and their habitats, fro111 the largest falcon to the sl~~;illest finch. His sound 
Scottish education had given him a b r o ~ d  understanding of the natural sciences, 
and he %re\&; up to be an all-rounder with an interest in geology, plants. snakes. 
mammals, butterflies, and birds. A job in the Herbarium of the Royal Botanic 
Garden Edinburgh led him to collect dried plant specitnens and seeds in N.W. 
Yunnan, China. as his primary focus of  work. But zoological collecting became part 
of his later expeditions. whilst observing the customs of  the varied 111inorit)- groups 
added to the interest and enjoyn~ent of  his travels. 

Forrest inherited a strong and sturdy physique and as a young Inan he proved his 
toughness and endurance, as well as his love of adventure, by gold-digging and 
exploring in Australia. Difriculties were a challenge, risks added spice to life. So 
when a Liverpool cotton broker, A.K. Bulley, was seeking a young man to collect 
eastern seed ofalpine and hardy plants for his new plant nursery. Bees Ltd, Forrest 
inin~ediately took the opportunity. Bulley sent him by the shortest route to the 
high nlountains o n u n n a n ,  in S. W. China, where a French ~nissionary, PGre Delavdy, 
had made rich pickings of new plants, but relatively feu; seeds. 

Forrest's first expedition was a huge success, even though it nearly cost hinl his life. 
He discovel-ed new species valuable to science and gardens, he introduced Inany 
others and longed to return for nlore. The beautifill rnountaitls ofYunnan were to 
become like A second hotne.They often renlinded hinz of Scottish nloorland and he 
spent slightly 11lore of his nlarried life on expeditions there than he did in Scotland. 

Forrest's career evolved step by step, through a series of short-term contractr. O n e  
sponsor gradually led to ariother, each with new interests and demands. Bulley had 
wanted seeds of  alpine and hardy plants; Williatils \v~nted  ]nore shrubby. woody 
plants, particularly rhododendrons and magnolias; Elwes' syndicate organised for 
Forrest's fourth expedition included Stephensori Clarke, \vho was interested in 
tnatnmals and birds; Lord Kothschild particularly asked for birds from Forrest's sixth 
and seventh expeditions. Each time Forrest obliged his sponsors. stin~ulated and 
encouraged by their hesh enthusiasm. H e  \\!as driven by his own ambition and 
scientific curiosity. and by his sponsors' acquisitiveness. Forrest was satisfying the 
general desire of the time for ne\v cyecies, plants and animals. 

He \\.as al\v~ys willing to esplore another set of ranges that lle had not been to 
before. optinlistic that he would find nr\\. species. O n e  driving force was his theory 
of  'centre of rhod0de1ldrc~11s. \\here their greatest diversiv would be found.This 
i d e ~  drove hi111 further and further north-\vest illto Tibet and northern Burma. It 
was dn t ~ ~ l o r ~ i l o ~ ~ s l y  csr i t i~lg for all those involved. 

A.; Forrest\ reput.ition '1rnong gardeners gre\v, sso did Balfour's praise tbr his 



scientific achiever~lents. In 19 12, when  Farrer and Icingdon Ward were relatively 
inexperienced as collectors, Dalfour wrote,  'Forrest is unquestionably the finest 
collector o f  tnodern times'.' In 1911, when  Forrest was collecting prolifically for 
J.C.Willidrns. Balfour was cornparing Forrest favoumbly with previous well-kno\vn 
2nd revered collectors in China: 

Forrest should now recognise that his position as an explorer of the vrgetation of 
Wettern China is established for all time on the plane of Henry. Fortune, Delavay, 
W~lson. to name the giants. 

High praise indeed. Balfour had already substantiated his view, based o n  herbariuln 
tnaterial: 

Forrest's collection is. like dl his previous ones, rn~gnificent. He is undoubtedly the 
prince of collectors. N o  one ~pproaches hinl, alike for the excellence of the specimens, 
proptsr selection o i  form<. and notes upon habitat.. .? 

In an obituary o f  Forrest in 1032, E .H .M.  C o x  wrote  that 'Forrest was certainly the 
greatest plant collector o f  his generation'.' 

S o  what enabled Forrest t o  achieve so markedly? 
For o n e  thing, Forrest had incredible determination.As Willialns wrote to  Balfour 

in 1910: 'Where Forrest serves us so well is in the iron way in which he  battles to 
get the seed when  most men  would abandon the  task as hopeless after the early 
snow has set in'.' Balfour agreed that Forrest had 'more grit  than any o f  the other 
c ~ l l e c t o r s " ~  - an assessnlent that bears o u t  Balfour's initial reco~nmendat ion of  
Forrest t o  Bulley in 1904. This opinion would later be  confirmed by the fact that 
Forrest collected in China  for almost nvice as long as Wilson. 

Forrest war n o  saint. H e  would not  suffer fools gladly and could become unduly 
suspicious o f  others. His temper blew up  u ~ h e n  he felt affronted, let down o r  not 
trusted, and Elwes described him as 'dificult'. But, in 1019. J.C.Williams picked out  
Forrest's particular assets: 'Forrest has his faults like the rest o f  us, but as far as the 
work he  undertakes to  do, his capacity, his energy and his knowledge are what we 
shall hardly see again in any one'." In support  o f  his genuine admiration o f  Forrest's 
qualities as a collector, Williams invested in five o f  Forrest's expeditions, t o  a total 
o f  A351,000, in present day value. (See Appendix 3.)  And it1 1923 the  dedication 
o f  Curtis's Botnr~icnl M~ynrirrc, t o  Forrest mentioned the combi t~at ion o f  ' e n e r ~ ~ ,  
courage dnd sagacity' with which he  explored the flora.' 

T h e  Protestant work ethic was a feature o f  Forrest's upbringing, and this nleant 
that, whoever his sponsor was, Forrest always felt it h ~ s  duty to  d o  his best for those 
w h o  hired his services. As a man  he was highly principled and keen to  be  trusted 
to undertake the \vork that he  had said he  would do. H e  was entirely focused on  
his job and could at times b e  disparaging o f  o ther  collector$ who,  in his eycs. did 
not  ~neasure  up  to  his level o f  dedication. Kingdon Ward, for example, first went to 
Yunnan JS a plant collector for Uulley, but he  had n wide rangc o f  o ther  interests, 
from nlapping and journal isn~ to  scientific tlleories. Forrest could hardly believe 
that Kingdon Ward should spe t~d  so much  time ' p l a y i ~ ~ g  around with a theodolite' 
when Bulley had paid hi111 to  collect plant<. Similnrly, unlike Johnston, on  their ill- 
fated pairing at the outset o f  Forrest's final expedition, it never entered Forrest's 
head to  spend time socialisit~g when there was work to  be d o r ~ c .  

Along with this single-mindedness, Forrest h ~ d  very high st.lndards . ~ n d  wanted o f  
his work to be as good as possible.This nleant th.lt he could be a h:~rd task-nlnster, both 

. . 
o f  Iiimself and of  his collector\. J I I ~  hi$ org.lni~~~tion.~I skills en.1b1t.d his p rod~g~ous  



product~v~ty of high qual~ty specimens. as shown in a 1918 letter fro111 Balfour: 

When one looks at the collectio~l ds a wholc one (annot bur wontier ,lt thc ~ n d u j t r ~  of 
the man and at the meticulous care with \vhich evcr).thing is nrdriged. Crrta~nly tl~cly 
never was a collector who sent home tinrr dried sprcirncnc. Wilso11'~ and Ward's art. v z y  
poor in comparison. The vc;cr). few which Farrer ha5 writ lionie are undoubtcdy 
beautifully dried but then he has dealt \r,~th tens - Forrcjt has dcdlt \vrth thoutan& ...' 

Balfour mused: 'Forrest has really spoilt us for the gatherings of every other 
collector.. .'" 

Forrest's superb organisation was reflected in his planning. Defore ar, expedition 
he drew up detailed lists of  purchases needed in Britain and Burma (see Appendix 
4) and when in Yunnan he arranged the shipment of his collections and their 
passage through customs. In the tield he nlaintained overall resporisibility for the 
life ofhis group: from camping to the medical care and feeding of ani~nals and nien, 
and the recording, drying and packing of  specinlens and seeds. Nothing was left to 
chance, yet if social unrest interrupted his plans, he adapted quickly and made new 
arrangements. 

Forrest did not, however, attempt to d o  everything bv himself. He had a natural 
ability to form bonds \vith people. H e  was open and conlpanionable, and made 
friends with a \vide range ofpeople, the staff o f the  KBC;E, gentlen~eti Iandowners, 
ships' captains. consuls, custon~s officials. missionaries and his own collectors. 
Wherever he went he built up a network of contacts which helped h i n ~  to maintain 
some continuity bet\veen erped~tions. 

He appreciated the value of properly trained collectors. H e  learned the lari~wage 
sufficiently to  train them until they were able to go with a trusted headnlan on 
mini-expeditions \vithout him. Groups would go ahead into different mountain 
ranges, exploring new areas and collecting specitnens of plants and ani~nals. Each of 
his expeditions therefore covered a nluch larger territory than one n u n  alone could 
possibly have done. The  consequent size of harvest could lead to pressure of time 
to label all the specimens. leaving some to be completed on his return to Britain. 

Forrest enjoyed a great rapport with his men and appreciated their con~radeship. 
In fact, he got on so well with his Nakhi collectors that on his third expedition he 
lived in their \rillage. H e  learnt from them about their customs, the mountain 
ranges, and the local wildlife, building up a good two-way relationship. 

Loyalty was a big feature of Forrest's life. There \\as his personal loyalty to his 
wife, even though he was away from home for such long periods. and the trust and 
loyalty of  his wife for hinl.There was his loyalty to the RBGE, to which he d\vays 
wanted his plant specin~ens and some of  his seeds to go; and the tremendous loyalty 
that he inspired in the local people that he en~ployed inY1innan.A core ot'Forrest's 
collectors worked with hi111 on  every expedition. They \vould sometimes travel 
hundreds of  niiles to welcome hi111 back \\?hen he returned on his next expedition. 

The  bond beween  Forrest and his \yell-trained Inen \\?as exemplified by the hc t  
that betareen his fifth and sixth expeditions they continued collecting without 
Forrest even being in the country. With this experience, Forrest later orga~iisrtd a 
seed collection in Yunnan for a McLaren syndicate in Britain. whilst he undenvent 
an eye operation in Scotland - an amazing arid unprecederlted situation. 

If the case can be ~ n a d e  that Forrest was 'a Prince of Collectors', it is perhaps 
puzzling that he is not as wwll known as Farrer and Kingdon Ward. O n e  explanation 
is that part of  the reputation of these two Inen springs from their writings. They 
were both gifted \\rith words and conveyed the excitement and the ronlance of  
plant hunting to a \vide home audience at a time when there \\:as no competition 



to books ~ > I I I  radio o r  television. Both Farrer and Kingdon Ward were self-publicists: 
Farrer wrote books t h ~ t  became gal-den classics, whilst Kirigdon Ward captured the 
illlagillation o f  readers wit11 the titles o f  his book\  - Tlrc rorrrrzrri~c ?jplarrt hrr,rrilK, 
Tllc ritir/lt. r/lc 7:~tl/!e1~(1~~0[~c'.\., l'l~lrrt /rrrrrtir!y of1 fllc (.dp c!l'l/rc rclor/d.Wilson also \wrote 
a book on  his travels. Forrest, o f  course, did not  write a book;  he  concentrated 011 

his fieldu.ork and on writ ing up  his collections. Forrest did write thousatlds of  
letters, which caused some to  hope thdt llr would turn his hand to a more 
substantial piece o f  Ivriting. Balfour, for insta~lce, \xlrote to  Williams: 

1 hope \\,hen Forre\[ comes home you will be able to persuade him to \vrite an account 
of his journeyinp. He began, but did not complcte the ctor). of 111s first trip. Hc has all 

easy pet1 - niorr araphic th.tn that of Wilson - not ultra cx~~hel.a~lt as in that of Farrer, 
and his grr,it k~lo\vledgc and rspcricnce would give his book qualities thar arc wanting 
in Ward's daring i ~ n m ~ r u r c  cflort.'"T~kt.n when he is hot horn the field, and before details 
of his collections accuntul.~tc to ove~~vcight I~ini, he could produce .I really good book." 

E\ren in retireniet~t it is doubtf l~l  t h ~ t  Forrest would have written u p  Iiis travels. H e  
did no t  take easily to writing, except for letters. and if 'isked he would probably 
have continued to maintain,'Like the man  w h o  hadn't changed his shirt for 2 years, 
I have so much else to  think ot!"' H e  liked to be  busy sociable, al\vays 011 the move. 
His field observations were valuable to  taxono~liists. H e  took enortnour pleasure 
from visiting keen gardeners to  see his garden introductions and to  advise o n  the 
conditions in which the pl'ints might best thrive. H e  \\!as a popular lecturer. And. 
just before his last expedition, he  ;ind Clem had bought  an elegant detached 
tnansion wit11 a large garden a\vaititig attention. 

Forrest is renowned for introducing some outstanding garden plants, from tall 
conifers (Abic9s-fi~rrcxtii) and stiiall flowering treec (SorO~rs~fi~rr.c~sfii) t o  the springtime 
delight o f  bushes c!f I'ic,ris,f;~r.rrrosn~f;~rri~stii and the bright blue flowers o f  the autumn 
gentian. Crrrriarr,i sirrtl-orrrn~n. Hie camellias, candelabra primulas and range of  
rhododendrons have been long accepted as part o f  o u r  gardeti heritage and 
hybridisere have used his species to produce beautifill and usetl l  new cultivars. 
W h a t  ic less well known is the scientific importance today o f  liis dried plant and 
nnimal collections thar are L I S ~ ~  intertiationally for taxononiic studies, whilst his 
living, botanical. collections in botanic gardens provide more  inforn~ation for 
research, e d u c ~ t i o n  dnd conservation. Sotne o f  Forrest'\ rhododendrons i l l  the 
I<U<;E are being propng;lted and repatriated toYunn;in for use in the co~iservatioti 
o f  plant diversity on  the  Yulong Slian, the nlagnificrnt n iou~l ta in  range whose 
grandeur lie adrilired. ,lnd whose wealth o f  pla~lts a t ~ d  animals amazed him. Its 
slopes, Ileal- Lijiang. no\\, support  a field stntion. .I ne\v botanic g;lrden and a ndture 
rererve. easily reached by pl'lne." 

T h e  fClx-ination o f  Forrect'c l i t  today is p ~ r t l y  t l u t  it reflects a completely 
different era. From China lie depended for c o m m u n i c a t i o ~ ~  on  the telegraph .ind 
p o \ t ~ l  links o f  the British E~npire .  \\.hen the cluicke\t \\.ny to  travel t o  and tiom 
Britdi~i wa\ by a combtn.~tion o f  steamship, pdddle ctranler, rail ;lnd mule\. Only  
those \vith a pioncering spirit o r  a sense o f  tnission undertook ruch journeys. 

Whilst writ ing this book I h ~ v e  been \truck by the nuniher o f  people w h o  ha\re 
said that C;corge Forrect is onc  o f  their heroe\. I'lant entl~usi;ist.; \\:ho visitYunnnn 
toddy speak \\lit11 pIe3sure ~i \\:;llki~~g in his footcteps. I t  is not only Forrest's 
achieve~nents that evoke ; idn~iration. Hie capacity t o  excitc and thrill 11s by his zest 
and dt-terniinatio~l.  Ilk \pirit o f  a d v ~ % t ~ t u r e  and \Ilrer guts. is .I pt*r\onal legacy t h ~ t  
wc can nll \ I l~ re .  



EPILO(;UF 

George Forrest in His Own Words 

The beauty o f  the country 
111 the nlorning - the sun as it touches the tops of the Mekong divide. sends shahs 
of turquoise light down the side gullies to the river which seen15 to be transfor~ned 
to silver. 

Frrjrlr Iyorrt~ir k ~ddn.ss to r l r t  Royd 

(;~vyr~p/~i(.t~/ .'G~-icr)r, I 908 

Next morning \ye were o#very early, in ~lloonlight.. .. and reached the t ~ m l l l ~ t  [of 
the dividing range of theYangtze and Mckong basiris] after a tr?~nendous climb of 
about 3 hours . . . the view from the top is entirely beyond nly po\vers of 
description.The morning was \vonderfully clear and \ve could see for hundreds of 
miles on all sides. Nothing but range after range of tremendous mountains, many 
of the peaks covered with eternal s n o \ ~ ,  and all glistening in the early nlorrlirlg 
sunlight like gems, lay before our eyes. Add to this billows of vapour rolling about 
in ceaseless movenlent in d l  the valleys and, above all, the intense stillness there was 
at this elevation. not even the rustle o f a  leaf. or blade of grass and you can perhaps 
have a faint idea of  what the scene was like. 1 cannot tell you what 111): ic.cling were 
as I sat and gazed at it all. O n e  feels ill a place such as that that one is nearer 
something. call it by any 11a1lle you like. I could have sat ~ n d  dreamed all day. but 
tinie and tide wait for no man, and neither did Litton on nle. 

I Tndnrt~l 1st cxpcditioir Irrtrr/i~~rrr 
Forrcsr I O  CIc~rrrr~rI~rn 

Autumn on the Yulong Shan 
Even in the green sulnmer coating those [Sorbus] trees are .I delight to the eyes. 
but after the ~rr ival  of the first ti-osts simply 111agnificrnt.The foliage then becomes 
the deepest richest crimson scarlet. and each individual tree stands out like a 
glowing torch on the hillsides. visible for nules ... 

Some of the patches of  b nixed forest I sa\v were marvels of heautifiil colouring 
and I long for the po\ver to photograph or othen\lse record them: the pure golds 
of the birches, the sil\:cry yello~vs of the poplars, the ruddy browns of oaks. and the 
yellows and reds of acers. backed and mixed with the black green of Abies and the 
lighter shades of I'icea and larch 111ake a picture beyond the poLver of any to 
describe. And behind and above all the hare linlestone crags powdered with 
glistening snow and outlined   gain st the deepest sapphire blue. It \\.as grand! I got 
a fe\v Lirly decent photos of  the scenery but the\. espress little of  the grandeur 2s 
seen \vith the ~iaked eye. 

F(~rrcst r(i J. C. 1 I '~//ICIIIIS 9 ,\~~t~t'~ff/tt'r 1 9 1 -$ 

Cold 
E\,entually \\.r g ~ i n e d  the sumnlit.. . after fully X hours' stitf clinlhing. This was.. . 
covered \\-ith sno\\. from 12 inches to 4-5ft [30.5cm to 1.22-1.SnlJ in depth. A 
bitterly cold \ v i ~ ~ d  blo\\,ing froln the N.W. didn't m.lke it 311). pleasanter . . .  I have 
csperirnced 40' lof h . ; t ] ,  so belo\\; zero [Fahrenheitl in my t i ~ n e  . ~ n d  that was 



nothing to it ... The  animals and we ourselves were so done up that 1 found it  

absolutely (essential] to camp ... 1 got nly tent pitched on about 14 inches 135.5crnl 
of  snow ... I never spent a more missrable night in all 111y life. I went to bed. of 
course, with all on bar nly boots and in spite of this and a big heavy pugi or quilt,. . . 
I was half dead before daybreak. T h e  whole interior of  the tent \\!as white, also 
everything in it, nly hair, pugi, blankets, etc.. all covered with frozen rlloisture from 
nly breath and I rose in the ~norn ing  for all the world like a Father Christ~r~as. I had 
a bottle of water and 111y sparklet bottle . . . and these were both split . . . Felt much 
better after 1 had swallowed a pint of hot chocolate. Had breakfast then got dressed 
ior the weather and started to d o  a little collecting. It was indeed a w, as 
everything was buried in snow.. . 

I Jrrdotcd 1st rspc~diriorr l e r t c r j ~ ~ r r r  
1:orrc.it to C ~ ' / ~ I I I C I I ~ ~ I I ~  

Wind 
This bitter wind irom the N.W. blowing over the snow-cladTibetan mountains was 
a curse to us all the time we were on  the plateau. It made every one of us as crabbed 
as the very deuce, and before n couple of days had passed I fear very much if you 
\vould have r e c o g ~ ~ i z e ~ i  me. My hands, face and lips were so severely chapped that 
every nlovement was torture to me and as for laughing, that \\,as out of the 
question, eve11 supposing there had been anything to laugh at. 

Utrdn t td  1st c s p ~ d i t i ~ ~ r r  lertcr~fiorrl 
I'orrc~st to C/orrcr~l irro 

Danger 
1 spent nvo of the hardest and most dangerous months of  my life there, a time I 
shall never forget. Roads of  no kind; deep jungle-choked and panther-haunted 
gorges, bounded by break-neck precipices and dense forests at the lower altitudes, 
crane-brakes I?] :rnd boulder-strewn. marshy n~oorlands with snow drifts and eternal 
mists at the higher, above all a chaos of screes, ragged peaks and glaciers with, 
however, flowers donlinant everywhere! A place to visit once and have as a 
nlernory always. 

I-'orrcsr ttr R .  C o r y  T S c l ~ t  19-7 1 

Insects 
Ani~r~a l  and bird litr along the Upper Salwirl is conspicuous by its a b s r ~ ~ c e  - an 
important 111attt-r for the traveller, who canllot count on replenishing his Inrder 
with game. O n  the other hand, the river-ba~lks at a low altitude, and where \\:holly 
sheltered from the north winds, have an almost tropical cli~nate, a ~ ~ d  vegetable and 
i11w-t life is both v i g o r o ~ ~ s  and troublesonle. Creatures \\.it11 inconveniently long 
legs plunge suddenly into one's soup; great caterpillars in splendid but poisonous 
uniforms of  long and g;lily coloured hairs arrive ill onr's blankets with the 
business-like air o i  a guest who means to stay. Ladybirds a n ~ i  other specimens of 
Coleoptera drop off the jungle down one's neck, whilst otl~el. unde\ir.~bles lllsert 
then~selves under one'\ nether garrnents.The light in the tent c~ttrc~cts 3 perfect army 
of creatures which creep. buzz, fly, crawl and sting. 

/ 1 ~ 1 . 2 4 . T - 2 4 6  (11- C;. t.'orrc.<t, ; ] O I I ~ I I C ~  1 1 1 1  1 $per . S C I / I I J I I I ' ,  
O r t o l ~ r r  - Ilr~cc~rrrl,r~r 190.5,  The <;cog~..lphlc.,l Joul.n.11. -12 ( I Y O X )  ? . $ 9 - 2 6 6 .  



His first wolf 
Just about dusk 1 shot my first wolf. It was conling down the moraine quite boldly, 
probably after the horses, but when it saw it was detected slunk off in a cross- 
direction. I boltcd after it but even the appearance of my chasing it did not make 
it hurry. Got my first shot in about 250 yds [230m], a clear ~niss, as likewise was the 
second, as the animal was going hard then. However, after running to a good 
distance, perhaps 7 to 800 yds [685rn], something in front seemed to startle i t ,  and 
it stood broadside on  for a few seconds.This was my opportunity and I got in my 
third shot. It \\ras a Inere chance as my Winchester rifle is only sighted up to 300 
yds 1275rnj. but I did as I used to d o  in Australia when kangaroo dlooting, cast up 
above the object to what 1 reckoned was the elevation, and I found I had not 
entirely lost my skill as 1 got it clean through the back part of the skull. It dropped 
stone dead of course. 

I:rtdarcd 1st cspt~dirtor~ I c r t e ~ ~ / ~ t ~ t r ~  Forrest to C lc t r i~ r r r i t~n  

Separation 
Hoping to hear from you nest week with all the love I am capable of and heaps of 
hugs and kisses from your own loving boy, 

George. 
My own sweet Clern.When will I have you in my arms again dear! 

L J t ~ d n r e d  1st  c~spedit ior i  letter-frmtr 
Forrest ro C l e n ~ r t i t i t i a  



A I V E N ~ I X  1 

Chinese and Burmese Place Names 

The spelling of Chinese place nalnes has ofien varied, but since the tinle of  Forrest the official system 
for transcription has colnpletely changed. In the text of  this book the narnes are those used at the time. 
The  following lists show the names currently accepted. 

Names used at the time of Forrest Names used today Names used a t  the time o f  Forrest Names used today 

PROVINCES AND REGIONS RIVERS AND LAKES 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S z e c h ~ ~ a n  .Sichuan 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tibet .Xizang 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tsarong .Tsarong 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yi~nlnnall .Yunnan 

TOWNS AND HAMLETS 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Atuntse, Atuntsi, .Dechen, Deqen, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Atuntze. Atuntzu .L)eqin, Dequn 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bhanio .Bhamo 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chengtu C h e n g d u  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chung-tien .Zhongdian 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fengkou .Fengke 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  H p i r n ~ w  .I'ian~na 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lhasa .Lhasa 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lichia~ig, Likiang .Lijiang 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Litiping .Litiping 
Mengtze, Mengsi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Mengzi 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mu11 .Muli 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Myitkyina .Myitkyina 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ningpo .Ningbo 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Putao .Put30 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Szemao .Sinla0 
Tachien-lu,Tatsien-lu . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Kangding 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tali. TalifU .Dali 
'Tengyueh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Tengchong 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tsekou . C h i p  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Weihsi Weixi 

Y ~ ~ n g n i n g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Yongr~ing 
Yunnan-f11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Kunniing 

Lake Tali . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Er Hai 
Litang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Litang QLI 
Mekong . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Lancang Jiang 
N'Mai Kha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .N'Mai Kha 
Salween, Salwin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Nu  Jiang 
Shweli . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Longchuan Jiang 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Taping .Daying Jiang 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yang-pi .Yangbi Jiang 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yangtze (upper) .Jinsha Jiang 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yangtze (lo~ver) .Chang Jiang 

MOUNTAINS AND PASSES 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Beirna Shan .Ueima Shan 
Chimili (Chi~nili  Alps) . . . . .  .(just north of Pianma) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chungtien plateau .Zhongdian 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Doker La .I)oker La 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kari pass .(near Fugong) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lichiang Kange .Yulong Shan 
Litiping . . . . . . . . .  .Litiping (platrau east ofWcixi) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mount Omei  .Emei Shan 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sung Kwei pats . S o ~ l ~ g u i  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tali Rdnge .<:ang Shan 



APPENI)IX 3 

George Forrest (1 873-1 932) - A Chronology 

13 Mar. Birth oiGeorgC Forrest at 
Falkirk. Scotland 
Moves with his parent\ and s~stcrs to 
join his elder brother. James, ill 
Kiln~arnock. 
Attends Kiln~arnock Academy until 
1 891. 
14 Sep t  George ForrcstP father dies. 
Starts no rk  at Rankin & Uorland's 
pliarn~aceutical shop in L ln~a rnock .  
Inherits legacy and goes to Australia. 
21 June. Hen. John Abercmmhy \vrites 
to I'mf I. Bayley Balfour. Reglue 
Keeper. RDGE, on behalf of Formt. 
7 Sept. Forrest staru work in tlie 
Herbarium of the lU3GE. 
Apr. Arthur K. Uulley of Ness 
engages Forrest to collect seeds of 
dpine and hardy plants in N.W. 
Yunnan for Bees' nursery. 
May. Sets sail aboard S.S. Alrsrr~~lie on  
his 1st espedition toyunnan. 
Sept. Reaches China Illland Mlssion 
(CIM) at Tali (Ddi). N.W.Yunnan. 
Sept. to Nov. A 'preliminary canter' 
wlth C:onsul Litton to the Mekong 
valley. 
21 Jul. La~na.; sack French Catholic 
Mission at Tsekou in the Mekong 
valle! Forrest flees with missionaries. 
who  are later ~nurciered. 
17 Aug. Foreign Office telegram 
reports Forrest murdered on  21 July. 
I 9 Aug. A h r the r  t e l e ~ d ~ n  reports 
that Forrest is alive and safe. 
Oct.-l3cc. Exploration of the Upper 
Salween with COIISUI Litton. 
10 Jan. (appms.). Llcath of Consul 
Litton. 
Apr. Forrect returns to Scotland and 
works in the Herbarium of the  RBGE. 
15 Jul. Marriage of George Forrest 
.ind Clementina Trail1 at Rossly11 
Chapel. 
14 Aug. Resigns from the RUGE. 
5 Sept. Meets Charles Sdrgent. 
1)irector of the Arnold Arlmren~m. 
USA atVcltch's Nurser): Chelsea to 
d~scuss collecting plants in N. China. 
Nov. Forrest decl~nes Sargent's ofcr .  
20 Mar. Birth of George Forrest's 
eldest son. George (jnr). 
2 Jan. George For rn t i  mother dies. 
JAII.  Fundt*d by Bees' nurser): Forrect 
\ails aboard S.S. Irrdlfklddy on his 2nd 
expedition toYu11na11. his lapt 
expedition for a nurserym.1n. 
2 1 /23  Jan. Ilcparts from liangvon 
on S.S. .ilrrranlpo~rrn. 
7 Jan. B~rtli  of (;eorgc Forrecti 
~econd  son. John Eric. 
Frb. (or I.~tt. Jan.). Fundcd by 

J.C. Willid~ns ol'C:acrhayq C:a\tle. 
Cornwall, Forrest boards S.S. :\landhan 
ior his 3rd oxpchtion to Yunnan. 
( I l c~nen t~ l~a  and sor~s Inovc fn jn~  
(;lenkevock House, Lass\v.~dc to 
Loaningdalc. Perbl~? while Forre5t In 
Yunnan. 
Jan./Feh. I)epare fnjm Rangoon on 
S.S. Tcrtus~-rifn. 
20 Jul. Lectures to the KHS. 
Nov. F~lnily move3 from 
Loaningdale. Pceble\ to Umoniliill 
Houw. Las\wnde. 
I1 Jan. Funded by a synd~catr of sevtbn 
gendcnicn and the M S .  Formt 
deparu aboard S.S. Cl~irld~~irl on his 
4th rxpcdinon toY~uuian. HIS conuact 
includn making zoological collrc-tiom. 
8 Jul. Birth of GF's tlurd son. 
Charles. at Broo~nhill House. 
11 Aug. Plants lost \\,hen the Gry clj 
.4drLide, bound for Liverpool f i n 1  
Rangoon. is sunk by m m l y  
submdrine in the Mediterranean. 
6 Feh. Forrest boards S.S. .5irrl~fll: 
bound for home 
June. Elected Hon. Metnber of the 
Rhododendron Soc~ety. 
16th Nov. Lectures to the 
Rhododendron Socirty 
30 Nov. Council of tlie R H S  votes 
to award Forrest the V~ctoria Medal 
of Honour (VMH). 
13 Dec. Notified that the 
Massachuset6 Horticultural Soc~ecy 
awards him the George Robert 
White Medal of Honour ior eniinent 
sel.vice to Horticulture. 
20/21 Jan. Funded hy J.C. WiUianis 
dnd R .  Cory  Forrest sets otf on 
S.S. Rlrer~~o on his 5th espedition to 
Yunnan. 
Volume 148 of Clrrrisj B~r~tr l ic~~l  
, \ l q a z i ~ ~ e  IS dehcated to Forrest. I: 
30  N o c  Death of Professor 
I. Bayley Balhur. 
Mar. Returns to Britain. 
Nov. Lectures to the Rhododendron 
Society. 
20 Dec. Lectures to the Botanical 
Socier) of Ed~nburgh. 
Jan. Funded by J.C. WiUiarns. 
R. Car). and Lord Rothschild. 
Forrebt sail* froni Britai~i on  hls 
6th espedition toYunnan. 
Clement~na ~ n d  sons mo\.e imm 
BroonihiU House. Lasswade to 
17, Inverleith I'lacr. Edinbl~rgh. 
I0 June. Forrest elected Fcllou8 of 
the Linliean Society. 
Volume 88 of 7 7 1 1 8  Gldvtr b 
dedicated to Forrest. 

21 Nov. 1)cath of (;rorgc F o r m i  
cldcr bnjther, Jam(>. 
Mar. ILerur~~s to Br~taln. 
July C o ~ ~ n c i l  elect* Forrc%t zs HWI. 
Life Meniher o i  tho new 
Rhododendron Asrsiarion. 
20 < k t .  Elcctcd an Ascociatc o i  the 
Uota~ural Socicry. Edlnburgh. 
KI-IS awdrds h ~ r r c r t  thevcitch 
Memorial Medal. 
13 Jan. Lectures under the aucpices of 
the Bot~nical Soc~ety of Ed~nburgh. 
Ih Fch. M n  George Forrest elected 
'Ordinnry Fellow' and thelr nvo elder 
\o~i \ ,  George jnr. ~ n d  John Eric. 
elrctrd a\ '0rdlnar)- Mrmbrn '  o f t l ~ e  
I3ownical Soriety of Edlnburgh. 
3 Mar. Lcln~res to the Kirkcaldy 
Naturalists' Society. 
13 Mar. Lcctur i~  under the au%piccs 
of the Llotanlc~l Soc~ety of 
€dillburgh. 
7 June. Discus5es \\wh Hon.  H.D. 
McLaren .lnd Maj. F.C:. Stern the use 
of his collectors to send seed from 
Yunnan. Lvhilst Forrest stays in 
Britain. 
June. Has eye oper.~tion. 
23 AUK. I l e ~ t h  of George Forrest's 
sister. 15abella. 
15 Nov. Lccturcs under the auspices 
of the Botanical Society of 
Edinburgh. 
Autunin. Forrest's collectors gather 
seed InYunnan for Hon. H.D. 
McLaren. 
October. R H S  awards Forrest the 
Loder Rhododendron Cup for his 
inmoduction of ne\y and rare species 
of Rhododendrons. 
24 Oct. Lecturts under auspiccs 
of the Botanicdl Socier). of 
Edlnburgli. 
Proi. W. W. Snuth organises 
suhscripnons for F o r m t i  7th m d  
final espedition. 
31 Jan. Lecnlres under auspices of the 
Botanical Society of Edinburgh. 
1 Feb. I'urchase oiBellfield, Eskbank. 
Midlothian. Forrest L ~ m ~ l y  n~ove 
hum 17. Inverleith Place, Edinburgh. 
25 May. Forrest visits Ireland. 
111-21 Aug. Forrest \isits Bodndnt. 
N o c  Funded by a syndicate o i  
t l~irry-n~ne sponson, F o r n ~ t  5.1ils 
with Maj. Lawrence Johnston of 
Hidcote Manor, C;loucestersl~ire, to 
Rangoon. 
Mar. Major Johnston rc!turns e~rly. 
o Jan. Dies suddenly ne:u Tengyueh 
(Teng<.hond .Yunnan. 



The known sponsors of George Forrest 

C o n t e m p o r a r y  d o c u n l e n t a r y  ev idence  sho\vs tha t  t h e  fo l lowing  people  a n d  
inst i tut ions sponsored  Forrest  o n  expedi t ions  t o  Y u n n a n .  F o r  expedi t ions  three t o  
six w r i t t e n  contracts  esis t  a n d  for  t h e  seven th  expedi t ion  w e  have w h a t  appears  t o  
b e  a c o ~ l i p l e t e  list o f s u b s c r i b e r s  i n  Forrest's o w n  h a n d . '  M a n y  w h o  subscribed for 
Forrest's seeds shared s o m e  w i t h  the i r  fr iends a n d  later  shared cut t ings o f  t h e  plants, 
s o  ha\.ing a p lan t  w i t h  a Forrest  n u n i b e r  is n o  p r o o f  of hav ing  b e e n  a subscriber. 
W h e r e  a sponsor  had  m o r e  than  o n e  garden ,  o n l y  o n e  is listed below. Forrest's 
annua l  salary a n d  t h e  total cost  o f  e a c h  expedi t ion  a re  g iven ,  i f  k n o w n .  

Forrest's 1st Expedition (1904-07) 

A.K.  Uulley's nursery, Dees Ltd Ness, Neston. Cheshire 

Forrest's 2nd Expedition (1910-11) 

A.K. Bulley's nursery, Bees Ltd Ness, Necton, Cheshire 
Uulley was the original sponsor on  behalf o f  Bers Ltd, but J .C .  Williams paid Bers for 
rhododcndron and conifer seed. Forrest's annual salary was ,4200 and Bees' total 
expenditure was EY33.9c.4d.' 

Forrest's 3rd Expedition (1912-15) 

J.C. Williams Caerhays C:astle, Cornwnll 
Forrest\ salary was ,4500 per a n l ~ u ~ n .  H e  was alco glven a travelling allowance of 6 1 0 0  per 
annuni, pass'ige nloniec o f  ,450 each way. and i t r~nised initial expense? of ,4166.9s.Od. (in 
13ritain) and ~ 1 4 ? . 4 s . O d .  ( ~ n  Rangoon). T h e  total cost o f  the three-year expedit~on was 
,4.3,1 OX. 135.6~1. 

Forrest's 4th Expedition (1917-20) 

Sponsor\ licted on  the o r~gina l  c o n t r ~ c t '  ,Ire as follo\v-5. They  are li\ted in order of the 
amounts they contributed. 
7 parts J.C. William\ Caerhayi Castle, Corn\vall 
5 T h r  R o y ~ l  Hort~cultural  Society Witley. Surrey 
3 I<. Cory  1)ufiyn. Card i f  
2 I >uke of  Uedford Woburn Abbcy, Bedfordchire 
2 Sir ].TI>.-Lle\vclly~~ I'cnllerpaer, Swansea 
2 Col .  StepIie~l\on R. (:larke Uorde Hill, Hay\vardc Heath, Su\\er  
7 - H.J. Elwe? Colesbornc, <;loucectershirr 
1 (;.W.E. Lodcr Wakc.hurst I'l,lcc. AI-dingly Sucsrx 

O n e  p ~ r t  c o ~ i ~ p r i \ e d  ~:'7O.lhs.Xd. for ~nitial cspiAnser . ~ n d  ;II I  annual paylllent o f  LiO. Four 
.~dditional cponsors appear on I ~ t c r  11ct.' The); joined I.lter, n.lirn the expedition \vds 
continued into 1919.Thcir individual contr ibut io~l\  .ire nor glvrn. 
Lord 13:irrymore Fot;~. C1.1rr1gt\vol1ill. (:o. ( h k .  Ireland 
A .K .  Uullcy N c s ,  Neston, C:hcthire 
C.C. Eley E;i\t Uergholt I'l.lcc, E ~ c t  L3crgholt. Suthlk 
M .  Yorkc' 
Forrest n8a\  paid dn initi.11 expend~turc  .illowa~lce ~ i A : S o o ,  a i,llary o i~ ; ( ;5oo  per annuln and 
rravclling exprnicc o\.erecd\ of L700 per ,~nnunl. 'Tllc totdl co\t of the thrrc-ycdr c r p c ~ i ~ t i o n  
\ V J \  LA, I ( l 0 .  



Forrest's 5th Expedition (1921-23) 

Sponsors lirted on  a co1rtra1.t'. are: 
R. Cory  I)utkylr. ClardrtT 
J.C. Williams (:aerhiys Castle. Clorl~wall 
They  contributed equal an~ounts ,  paying Forrest an ~nitial expenditurt. allo\v~nct. o f  EHoo, 
J salary of Ll,OOO per annunl  and an expcndittrrc ~ l lowancc  of  k l , 4 0 ( 1  per antlunr. This 
two-year expedition cost tlrem a total o f  k:(:.i,(iOO. 
Col.  Stephenson I<. C:larke scems t o  have \ponsorcd Forre5t to collcct birds, for Forrc\t 
wrote to hinr in 1921 asking him to send him eonre I ICW guns.' 

Forrest's 6th Expedition (1924-26) 

Two contracts for this expedition have survived."The first Irstc nvo sponeorc: 
R .  Cory  I lu f fyn ,  CardrtT 
J.C. Willia~nc Caerhays Castlc, Cornwall 
As for the 5th expedition, they paid Forrest an initial expenditure allowance of  & H ( J ( ~ ,  a 
salary of  Al .000  per annum and 3n expenditure allowvd~~ce of  Ll .40()  per annum. In 
addition there was an allo~vance for an ascistant of L500 per anni1111. This two-year 
expedition cost then1 a total o f  Lh.hO(.). 
In the second contract, Lord W. l\othschild o fTnng .  Herthrrlshire agreed to pay Forrest a 
salary of  L 3 7 5  per annunl ' to  collect zoologrcally for a period of nvo years'. 
T h e  total cost to  Rothschild \vas E 7 5 0 .  

The McLaren syndicate helped by George Forrest (1929) 

T h e  sponsors were:" 
2 shares = A100 Hon.  H.1). McLdren Bodnant,Tal-y-Cafn, N.Wales 
1 share = 50 Hon.R.Jan les  St. Nicholas, Kichn~ood,Yorkshire 
1 "  = 50  L. de  Rothsch ld  E x b u n  House. Exbur); Hampshire 
1 0  = 3 Sir F.C. Stern Highdo\vn. Goring-on-Sea, Susses 
Total ~ 2 5 ~  
T h e  1UCE received o n e  share o f  teed gratis. Forrest \vas paid L 5 0  for his services and a 
gratuity o f  A40.lOs.Od., the anrount left over .ifter all expenses had been paid. 

Forrest's 7th Expedition (1930-32) 

S ~ o n s o r c  for seeds are listed in the order o f  their contributions: 
&: 
T h e  Koyal Horticultural Societ). Wisle): Surrey 
Crosfield. J.J. En~bley Park. Romsey. Hampshire 
Johncton, M.~jor  L.W. Hidcote Manor. Carnpden. Gloucestershire 
Kothschild, L. d e  Esbury House, Exbur): Hampshire 
m: 
Cory, R .  (for I W G E )  
m: 
Williams. J.C. 

Rothschild. L .  de  (for RI3G Kc\r.) 
Hulley, A.K.  
Clarke, Col .  Stephenson K. 
McLlouall. K. 
McLaren. Hon.  H.1). 
Messel. Leonard C.K. 
Milncr. Sir W i l l ~ a n ~  
Stevenson. J.B. 
S\vaythlrng, Lord S.A.S.M. 
/Ic,o: - 
I3e11tley. W. 
Berry, Mr3. A.C.U. 
Cooke. R.U. 

Caerhays Castle. Corn\vall 

Esbury House. Esbury  Hampshire 
Ness, Neston. Cheshire 

Borde Hill. Haytvards Heath. Susses 
Logxi. Port Logan. Wigtonnshire. Scocland 

Uodnant.Ta1-y-Cab. N. Wales 
Nymans. H~ndcroes,  Hay\vards Heath, Susses 

Parcevall Hall, Skipton,Yorkshire 
Tower Court ,  Ascot. Berkshire 

To\vnhrll I'ark. Wect End, Southanlpton, H'unpshire 

48, K~ckn~an\u .or th  Koad,Watford. Hertford\h~re 
Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. 

Kllbryde, C o r b r ~ d g r ,  Northumberland 



Headfort, Marquess o f  
Hrneage-Vivian, Admiral A. W. 
Horlick, Lt.-Col. J.N. 
Johnstone. G . H .  
Kent. Sir S.H. 
LeConfield, Lady 
Loder. Gerald, W.E. 
MacEwen, Brig.-Gen. D.L. 
Rartlsden. Sir J.F. 
S ~ n d e m a ~ i .  F.I).S. 
Strakcr. Mrs. 
Youngcr. H . G  
L 6 2  10s: 
Janlrs. Hon .  R. 
Morlev. Earl o f  

Headfort, Kells, Co .  Meath. 11-eland 
Clyne C:astle, Ulackspill. S w a n s e ~ . W ~ l e s  

Achanlore, Isle o f  Gigha, Scotland 
Trcw~then ,  I'robus, Cor~l\r.all 

Chnpelwood Manor, Nutley, Sussex 
Penvorth House, Petworth. Su\\ex 
Wakehurst I'lace, Ardingly, Sussex 

Corsock, I>albe~~ttie, Kirkcudbrightshire. S c o t l a ~ d  
Muncaster Castle, Ravenglass, C ~ ~ n ~ b r i d  
T h e  Laws, Ki~igennic. Angus, Scotland 

Stngsliaw House, Corbridge, Nor th~~tnber land  
Kittocs. 13tshopsteignton.T~ign1lith, Ilevon 

St. Nicholas, Kichmond.York\hire 
Saltram, I'lympton, Ilcvon , . m: 

(:OX E .H.M.  Glendoick, Perthshire, Scotlatid 
Kcnton.  J.F. Ur~nklyn ,  I'erth. Scotland 
Guisepye. I)r J.P.L. Trevose. Felixsto\vc. Suthlk 
Londonderrv. Marchioness o f  M o u n t  Stewart, Nrmtownards. (:o.l)o\vn, N.lreland 
a: 
Ualfour. F I G  
Stirlirlp-Mas\vell. Sir J 
Stanley, Lady Heatrix 

I>a\vyck. Stobo, I'eehlcsth~re. Scotland 
I'ollok House, I'ollocksh~iws, Glargow, Scotl.~nd 

S~bbertoft  Manor, Market Hnrbo~ougli ,  Lelcestershtre 

111 addition. Lord Walter I<othsch~ld o t  Tring. Hertfordshire. s~lbscribed L500  for birds and 
nlanun1:lls to he collected for thc British Museum (now the Natl~ral Hi5tot-y Museut]~), London. 
C:ountitip Liotlel de  Rothschild once (he paid for himself and for Kc\\), Forrest hnd t h i r t y  
nine sponsors for this expedition. 

Summary 

L ) L I ~ ~ I I ~  his cdreer Forrest had forty-six diRcrent rponsor\, of \\.liotn thirty-s~s only 
sponsored ;I single esprdi t ion.The total prerent-day (November 2003) value of  sponsorship 
was ~ ; I ,O20 ,000 ,  o f  \vhich Xi '%)  was provided by l i ic  seven 1.1rgrst .;ponsors, \\rich nearly 
three-quarters o f  the total being provided by just three men - J .C .  W i l l i ~ m \  (36'%,), Arthur 
13ulley (1')'%1) and Kegitl.~ld Cory  (IXi%>). 

The top seven sponsors o f  George Forrest by number o f  expeditions 
supported and total present-day value o f  sponsorship 

J .C.  Williams 
Arthur K.  Uulley 
Rcgin.lld Cory  
Roy.11 Horticultural Society 
Lord Walter I<othscl~ild 
Liotiel de  I<oth~cltild 
C:c,l. Stephenson I \ .  Cl.lrke 
Total: 



Supplies for the Third Expedition (1 91 2-1 5) 
(as written in longhand by George Forrest) 

List of necessary items for expedition which had best be procured here [Britain]: also other expenses 

I'assage to ILangoon from Liverpool. 
t run  fare to Liverpool, 

i ~ ~ s u r a n c c  of  luggage. porterage, etc: 
M e h c i n e  chest 6 7  10s ~ p p r o s .  
Auton~atic  repeating folvling plece. 

5  hot. 12 bore, fill1 choke. 
Ilouble bdrrcl fowling piece, 12  bore. 

right cylinder, left choke. 
Winchecter repe'lting carbine, 12 shot. (40-41) 
Colt repeating pistol .45. 
Sundries, and cartridges for testing sanie. 
T\vo axec. 
Carborundum sharpening stone. 
Camp bed s pattern. 
Pillotv for tame. 
C a m p  table and chair s pdttrrn. 
Rubber  bath. 
Oilskin coat and sou'wester. 
Palm and needles tbr leather u-ork 
Field note books, .;tationerr etc. 
Sheath knives. 
Leather cases for niule travel. appros. 6 0 0 
Boots, special clothing etc. 25  0 0 
A suffic~ent supply of  stout lir~e~l-lined 
e~ivelopes for fol-warding 
seeds, address (to be given later) printed. 
~ l s o  a number o f  smaller 
stout paper envelopes for the seeds 
themselves. price indefinite? I ? ?  
Also 3-5,000 labels plus price o f  er~velopes. 

Kuby Refles  canera for hand work, 
also wide angle lens. 15 15 0 
l1ldtt'\. 3 0 0 
Cans for came, approx. 1 0 
I'.O.P [ I ]  1 I 0  0 
Chemicals etc.. appros. 2 0 
Seed envelopes, printing. 1 15 0 

Articles best bought in Rangoon 

Two Wlllesden canvas tents @ Rps 400. 
Animunition. 
Mosquito curtain for camp bed. 
Water Bottle. 
Spare drugs. lancets, etc.. approx. 
Hotel espenses in Rangoon for 7 days. 
Fare to Bhanlo, cooly and can  hire Bi. extras. 
Stores to be bought at Bhamo and Rangoon 

Saddle and bricUe. 3 10 0 

Additional A 6  14s for [ ? I  
Saddle and bridle. 

6 1 4 2  4 0 
A141 9 6 

-- 

A s ci 
Stores Rangoon.  131 10 0 
England. 141 9 6 
Sal~ry,  .iUowance, etc. 2.750 0 0 



Publications by George Forrest 

*Each of these items largely comprises notes of  GF and one of  his full-page illustrations. The 
n~a te r id  is credited to him in the text, but his nanle does not appear at the foot of  the note. 

G. C. = Thr Gordcrtcrs' Cliror~iclc 

6 Nov. Lanu distrlrbances in North-west Yt~rlnan: 
I)escructio~l of a French Mission. A Scotsman's perconal 
narrative, T/IL~ Srl~rsnrnrr. 
Gentiallacrae Croni eastern Tibet and south-west 
China, ,Vt2.;,rcs R .  B. C. Erlinbuqlr 4: (19-81. 
Prinlulaceae iron1 western Yunnan and eastern Tibet. 
;VOLPS K.B. (;. Edinhuyli 4: 213-239. 
Journey on the Upper Salw~n. Ortober-1)ecember 
1905, 77re G~~u,qroyhirnl J. 32: 239-266. 
20 Nov. Chinese prilnulds [Prirrrri/a ~ I S ~ C R I .  Prrrrrrr/n 
~~irrca~..llonr and Prirrl~rltr poissorrii]. C .  C 46: 344-345. 
18 Dec. C)y~ripedirrra riI~~.ricrrrrr and C. rrrqqorirt~rrrrrrl. 
C.C.  46: 419. 
The land of the crossbow. !Y,iriorrnl Ct,odral)lrir ~\~lo'qo:irrt~. 
21: 132-15h. 
1 Jan. Lyioris eurcn, C. C. 47: 12. 
8 Jan. Arrdrl~sncr spirrrrl~jmt. (;. C. 47: 27. 
15 Jan. Crdrr!firrdio E~rillrrilliorrr~, C .  C. 47: 44. 
22 Jan. Prinrrrb sorrrh~jolLi. C .  C. 47: 38. 
5 Mar. Our  supplementary illustration [Prirnrrla 
der~riirrlnta]. G'. C. 47: 152. 
26 Mar. Our  supplenientary illustration. Scenes in Tibet 
and Chlna, C.C. 47: 202. 

28 MdyThe perils of plant-collecting (cont.), C.C. 
47:344. 
28 Ma): Rlrododrrrdrurr mcrrnosrrm. C. C. 47: 343. 
Gentianaceae novae Orienti-Tibeticar atque Austro- 
Occidentali-Ch~nentrs. Rq~err. Sp. IVOK Frddr 8: 
152-157. (A republication of the descr~ptions o f  
10 specles. orig~nally publ~shed in Forrest, G., 1007.) 
22 Julv, "vf~rorr~~psis delori~lyi G. C. 50: 5 1-52. 
19 Aug. Our  supplementary illustrat~on Ilrrrflrr~illm 
Irrrc,~]. G.C. 50: 130. 
16 Sept. Ch~l lcsr  primulas. PrirrrrrLi rr~r~r~hrarr~julio .lnd 
l? dr).ndjlolia. C.C.  50: 207-109. 
30 Sept. I'rirrrrrla BcCsiarr~~. Forrest, C .C .  50: 242-243. 
I1 Nov. Our  supplementary illustrat~on [Aferorr~~psis 
inrqr@lra]. C.C.  50: 339. 
2 Dee. Iso/~)~rrrrr~ frond!fi~rrrrir. C. C,'. 50: 30 1 . 
30 I k c .  O u r  supplenirnt.~ry illuctrat~on IPrirnrrLl 
lirl~ia~r~cr~ris]. G'. C. 50: 473. 
1 I Jan. IJlant collecting in Wester11 China. J. Hor~i~.rrlrrrrc 
lrrld Hgrrrt, Farrrrrr. 64: 34-36, 
I0 Feb. Sarrssrrrc<r ~~~uyy i l~ l ro ra  and S. Irrrrn~rr,~. G. C. 
51:XS. 
13 Aprll. Our  supplernentary ~lluetr:~tlon [Prirr~rrLi 
/;~rrrsrii]. (;. C. 51: 240. 
4 May. l<hododendrons In C:h~na. G.(:. 51: 291-202. 
I I May. Prirrrrrl~r r,irrcd~/lorn and I? pIrrriar~/ida, G. C. 5 1 : 
321 I. 
The tlor.1 of n~>rtIi-\vestern Yunrlan, J. Roynl HorrL-rrlrrrml 
Sor.. Lorrdorr 41: 700-208. 
I 3  May. Pvi~rrr~la I~l~ifrur~/;~rrrris, C;.(:. 59: 254. 

1916 27 May. ..lfiliosrrio irorc2[/i~lin. Fr.. C.C.  59: 279-280. 
1') I0 2 Sept. New Chinesc plants [Asrrr srnrir+lirrs]. C .  C. 

60: 116. 
9 Sept. N c w  Chinese plants [Dclphirri~trrr likior~y~~rrsr], 
C .  C. 60: 1 29. 
28 Oct .  Didissorrdra larrrcfiriosn. Clarke. C. C.  60: 
205-206. 
Notes on the flora of north-western Yunnan. J. Roy1 
Hurrirrrlrrrr~rl Sur.. Lorrdl~rr 42: 39-46, 
Contribution to Mill.lis, J.G.. Rlr~~d~~d~~rrdrorrs urrd rlrr 
r~nriorrs Ir)~brid.\.. Longnian, pp. 18-25. 
I5  Sept. Flora of the Chinece-T~bet borderland. C.C. 
62: 105. 
27 Oct.  Plant collecting 111 China. C;.C3. 62: 165-1 66. 
Plant hunting in Upper D~r rn~ah .The  flora ofYu11nan 
and Upper Burmah. Cnrdrrr 81: 346-347. 
26 Jan. Plmt collect~ng in China. G.C.  63: 31-33. 
A lecture by Mr. George Forrest on recent diccoveriet 
of rhododendrons in China. Rlrod. Sor. Nurcs 2: 3-23. 
Some Meconoptis o f Y u ~ ~ ~ l a n .  (I). Cororrr)~ L!/i, 54: 
614-615. ([I), Currrrrr)' L!/i. 54: 652-653. 
Rhododendrons of 1921 and 1'122 2nd some trccc and 
shrubs ofY11nnan. Rlrorl. Sli .  ,V~~rtz$ 2: 147- 158. 
Explol.atio11 of N.W.Yi~nnan and S.E.Tibet. 1921- 1922. 
J. R11yn1 H12.;,rriorlrirrol Soc., L~rrdorr 49: 25-36, 
The explor.~tions a l ~ d  work of George Forrest (pp. Ih- 19) 
and Exploratior~ for Rhododendron. 191 7-22 (pp. 10-26) 
in Mlllni\. J.G.. RIr~~d,~d~~ndmrrs {~rrd rhr ~fariorrs lrybrids, 
Longman, 2nd e d ~ t ~ o n .  
Magnoli.1t ofYunnan. In Millais, J.C..  .l~I~qriolia.<, 
Longman, pp.3 1-40. 
Prirrrr~ln k l~ i~~r r i~ i r r~~ .  /YCIII Flora -5 .SI/II~I 5: 5 1-52, 

Joint publications by W.W. Smith and G. Forrest 
I9 l h  New g-irdrn Ilracoceph;~lun~c from  chin^, 7hrris. Bar. 

Soi., Edirrhrrr;ylr 27: 80-03. 
1923 New Primirl,~ceae. ,\'arcs R.B. (;. Edirrhrr~qlr 14: 3 1-36. 
1927 Some new Acl.~tic Pr~nlul~~ccac.  ~\r~rc*s H . H . C ; .  Edirrlrrr~~lr 

15: 247-258. 
1028 Tile t e c t i n ~ ~ s  of the gerlut I'rimilla. . & ~ o  R.B.(;. 

Edirrl~rr~qlr 16: 1-50. (Reprinted with .~lter.~t~onr In 
J. Ro)~~il H~~rrrirrlrrrr~rl ,Sod.. , I~orrr~1~rr 54: 4-50 (1029)) 

Joint publication by H.F. Tagg and G. Forrest 
1927 New cpeciet and v.lrletlc\ O ~ A ~ I J ~ I C  r11odode1ldro11\. 

~Yorl*s R. B. C. Edirrl)rrr~~lr 15: 305-320. 

Publications by others in which Forrest's help is 
acknowledged 
Stcven\orl. J.13. (Ed~t . ) .  Tllc sl~ccir,~ I~/HlrO~fO~il~rrrln~rl.Tllc 

Khododelldron Soc~ety, 1030. 
Taylor. George, Arr nrc-nrtrrf l!jfIrc Xrrrrrr .\'l~~ic~rrt~/~si<, New F1or.1 ,111d 

Sylva Ltd.. London. 1034 



Plants introduced to Britain by Forrest and available today 

This is not a comprehensive list, but the following are all available i r ~  conlmerce in the UK and 
most of  the plants have many suppliers, according to the RHS Marrr Fi~rder. a Plant rlirectory 
compiled by T h e  Royal Horticultural Society. Forrest may not have been the first person t o  
introduce them to cultivation, nor does it follow that stocks available today are derived t h i n  his 
introductions, but at some stage he did introduce all of them. Plants with awards (particularly the 
AGM) and with names related to Forrest have beet1 given priority. 

Non Rhododendrons 

Alric.<,hrrrsrii (syn. A. delavayi) 
Arrr dovidii (particularly 

'George Forrest' AGM) 
*Adrrroplrora hrrllcyanir 
f Allirrrrt hc~r~sinrrrrrrr AGM 
fAllicrm .forrrsrii 
Ancirr~~ric rupirolu 
*Arisneriru iurrdidissinrrrrri 
Arisocrrin rorisarrgirirrrrri 
f Bcrl>cris ,jurircsiarrn 
Buddlejajol lc~ir~ic~~~~i (var. nlba has 

AGM) 
*Buddlcja jhrrrsfii 
C~nicllLi selrrorcrrsis 
Cardinrriirwnr ,@qurrrcurw var. 

yrrr~iiarrentc 
Clcrnaris ~rrrrrnrrdii 
Clcti~afis tlir)~soic~nru 
*Codarrcyrsis hrrllryaria 
Cyriglossrrrn ar~rabilr AC;M 
D~plrrrt. odors 
Dapl~rrc rarigrrritn Rct~isa  group 

(syn. D, rrrrtsa) AGM 
Gcrrriorr~r orcodma 
*Gcnfiarrn sirlo-orrrofa AGM 
*Hy/~criirrrri.jorreJrii (syn. H. 

pafrtlrrr~ var.J;Irrcsrii) AGM 
Ir~ion~illcn drlawyi 
*Irrtan~illca dclawyi 'Uees' Pink' 
I~riarr~illm rrrnirci var. ,er~rrdifloral 
*Iris 111rIlc)~ar1~1 
Iris ihrys~!prapl~cs AM AGM 
Iris drluisryi AGM 
*lris,fi~rrtrrii AM AGM 
*~flslrl~lrllrll l>~~csialrllrrl 
~/o~rt~irrrtr~~ ~ ~ ~ I / ) ~ I I I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ I ~ I  
Lilitrrir dor~idii AGM 
Lilir~rti I~~rrkorr~cr~sc 
*~!Ia~~trc~li~i iarir~~l~r~llii subsp. 

r~~~~l l i ro~r~nro (syii. .!I. 
rrio11~1~11111,ira) 

l!Ic~r~~~~qfiis irrrc.qr!f;~lin 
~Y~irricvl~errs apcrr,r (syn. N,fi~rrrsrii) 
N~~r t~~~ i I r~ r r i s  ~ r a r ~ i a i ~ r l r i ~ ~ ~ ~  (5y11. I\: 

rr~~~irci) 
~V~~rrrc~~-/ruri.~ s~rlrt~rrrrrsis 
O.~rr r~~r~~Irr~s  d(~1111-cr)~i ( S ~ I I .  
SI~III~I~I~I~~II~~I~IIII~ dr1'11~1yi) AGM 

~~srrl~r111~111~ ytttir~~~~rrrrsi.~ (5~11. 0. 
,li~rrcsriil 

l'arorrru drlavagi AGM 
I-'nrorriu dcl~~ljayi var. Iitrnr 
Paraqrtilcxia 81ncrric~rrc~i~irs 
I'iccu likier\qmsis 
*Pieric&rrnosa var.,i;>m,slii (so~ne 

f o r m  AM FCC AGM) 
Pintis orrtrarrdir 
*R.irnrrlri auranrincu 
*Primwla hrrlleyarru ssp. bcc~siutia 
fPrirnrrL brrlle)~arra AC;M 
Prirnrtln bttrnrariica 
Prirriule rrrrirru AM 
Prirrrrrla ~.hion<rrzrha subsp. 

sirropurp~irea 
Prirrirrla tlrrorranrlra subsp. 

rltiorranrho A.lIAG.Ll 
Plirrrrrb rhurrgerisis AGM 
Prirnrtlu dcflesu 
Prrrriula~fluccida (sj-n. P riurarrs) 

AGM 
Prirntrla~firresrii 

Prinrrrlu rrralaioidc.~~ 
Prinrula mrrsiarit~idcs 
Prirnrtla ohrorrir~r 
Prirwrtla poissc~riii 
Primrrla polyricrrra 
*Pririrrrlu proljkra (syn. l? 

Irrlodt~sa) AGM F C C  
Prirrr~tla senrridjflord 
Primrrlu .cikkinrcr~sis 
Prinntld sorrrhjjolia 
Prinr~da ~ia l i i  (syn, Plirr~~~iiuna) 

AGM 
*Prinr~rlo ~vilsorrii var. nnisodora 

(syn. I? atrisodora) 
Rlrcurrr elr.~orrdnir 
Rlrodudc~rrdrr~n - see separate list 
Rocmro tnuflt.ycrides AGM 
f Rosrcrr,u humcniiir AGM 
*Salr&~ h~tllcyarm 
+.Snrlnrs. jorrr.srii 
311Ilirrs r1riricrr.iis 
ficl~hll.~ 1111!11~/l4~ 
fillirrs yrrnnurrrnsis 

Through speciali5t societies and 
certain individuals it is po$sible 
to obtain hardy Chlnese pldrlt 
nlaterial (planu or seeds) by 
exchange or  as a gifi- For 
example, the foUo\\ing plants. 
that were intn~duced by 

Forrrct, are not now gcncrally 
conmmcrcidly a~l ldblc ,  but indy 
be obtdir~ed. 

Rhododendrons 

This list ha5 a b~as  to\vards 
plants that have received 
awards (AGM. AM or  FCC). 
those with parocular 
connection to  Forrest, perhap, 
by the nalne, those with very 
distinctive character. and those 
that are commonly available. 

*uclcnc!qyrrrrrr~ 
f uri:clrrrrr (rex ssp  nrizelrrrrr) 
*l~alfii~rriar~~trn 
htrrrui~ii AM 
ialosrrorrtrrr ssp. krlerinrrrr (syn. 

radiiarrs) 
cunrpyl~yyrrrrnr AGM 
*ilrrrirr~~~t~~rc 
*flrrrcufrtm 
ryaiic>rarpritrl AM 
drr~~nriri AC;M 
*dirl~roonthrrrn AM 
tfimsrii var. r~*~rors FCC 
~/irl~~rrrrr AM AGM 
*glisrhntrr~ 

*~rienorriunrrm FCC 
harmorodes FCC: 
hrliolcpir 
hippevpha~oides AM 
*irnpcdirnm AM 
rrrordtrrnr 
Ioirrurn F C C  
lcpidosrylrtm 
maddcnii ssp. nussum (syn. 

rru~sunr) 
niegerarum 
*onolrrpl~c.c 
tlrdiodudvr+r 
*phnrorhry,trm 
*prorirmr 
*proreoidcs 
*t~nvisrrtrn 
*pubrsrcrrs 
*re.\. ssp.~firrobrfeim~ 
*rosicanrtm var. oreonusrcs AGM 
rubgirrssunr 
*nrpicoIa 
*nrssarttnr FCC AGM 
salrrcetrse AM 
*suluorcrise ssp. rliarrraeunrrm 
srabrjblirim 
seleiuc 
*sinc!qroridc FCC AGM 
*spcrabilc 
*ru.<fianum 
*tcIrnareiurn 
rrt,hroptplurn AM 
*rr~illiurirtrn 
rrirhocladu~rr 
rricliosrornrrnr 
*i~oknrininrrirnr AM 
~t~urdii AM 
yurtnarirnsr 

AGM Award of Gdrden Merit 
AM Award of  Merit 
FCC First Class 

Certificate 
f New species 

With thanks to David Rankin 
and Peter Cur~nlngtoil for Non 
Khododendmn Esa. 
Wirh thaiih to L)a\?d Rarkin 
and Ken Huln~e  for 
Rhododendron list. 



The most important cultivars raised directly from 
Forrest's Rhododendron species 

(a) Rliod~~drridrnrr griersorriarilrttt has been the direct parent o f  159 garden hybrids. Introduced in 
1917, it is sensitive to  low temperatures. Hybrldising with hardier species has combined its qualities 
o f  colour and floriferousriess with an  dbility to  grow in a wide mnge o f  conditions. As it flowers 
later than most species, its hybrids also extend the season o f  garden display.TIiirty-four o f  the 159 
hybrids with R.~~riersor~iurrrrrr~ as a direct parent have been given horticult i~ral  awards by the l<HS: 

'Aladhn' 
'Arthur Osborn' 
'Dorinthia' 
'Elizabeth' 
'F.<:.Puddle' 
'Fab~n' 
'Fire Flame' 
'Fusilier' 
'Clanlour' 
'Cobl~n'  
'Grenadne' 
'Gretid' 

AM 
AM 

FCC 
AM. FCC 

AM 
AM 
AM 

AM, FCC 
AM 
AM 

AM, FCC 
AM 

'G~~ie l t '  AM 
'Ivanlloe' AM 
'Jerirsa' AM 
'Jibuti' AM 
'Karkov' AM 
'L~ura  Aberconway' AM 
'Master Dick' AM 
'Matador' AM, FCC 
'May Dav' AM 
'Mrc Leopold de Rotlitchild' AM 
'Ouida' AM 
'IConiany Cliai' AM 

'Ko~nany Ch.11' AM, FCC 
'Romarez' AM 
'Kosabel' AM 
'Saltwood' AM 
'Sarita Loder' AM 
'Tally Ho'  FCC 
'Tenting' AM 
'Tortoiseshell Wonder' AM 
'Vanessa' FCC 
'Vulcan' AM 
'Winsome' AM 

(b) R/~otlodnrdn~ii.f;)rrcsrii has been the direct parent o f  thirty-eight hybrids, o f  which eight have 
been acclaimed by horticultural a\vards by the R H S :  

'Badrilsen' 
'Ethel' 
'Fasc~~~ator '  

AM 'L~ttlc Ben' 
FCC 'Little Bert' 
AM 'ICed Carpet' 

FCC ' l ied Lacquer' 
FCC 'Spring magic' 
AM 

(c) Four well-known hybrids with Rhndo(icrrdrorr irilpcditrrrir as a direct parent: 

'Blue Star' 
'Blue Tit' 

'Little Imp' 
'St Tudy 

(d) Rl~odatlerrdrorr rrrs.tatnrrr 1s a direct parent ~ ~ ' B L I c  Ch ip '  

(e) R / r o d o d ~ r ~ d r ~ ~ r ~  ro.~icnrrrrrir is a direct parent o f  'l3le~\:bury' 

(0 Khorlod(wdn~rr sirrtyrr~rrtlc is ;I direct parent of'Fortunt. '  

Source: H.E. S ~ l l e y  Br H.E. Greer, Klrc~tlodcrrdror~ I-lyhritis, IC)C)?. Llatsford. 

With  tl1.111ks to  Kc111 H L I ~ I I ~ C  



People honoured in the names of Forrest's plants 

Forrest's newly discovered plants had to  be named. H e  had .I large network o f  iricnds and relatives 
to  w h o m  he  felt indebted for their assistance and support. Naming p l a ~ ~ t s  aitcr them was a p l a ~ ~ t  
collector's way o f  saylrlg 'thank you ' .Thr  list gives exa~llplcs, and includes some named after I3ullry 
o r  Bees for conunercial purposes. Most,  but  not  all o f  thc names are trill used today. 

Forrest's Family 
Wife: 
Clririr,~ rrnillinrrri 

Gerilinrin tr~ii//iarrn 

Rl~odotli~rrdrorr ~-lorri*rrfirrrrc 

Tr,~rllinc.doxn 

Brother and sisters: 
.4rrdlocntr ,fniccoc 

Hrrhc~ris jnrrri~siarla 

Dracor-cy~lralirrrr isohrllnc 

Father-in-law: 
R11ododctrdn)rr rraillir~rr~rtrr 

RBGE gardeners killed in WWI 
B ~ r d d I ~ ~ l a , / ; ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ i r ~ n  
Rosic~c,r It~rrric.arr,r 

Sponsors 
BrrlIc)~~t~ ~IIIIII~~II~II~IS 

,411dro~nt1. /~rr//v)h~tra 

Dia~icrrsio Irrrllc)url~~ 

Iris IIIIIIPJMIIII 
I'rirrirrl~~ lir~ll~yot~u 

Brnin inl~hneti~lio 

Allirrrrr hcrsi~~r~rrrrr 
J~~srtiirrrrtr~ I~rcziurrrrrr~ 

Prinlrtln Iirrllc)~~~rrn spp.bcniorta 

Rlr~~do~lurrdrori hrc~ciar~rrrr~ 

S,~Ir*i(r birllcyarro and others 

Others in the Far East 
Prirrr~rln lirro~ri~rrrir (British Consul.Teng.ueh) U.C.Williams put an enlbargo on any of Forrrcti plar~ts 
Rlrcti~~d~rrdr~~rr nll~t~rr.ccr~i~~rr~rrr~ bring n ~ n i r d  aiter h ~ n ~ . )  

(Cuctonls officer. Tsngyurh) 
R I ~ ~ ~ ( l o ~ i i ~ ~ ~ d r ~ ~ r r  ~~rirrso~ri~~rir i~r i  

(Custonis o f i c r r ,Tcn~ueh)  Sponsor's gardener 
Rlr~~d~~iicrrdn~r~ rrr~ickcrrziarr~rrrr (Friend. R ~ u g o o n )  R I ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ d ~ ~ r d r ~ ~ r r  r~r~~rfirri~~rr~rtr 

Rlrododcrrdrorr rrrcddir~rrrrrrr U.C. Willi.~n~c' gdrdenrr at Caerhays) 

(Agent of the Irr.lwaddy Flotill.1 Co.. Bhamo) 



Plants and animals named after George Forrest 

h~ inlpressive t d y  of  plant species is ~~~~~~~~~~~~stii after George Forrest, with variations of.f;,rwstiarfn 
and geoqei. O n  the basis of  l11dc.x Kc~rr~c~uis, more than one h u ~ ~ d r e d  genera have species named after 
George Forrest.The €ollo\ving list gives a guide, although the exact nunlber is not given, as through 
time some species have bee11 put into a different genus, and are ~llentioned twice.There are many 
subspecies and varieties ~lamed after him, but only a few fi~mous ones il l  cultivation are given. 

Some animals \vere n a ~ ~ l e d  after him as,li~rrt~sti. As in the plants, many of the names ha\y been 
changed more recently, o r  the species reduced to subspecies. Examples of 111a1rlmnls named-f;,r.rcsri 
in the Natural History Museum, London. are listed in Appendix 10. Birds and a dragonfly named 
after him are given below. 

PLANTS 
Ccliera \vith a/i~rrc.srii cpecles riar~vd nftrr Georgc Forrest: 

Popular plants in cultivation named 
forrrrtii after George Forrest 

Genera with a forrostiana species 
named after George Forrest 

,4 lllir~~s,l<.c 
.i rl.~l~ll~l~lrr'1 
~,l>lrllllllln 
L~~l~~lr,l/I,l,i1lll~r 
Pt,dii111<1rr> 
I')fnlld 
~ , I \ , I  

Klrblr: 
l '1,~Ll 
l irr,lr,l 

Genera with a georgii or georxti 
species named after George Forrest 

D I I / ~ I I ~ ~ ( I I , , I  
( ; l ~ ~ ~ r i L ~ r l ~  

Jririrr~,,~ 
.%l.l'1fi~7,~~1 
l,'/~~~ii~r~irin 

T h e  .iutlio~- I T  gr~trfill to the Tru5rec.c oi 
thC l<lIC; Kc\v for- uce of tlir Irrdes 
l<c~r~i,rr>is OII  C:O-l<OM .111d 11rdc.v 
t~'ilL'111.r. with tli.inks to John E d ~ ~ i o r i d \ o ~ ~ .  
I<orrm.i~-y Ilnviec and  I'ctcr Edw.~rd\. 

DRAGONFLY named after George 
Forrest 

BIRDS named after George Forrest 



Forrest's mammal collection 
at the Natural History Museum, London 

20 Taxa described as new: 

Original names 
.-lpoder~r~rs i l cx  Thoma5 
Crrrridrrra praedax Thonlas 
Drcrnornys pcrrryi liclric~rrsis Thomas 
Eorhcriornys,fidclis Hinton 
Eorherror~rys n~elarrcynster 

ror$li,rii Hinton 
E ( ~ t l i c r i ~ r r r ) ~ s  proditor Hinton 
.Wirrotrrs r la rk r i  Hinton** 
,Vosillru i t r~~e.rr ignr l~r  Thomas 
h'eodort-f i~rrcsti Hinton* 
Nyrtercrrrrs /~ ro r )~or r (~ idcs  oresres Thomac 
Or l ro to r ro~~ i r res t i  Thon~as* 
Orhoror ln rlrihernrra sarrarin Thomas 
Ptrrc]r~r)is nl/~c~n!frrs (~rlrrnspis Thonlas 
Prr~ iu r i s ta  rlorkci Thornas** 
Ratrtrs (alrn nirirrs Tho~nas  
Rrrprstec.l;~rressti Thomas* 
Todnrido rerri~rri j  tncrntti Thomas 
7;lrniops r larkci  Thomas** 
7iirrriops r~rariritir~rs~fi~rrc~sri Thomas* 
Troqr11)rrrrr ?dit/rnc Thomas 

Current names 
,-lp~ldrnrrts sylruriirrs i l cs  
Cr~rri(i~rra-firl(qirr~~~a 
Drerrrorr1)~s yrrr1)~i  pcrriyi 
E~~r l rc r ro t r ry~  t t r e l ~ i r ~ o ~ ~ a s t r r  rn i l r r~ is  
E ~ ~ r I ~ c t ~ o t t ~ y s  r r i c l a r r ~ ~ ~ ~ t e r  s1rlrsi.c 

Oi l ror~rr tn I?) p r t s i l l a ~ ~ ~ r r c s t i  
Or/rotorrn r/ribctflrl~r thilrctc~rro 
Pcrtiurisra nlbonrJirs alhon!firs 
Prt'rrrrisra elcprrs rlorkci 
S i r r i ~ r r i r e r  clra 
Scirrrr~lorrrios~r~ri~sti 

named in honour of George Forrest 
**named in honour of his patron Col. Stephenson R.Clarke 

English names 
wood rnouse 
ihrcw 
IJr.rnevi long- llored squirrel 
vole 
volc 

vole 
ticld vole 
Chinett shrexv-mole 
vole 
mccoon dog 
pika 
pika 
Rant flying squirrel 
giant flying squirrel 
rat 
Forrest's rock sqt~irrel 
free-tailcd bat 
Swinhoe'c striped squirrel 

t l y i n g  squirrel 

All these animals were collected by George Forrest, i nyunn~n .  S.W. China. 1918-22. 
Original names from the Mammal Section Register. Natural History Museuln. London 
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( ~ p ~ i r ~ y r ~ u s  s p r l i .  o r  158 
Snelling. Lilidn, 127 
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Stephenson Cldrkc. Colonel. 132. 137. 

I 57-0, IOO, 103, 1(1n. 176, 1o2, IOY, 209 
Stern, Major Frcder~ck, 176. 
Stevens. Herbert, 193 
Steve~uon, Mr ].I%, 176, I83 
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12'). 145 
Su~ig Kwe~ pass. 99 
Szechuan (Szetchudn [srr]). 12. 13.29. 

45.154 
Szechwan (Sichuan Isrrl). 73, 148. I91 

Tachien-lu. 17C1 
Tachirnlu (Kdngding), 49 
T a g ,  Harry. 25 
Tali plain. 83 
Tali Range (Cang Shan). 48.48.82.83. 
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Yannanh. hl 
Yaragong. 64 
Yeh Chh, 7 1.72 
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